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INTRODUCTION. 



Whythc Loyal Serviteur willalwaysbe iii vogue. — How that Uaynrd is no ordinary hero. — 
The pains takcn wilh thc présent édition. — Our predcccssors. — The Aulhor's truc narae. 
— The Portraits, Statues, and thc Caslle of Bayard. 



^ OVT lasse, tout passe! says the old proverb, which is 
" confîrmed sadly enough by expérience. But the pro- 
verb is incorrect as conccms the ' Life of Bayard,' 
whereof thc letterpress omits nothing, of which thc 
succcss wili never pass away ; and that for the best 
of rcasons. 

The more one knows thîs Loyal Serviteur, the more 
onc likes him. He is so natural, so true, so brilliant ; he so frankly 
values that which appears to him just, intrepid, or generous; he is so 
good a Frcnchman at a timc whcn patriotism was a thîng unknown. 
In truth, such a master merited such a servîng-man, I ought to say 
such a bîographer, for he is în truth a biographer, and of a good 
school. Likc ail thosc who are content with what is scen, without another 
thought but that of truth, thc Loyal Serviteur bccomes with his first 
strokc a writcr. 

His work has thc value of being u study of military manncrs of thc 
first ordcr. Wc found in it camp lifc in ail its ruggcdness, its simplicity 
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and îts drollery, and also with the sentiment .of confraternity which 
imposes itself in a life of common dangers. 

I know of no writings that tell us more of our first bands of 
Infantry and our free companies ; the Author knows how to speak of 
battles as a man that has worn a cuirass,- and raises opportunely the 
visor of thèse plumed casques which symbolise chivalry in our eyes ; 
making us finally assist in the death agony of this old heroic vvorld in 
the person of Bayard, the worthîest and the last of its supporters. 
The présent history might also pass as a great warlike drama, in which 
there is neither wanting tableaux nor effects, nor comical épisodes, 
nor délicate émotions, nor phrases that remain with us ... as this 
one, where the superiority of commandership is described in two lines, 
worthy of méditation : Mieux vaut armée de cerfs commandée par un lion 
qu'armée de lions commandée par un cerf, 

The truth is, that in the time of Bayard we were less fortunate than 
brave ; and so fréquent was insubordination, that they knew well that 
valour in combat was not alone sufficient to ensure victory. But this train 
of reverses has placed only in greater relief the immovable soûl of our hero, 
and, we do not fear to add, his good temper, a quality perhaps still rarer to 
be met with than the heroism of those evil days. When a man unités at 
this point ail that is conciliatory, the smile, sympathy, and admiration, and 
when in him is recognised the marvellous gift "de changer en braves 
les plus couards,'* can one be astonished that his life has, almost 
throughout four centuries, the privilège of having been well received } 

This is why the éditions of the Loyal Serviteur are so numerous 
and so varied ; complète éditions and mutilated ones, scholarly éditions 
and Gallicised ones, éditions for vétérans and those for children. It is a 
progressive movement which does honour to the instinct of the crowd, 
whose great good-sense does not mistake in making certain choices. 

One ought ail the more to apprcciate this one, in that our book 
rccommends itself for othcr things than mighty thrusts of lance or of 
sword. We cannot too often repeat that in it is found patriotism and 
humanity explained with an energy that astonishes us. 

This favourite axiom of Bayard's, " 5"^;/^ justice^ tous royaumes sont 
forêts pleines de brigands^' shows us at once what he suffered and what 
he himself would hâve donc had his career been an unfcttered one. For 
he was not one of those feeble ones who dared not fight against evil 
and exalt good. 

Mistaking boastfulness for adulation, sccing in moncy but a mcans of 
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solacîng others, he hated bad actions as he honoured good ones, boldly 
and in the face of ail. His life is also to us a grand example of 
vvhat duty and religion can do. Without it, how could a sickly 
tempérament and continuai fever not hâve prevented his being always 
leader in the attack, the last to retreat, ready to expose himself in any 
post of danger to save the life of his companions } And when he found 
himself uselessly, oftcn cruelly, endangered by one of the Court Gênerais 
vvho was incapable of serving as his lieutenant, vvhy did he show the 
whole army an cxample of passive obédience, a much more touching 
sight than the sacrifice of his self-estcem and of his military convictions 
leading on to a certain failure, and a useless danger i It was because 
his thoughts rose higher. This is provcd by the testimony of the Loyal 
Serviteur, who writes, " Toujours disait qu'il mourrait pour soutenir le bien 
public de ses pays!' 

And the profound love of public vvelfare, of the res publica, confirms 
also the nobleness that we hâve seen in him, alone in an army, employ- 
ing ail that he gained to help the necessitous, refusing to partake of 
the pillage which at that time made the fortune of soldiers, protecting 
the honour of his hostesscs, taking nothing without paying for it, and 
leaving last of ail the houses where they had encamped, in order to 
prevent their being burnt by our German allies, or dcvastated by pillage. 

His patriotism is as pure as his disinterestedncss is gréa t. For a 
forgetful King, who did not give him evcn the command of forces, there 
were three others who offered them. The King of England and the 
Emperor of Germany sought to cntice him away ; and the Pope was 
even anxious to make him Captain-Gcncral of the Church. He thanked 
ail with his usual modesty. This good Catholic fought resolutely 
against the Pontifical army, this good captain allowed himself to be 
commanded by people he could not respect, . . . because it was a 
question of his country, and his country wcnt before everything. 

Also the day when, forgetful of his duties, a prince of the blood 
that he loved and respected. a constable, took arms against France, 
Bayard resisted him, sword in hand, until he succumbed, with the 
regret, loudly expressed, of not having been able to wrestle to the end 
for his country. 

I press this earnestly on you that you may the better understand 
the exceptîonal merits and value of this man, in his time as in ours, an 
''éternelle couronne de laurier!' 

It was the Loyal Serviteur who naively said this, and, as I quote his 
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text, I ought to say that I did not without hésitation accept the 
mission of rendering it into more modem form. Our old documents 
lose always by thèse modernisings, which reminds us of the scrapings 
of old monuments, condemned with so much warmth and reason by 
Charles Garnier. The difficulty is doubled : if you do not Gallicise, you 
risk being unintelligible ; if you Gallicise too much, you take away from 
the character of the work. You are too complète or not complète enough. 
One must love our ancient language to understand the delicacies of 
such a weeding, which of necessity entails grievous sacrifices. 

On this occasion, the rule seems to hâve been until now, to 
modernise at the same time both the form and the root, the word and 
the turning of the phrase. I am restricted to half this programme in 
conforming with the writîng ; but I am not permitted to change the 
order in which the words présent themselves to me, persuaded that by 
keeping the ancient turning of the phrases entirely dépends the flavour 
of the récital, contentîng myself by explaining the words of which the 
meanings hâve changed ; and placing a note, when the clearness of the 
phrase exacts it. And this, taken respectively, results in a whole with 
which from the first one familiarises oneself, but that the least lettered 
can quickly understand and prefer, with reason, to a pièce written in 
the most correct style. One cannot believe how one ends by the taste 
for this language somewhat infantine, where the pronoun disappears 
often before the verb, and where the inversions give it as easy a 
rhythm as in poetic language. By increasing the stops, and making the 
phrases as short as possible, in calling parenthèses to our aid, when the 
incidences lead to noxious complications at the quick intelligence of a 
passage, we hâve had great recourse to punctuation to clear our text 
without altering ît. And let us add that, without any pretension 
to pure science, we believe that we hâve explained for the first time 
certain words and passages until now imperfectly understood. Without 
doubt an édition such as ours is not compiled for philologists ; but they 
are indirectly interested in its good exécution, for it addresses itself to 
a public much more numerous, whom we would gradually rally to their 
cause. 

In ceding to this idea of vulgarisation, we hâve in the Life of Bayard, 
that which we owe to certain classics, the usage of which has consecrated 
their true merits. To the most favourable typographical conditions we 
hâve added, for the first time, the combined attractions of drawings, of 
engraving, and of chromo-lithography. Whilst spécial artists hâve 
accepted the work of interpreting the most picturesque scènes, we 
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hâve revived the indivîdual types and the towns of other days by the 
process of photography, whîch ensures the exact reproduction of the old 
engravings. The chosen epoch suits admirably such reproductions, for 
she îs cotemporary with the commencement of the Renaissance, where 
the new art permitted the choice betwixt admired monuments, 
exquîsîte illuminations, delicately chased armour, portraits of masters, 
sculptures and medals in a wonderful relief; and the engravings of such 
as those of Albert Durer, of Jost Ammon, of Titien Vecelli, observant 
geniuses who hâve caused such a strong reaction amongst the people 
of their time. 

It hère becomes us to mention some of our predecessors. 

The Life of Bayard has been published by Champier,^ before it had 
been told by the Loyal Serviteur, to which it is inferior in ail respects. 
But when Champier gives an interesting variety or a useful compliment, 
we hâve scrupulously quoted it. He in reality knew Bayard, was in a 
way related to him, and saw him at Lyons, at Nancy, and at Grenoble. 
He was more of a savant, a doctor, which unhappily has not left its mark. 
On the contrary, his ill-directed science is felt at each step. He can 
relate nothing simply and honestly like the Loyal Serviteur ; he always 
puts in numerous comparisons greatly strained for, from Greek or Roman 
antiquity. And agaîn, îmitating the classics has made him, like them, 
lard his récital with discourses clearly invented and full of pathos. In 
thèse heavy réminiscences, arc as almost lost three or four of Bayard's 
sallies which one recognises at once, so much does their complète 
frankncss contrast with the rest. 

I hâve stated that erudite éditions of the Loyal Serviteur are not 
wanting. It would be unfair to forget that the collection Petitot claims 
the first honour of having conformed to the text of the original édition 
printed in Paris in 1527. Well that he had not edited the text. M. de 
Terrebasse ought hère to be mentioned for his excellent history of 
Bayard, a true mosaic of documents compiled with rare conscientiousness 
and perfect taste. After Terrebasse, we may say that M. Roman, charged 
to compile a new édition by the Société de l'histoire de France, has done 
much to clear the text from a geographical and biographical point 
of vievv. 

The more interesting a book is, the more one desires to know who 
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wrote it. It is now almost a certainty that the name of the Loyal 
Serviteur was Jacques de Mailles. In 17 19, the P. Lelong said that 
the author of the Life of Bayard was his secretary, and that certain 
liberties of appréciation had prevented him naming himself In 1750, 
Ladvocat incidentally named Jacques de Mailles, without appearing to 
attach much importance to it, but as a fact generally known by the 
writers of his time. In 1828, M. de Terrebasse déclares that he found 
this same name in the note of an old writing, "apposée sur le titre d'un 
exemplaire de l'édition originale." Without stating the century of this 
writing, nor where he met with this édition, he adds that after this note, 
"Jacques de Mailles had been a Grésivaudan (Bayard's country), who, 
after having served in the career of arms, had taken to the profession 
of a notary, and had received in this capacity the marriage contract of 
Bayard's daughter with the Sieur of Bocsozel." Lastly, towards 1877, 
M. de Roman found two mentions of him in a Catalogue of the Bibliothèque 
Mazarine, which confirms the statement of Ladvocat and Terrebasse. 
But, inasmuch as they concern one and thè same example, they présent 
différences which somewhat embarrass the author of this discovery. The 
first mention, inscribed in the Alphabetical Catalogue, is thus written : 
Histoire du clievalier Bayard, par Jacques de Mailles. Paris in-4°. 
parch., n°. 17515 A. The second, inscribed in the Methodical Catalogue, 
is : L'Histoire récréative du chevalier Bayard, par Jacques de Mailles, 
gentilhomme. Paris, 1514, in-4°, parch., n°. 17515 A. 

In reproducing thèse two titles, M. Roman asks himself: Firstly, If 
the édition of 1527 is the most ancient ; secondly, if 15 14 had not been 
put by mistake in place of 1524; thirdly, if the name of Jacques de 
Mailles, given in the Catalogue, is due to some manuscript annotation ; 
fourthly, if we may not surmise that there was an édition in 1524 
(which has entirely disappeared) which bore the author's name, which 
was omitted in the later éditions. 

The investigation of the exemplar of the Mazarine Library simplifies 
this question, but has been unfortunately lost for a number of years. 
Nevertheless, the library owns, besides thèse two Catalogues above 
mentioned, a Catalogue between boards which had not before been 
thought of, and which allowed of our making another step. The board 
of the No. 175 15 A, written during the last century,^ writes this: La 

* If one does not see the same number cited in thèse three mentions, making us suppose 
that therc might be three différent éditions, for explanation, we must mention that the 
title of his work is very long. Three librarians of the Mazarine abridged the inscrip- 
tion of it, each in his own manner. 
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très joyeuse hystoire du Chevalier sans paour, le gentil seigneur de Bayart 
(J>ar Jacq, de Mailles), Paris, gothiq. imparf, 

The author*s name may be remarked between parenthèses ; this 
means, in the language of libraries, that the name vvas not printed on 
the volume. The mention imparf, signifies equally that the volume is 
incomplète, and that the last pages, on which would be found the date 
of 1527, are wanting. The writer of the Catalogue quoted by M. Roman 
would probably hâve wîshed to supplément the date at ail hazards, giving 
the incorrect one of 15 14, which was perhaps that of some deed 
recounted in the latter pages of this fragment, but which ought to be 
considered as an error. 

We believe that the édition of 1527 to be the original one, and that 
there were no others in the year 15 14 nor 1524, and that of the name 
of Jacques de Mailles, revealed by the manuscrîpt note, was never 
printed, ît being publicly known, in the last century, that the Loyal 
Serviteur and he were one and the same person. 

An unexceptionable fact has come to light to give the necessary 
confirmation to the person of Jacques de Mailles. M. de Terrebasse 
had publishcd an extract from the nominal rôle of the company of a 
hundred lances commanded by Bayard in 1523. In giving /// extenso 
the same document, M. Roman has had the good fortune to find 
amongst them the name of Jacques de Mailles, borne by an archer of 
this company. This need not hâve preventcd his being Bayard's 
secretary, thus as we now-a-days see régiments in which the 
sccretary of a Colonel or a Major, is not placed in the register as such. 
Résides, the profession of notary, held two years later by our archer, 
proves that he had the capacities of a good sccretary. Jacques de 
Mailles must hâve written the description given by Bayard to his uncle 
after the battle of Ravenna, for this latter has in it much concerning 
his relations with him. 

After havîng sought the author's true name, we shall make researches 
for the same reason, as to what Bayard's appearance really was. His 
portraits are everywhere to be met with, but they are as false as 
certain of his autographs. There was a time when art, but little 
scrupulous, satisfied public curiosity without taking the trouble of making 
the smallest researches, and this lack of conscientiousness was the more 
to be regretted as it flourished at a time when means of enquiry 
abounded. It was thus that Godefroy, towards the middle of the 
scvcnteenth century, had engraved, at the begînnîng of his book, a 
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conventîonal Bayard, ornamented wîth a beard, a thing he had never 
worn. Later, they invented for hîm other types whîch still less 
resembled the beardless, nervous, thin and pale-faced, with the bright- 
eyed man of which our text speaks. We must also bear in mind 
that the busts and statues do not recommcnd themselves to us with 
greater sincerity. One cannot hâve great confidence in the mémorial 
monument raised, one hundred years after Bayard's death, by 
the piety of a fellow-countryman who did the act of an excellent 
citizen. It is the bust of a personage of the seventeenth century, 
with much more appearance of the time of Louis XIII. than to 
Louis XII. Must we add that cven his nose is the conventional 
nose. Was this appendix re-done in the year IX. of our First 
Republic ? 

Let us now pass to the investigation of the three portraits which 
recommend themselves to us with the greatest guarantee of truth, and 
one of which appears to be remarkable. We shall say nothing of the 
first, except that it forms one of the Colbert Collection, and that is, 
under this title, in the Muséum of Versailles. Bayard kneeling before 
a Prie-dieu in armour. He is in the same dress in the two portraits 
which seem to us most worthy of attention ; but in his fat white face, 
in his naive look, one docs not recognîse the bronzed vétéran of fifty 
years of warfare, as was Bayard at the time vvhcn he received the 
Collar of St. Michael, shown in this same portrait. Another portrait, 
which is probably of more ancient date, perhaps about the end of the 
seventeenth century, is to be found in the Château d'Uriage ; it 
represents Bayard's full face, without beard, with long hair eut across 
his forehead, clothed in the same furred robe, over which is worn the 
Collar of St. Michael. A copy of this portrait has been done for the 
Library of Grenoble. Then M. Gariel, his conservator, was fortunate 
enough to find in Paris a crayon drawing in red and black, said to be 
by Dumonstier. Beneath it is written Bayard's name in a running, long, 
angular hand, telling of the first years of the seventeenth century. 
This crayon portrait represents a complète analogy with the painted 
portrait, except as regards the hair, which does not fall over the fore- 
head, and in the furred robe, which seems to be thrown loosely over 
the shoulders. Nevertheless it is very superior as regards its exécution ; 
the expression has more intelligence, the modelling better composed. The 
eyc is full of life ; the whole responds wcll to the idea given of Bayard 
in the book. The clear and bright tone of this face has perhaps been 
dimmed by the photograph that we hâve placed at the bcginning of 
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thîs volume ; but the drawîng rcproduced by it in facsimile does not 
appear less faithful or better treated. 

After having seen the good Chevalier, we made a pilgrimage to his 
cradle. On a smiling day of Pentecost, we took our road to the 
Castle of Bayard, as it is called in that country. Leaving behind us 
mcadows planted by mulberry-trees which surround the town of Pont- 
charra, we passed along the shady road leading to the old manor-house. 
At the end of an avenue running betwixt high vines, appeared a 
straight pile of building flanked by two low turrets, which can only 
represent a part much reduced and transformed of the original façade. 
The only original portion still preserved is a vaulted hall forming the 
rez-de-chaussée of the turret on the right Behind this unpretending 
façade, flowers and fruits of a medium-sîzed kitchen-garden now grow 
in the court where Bayard as a child so well bestrodc his prancing 
stced before his assembled family. The enclosure of the castle has 
disappeared, but one sees to where it reached, by the ruins of a 
pavilion and a turret, which are at its opposite extremities. Of the turret 
there remain but two walls, desolate obelisks, seeming to point towards 
hcavcn to demand justice of man*s avidity, for it is not time that has 
made thèse walls fall, but the shameful désire to find stones already 
hewn for the buildings about. Ail around the ground descends sharply, 
and is planted with vines which produce the wine of Château-Bayard. 
" It îs rcnowned in our country, but loses its value whcn cultivated," 
says a respectable divine, the same who saved the ancient vaulted hall 
by making It his chosen dwelling-place. One thing that the spread of 
vine-growing cannot happily take from us is the splendid view which 
extends itself over a rich and picturesque valley. 

In that which concems the person of Bayard, contemporary art has 
placed itself far below nature. On the parapet of the bridge of Pont- 
charra, under the double protection of a grating and a tri-coloured 
drapcry, stands an equestrian statue in miniature, which is almost 
hidden to the honour of the inhabitants and of the warriors it prétends 
to recall to them. At Grenoble, on the Place St. André, one sees with 
surprise another statue, which also is no better, nor does it respect the 
historié tradition that it prétends to evoke. 

When Bayard, struck by his death-blow, made the sign of a cross 
with hb sword, he was still on horseback, and not in this ridiculous 
position. The town of Grenoble, which has already donc such great 
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things, and also modem French sculpture, which is a still better way, 
ought to think proper to erect a more worthy statue. 

In pleading for the research of tnith in monuments, we are obedient 
to the thought which makes us respect the character of ancient text, 
Thus we are better able to understand the necessity of knowïng the 
original documents of national hïstory. In a time such as ours, when 
the healthy crîtîc has never been more honoured, but when never, also, 
the présent has more invoked the past, it is right that ail should hâve 
access to the great arsenal where ail go in search of arms, They thus 
will gain a clearer judgment, and overcome a tendency to pessïmism. 
If we hold in mind in Bayard's time the présence of the English in 
BouI<^ne and the Germans before Mézières, we see that each epoch has 
had its crises, and that thèse crises teach us not to despair as to 
the future, 

Finally, is it not a lesson to us that the only announcement of this 
édition has come after so many others ? Thîs fresh homage to a hero 
always esteemed, does it not show us on what side we ought to look for 
true glory and true popularity ? 
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j OR that it is most difficult. without the grâce of God 
in this mortal state, to pleasc ail mcn (and that it 
is customary for mcn to write historics and chronîclcs 
making readily their addrcss to some great personage), 
I, without further naming myself, havc undcrtakcn 
to put fonvard the dceds and actions of the good 
Chevalier, sans peur et sans reproche, the Lord of 
Bayard, and amongst his excellent works, to make mention of many 
other virtuous personages. I am advised, that for the future there 
may be made no murmurings against me in not having well and 
justly done my duty in favouring one and leaving out another, to 
attribute their more rough history to the three States of the very 
excellent, very powerful and very renowned kîngdom of France. For, 
to truly amplify the perfections of a man, I could not do othenvise, 
considering that, without grâce infused by the Holy Spirit, since the 
incarnation and rédemption of our Saviour Jésus Christ, is nowhere to 
bc found in chronicle or history, prince, gentleman, nor other, in any 
condition whatever he has bcen, who was more furious towards the 
cruel, more gentle towards the humble, nor more humane towards the 
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poor has ever lived, than was the good Chevalier of whom this présent 
hîstory îs begun. 

And forasmuch as from ail time in this pleasant country of France 
the grâce of our Lord has spread itsclf so widely that little is wanting 
for the necessitîes of the body, the whîch îs a manna as r^ards this 
worldly life, another stumbling-block cornes at this time upon us ; 
which is the great case which great, middle and small now hold, causing 
much idieness, and making the m unabte to conta in themselves from 
the sin of envy, in biaming, oftentimes wrongly and without cause, the 
innocent, and keeping hidden the merits, prowess, and honours of the 
virtuous. But few are to be found who know or would hâve said any- 
thing against the honour of this good Chevalier, or hâve saîd aught to 
his discrédit. For in thèse three Estâtes which are so virtuously governed 
he will hâve from God His grâce, from the world a verdant and 
îmmortai crown of laurels ; as regards the Church, it never has found any 
more obedient to it ; as regarding the State of nobility onc more fit to 
uphold it ; and for the State of labour, one more compassionate or 
helpful towards it 
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*} thc Provinci; of Dauphiny, which now bdoiigctli to 
tlic King of France (as it hatli to liis prcdcccssi>rs for 
onc hundrcd and forty to ono hundrud and fifty ycars, 
whcn thc last Dauphin, Humbcrt by nanic, madc tbum 
a gift thcreof),* tlicrc arc niany grcat and noble 
familics, from which havo sprung niany virtuous and 
nobtc knights, vvbo.sc famc has bucn noiscd throuj-hout 
ail ChrUtcndom, So inucli ko that, as scarict surpasses 
ail othcr colours in brilliancy. tlic Dauphinois, witbout 
dvtrinivnt to thc nobles of othcr provinces, arc callod by thosc known 



' Svc Ajipcndix. 

' Kumb«n l]., Vicnncsc Dnuphin, suld his D.iuphiny to tlié yuuntjcr son uf l'Iiilippc 
'■I \'jliiis fur onc hundred ibous.iiid ;;old lliirins, un condition that thc cidust sons of 
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unto them, técarlate des gentilshommes de France} ^ Amongst thèse 
familîes îs that of Bayard, of ancîent and noble ^ extraction ; the whîch 
nobility showed itself in their descendants.^ For, at the battle of 
Poitiers, the great-great-grandfather of the good Chevalier sans peur 
et sans reproche died at the feet of his sovereign John of France. 
At the battle of Agincourt, his great-grandfather, and at the battle of 
Montlhéry, his grandfather, were on the battlefield ; his grandfather 
with six mortal wounds, besides many others. And at the battle of 
Guinegate, his father was so sorely wounded that never after was he 
able to quit his dwelling, in which he died at the âge of over eighty 
years. 

A few days before his death, considering that by lîature he could not 
make miich longer sojourn in this mortal life, he called unto him his 
four children, in présence of his wife, a most godly and devout 
dame, the which was sister to the Bishop of Grenoble (of the house of 
Allemans).^ Then to his children who had gathered round him, he 
bid the eldest, who was bctwixt the âges of eighteen and twenty years, 
tell him what he desired to be. The which replied that he desired 
never to leave his home, but to serve his father to the end of his 
days. 

" Ah well ! " said the father ; " George, since thou lovest home thou 
shalt remain to combat with our daily life." 

When the second, who was the good Chevalier sans peur et sans 
reproche, was enquired of what he would wish to be — the same was at 
that time about the âge of thirteen or rather more — sparkling as an 
emerald, with smiling countenance, replied like one of fifty years : 

"My lord and father, although by your paternal love I feel myself 



the Kings of France should bear the title of Dauphin, A deed dated August 7th, 1342 
rclating to the cession of Dauphiny, is prcserved amongst the national Archives under 
the side J. 279, No. 8. Wc hère give, on page 3, a facsimile of the seal annexed 
to this document. 

* Considered to be. the most beautiful of ail the shades of red, scarlet had hitherto 
bcen reserved for royal robes. Thus this flattering similitude for the Dauphinois 
nobility ; but the last editor of the Loyal Serviteur^ M. Roman, states that he 
6xids no anterior mention of it. 

* See Appendix. 

' The family of AUemans was one of the most distinguished in Graisivaudan. 
During the latter half of the fiftecnth ccntury, it gave two bishops to Cahors, bolh 
named Antoine, and two to Grenoble, both also called Laurent. The name of Bayard's 
mother was Hélène des Allcmans ; shc was small, but " pleine de cœur et de noble 
courage," says Champicr. 
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so grcatly bound that I ought to be forgetful of ail else, and serve 
but yoii till your life's end, nevertheless, the récital of the great and 
noble dccds that oftentimes you bave told to us of noble knights in 
bygone timcs, even of some of our own house, has taken such root în 
mine heart, that I wil! be, if it may pleasc you, of the same estate 
in which you and your ancestors bave been, and follow the pursuit 




Stal of Dauphin Humbert II.' 



of arms. For it is the one thing in this worJd that I the most dcsire ; 
and I trust, by God's help, to bring you no dishonour." 

Then rcplied the good old man tearfully : " My child, may God give 
thce His grâce! Thou bearest much resemblance in face and figure to 
thy grandfathcr, who was în his time one of the most accomplishcd 
knights in Christendom. I will forthwith cndeavour to further tliy 
désires." 

■ ' Nalional Archives. 
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The thïrd, when asked as to his wishes, r^plied that he would follow 
the calling of hîs uncle the Monseigneur of Aînay, an abbot near to 
Lyons. Hîs father granting this, sent htm thither, by a kinsman, to his 
said uncle, who made a monk of him. And later he became, through the 
interest of the good Chevalier his brother, Abbot of Josaphat in the 
outskîrts of Chartres. 

The last replied in lîke manner that he would be as his uncle the 
Monseigneur of Grenoble, to whom he was in like manner given, and who 
shortly after became Chanoine of the Church of Notre Dame ; and later, 
by the same interest as his brother the monk, became Abbot and 
Bishop of Glandèves, in Provence. 

Hère we shall bid farewell to the other brothers, and retum to the 
history of the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, and of how 
his father furthcrcd his înterests. 




Arma of Laurent Allenian, Bishop of Grenoble. 

Afier Ihe Slalula synodalia nat-a Ephcopatui Gr,iliiinii/-elis, 

published in 1494 by Laurent Allenian. 
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From a phoK^^ph. 



CHAPTER ir. 

or how the faihcr of the good Cht valicr sans peur et sans rcprochu sent un' 
in-law, the Bishop of Grenoble, to speak with him, for thaï he himself c 
his dwcUing. 



' FTER the converse ln;ld by the father of the good 
Chevalier with his four children, and becausc that hc 
could no longer hîmsclf ride forth, hc sent onc of his 
serving-men, on the morrow, unto Grenoble, to the Bishop, 
his brother-in-law,' to entreat of hîm to corne at his good 
pleasure (for many things he had to say to him) unto 
his house of Bayard, distant from Grenoble five or six 
leagnes." Which bidding the good Bishop, who never in his life was 
tardy to give pleasure unto others, obcyed right willingly. He set 
forth spcedity on- receiving the letter. and with despatch arrived at 
the house of Bayard, thcrc to find his brother-in-law scatcd by the 

' This was Gallia Christiana, a bishop of extrême pieiy, a fricnd of St. ri.iiii;iiis de 
P.iul, and worthy 10 be comparcd to 6r$t Faihcrs of the Church. 
* Sec Appcndix. 
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fireside, as those of his âge are wont to do, Salutîng one another, they 
made that nîght good chcer together, and wîth them several other 
gentlemen of Dauphiny who were there assembled. 

Then, when the hour arrîved, each one repaîred him to his chamber, 
there- to repose at ease until the morrovv's morn, when they arose to 
hear the mass whîch the said Bishop of Grenoble chanted ; for each 
day wîllîngly he held the mass, if he were not ill in person, praying 
unto our Lord that the prelates of the présent tîme might prove as 
faithful followers of God, and be as charitable to the poor as he had in 
his time been !^ 

The mass concluded, they forthwith washed their hands and placed 
themselves at table, where ail were much refreshed and made good 
cheer ; being scrved by the good Chevalier with such carefulness and 
diligence that ail remarked thereon.^ Dinner over, and after grâce 
being said, the good old Lord of Bayard commenced in thèse words to 
speak to ail the company : " My lords and gentlemen, the reason why 
I hâve bidden you ail hither it is now time to déclare ; for ail hère are 
my kinsfolk and my friends, and must perceive that I am so oppressed by 
the feebleness of old âge, that it were well-nigh impossible for me to 
live for two years longer. God has given unto me four sons ; of each 
one hâve I enquired what he would wish to be. And amongst them 
my son Pierre has told me that he will follow the career of arms ; the 
which has given me strange pleasure, inasmuch as he much resembles 
my grandfather, your kinsman. And if in service he also resembles him, 
'twerc impossible that he be not, if he lives, a great and goodly man, 
at the which I trust that ail hère, my kinsfolk and friends, will feel 
contentment. It is needful for me, as a beginning, to place him in the 
household of some prince or lord, that he may learn to behave himself 
with courtesy ; and that where, when more advanced in years, he may 
learn the use of arms. I therefore do entreat each one of you to give 
me council in his behalf as to with whom I may best place him." 

Then said one of the most advanced in years amongst them, " He 
must be sent unto the King of France." 

Another said that he would do well with the house of Bourbon. And 
thus one and another each in turn proffered ad vice. But the Bishop of 



' This was writtcn under the Renaissance, at a time when there was a laxity of 
ecclesiastical discipline. 

^ It was a custom observcd by the sons of the most noble houses. Terrebass 
relates, after Froissart, that Gaston de Foix scrved at the table of Count Phœbus, 
his father. 
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(Fngtncnl o( an incknt Iupeslry from the CiiDleau de Bayard. 
CollecIioD of Ihe laie M. Jubinal,) 
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Grenoble spokc and said, "My brother. you know that bonds of amîty 
cxîst 'twixt us and Duke Charles of Savoy, and tliat we count ourselvcs 
amongst his faithfui followers. I belicve that right willingly lie wîU 
consent to takc this boy as page. He is at Chambcry : ît is not far 
from hcre. If it seem good to you and to the company. I will conduct 
him there at mom to-morrow, after having welt equipped him with a 
j;ood and serviceable horse, the which I purchased but a fcw da>s 
since from the Lord of Uriage." ' 




View ol the Château d'Urïage. From a pholO|;raph. 

The counsel of the Bishop of Grenoble was held to be good by ail the 
company. above ail by the said Lord of Bayard. who delivered unto 
him his son, saying : " Hcre, my lord, and I pray to God the boy may 
do you honour throughout his lîfc." 

Then forthwîth the said Bishop sent messengers unto the town to 
summon his taîlor. biddîng him bring with him vclvct. satin, and othcr 
fabrics necessary for the equipmont of the good Chevalier. He came. 



' This Lord of Uri^c wa 
son named Soflrey, who pl^y 
MvJart. 
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and worked throughout the night, so that on the morrow ail was în 
readiness. 

And, after having breakfasted, mounted on his palfrey he presented 
himself to ail the company who were în the castle's înner court, just as 
he would présent himself unto the Duke of Savoy.^ When the horse 
felt so Hght a load upon him, added to which the child wore spurs 
which pricked him, he made four or five plunges, at which - the 
Company much feared he would unseat the boy. But, în place of as 
they dreamt his crying for aid on feeling the horse bounding beneath 
him, fearless of heart, bold as a lion, he spurred it several times, com- 
pellîng it to circle round the said court, in the end bringing the horse 
to reason, as if he had been thirty years of âge. 

There was no concealîng the old father's joy, as smilingly he enquired 
of his son if he felt no fear, for it was but fifteen days since he had 
quitted school.^ The which replîed, with much assurance, " My lord, I 
hope that, with God's help, before six years are over, to be able to 
guide this or another in more dangerous places ; for hère I am în the 
midst of friends, and I may then be amongst enemies of the master 
I shall be servîng." 

" Now, corne, corne ! " said the good Bishop of Grenoble, who was 
ready to départ ; " my friend and nephew, dismount not, but take thus 
farewell of ail the company." 

Then the youth, with joyful countenance, addressed himself to his 
fathcr, to whom he said : " My lord and father, I pray to God that He 
may grant to you a long and happy life, and to me the happiness 
that, before leaving this world, you may hâve good tidings of me." 

"My friend," said the father, "I also pray that it so be." And then 
bestowed on him his blessing. After the which, he took his leave of 
ail the gentlemen there présent, each one in turn, who saw with much 
contcntment his happy countenance. 

His poor lady mothcr was in a tower of the castle tenderly weepîng ; 
for, although she felt joyful as regarded the future of her son, her 
mother's love caused her to weep. Nevertheless, when they came 
to her saying : " If thou wouldst see thy son, he is already mounted 
and ready for departure," the good lady quitted the tower from behînd, 
her son advancing towards her, to whom she said thèse words : " Pierre, 
my child, you are going into the service of a noble prince ; and inasmuch 



* This Duke of Savoy was Charles I. ; he was son of a nièce of Louis XI. 

* See Appendix. 
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as a mother can command her child, I command three things of thee, 
to do which I entreat of tlice, and îf thou doest them, be assured that 
thou wilt live triumphantly in this world. The first is, that above ail 
things thou shalt love and fear God's service. Neither offcnd Him, if it 
be possible ; for it is He that crcated us ail, it is He that makcs us 
live, it is He that saves us and ^vlthout Him and His grâce ne are 
unable to do one good thing m this world. Each night and each 
nioming recommend thyself to Him and Hi, will assist thee The 
second is, that thou be gentle and courteous unto ail men keeping 




Ruined Towir of the Caslle of Bayard. Fmm a pholograph. 



thyself from ail pride. Be humbk and useful to ail men. Be neither a 
liar nor a slandercr. I5e sobcr both in eating and in drînking. Fly 
from *envy, for it is an ugly vice. Be neither a flatterer nor a tale- 
bcarcr, for such men do not àttain to grcat perfection. Be loyal in 
Word and in deed. Be a man of your word. Help poor widows and 
orphans, and God will rcward you. And thirdly, that, with the goods 
that God gives unto thee, bo charitable to the (xior and neody ; for 
giving to God's honour impoverishes no man ; and believe me, my child. 
that such charities will profit you much both In body and in snnl. 
Thcrc, that is ail whcrcwith I charge you. I much thlnk that your 
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father and I will not live long Unie further. May God give us at 
least tiie happitiess, whilst we still live, of always hearing good tidings 
of you ! " 

Then the good Chevalier, though of such tender years, repHed : 
"Madam, my mother, for your good teachîng, as humbly as is 
possible, I thank you, and hope so faîthfully to foUow it (by the grâce 
of Him to whom you recommend me) as to content you. And lastly, 
after recommending myself most humbly to your good grâces, I must 
bid farewelt of thee." 

Then the good dame drew from out her sleeve a tiny purse, the 
which contained but six crowns in gold and one in silver, which she 
presented unto her son. And calling to her one of the Bishop of 
Grenoble's (her brother) serving-men, to whom she handed a small 
box, in the which was sundry linen for the necessities of her son, praying 
him that, when he should be presented to my Lord of Savoy, he would 
ask the servitor of the esquire under whom he should be placed to 
take the chaîne thereof, untîl such time as when he should be older 
— and handed him two crowns to give to him. At this moment the 
Bishop of Grenoble took leave of ail the company and called his 
nephew, who, finding himsclf again upon his noble steed, believed 
hîmself in Paradisc. They took the straight road into Chambery, where 
at that timc tarried the Duke Charles of Savoy. 




Golden Crown of Charles VIII (Cabioel de France) 




CHAPTER III. 



Of how thc Bishop ai Grenoble prcsentcd his ncphcw, ihc good Chevalier sans peur et 
sans reproche, to Duke Charles of Savoy, who rectivcd him cordially. 



rN his dcparture from the castle of Bayard, which was 
one Saturday after midday, rode forth thc said Bishop 
of Grenoble, arrivîng that same evening at the town 
of Chambcry, înto thc which his clcrgy prcccdcd 
him, for the said town has from ail time becn of the 
bishopric of Grenoble,' and had its own court and 
oRîcials. Hc lodged himself with a notable citizen. 
The Duke had repaired to his own housc, with a 
goodly riumber of lords and gentlemen, both of Savoy and Piedmont. 
That evening, rcmained thc said Bishop of Grenoble in his apartments, 
not showing himself at Court ; nevcrtheless the Duke had been înformed 
that hc was in the town, which gave him pleasure, because that thc 
said Bishop was (if thus they can be called in this world) one of thc 




' National Library j Topographii tii- la France. 

' h did Dot become episcopal until thc ci^'litecnth cenluc)'. 
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most saintly and devout personages known unto him. The next day, 
whîch was Sunday, he arose betimes, to go and pay his révérence to 
the Duke of Savoy, who received him smilingly, making him well to 
understand that his comîng pleased him greatly. He conversed with 
him ail the length of road betwixt his dwelling and the church, wherc 
he went to hear the mass, at the which he served the said Duke, in 
manner which belongeth to such princes, giving unto him to kiss the 
gospels and the wafer. When mass was over, the Duke led him hy 
hand to dine with him, where, during the said dinner, was his nephew 
the good Chevalier, who served to him the drink with great good 
order, and behaved himself discreetly. The Duke, attracted much by 
his extrême youth, at length enquired of the Bishop : "Monseigneur of 
Grenoble, who is the young child who serves unto y ou the drink ? " 

** My lord," replied he, ** he is a man-at-arms that I hâve come to 
make you présent of, but he is not yet in fit state to présent to you. 
After dinner, if it be your pleasure, you shall see him." 

"Truly," said the Duke, who had already taken much fancy unto 
him, " it would be strange if such a présent were refused." 

Now the good Chevalier, who had been listening to his uncle whilc 
attending on him, cared not at ail for the morsels after dinner, but bctook 
himself unto his lodgment, where having saddled his palfrey, on the 
which, after having set himself in order, he mounted, and went at a 
slow pace into the courtyard of the house of the said Duke of Savoy, 
who had already left his hall, and lent over one of his galleries. He 
saw the young child enter, who made his horse caracole in manner as if 
he were a man of thirty years who ail his life had been used to warfare. 
He then addressed himself unto the Bishop of Grenoble, to whom 
he said : *' Monseigneur of Grenoble, I believe this to be your protégé 
who so well- bestrides that horse." 

The Bishop replied : " My lord, it is my nephew. He comes of 
goodly race, from which hâve sprung many valiant knights. His father, 
who, from his wounds received in divers wars and battlcs at the which 
he was, is much enfeebled and much aged, and thus is quite unablc to 
come to you. He recommetids himself most humbly to your kind 
graciousness, and présents this boy to you." 

" In truth," replied the Duke, " I accept him willingly. The présent 
is a good and honest one. May God make a brave man of him ! " 

Then commanded he one his esquires of the stable, whom he much 
trusted, to take charge of the young Bayard, who, to his thinking, 
would turn cuit a good man. After this, the Bishop of Grenoble tarried 
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no longer at Grenoble, after having humbly thankcd the Duke of Savoy, 
and taking leave of him, rctumed liîm to his house. Whiist the said 
Duke tarried some tîme furtlier at Chambery, when he determined him 
to go and see the King of France, Charles VIII., who was then in his 
town of Lyons, where he was holding good times with jousts, touma- 
mcnts, and other pastinics. 




l Scil of llie Town of L>ui 




Ilic Duke o{ Savoy and his Council.' 



CHAPTIiR IV. 



Of how ihe DuVc of Savoy ([iiiitc<l Chaïubcry to pay respects to Cliarlos VIll., Kiiig of 
FninCf, in liis towii of Lyons, Iaking wilh \»m ihc good Chevalier sans peur el sans 
rvprucbo, then bis pago. 



|HH good Chcvaiicr remaîned as page unto the Duke 
{fîffi^5|lfc§â^l'^ of Savoy for about tlie space of half a year, «litn hc 
i^S^^^BÏ made himsdf beioved by great and small, as nevcr so 
'.tJa^^^Kiir young a child had been before. He was of usi; to 
lords and ladies to a marvdlous degree. In ali 
things there vvas neither page nor lord who could 
compare wîth him, for he jumpcd, wrestlcd, tlircw the 
bar,' for his size, and amongst other things bestrodc a horse as wcll as 
it wcre possible, thus niaking his good master bear such love towards 
him as if he were his son. 

One day, the Duke of Savoy being at Chambery, making much 




' Naiional Library, Ms. fr,, Ko. 714a 
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pageant, determined to go unto the King of France at Lyons, where 
at that time he was surrounded by his princes and gentlemen, leadîng 
a merry lîfe, and daîiy holding jousts and tournaments, and in the 
evenings dances and revellings with ladies of the place, who were 
comely and had much grâce. And, the truth to tell, thîs good King 




Charles was onc of those good princes, both libéral and courtcous to 
a fault He loved and feared God, and made no oaths excepting such 
as par la foi de mon corps! or some such protestation. It was to be 
tamented when death took him so soon, as at the âge of eîght-and- 
twenty years, for whilst hc lîved he had achieved great things. 

■ Satiomil Archives. 
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The said King Charles kncw how the Duke of Savoy was coming to 
pay respects to hîm, and that he was aiready at Verpillicre, and 
would that night be at Lyons. Sent out to meet him a noble prince 




of the House of Luxembourg, by name the Lord de Ligny,' with niany 
other gentlemen and archers of his guard, who wcnt with him about 



' He found hiniself to be at ihe sanic lime rclatcd to both the King and the Duke, 
for his mothcr was Marie of Savoy, aunt of Charles VIII., and his father was the 

constable of Saint-Pol. 
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two leagues or thereabouts from Lyons, where thcre were cordial 
greetîngs 'twixt the said Duke and Lord de Ligny, both distinguished 
mea They conversed long together, and then the Lord de Ligny's 
eye fell on the young Bayard, the which was on his steed, who trotted 
boldly out, and formed a goodly spectacle. The Lord de Ligny said 
unto the Duke of Savoy : " My lord, there y ou hâve a page who rides 
a goodly steed, and, vvhat is more, he rides it prettily." 

" On my faith ! " said the Duke, ** it is scarce six months since the 
Bishop of Grenoble made me a présent of him. He had but quitted 
school, but I hâve never secn a youth disport himsclf, at his âge, more 
bravely both on horseback and on foot, and with greater grâce. And I 
do advise you, my lord and cousin, that he comes from a race of brave 
and bold gentlemen, whom I believe he will resemble." 

He then said to the good Chevalier: "Bayard, spur! Give your 
horse a gallop ! " 

The which the young child, desiring nothing bctter, did instantly, and 
well he knew how to do it The gallop over, ho madc his horse 
caracole, the which, fuU of high courage, gave threc or four wondcrful 
bounds, delighting the wholc company. 

" Upon my word, my lord ! " exclaimed the Lord de Ligny, " there 
is indeed a youth who, to my thinking, will makc a noble gallant if 
he lives. And I advise of you to give both horse and page as présent 
to the King, for he will bc much pleascd thereat, the horse being strong 
and handsome, and the page, to my thinking, still bettcr." 

" On my soûl ! " said the Duke, " as thou counscUest me, so will I do. 
The young child, for the future, could learn in no better school than 
that of France, where from ail time honour has made her sojoum 
longer than in ail other princely houscs." 

They then proceeded along the road before them into Lyons, where 
the streets were full of pcople, with fair ladies at the Windows to see 
them pass. For, in ail truth, this Duke of Savoy was a both good and 
handsome prince, and well escorted ; in looking at him onc fclt he 
was the prince of a great house. 

He went for that night, which was onc Wcdncsday, straight to his 
lodgment, and kept with him the Lord de Ligny and another, named 
the Lord de Avenes (son of Sire Albret and brother to the King of 
Navarre, who was both a brave and accomplished lord), to sup with him, 
and several other lords and gentlemen ; and during the repast they were 
enlivened by the players and minstrels of the King. That night the 
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Duke of Savoy quîtted not his lodgment, but jomed in several games 
and pastîmes, and then they brought round wines and spîces, the which 
partaken of, each one retired iiim to his separate dweiling unti! the 




Seal of Diike of Savoy. 




CHAl'TICR V. 



Of how ihi; Dukt of Savoy wciit to pny his rcvurcnco to ihe Kinjj <if Fi^ini 
dvvdiing, and of the u-arm and cordial grcctîng accoidcd unio hit 



j N Thursd.iy morning arosc the Duke of Savoy, and, 
after puttirig himself in ordcr, wislicd to go and scek 
the King ; but ère iiis departurc from his lodgings, the 
aforosaid Lords of De Ligny and Ave nés, together 
with the Marshal Gic, who at that time was niuch 
cstcenied in France, came to him, to whom he bid 
good-morrow. And after marching to the dwclling 
of the King, who already was about to start to hear mass at 
the Convcnt of Cordeliers, the which hc had had built at the rcquest 
of a deyout monk called Brother John Bourgeois, at one ond of 
that environ of Lyons called Vaise. And hc had givcn unto thîs snid 




' This Marshall Gié was a Rohan, who conccivcd the f.incy of having hinistlf 
rcprescntcd on a tapcsiry, together with his différent rnnks, such as : nian-at-arms, 
litandard-bcarer, cnsign, captain, marshal. A ciipy of this composition cxisls in ihe 
Gagnièrcs Collection, and wis used by us as a niixlil for ihe cngravings ihai «c give 
herc and on p.ige 25. 
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monk much, as also later did his good and royal spouse, Ann, 
Duchess of Bretagne. The Duke of Savoy found the King about to 
quit his room, to whom he made the révérence such as was due to so 
high and noble a prince. But the good King, full of humility, raised 
and embraced him, saying — 

" My friend and cousin, you are îndeed most welcome ! I am rejoiced 
to see you, and in truth you hâve done well ; for had you not corne 
unto me, I had determined to visit you in your ovvn province, where I 
should hâve caused thee still further expenditure." 

To which the good Duke replied : " My Lord, it were difficult to my 
thinking to spend too much on your réception. My regret alone would 
hâve been that on your arrivai in my province, which is your own, our 
inability to receive you as befitted so mighty and magnanimous a 
prince as you are. But I pray you be assured that my heart, my 
body, and my expérience, if there be a God, are at your service as 
much as the least of your subjects." 

Then the King, reddening a little, thanked him. And mounting on 
their mules they proceeded together through the town to the said 
Convent of the Cordeliers, where they devoutly went to attend mass ; 
and when the time of the offering arrived, was handed by the Duke of 

m 

Savoy to the King the crown to give unto our Lord, as has always 
been the custom of the Kings of France, as to the Prince whom he 
would honour most. 

Mass over, they remounted their mules to return them to their dwellings, 
when the King retained the Duke of Savoy to dine with him, and also 
the aforementioned Lords of de Ligny and of Avenes. During the 
dinner, they held converse on divers matters, such as of dogs, birds, 
arms and loves; and amongst other things the Lord de Ligny said 
unto the King: "Sire, I do déclare to you that my Lord of Savoy 
wishes to présent to you a page who bestrides a strong palfrey most 
prettily — as well as any boy that I hâve ever seen — though I believe 
he be not more than fourteen years of âge ; but he manages his horse 
as one of thirty years. If it may please you to go to vespers at Ainay, 
you can there see him." 

"By my faith ! " replied the King, "that I will do." Then looking 
towards the Duke of Savoy, he said to him : " My cousin, who gave 
unto you this goodly page of whom our Cousin de Ligny speaks ? " 

To which the Duke replied : " My Lord, he is one of your subjects, 
and belongs to a house in your province of Dauphiny, from which hâve 
come many gallant gentlemen. His uncle, the Bishop of Grenoble, 
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half a year sînce, made présent of him to me. My lord and cousin 
has set eyes on him, and déclares that he is pleased with him ; you 
at your good pleasure can see both horse and page upon the meadows 
of Ainay." 

The good Chevalier was not then présent ; but being told of how the 
King desired to see him on horseback, and believe that had he taken 
the city of Lyons, he could not havc been better pleased. He went 
him forthwith unto the Duke of Savoy*s master-stableman, by name 
Pizou de Chenas, to vvhom he said : " Sir ! my friend, I understand 
that the King has desired my lord to see my palfrey, dinncr over, with 
me thcreon. I do cntrcat of thee, as much as I am able, that thou put 
liim in good order, and I will most vvillingly give unto thee my short 
dagger." 

The mastcr groom, seeing the eagemess of the young boy, said unto 
him : " Bayard, my friend, retain thy dagger, I wish not for it ; go 
thou only to wash and dress thyself, and thy horse will be in readiness 
for thee. And may it please God at this hour that you find grâce in 
the King's eyes ! For he has power to bring thee much advancement, that 
some day, by God's help, you may be as great a lord as I désire 
for you.'* 

" By my good faith, Sir," said the good Chevalier, *' I never will 
forget the courtesy that thou hast shown to me since such time as I 
hâve been of my lord's household ; and if God ever gives unto me 
advancement, thou shalt perceive the samc." 

Instantly ascending to the chamber of his csquire, he brushed 
his garments, and with care accoutred himself as well as it were 
ix)ssible. awaiting the summons which retarded not. For, 'twixt the 
hours of two and three, came unto them the Duke of Savoy s master 
of the horse, the which took charge of Bayard, who came to summon 
hîni, and found him rcady. 

Said unto him quite vexcdly ; ** Bayard, my friend. I see well that I 
am to hâve you no longer, for I do hear that my lord has already 
given you as présent unto the King, who desires to see you upon your 
stced upon the meadows of Ainay. I am not vexed at your advance- 
ment, but, on my soûl ! I much regret to part from you." 

To which replied the young Bayard : ** My lord and csquire, may God 
give me strength to hold to thosc virtues which thou hast shown to me 
sincc that my lord has placcd me in thy kceping ! If 1 am able, by 
reason of your hclp, nevcr to fccl ashamed of such things that I do, 
and if in future time it be within my power to do thee service, thou 
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wilt then be able to know how much I hold myself indebted to 
thee." 

After having said thèse words, they delayed no longer, for the 
appointed hour drew near. The esquîre mounted hîs horse, atso the 
good Chevalier moitnted himself upon bis stalHon, the whidi was so 
well-groomed and accoutred that nothing was left to be desired. They 
went to the meadows of Ainay, there to await the King and ail his 
retinue, for the Prince had gone by water down the Saône. 

On alighting from the boat, he went on to the meadow to see the 




Page o.i hoiseba:k. 



young Bayard upon his stallion, together with his esquire, and coni- 
menced to cry to him : " Page, my friend, put spurs into thy horse ! " 

The which he did at once, and he seenied, seeing him départ, that 
al) his life he had been given up to such as this. The gallop ovcr, 
niaking hîs horse to bound and lînish with the two or three great leaps, 
then, saying nothing, neined his horse round and stood before the King, 
stopping short before him, in such a manner that not alone the King 
but ail the company were greatly pleased. Then said the King unto 
my Lord of Savoy : 

"My cousin, ît were impossible better to guide a horse." 

' Bibliothèque Njlionak. 
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Then calling to the page, lie said to him : " Pique, Pique encore un 
coup ! " 

After thcse words the pages cried to him : " Piquez, Piquez," in such 
a manner that for cver after he was surnamed Picquet. 

"Truly again," said the King unto the Duke, "I sce before mine eyes 
that which my Cousin de Ligny told to me at dinner ; not waiting for 
you to give to me both page and horse, I now demand them of you." 

" My lord," rephed the Duke of Savoy, " the master is yours, and 
therefore what is his must also be, and by God's grâce may hc do you 
good service ! "' 

■■ lîy my good faith ! " rcplied tlie King, " it v*ere impossible for him 
not to become a worthy man. Cousin de Ligny. I give into your 
keeping this page ; but I «ish that he should not losc his horse, the 
which is to reniain in your own stable." 

Then the said Lord de Ligny, thanking the King humbly, feit himseif 
well satisfied to hâve received this présent ; for he with justice thought that 
he would grow to be a man to do him much crédit, the which did later 
corne to pass. For tliree years only v*as the good Chevalier page in the 
house of the Lord de Ligny, after which tinie, at the âge of seventeen, 
he appointed him into his company, at the same time retaining him 
as one of the gentlemen of his housghold. 





View of Lyons, from an engraving of the Siileentb Ccntury. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Of how a gentlenmn of Burgundy, nanied Messir Claude de Vaudrey, came unlo 
Lyons, by the désire of the Kîng of France, lo do feals of arms, as well on horseback 
as on foot, and bring his shields, thaï ail who touched ihc same should be received in 
combat. And of how the good Chevalier, threc days after he ccased lo be a page, 
touched ail the shields. 



HnHE Duke of Savoy remained at Lycns still scmc tîinc 
longer, wherc thcy ail held good chccr, togethcr «Uh 
ihe King and other princes and- French nobles. Ikiiig 
advised that it was time to return to liîs own provinci;. 
he demanded leave to do so, which was with regret 
granted unto him — and the good company he had to 
leave. 

The King gave unto him many goodiy gifts, he being most generous. 
Thus returned the good Duke Charles of Savoy unto his own kîngdom. 
The King of France went, two or three years, to vîsît him in his 
kingdom, and found himself in the said town of Lyons,' where therc had 
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arrived a gentleman of Burgundy, named Messir Claude de Vaudrey, 
an expert man at arms, and who desired much to follow the same. 
He made . request unto the King that, to guard agaînst the idleness of 
ail young gentlemen, he would permît of hîm to hold an assault, for 
those on horseback as well as those on foot, for thrusts of lance and 
blovvs of axe. The whîch was granted hîm, for the good Kîng desired 
not, after God's service, of whîch he was most careful, but happy 
pastimes. - 

Then the said Messir Claude de Vaudrey prepared his courts as 
best he could, and hung his shields in place whcre ail such gentlemen 
as had désire could see them coniing, and touching them, could write 
their names down with the king-at-arms, who had the charge thereof 
One day, passing in front the shields, the good Chevalier; who 
already, from the name given hîm by the Kîng at Ainay, was called 
Picquet by ail, thought to himself: **Alas! my God ! If I but knew 
how to cquip myself, how willingly would I touch thcsc shields to 
know and learn the use of arms ! " 

And on this hc halted and remained in méditation. 

Along with hîm was onc of his companions who had been also in 
the house of Lord de Ligny, by name Bellabre,^ who said to hîm : 
" Of what dreamest thou, my friend ? Thou seemest to me quite 
dazed." 

*' On my faith, friend," hc replîed, " I am so, and I wîll explaîn to 
you the reason thereof presently. 

" My lord has secn fit to raisc me from a page ; and by his kindness, 
has accoutred me and placed me amongst the order of gentlemen. It 
secms to me it would bc honourable to touch thèse shields of Messir 
Claude de Vaudrey, but I know not, when it has been done, who will 
fumish me with the equipment and the horses." 

Then rcplicd Bellabre, who was older than hîm, and a bold youth 
(one thing I would advise ail reading this history, that from the care 
of this noble Lord de Ligny hâve quitted fifty gentlemen, of whîch 
thirty hâve been most valîant and virtuous captains in their life) : ** My 
friend, thou thinkest of that ? Hâve you not your uncle, this great 
Abbot of Ainay. I vow to God that we shall go to hîm, and if he 
will not furnish what is needful, we shall take his staff and mitre ; but I 
belicve that when hc kncws your good desires, hc will assist you 
willingly." 

' ricrrc de roc(|iiiorcs. Lord of licllabrc and of la Marche (Roman;. 
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And, on thèse words he touched the shields. Montjoîe, king-at-arms, 
who being there to write the names, began to say to him : 

"Hallo! Picquet, my frîend, you will not hâve a beard thèse three 
years, and you undertake to fight against Messir Claude, who is one of 
the boldest knîghts now known .' " 

The which replied to him : " Montjoie, my friend, that which I do is 
from no pride or o ver-confidence, but only from désire to learn the use 
of arms, littlc by little, with those who can show me; and God, if ît may 




please Him, may grant me by His grâce that I may learn to do that 
which will please fair ladies." 

At which Montjoie laughed to hîmself and was much amused. 

The news spread at once throughout ail Lyons that Picquet having 
touched the shields of Messir Claude, came at the end into the hearing 
of the said Lord de Ligny, who would not hâve had it so for ten 
thousand crowns. He went straightway to tell the King thercof, who 
was well pleased, and said ; " By my soûl ! Cousin de Lîgny, I hâve 
presentiment that your latè charge will do you much crédit." 

"We shall see if it be so," replîed the Lord de Ligny ; "hc Ls still too 
young to withstand the thrusts of Messir Claude." 

' HibliothÈquc Nationale. 
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It was bold cnougli in the good Chevalier to Iiavc touched the 
shields of Messîr Claude, but how to find the money to furnish him 
with horscs and accoutrements? His friend Bollabrc came unto him, to 
whom he said : 

"Companîon, and friend, I pray you be the mediator with mine 
uncle, Monseigneur of Ainay, that he may give me money. I wcll 
know that if my good uncle, Monseigneur of Grenoble, was hère, he 
would let me want for nothing ; but ho is at his abbcy of Saint-Sernin, 
at Toulouse. It is far distant; ncver could man go there and return 
in time." 

■* Do not distress yoursclf ! " an.swered Rcllabre ; "we shall, you and I, 
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go to-morrow niorn to spcak with him, and I trust we!l shall niakc 
good our case." 

This reassurcd soniewhat the good Chevalier; nevcrtheless he could 
not rcst that nîght. llellabre and he slept in one chamber. Thcy ncxt 
day rose and placcd themselvcs in one of those small boats of Lyons, 
to takc thcm unto Ainay. Thcrc descending, the first man that they 
met upon the meadow was the Abbot, saying his prayers, in company 
with one of his monks. 

They went forward and saluted both the gentlemen ; but he, havîng 
alrcady heard mention that his nephew had touched the shields of Mcssir 
Claude de V'audrey, dîd not grant them niuch favour, but accosting 
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thus his nephcw, said to hîm : "Ho! master boastfui, from whence got 
you this tcmcrity to touch the shiclds of Messîr Claude de Vaudrey ? 
It is but thrce days since you were a page, and havc net now lived 




Saint-Scniln. From a Phologiaph. 



more than seventeen years : you are of an âge still to bc whippcd, 
and you to show so great a conceit ! " 

To whicli thc good Chevalier rcpHed, "Monseigneur, I do assure you 
by iiiy faith that from no pridc I dîd it ; but my désire and wish to 
corne by virtuoua decds, to the sanic honour that my forcfalhers and 
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yours hâve comc, has given me this boldness. I thercforc do cntreat of 
you, my lord, as much as I am able, seoing thiit I havo ncithcr kiiisman 
nor friend herc to wliom I can at présent hâve recoiirse, except 
yourself, that it bc your good picasure to (jrant me aid of what îs 
ncedful to obtain that whkh is neccssary for nie." 

" By my faîth ! " replied the Abbot, " you can cl icwhcrc scek foi 
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one to lend you nioncj'. That which «as given by the fouiidcrs of 
this abbcy was given for God's service, not to disiK--nse in jousts and 
toumaments." 

The whicli words of the Abbot were takcn up by the Lord of 
Ketlabrc, whu answered hiiii : " Monseif^neur, witliout the virtue and 
prottcss of your ancestors, tliou wouldst not hâve become Abbot of 
Ainay, for throuyh this nieans and none otlier it came about. Thou 
must beat in mind the benefits received from the i)ast, and Iioik: Uit 
somc rémunération from feats now donc. Your nephew, my corn- 
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panion, cornes of a goodly race, much loved by the King and my lord, 
our masten He has aspirations fpr the future, you should be well 
pleased thereat ; and he much wishes you to render him assistance ; for it 
will but cost you two hundred crowns to put him in good order, and 
he may bring you honour worth more than ten thousand." 

They were replied to by the Abbot in divers other strains, but in the 
end he gave consent to help the aforesaid good Chevalier. 




The Abbot t^king out hiï Purse. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Of how thc Abbot of Ainay h.ir 
twi) horitcs, and wrolc u Icttur 
with ail that wuî 



into thc good Chevalier onc hundred crowns to buy 
a nicrchant of Lyons, dcsiring bini to provide him 



flIKRH «as long converse held bctwixt the Abbot and 
thc two young ycnticmen. But in the end he led them 
to bis divcllin^r, and therc opcned a small cupboard, 
whcrc, frcm a purse that lay therein, he drew one 
hundred crowns, the which hc handed to Bellabre, and 
said to him : "Young gentleman, there arc one hundred 
crowns tlic which I give to you to buy two horses for 
this valiant soldier, for hc is still toc young in years to act hîmself; I 
shall aiso wrîte onc Hne unto Laurencin to furnish him with habiliments 
and ail that wiU bc nccdful." 

" It is wcll donc, my lord," answered Bellabre, "and I assure you 
that, when ail mcn know it, you will be much praiscd for iL 

He callcd at once fur ink and paper to wrîte unto Laurencin, whom 
he did ordcr to hand unto bis nepliew ail that would bc ncccssary for 
accoutrement at this toumamcnt, imagining to hîmself that it would bc 
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about the value of one hundred francs of merchandise ; but it proved 
otherwise, as you shall after learn. 

As soon as the gentlemen had had their letter given unto them, after 
having taken leave of the Abbot, and the good Chevalier havîng most 
humbly thanked him for the courtesy that he had done him, they 
returned them to their little boat to return to Lyons, quite joyful at their 
good success. Bellabre was first to speak, and said : " Do you knovv that 
which has corne to us, my friend. When God sends men good fortune 
they must make the best of it. That which is taken from the monks 
is holy bread. Hère we hâve a letter to Laurencin, to give to you ail 
that you may require : go quickly to his dwelling, before your Abbot 
can think of what he has done ; for he has placed no limit in his said 
letter as to how much money is to be spent on your accoutrements. 
And by my faith ! you shall be accoutred for the tournament, and 
for a whole year besides, for after this you will receive naught else 
from him." 

The good Chevalier, desiring nothîng better, laughed to himself and 
said : " By my faith ! friend, it is well ; but I pray you let us hasten. 
For greatly do I fear that, perceiving that which he has done, he will 
instantly despatch one of his serving-men to say how much money he 
intends to spend on mine equipment." 

Most right was their conception, as you shall hear. They urged the 
boatman to hasten, who brought them to in front the Exchange, where 
they did land, and instantly went straight unto the dwelling of Laurencin, 
who was at the time in his shop, and they saluted him. And he, who 
was an honest and good merchant, saluted them likewise. Bellabre 
commenced to speak and said : " By my faith ! good Laurencin, my 
companion and I hâve come from seeing an honest abbot, who is 
Monseigneur of Ainay." 

" I well believe you, I also say the same," said Laurencin : " he is a right 
good man, and I hold myself to be one of his faithful followers. I 
hâve had in my life dealings with him to twenty thousand francs ; and 
never hâve I come across more honourable a man." 

" But you do not know his generosity as regards his nephew, my 
companion hère," said Bellabre. " Learning that he had touched the 
shields of Messir Claude de Vaudrey, and that he was wishful to 
acquire like honours to his ancestors, and knowing that we dwelt 
together, he sent for both of us this morning. And after we had had 
good breakfast, gave to his nephew threc hundred fine crowns to 
purchase horses. besides his accoutrements ; so that there will be no 
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man in the company better equipped than he. He also handed to us a 
letter addressed to you, advising you to fumish him wîth ail that will be 
necessary." Showed him the letter ; he saw at once in it the writing 
of my lord the Abbot 

" I do assure you, gentlemen," said Laurencin, " that thcre is nothing 
hère that is not at your service, nor at that of my lord who writes to 
me, only make mention you of that which you désire." 

Then were shown to thcm fabrics of gold, silver, satins, brocades, 
velvets, and other silks, from which they chose for the Chevalier up to 
the valuj of sevcn to eight hundred francs. And then took leave of 
him to go unto their dvvelling ; and instantly sent out for tailors to do 
their bidding. 

Now we return for a while to the Abbot, who was well pleased to 
see his nephew go. Ordered that dinner should be brought, at which 
he had somc guests ; and amongst other converse, commenced to tell 
aloud : " I hâve had a terrible gift to make this day ; this boy, my 
nephew Bayard, has been so fool-hardy as to touch the shields of 
Messir Claude, and to equip himself has come this morning to ask 
moncy of me. I gave to him one hundred crowns ; but still that is 
not ail, for I hâve also written to Laurencin to hand to him ail that 
he shall ask for to equip himself with casaque and other things."^ 

To which replied the sacristan of the place : " By my faith ! Mon- 
seigneur, you hâve well done ; he is wishful to follow the prowess of my 
lord your grandfather, who was a valiant man, as were ail his kinsmen. 
I see no harm in this but the one thing ; he is but young and wilful. 
You hâve written to Laurencin to furnish him with ail that he shall 
ask for; I am assured that he will do it, and that it will be the 
matter of two thousand crowns ; I much fear that he will take more 
than you did intend to givc." 

The Abbot instantly thought thcreon and answered : ''By Saint 
Jacques ! thou spcakest truth ; for I gave to him no limit." Then said 
he, **Call unto me my steward" (who came at once). "This instant, 
Nicolas," said the Abbot, "another will serve in your stead ; go into 
the town unto Laurencin, and tell him that I wrote to him this morning* 
to furnish habiliments unto my nephew Bayard for the said tournamcnt of 
Mesbir Claude de Vaudrey. That he shall give to him the value of 
one hundred or one hundred and twenty francs, not more, and do but 
go and hasten back again." 

' A robe was then worn above the cuirass. 
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The said steward Soon started, but it was then late. When he 
arrived at Laurencin's, he was àt table, but because an intimate, he 
asccnded at once and hailed the company there assembled. 

"My good sir," said Laurencin, " you corne in good time ; wash 
thine hands and corne and sup with us." 

" I thank you," he replied ; •' it is not that that brings me, My lord 
has sent me hère, because he wrote to you this day to fumîsh his 
nephew with some accoutrements." 

Laurencin not knowing why he .saitl this, said, " My good sir, this 
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Tailor of thc Sixlccnth Cenlury.' 

is already done. I lost no time in doing so. He is a vcry coniely 
youth ; my lord did wcll in thus assisting him," 

"And for how much was the order given you ?" cnquired the steward. 

"I do not know, upon my word," said hc, "if I look not to my 
papers and receipts which are put down upon the back of my lord's 
Ictter, but I should think about eight hundred francs," 

"Ah! By our lady! you hâve spoilt ail." 

" Wherefore ? " enquired Laurencin. 

"Because of this," replied the steward, "that my lord has sent me 

' Aftcr Jost Aniniun. 
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unto you to tell you to hand to him but for onc hundred or one 
hundred and twenty francs." 

'" His letter says not so," replied Laurencm ; "and sïnce he ordercd 
more, he more has had ; for thus he ordered, my good sir." 

" Nor is there novv a remedy," remarkcd the steward ; " to God I 
commend you," 

He retumed to Ainay and found there still the company whîch he 
had lefL 

When the Abbot saw his steward, he saîd to him : " Well, Nicolas, 
hâve you lold that unto Laurcncin ,' " 




OkI IIouscs at LyoDS. 

"Well yes, my lord, but I arrived too latc. Your nephcw had 
alrcady rcai>cd his harvcst, and has only taken his worth of cight 
hundred francs." 

"Eight hundred francs! Holy Mary!" cxclaimed the Abbot; "there 
is a gracclcss good-for-nothing. Go instantly, you know his dwellîng ; 
find him, and tell him tliat if he does not instantly give back Laurcncin 
that which he has taken, he will never receive from me one othcr 
farthing." 

The steward dîd as my lord commanded him, and wcnt to Lyons, 
thinking to find his man, who had bethought hîmsclf of thîs disclosure 
and had told his ser\'ing-man : " If any man from my Lord of Ainay 
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cornes to enquire for me, make what excuse you will, I will not speak 
vvith him." And this was told to ail those in the dwelling. 

When the steward came to ask for him, they made reply to him 
that he was et my Lord de Ligny's ; he went thither, and found him 
not Returned unto the dwelling : they told him he had gone to try 
some horses down by the Rhône. In short, he made ten trials, but 
could not meet with him. He then went home, for he saw well it was 
a mockery. Arrived at Ainay, he told Monseigneur 'twere but lest 
time to seek his nephew, for he had been more than ten times to his 
house without finding him, the doors being shut to him. Then said 
the Abbot, " By mine honour ! he is a bad boy ; but he will repent 
thereof" 

His anger passcd as best it might, but he did nothing more. Lot 
U3 cease to speak of him and rcturn us t3 the good Chevalier and his 
companion, and tell of how they prospered with their doings. 




Kni|>hU prepareil fur Ihe Jousl. Arier Jost Ai 



CHAPÏKR VIII. 



OS how ihc ijood C'lii;v;ilicr, s;tiis |wur cl sans rcprocho, nnd his conipanion mounicd Ihcîr 
sli^L'ds in full oquipiDonI, ;ind of how ihc siiid t'ood Chevalier bthiivod hiiiistlf crcditably, 
considcring his strcngtb, agiiinit Mcsslr Claude du Vuudrcy. 




^T may casily be undcrstood, that as when thc good 
Chevalier and hU com)>aniun had obtaincd from Lati- 
rencin such things as thc y desîrcd, thcy dîd not 
tarry longer in his dwclHng. Dreading u'hat mïght 
corne to pass, but chose ail thîngs nccdful with much 
despatch. 

Retuming to thcir dwelling, thcy forthwith sent for 
tailors to makc for cach of them their casaques, to 
wear above their arniour ; for it was the good Chevalier's wish that 
his companion should bc dresscd as hc himself was; for that they had 
ail things in comnion. Aftcr that they had givcn orders as to their 
habiliments, Hcllabre saîd, "Fricnd, we now must go and seek for 
horses. I know a gentleman of Piedmont ; lodging now at Grenctte 
who has a strong horse, wcll-shapcd, and a good movcr ; the whîch 
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I think will do for you; and I much think that he also has a small 
bay charger, which îs vvell-looking. I hâve been told that hc désires 
to part with them, for reason, that but eight days since, whilst riding, 
he broke a leg ; let us go and enquire about them." 

" It is vvell advised," replied the good Chevalier. 

They vvent by vvater till reaching Notre-Dame-de-Comfort, wherc 
they sought the lodgment of the said Piedmontese gentleman, whom 
they found in his chamber suffering much with his leg. They salutcd 
him, and he did likewise, as befitted a courteous knight. Bellabre was 
spokesman, saying : " My good sir, my companion hère desires to 
purchase two of your horses, it having been told us that you wish to 
sell them, for reason of this accident that has happened you, for which 
we are much grieved." 

" On my faith ! sirs," replied the gentleman, " it is the case, and is 
grievous to me, for thèse horses are good and well-looking ! But since 
it is God*s will, it scems, that I shall be still three months longer in 
this town. Living is dear; and horses in the stable will cost me their 
full value. You seem to me to be brave and honest gentlemen. And 
I should like far better that my horses should fall into your hands than 
into those of strangers. Mount them, and try them outside the town 
with one of mine own men ; and on your return, if they do plcase 
you, we shall speak of ternis." 

They found the proposai to be an honest one, and forthwith wcrc 
the horses saddled, on which the Chevalier and his friend mounted, and 
proceeded to the meadow near La Guillotière, where after both galloping 
and trotting they were much pleased with them. 

Returning to the dwelling of the gentleman to come to terms, they 
enquired of him the price that he demanded for them. 

" By my faith ! " said he, " if I were well, there is not one man on this 
earth, if I did not wish to make to him a présent, who would hâve 
had them for two hundred crowns ; but, by my regard for you, I shall 
be content to let you hâve the horse for sixty crowns, and the charger 
for fifty ; making in ail one hundred and ten crowns, and less I will 
not take." 

Seeing at once that in this he was most reasonable, they said naught 
else but: "Good sir, this you shall hâve, and henceforth, for ail our 
lives, you will hâve two gentlemen at your service ; " for which he 
thanked them. They then drcw from out the purse and handcd to 
him one hundred and ten crowns, and two besides, for wine to givc 
unto the serving-men. 
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The horscs then were led by the young men unto the stables, wherc 
thcy had them well tendcd to, for it watited but thrce days to the 
commencement of the tournament, heralded by Mcssir Claude de 
Vaudrey, whcre each knight was to disport hirnself accordïng to hïs 
strength, 

It opened whh tlic Mcssir Claude striding forth according to custom, 
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and makîng known tlie permission he had himself receîvcd froni the 
King of France. And on onc Monday thcrc wcre placed upon the 
ranks or ngainst hîni cssaycd scvcral good and valïant gentleman 
belonging to the huuseliold of the good King Charles, such as the 
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Seneschal Galliot,' at that time accounted a brave and expert man at 
arms, the young Bonneval, Sandricourt,* Chatillon, who were amongst 
the King's most esteemed friends, and tnany others; where each, as ont 
may fancy, dîd his bcst endeavour. Now, ît was the custom that, whcn 
each knight had finishcd he was Icd along the lists, wîth face un- 
covered, to the end that ail might see the faces of thosc that had donc 
wcU or ill. 




Kninlil. Aficr Jost Ammon. 

The good Chevalier, in the eighteenth year of his âge, which was 
extrême youth (for that he was still growing. and was of nature both 
lean and colourlcss), entered the ranks, to try as did the others. and 
then making his first essay which was somewhat rudely dealt ; for had 



' He aficrwards bccame Grand Master of Artillcry. His armour, hctc givcn, is still 
to be secn ia the Mus& Anillcrie under the No. G. 38. 

' This Lord of Sandricourt was so enlhusiaslic about tourratiicnts ihat ho ruîiicd 
himscif about this lime wîth one ihat he gave which is celebraicd siill and knowii 
by the name of the pas d'armes de Sandricourt. 
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he not to meet hîm one of the most expert and finished knights at that 
tîme in this world ? 

At any rate, I know not how it came about, or if it were that God 
wished to succour him, or if it were that Messir Claude de Vaudrey 
took a strange pleasure in him, but he was found to be the first man 
in ail the combat, as well on horseback as on foot, and that none other 
had donc better nor so well as he. And for this cause ail the fair 
dames of Lyons gave him praise ; for, as has already hère been said 
before, he was obliged, his duties over, to ride along the lists, with face 
uncovered. For which cause, when they perceived it was the good 
Chevalier somcwhat abashed, the ladies in their Lyonnaise tongue 
accordcd him honours, crying : " Vey vo cistou malotru ! il a mieux fay 
que tous les autres!' 

And ail the rest there présent accorded him such praise, that the 
good King Charles dcclared at supper, to further honour him : " Jîy 
mine own honour ! Picquet has made a beginning which to my thinking 
will lead to a good end." And then remarked to Lord de Ligny : 
** My cousin, I never made you in my life so good a présent as when 
I gave you him." 

To which the said lord rcplied : " Sire, if he grows to be a great man, 
it were more to your honour than to mine ; for it is due to the kind 
praise accorded by you that he undcrtakes ail this. God grant that he 
may so go on ! But his uncle, the Abbé of Ainay, takes not much 
pleasure in it, for he has been provided with both shields and 
accoutrements at his expense." The which the King having been 
already informed thercof; laughed hcartily with ail the company. 
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The good Chevalier bidding farewell to Lord de Lignf. 



CHAPTER IX. 



How Lord de Ligny sent the good Chevalier lo join a garrison in Picardy, whcre al that 
lime washis Company, ofhowhe lodgcd in the piciuresquc lown of Aire, and on his 
arriva) of how his companions went forth lo meet him. 



I UT a few days after the conclusion of the toumament, one 

moming Lord de Ligny called unto him the good Chevalier 

sans peur et sans reproche, to whom he said : " Picquet, my 

friend, you hâve begun life with much good fortune, but the 

fortunes of arms requires still more of you. I shall stîll retain 

you as one of my household, at three hundred francs each 

year, providîng thee with three horses and ail thy re- 

quirements,' and hâve placed you in my company, 

"I désire that you do join the garrison and mix with thcse companions, 

assuring you that amongst them arc some as valïant men-at-arnis as 

to be found in Christendom, and who often make exercise of arms by 

holding jousts and toumaments, both to gain honour and for the love 



I Men-at-an))s of this time served at Iwo, three, and four horses ; bcsides this, 
evcry rcquisilc was fumished them. 
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of ladics. There seems to me also to be some talk of vvar, which for 
you would be most fortunate." 

The good Chevalier desiring nothing better replied : " My lord, I pray 
you receive my most humble thanks for ail the many kindnesses you 
hâve alrcady done me, and do do me daily, and pray to our good God 
to reward you. But at this time îs my grcatest désire to go and join 
this Company of whom you speak (and I hâve heard). It were im- 
possible to remain herc ail my life. If it be your good pleasure, I shall 
départ to-morrow." 

The Lord de Lîgny said, ** That I do agrée to, but, firstly, you must 
go to and bid farewell unto the King, to whom I shall conduct you 
aftcr dinner ;" which doing, they found the King just rising from his 
table : to whom the Lord de Ligny said : ** Sire, hère is your servant 
Picquet, who is about to leave us to join his company in Picardy ; he 
comes to take farewell of you." 

The Chevalier, with composed air, knelt, and the King smilingly 
looked upon, saying : " Picquet, my friend, may you by God's help 
continue as you hâve begun, and you will then in time become truly a 
prudhomme.^ You go into a province where are many fair ladies, 
endeavour to find favour in their sight. Adieu, my friend." 

"Sire, accept my thanks," replied the good Chevalier. Then being 
embraced by ail the princes and nobles, he bid farewell to scveral 
gentlemen, who much bemoancd his thus Icaving the court But not so 
with him. He had delayed too long, to his thinking, for he fain would 
hâve been already on his road, having long wishcd to go whither he 
yas now going. 

The King called to him one of his varlets who had charge of his 
coffers, and commanded him to give unto the Chevalier three hundred 
crowns, likewise presenting him with a fine courser from his own stable ; 
gîving at the same time the varlet thirty crowns, and ten for freight of 
the said courser. Ail those who knew thercof praised this generosîty 
much. 

The Lord de Ligny returned with him to his abode ; spoke to the 
Chevalier that night as would a fathcr, admonishing him abovc ail 
things to esteem his honour ; which admonition the Chevalier kept until 

his death. 
When the hour of rest arrived, the Lord de Lîgny said to him: 
Picquet, my friend, you will be leaving to-morrow betimcs, and I may 
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' A prudhomme at this time mcant a man both wise and valiant. 
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not see you. May God be with you." He then embraced hîm wîth 
teaifui countenance, and the good Chevalier on one knee btd him farewell, 
retanûng to his lodgment escorted by many of his companions, who 
also took a warm farcwel) of Iiim. On going to his chamber he found 
there the tailor of the saïd Lord de Ligny, who brought two complète 
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habiliments for him, a gift from his master, to whom he said : " My 
friend, had I known of this goodly présent, I should hâve thanked my 
lord, who has already heaped so many faveurs on me who so tittle 
merits them. I beg of you to thank him on my behalf" Taking out 
his purse he presented him with twenty crowns. 

* Itibliolhèque Nationale. 
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One of hîs scrvîng-nien entered and said to him : " Sir, William the 
ostler bas brought into your stable the great horse beloniîng to Lord 
de Ligny, whom he says présents it unto you ; but he bas returned 
home, intending to speak again with thee on the morrow " 

" He will not find me hère," said Bayard, "as at daybreak I shal! be 
in the saddle." Thcn handing the tailor ten crowns, he said to him : 
" My fricnd, I beg of you to gîve thîs unto William the ostler, on my 
behalf, at the same timc saluting ail in that goodiy house from me." The 
which the tailor did. 

Whom quitting the room, the good Chevalier having put ail in readiness 




for his departure, retircd to rest, it being then almost midnight. Rising 
betimes, he saw départ his great horscs, of which he had in al) six, 
together with his baggage. He himself following with six fine courscrs, 
after having taken leavc of his host and hostess, who were well pleased 
to hâve had him in their house. Hîs frîend Bellabre accompanied him 
as far as Arbrcsle, whcre ihey dîncd. There they fook leave of onc 
another, the which was not a serious matter, as three or four days later 
Bellabre followed his friend, having only waited for the arrivai of two 
great horses which came to him from Spaîn. 

The good Chevalier travelled by casy stages, as he was takîng with 
him great horses, but at length arrived within three leagues of the town 

' Bibliothèque Nationale. 
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pf Aire, înto whîch he sent a servant to find lodgment for him. When 
the gentlemen of the company heard that Picquet was so near, àll 
mounted theîr horses, or nearly ail, and went forth to meet him, so 
greatly did they désire to see one, of whose virtues they had heard so 
much. There were in ail one hundred and twenty youthful gentlemen, 
who met theîr companion half a league out of the town. It were 
needless to tell that they greeted him warmly, making great cheer. They 
proceeded gaily to the town, discussing sundry topics on their way ; the 
Windows were ail filled with ladies, ail of whom had already heard of the 
nobleness of heart of the good Chevalier Picquet. AU desired to know 
him ; they saw him, but not so well as they did later. This good Chevalier 
was then escorted by his friends unto his lodgment, where supper was 
în readiness ; the servant whom he had sent on before having ordered 
it. Inviting some of thèse saîd companions to it, they had a jovial time, 
he being asked many questions conceming himself, as to his feelings in 
having, still so young, done so well against Messir Claude de Vaudrey, 
praising him to the skies. 

But the good Chevalier not openly showing his delight, answered them 
courteously thus : " Friends, gentlemen ; the praise accorded to me is 
undeserved ; and I am still unworthy of it, but I trust that it may please 
God, with your help, that I may yet become one of the many great 



men." 



They then let this converse drop, and spoke of other matters. Then 
one of the company, Tardieu by name, who was both merry and facetious, 
spoke thus to the good Chevalier: "Friend and companion, I think it 
right to tell you that in ail Picardy there are no more beautiful women 
than those belonging to this town, of whom your hostess, whom you hâve 
not yet seen, is one. She has gone to the marriage of one of her nièces ; 
but returns to-morrow ; when you shall see her. It is impossible 
that you hâve joined this garrison without crowns ; and must, on your 
arrivai, something do in order to be well spoken of, and by such 
well-doing you may obtain the favour of the ladies of this province ! 
It is long since a j)rize has been given in this town ; and I pray you 
therefore to give one before eight days are over. Grant this, I do 
entreat of you, it being my first request." 

The good Chevalier replied : " By my faith ! my Lord de Tardieu. Hadst 
thou asked of me a far greater thing I should willingly hâve granted 
it, but in granting this, does it gives me or you the greatest pleasure? 
And if to-morrow you will send round the trumpeter, and get the 
Captain to grant us leave, we shall make every préparation." 
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Tardicu replied : " Do not let the permission trouble you, our Captain 
Louis d'Ars always grants it, when it is for hamiless purposes. He îs 
not hère at présent, but wîll be in four days' time, and if he does not 
approve thercof, I will bear the blâme." 

"In that case," said the Chevalier, "to-morrow your wtshes wîll be 
carried out," 

The Company remaîncd in converse until the clock struck mîdnight, 
then taking leave of each other till the next day, when, the said 
Tardieu was not forge tful to corne unto the lodging of the good 
Chevalier, his new companion, bringïng with him the trumpetcr of the 
troop. His first moming's greeting beïng: " Friend, excuse yourself no 
further ; hère is your man ! " 





Kni|;hiï tilting. After Jost Ammon. 



CHAPTER X. 



How thc good Chevalier had hcraldcd throu^hout Aire that a tournamenl was to bc held 
for love of Indies, M which Ihe victor's priic would bc a golden bracelet and a fine 
diamond to présent to his ladylovc. 




' LTHOUGH in sore need of rest, the good Chevalier sans 
peur et sans reproche, for of the much. work of his 
ttiînd, relatîng to the proposais madc by his friend De 
Tardieu, slept not overmuch that nighL' Considering as 
to the arrangement of his tournanient and of how he 
should exécute the same, as you shal! hear. For whcn 
Tardieu arrived next morning, bringing with him the 
trumpeter, hc found already written out ail directions for the saîd 
toumament, which ran as follows, that: "Pierre de Bayard, young 
gentleman and beginner in the use of arms, native of Dauphîny, 



' It is hère to bc remarked that the Loyal Serviteur ncver allows his master lo 
sleep peacefull)' uader exciiing circumstances. Is it to be the more impresscd by his 
récitai ? The fréquent mention of it leads us to ihink so ; but it is also probable that 
like ail active men, Dayard slept but little. 
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one of the household of the King of France, under the charge and 
guidance of the great and povverful noble my Lord de Ligny, 
hereby proclaims a tournament, to be held on the outskirts of 
the town of Aire adjoîning to the walls, open to ail corners, on the 
twentieth day of July, for three lance-thrusts, with unshcathed and 
blunted lances, armcd cap-à-pied, and twelve sword-thrusts, whilst on 
horscback. The victor to receive as prize a golden bracelet enamelled 
with his colours, of thirty crowns weight. The next day will bc for 
encounters on fojt, for lance-thrusts from behind a barrier to the hcight 
of vvaist, and after lances broken, for blows of axes, at the discrétion of 
the judgcs and the keepers of the said camp. The prize to be a 
diamond, the cost of which vvas forty crowns." 

When Tardieu saw the proclamation, hc cxclaimed : " Of a surety, 
friend, never did Tristan, Launcelot, or Gauvain ^ do better. Trumpcter, 
herald this throughout the town ; then go to ail garrisons that are 
wîthin three days' journey to proclaim it to ail our friends ! " 

You must understand that at this time in Picardy there were between 
seven and eight hundred men-at-arms, comprised in the companîes of 
Marshal d'Esquerdcs, those of the Scotch, of Lord de la Palesse, a 
virtuous and lucky captaîn, and several others, ail of whom heard the 
proclamation of the trumpeter. Those that would compete got them- 
selves in readiness without delay, as it was to take place in eight or ten 
days* time ; and in the end they mustered a goodly number, being in ail 
forty or fifty men in the ranks. 

In the midst of ail, whilst awaiting the important day, came back the 
noble knight, Captain Louis d'Ars, the which was right glad to arrive in 
time to share this pastime. Bayard, hearing of his coming, hastened to 
pay him révérence, being most cordial one to another. Whilst also to 
add to the fcstivities, Bellabre arrivcd on the next day, much to the 
pleasure of ail. 

Each day they disported themsclves by essaying horses and entertaîn- 
ing faîr ladies, to whom the Chevalier along with the others paîd his 
respects, so much so that the ladies of this neighbourhood, as well as 
those more distant who had arrived for the tournament, accorded him 
the highcst praise, yet without spoiling him. At last the day of the 
said tournament arrived, when ail competitors joined the lists. Amongst 
the judgcs wcre Captain Louis D'Ars,^ the Lord Saint-Quentin, a 



* Three of the heroes of the chivalric legend of the Round Table. 

* The family of Louis d'Ars was a native of Berry, not of Dauphiny, as commcn- 
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Scotchman, and others. There were ail forty-six in number, who faîrly 
divided into two sides with twenty-three on each. Ali being ready to 
commence, the trumpet sounded and the tournament pronounced begun. 
Instantly the young Chevalier entered the list, and was challenged by a 
gentleman of Dauphiny, Tartarin^ by name, who was a right bold man- 
at-arms. They commenced charging one another. Tartarin broke about 
a foot off his lance ; whilst the good Chevalier, striking home just above 
the guard arm, broke his lance înto five or six pièces, when at once 
the trumpets sounded.* It was in truth a splendid sîght. Then after 
havîng fînished their first charge,^ prepared they for their second, and so 
venturesome was Tartarin, that with his lance he bent the vambrace of 
the good Chevalier to the brassarts' right,* to ail appearance having 
pierced his arm. Bayard thereupon with goodly thrust pierced his visor, 
carrying away his plume from off his casque on the end of his lance.^ 

The thîrd lance was as gallantly if more rudely broken than the 
other two. 

Their combat fînished, Bellabre came forward, and against him a 
Scotch man-at-arms, Captain David de Fougas by name, who likewise 
brake three lances, as well as it were possible for man to do. And thus 
two by two they jousted, until each one had tried his skill. 

This being over, they combated with swords, as by the proclamation. 
The good Chevalier at his third thrust broke his sword in two pièces, 
afterwards executing the remaining number of thrusts as well as could 
be donc. The others followed in their due order. And it was thought 
by ail the judges as well as ail those présent that no better tilting with 



tators bclieve. They confuse it with the name of Arces, a Dauphinese family. M. de 
Terrebasse was the first to rectify this error. 

* This name of Tartarin is that of a Valentinian family who owned lands in 
Viennois. Nevertheless, to glorify the Président de Boissieu, who had accepted the 
dedication of his Nobiliaire du Dauphiné (167 1), the genealogist Guy Allard has 
confused the name of Tartarin, which was a surname of war, with that of an 
ancestor of the Président. 

■ The same as still the trumpet sounds in our military exercises when the end has 
been attained by a warrior. 
' After the conclusion of their first charge, they again took the field for the second. 

* They called canon the brassart in front of the arm ; it was connected with the 
brassart of the under-part of the arm by the garde-bras or vambrace, which allowed 
of the bending of the arm. Thèse canons are to be secn in the Musée d* Artillerie 
under the Nos. G. 268 and 271. 

* A small hat surrounded by a crest. The casques wom at tilting were always 
surmounted by some emblematical figure : such as the head of a nian, woman or 
animal, which had always a place in the heraldic attributes of the combatants. 
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lance nor dashing of sword had been ever seen. And though ail had 
donc we!l, those that werc accounted best were the good Chevalier, 
Bellabre, Tartarin, Captain David, one of the company of my Lord of 
Esquerdes.' by name the Bastard de Chimay, and Tardîeu. 

When evening approached, and ail had finished their duties, they 
retired unto the dwelling of the good Chevalier, who had had dressed a 
triumphal supper, the which was graced by many ladîes faîr ; for 




Jousting wilh Swotd* ' 

throughout Picardy froin tcn leagues around ail had coine to sec this 
goodly toumatnent, and had held great checr. 

Aftcr supper thcy had dancing and sundry othcr pastimes, till it grcw 
late, ail regretful to leive, till the dock struck the early hours of 
morning, Then thcy one by one departcd, cscorting the ladies to theîr 
respective dwellings. 

It was late next day when they awoke ; and there was net one who 
did not go and thank the good Chevalier much, as much for the jousts 
as for his great kindness, for no more gracious or courteous gentleman 
than he cxisted. Thcn to complète the whole, the soldicrs repaîred unto 
the dwelling of their Captain Louis d'Ars, whithcr the good Chevalier 

' Elected Marshal of France in 149:, Ihc Baron d'Esquerdes died at Lyons, two 
ycars Ijter, when pa.ssing into Itniy with ihe army of Charles V[[l. 
* Aftcr Jost Aninion. 
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also was begging his Captain to corne and dine with him and Lord 
St. Quentin, in company with the ladies of the preceding evening, the 
which he agreed to do. They ail repaired to hear mass, after which 
wcre to be seen young gentlemen taking the ladies round -the 
waivSts thus leading them, speaking of love and such like matters, 
till reaching the abode of the good Chevalier, where they had had such 
fcasting on the previous night, they partook them of a dinner which was 
still better. And not long did they remain there dinner over, for 
at about two o'clock each who had been at the tournament had to place 
himself in the ranks to commence the second day's programme, when 
ail who thought that they had missed the first day's prize, hoped 
afresh to gain one. 

The judges, knights and ladies having arrived, the good Chevalier 
commenced proceedings in the accustomed manner, and against him 
appeared a much esteemed knight from Hainault, Hanotin de Sucker 
by name. From behind the barriers they thrust their lances, dealing 
mighty blows until they were in pièces. Then taking in hand their axes 
that each had by him, dealt such blows that it seemed like mortal 
combat. 

At last the good Chevalier giving his adversary a blow to the right 
side of his ear, making him stagger and fall on his knees, rushed from 
behind the barrier, making him kiss the earth whether he would or no. 
Seeing which, the judges called out : " Hollo ! Hollo ! it is enough ; let 
him withdraw." 

After thèse two, came Bellabre and Arnaulton de Pierreforade 
forward (the latter a gentleman of Gascony), the which did marvels 
with their lances, which were soon broken ; then came to axes, with 
which they dealt great heavy blows ; but Bellabre breaking his, the 
judges called on them to stop. After thèse two came on Tardieu with 
David the Scotchman, both knew their work well. 

Thus each coming on in turn, it was seven hours ère it was at length 
completed, and for so small a tournament ail said that it were as 
good a one as they had ever seen. 

When ail was over, each one retired him to his lodgment to 
dismantle. Then ail repaired unto the house of the good Chevalier, 
where a banquet was prepared for them at which already were the two 
judges, together with the Lords of Ars and of St. Quentin with ail the 
ladies. They had much to talk of the two days, each one présent 
giving his opinion. 

Nevertheless, after supper the judges came to resolution now to 
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give the pHzes. They aske/j of several gentlemen experienced în arms, 
on their good faîlh, to tell tlicir mind ; and aftenvards the ladies on 
their honour, without favour or împartiality to one another. At length 
it was dcclared as much by gentlemen as by ladies that, although that 
many had done marvellously well. nevertheless, that in their judgment, 
on both days the good Chevalier had done the best of ail. 

By which returncd they to him, he having gained both, his own two, 
prizcs, to give to whom he should think fit. 

Thcre was much discussion, amongst the judges, as to whom should 
give the sentence ; but the good Captain Louis d'Ars entreated so of 




Jousl of Lances.' 



Lord St. Quentin so to do, that he at last consented. And the trumpct 
sounding. there was a .silence, when Lord St. Quentin rose and said : " To 
ail gentlemen hcre assembled, and those who hâve been présent at the 
tournament just held, at which the Lord Pierre de Bayard lias given both 
the prizcs for the two days. My Lord of Ars and I myself, who hâve 
been chosen judges to give sentence as to whom arc to bc given the 
said prizcs, bcg to acquaint you that having duly cnquired of ail 
virtuous and ablc gentlemen who werc there présent to sec your 
e.xploits, as also of the noble ladies who wcre présent, bave found 
that ail havc done well, but abovc ail the common voice déclares that 
Lord de Bayard, without détriment to others, has done the bcst on both 

' Aftcr Josi Ammon. 
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the days. For whîch both lords and ladres .confer on him the honour of 
bestowing the prizes on whom he thînkest fit" 

And addressing hîmself to the good Chevalier, he said : " Lord de 
Bayard, give word to whom they are to be presented." 

Appearing quite abashcd, Bayard remaîned for a few moments wrapt in 
thought, then said : 

" My lord, I cannot tell by whose favour thîs honour îs done me ; 
and feel myself to be quite unworthy of ît ; but ■ as the knîghts and 
ladies are good enough to appoint me to be judge, entrcating ail my 
lords and companîons who hâve done better than myself to pardon me, 
I give the prize of the first day unto my Lord of Bellabre, and of the 
second to Captaîn David the Scotchman." 

The prizes were at once presented, no one présent [nurmuring. 
Dancing and games commenced. The ladîes were never tired of 
praising the good Chevalier, who was so beloved throughout Picardy, 
that no one has ever there been thought of, to compare with him. 

He tarried there still two years, during whîch tîme several tournaments 
and sham fights were held, at which he mostly carried off the palm' 
But the great reason of his being such a favourite was, that he was 
very gracious and most libéral. None of his companions ever fetl 
without his helptng them to right themselves ; and what he had, he 
always shared with others, Although so young, his first thought each 
day was the service of his God. He aiso gave much alms, and during 
his whole life never refused he help to those by whom it was required, 
and when it was in his power to aid them. 

At the end of two years, Charles, the youthful King of France, 
undertook his travel înto Naples, where the Lord de Ligny also went, 
who, not forgetful of the good Chevalier, sent for him, holding him in 
high esteem for of his many virtues, and being desirous of not leaving 
him behind. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



How Charles VIII. of France niade préparation for thc conqucst of the kingdom ol 
Naplcs, the which he gained by rcason of his valeur and bravery, wjthoul bloodshed. 



hWO ycars aftenvards, or thcreabouts, the good King 
Charles first thought of conqucring the kingdom of 
Naplcs. His ways and mcans of doing so are alrcady 
so wcll known through other historiés and chroniclcs, 
for which to give a long récital of theni hère would but 
fatigue the readers and be lost tîme, Nevertheless, as 
some may not hâve clcarly rcad and understood that 
the good King Charles cntcrcd into the undertaking with intentions 
thc most strictly honourable. Planting his standard in Rome, hc 
brought the Pope to rcason, and gained the whole kingdom of 
Naples, Icavîng therc as his Lîcutcnant-gcneral and Viccroy the Lord 
de Montpeiisier.' Thcn returning into France, knowing of no im- 




' Bibliothèque Nationale. 

* Gilbert de Bourbon, Count of Monipcnsii 

lis se levant h midi," say his biographcrs. 



n of Auvergne, "bon chevalier, 
less cost him his Vicc-royalty. 
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pcdiment, until reaching the town of Fornoue, where he was met by 
an enemy, sixty thousand in number, ail Italians,* with several 
potentates, amongst them the Pope, also Vcnetians, the Duke of 
Milan, and other nobles, whose intention it was to stop the good King's 
return and make hîm their prîsoner, being of opinion that he had 




Round Shicld of tbc Sixtcenih Cenlury. 

retained some power over the kingdom just conqucrcd. Hc had with 
him only ten thousand mcn, 

Nevertheless thîs goodly prince, possesscd of lion's heart, sure of 
being followed faithfully, although his troops werc few in nu:iibcr, 
considered, waîtcd for, and fought thcm ; in the wliich undertaking 

' Thcse nunibers are exaggerated. It is now known Ihat there were forly Ihousnnd 
Italians in présence of fiftcen thousand Frcnch. We shall hère g*ve a quotation froiii 
the second volume of ihe Mer des Histoires (Lyon. Uaoust, dd. goth., sans date), a 
curious account of this batile. Il is wcll known with what courage the Frcnch repuiscd 
ihc Italianj at Fornoue. It is onc of thèse épisodes that the cngraving ciidcntly itpre^ 
scnts. " Un carré de piquicrs, avec des coulevrinicrs suisses aux ailes, tient en dchec 
la cavalerie vénitienne. Quatre piËccs Hanquent un côté de ce carré ; deux autres 
sont en batterie à l'aile gauche, car rartillcric en effet joua dts le début de celte 
journée. Le désordre des cavaliers ennemis et le nombre des lances éparscs sur le 
terrain témoignent de la résistance victorieuse qui leur est opposée- Au fond, la 
rivière du Taro et le camp vénitien situé sur la rive droite. C'est, en eHct, sur lu rive 
gauche que les Français opérèrent leur mouvement sur San-Donnîno. Légende : /.a 
journée de Fornoue, 6 juillet 1495." — The bas-reliefs reprcsent the battit of Marignan 
('S'5)i which has until now supposed to havc been the most ancient représentation 
of a battlc in which artillery took part. 
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he was assîsted froin above, inflicting on his enemîes fearful losses 
and great disgrâce, and bringing to himself much glory, for he lost but 
seven hundred of his men, whîlst his enemies' losses weri: from eight 
to tcn thousand ; amongst others, some of the flower of their army, 
togethcr with the most distinguished officcrs of the Venetian nobility, 
and scveral of the noble house of Gonzague, of whom the chief was the 
Marquis of Mantua, also présent at the engagement. But his spurs 
came to his aid, and the good horse on the which he was mounted. 
And had it not been for a small river that had rlsen immensely, their 




The Cïslle of Aniboîse. From a Pholograph. 



loss had bccn more disastrous stîll. In the first chatte, the good 
Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche carried ail bcfore him, with the 
Company of his good master the Lord de Ligny, and had two horses 
killcd from under hini that day. The King, on being informed thereof, 
prcscntcd unto him fivc hundred crowns. In rctum for whîch the good 
Chevalier brought unto liim the standard of a mounted force which he 
had captured whilst pursuing theni. 

From thcnce the King proceedod by stages unto Verceil, where he 
ri)un<] a fine triKip of Swiss, who had corne down to assist him, if it 
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were necessary. Hc rcmained there some days with hïs camp, for he 
was wishful to succour his brather-in-law, the Duke of Orléans, whom the 




Duke of Milan, Ludovic Sforce, and other Venetîans, hetd bcsieged in 
Novara, Many messengers were sent to and fro to arrange a peace, 

' BilMlhèquc naijonalc. 
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and at length ternis were arrangea upon. Whereupon the kîng 
returned by slow stages unto Lyons, where he was met by the good 
Queen, his loyal spouse, in company with her sister, the Duchess of 
Bourbon. There were many gentlemen who returned from this voyage 
to Naples with but few worldly goods. The good King of France, 
Icaving Lyons, went straight unto St. Denis, the patron saint of France, 
whcre many of his ancestors were buricd, and spent the next two or 
thrce years going about his kingdom, admintstering justice to ail, and 




leading a saîntly lifc, giving satisfaction to ail his subjects. For he 
himself twice weekiy sat in the seat of justice, listenîng to the 
complaints and griefs of eacli, and assistîng thosc that were în want' 
Ile had tidings of how the Neapolitans had revolted in faveur of 
Ferdinand, son of King Alphonso, aiso of the death of his lieutenant- 
general, the Count Montpensier, and of the return to France of ail his 
captains. And considered niuch as to the dcsirability of himself retuming 



' To poor as wrll as rich. 
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thcrc, should a fit opportunity occur ; in the meantime, livîng a domestic 
Hfc at home, hîs wife bore him three children, but ail three died. 

In the month of September, 1497, the good prince stiarted for Tours 
to procccd to Lyons and thence to Naples ; but this détermination 
wa» suddenly altercd, I know not wherefore, and he returned him 
to Amboise on the seventh day of April in the same year, and in a 
gallery from whcrc he was watching the game of tennis, was seized with 
ituddcn faintness, in the which he died, being an irréparable loss to his 
ktngdom. For no being had ever possessed a better disposition, more 
({racious, more gentle, more clément, or more pitiful, than he. I believe 
that God has taken him to dwell among the blessed, for this good 
I>fincc |K)M.HCssed ncither blemish nor any single vice. I hâve purposely 
not H\H)kcn much of his life, the which has been so often written of 
cl«cwhcrc. 




Louis Xll. and Ann of Biiltmy, Afler a Medal of ihe period. 



BOOK THE SECOND. 



KE/ay OF LOi'/s xn. 



CHAPTER I. 



How Louis, Duke of Orléans, asccndcd the ihronc of France, as ncxt in succession, 
aiid assumed the namc of Louis XII. 



S Y the death of the good King Charles, wîthout maie hoir, 
Louis, Duke of Orléans, as ncxt hcir to tlic crown, suc- 
ceeded to his kingdom, and was crowned at Reims on the 
twenty-seventh day of May, 1498, taking his crown to St. 
Denis on the first day of the following July- He had already 
married Madame Jeanne of France, sister of the late King, 
but— her childrcn bcing unablc to .succeed to the thronc, he 
declarcd that hc had bcen forccd to marry her fcaring the 
anger of King Louis the Eleventh, his father— summoned her before a 
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court of justice.^ And the Pope delegatcd judges for the occasion to 
conduct the case, who fînally adjudged that she was not his lawful wife. 
So allowîng her to retain her duchy of Berry, he espoused the Queen- 
duchess of Brittany, wïdow of the late King Charles. If this were right 
or wrong, God alone knows. The good Duchess de Berry, Jeanne of 
France, had lived always a most holy life ; and some affirm that after 
her démise God worked miracles for love of her. On his accession, 
Louis XII. wished to sell ail the royal offices which were not connected 
with the Judicature, and thus reahse a goodiy revenue, he being most 
anxious not to overburden his people with taxation or other subsîdies. 




Seal of Châties, Duke of Gueidre. 

He had always desired above everything to recover his duchy of 
Milan, the which came to him through hîs grandmother, Madame 
Valentine,' now held by one Ludovic Sforce,* as it had beforc been by 
his father. But those of the house of Orléans had never consîdered of 
it, by means of the wars which had lasted for so many years betwixt 
France and England, and also of the quarrel concerning the deaths of 
the Dukes of Orléans and Burgundy.' 

' Louis iiW- had taken such précautions after the niarriage in at once making secret 
protestations. 

* Valentine, daughter of Duke Jean Galéas Visconti, called in France Valentine of 
Milan. 

* François Sforce, who, afler having placed his miliiary talents at ihe service of ihe 
Visconti, afierwards dispossessed them and seiied the duchy of Milan. 

* It is now known that both thèse dukes were assassinated. 



HisTORY OF Bavard. 



Now, JÎnding himself in a position to demand an explanation of his 
enemy, he made his entry into Lyona on the tenth of July, 1499, 
marching hîs army into Aosta,' under the command of Lord Jean Jacques 
Trivulce,' and the Lord of Aubigny, both wise and brave commanders, 
who marched into, destroyed and sacked two small towns, by name 
Annona and Rocca Arrezzo, afterwards besiegîng Alessandria, the whîch 
was gallantly defended by Lord Ludovic, but ulttmately surrendered. 
Those of Pavia only escaped by swearing allegiance to the King of 
France. Thus seeing part of his subjects fail in thb allegiance, the 
*saîd Lord Ludovic abandon^d Milan and entered into Germany into 




Sral of Jean, Duke di Juliei 



the kingdom of Maximilian, where he was joyfuUy wekomed, there 
having always existed a strong amity between them. Soon aftcr his 
departure, the inhabitants of Milan surrendered to the French, on 
hearing which the King of France hastened to make his entry into 
that town, and a few days afterwards ît was found to be expédient, by 
bribes and other promises, to take possession of the cîtadel from those 
who were there guardîng it for Lord Ludovic ; the same were traîtors 
and double-faced towards thcir master, who had always trusted that, by 

The country of Asli. 
' Trivulce was also a son of one of tbe VÎKonti, and was in conséquence devoted to 
tbe faoùly dispossessed by Lonis Sforcc Louis XII. crealcd bim Marshal of France, 
and gave him the righl of coining money. 
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thus retaînîng Milan, to recover hîs duchy. Sundry other places, on 
hearing that the citadel had surrendered, lost hope, and swore allegiance 
to the King of France, even to the town of Genoa, in the which he 
placed the Lord de Ravenstein,^ his nearest kinsman on his mother's 
side, as governor. 

On the fourteenth day of October, in the selfsame year, the Queen 
of France was safely delivered of a daughter, who was named Claude. 
The King remained not in his duchy of Milan, but retumed him into 
Lyons, leaving as governor of that place Lord Jean Jacques, and the 
care of the citadel to Lord d'Espy, and Roquette to a Scotch gentleman, 
near kinsman of Lord d'Aubigny's. He did so well for the said duchy 
that before he quitted it he diminished the taxes thereof by one-third, 
which pleased the people greatly, and made many hearts attach them- 
selves to his cause. 

The said lord tarried not at Lyons, but marched throughout his 
kingdom until he reached Orléans, where he settled divers différences 
betwixt the Dukes of Gueldre and Juliers concerning their coats of arms, 
and brought them to amicable bearing. 



* Philip of Cleves, nephew of Duke Jean I. 
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CHAPTER II. 



^, aflcr thc conqutst of Milan, llic good Chevalier dwelt in Italy, and howhcproclaimctl 
hc toH'n of Carignan in l'îcdmont, at which hc gave the prizes. 



ouïs XII. of France, on his joyfui return from Italy 
{;iftcr his conquest of thc duchy of Milan and the 
fli{îht of his encmy Ludovic Sforce into Germany, 
sLckinfî succour from thc king of that country), retained 
sevcral French garrisons in Lombardy, wherc they 
amuscd thcmsclvcs with jousts, tournaments, and other 
pastimcs. The good Chevalier, who had spent part 
of his youth in Savoy, went to sec a mîghty worthy 
and virtuous dame who had riow married his first master, the Duke 
Charles of Savoy.' By name Blanche, she dwelt in Piedmont in one 
of her dowcr towns called Carignan, and shc being full of courtesy 
received hini Hglit royally, treating him as one of the family. It 

' This Uuchcss of S.ivoy was daughtcT of Guillaume, Marquis of Montscrrat, and her 
grandfather was François Sforïc, Uukc of Milan. Aycd but t went y-thrce years on the death 
. of her husbanJ, shc governcd Savoy with discrétion during her son's minority. The 
histonans of ihat lime accord her much praisc for her trcatment of the good Chevalier. 
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has been said of her that there was no princely house in France, 
Italy, or elsewhere, where knights were more cordially received or 
magnîficently entertained. She had still with her a lady who had 
been kind to him in boyhood, named Madame de Fruzasco,^ who 
was now married, and whose husband was the Chamberlain in the said 

duchess*s household. 

You must needs know that when the good Chevalier was given as a 
page unto Duke Charles of Savoy, this Madame de Fruzasco was a 
young lady of hîs wife's household.^ And thus in youth they had been 
constantly together, being in love with one another ; indeed, so much so, 
that had they been allowed to do as thçy desired, without considering 
the future, they would certainly hâve married. But you hâve before 
hcard of how Duke Charles went unto Lyons to see the French King 
Charles VIII., and to him gave the good Chevalier as page, for 
which cause the youthful lovers lost sight of one another for a space of 
time becausc that during his voyage unto Naples, and other circum- 
stances for three or four years* time they had no tidings one of another 

cxccpt by letter. 

During the while, the young lady wedded the Lord of Fruzasco, a 
baron of great wealth, who chose her for her many grâces, albeit she 
was portionless. But, as a virtuous woman, she was wishful that the good 
Chevalier should know that the honest love that she had had for him 
în youth was still alive, and on his coming unto Carignan paid him 
cvcry gracions courtesy that it were possible, conversing with him by 
the hour together of their past youthful days and many other matters. 
This gracions Lady of Fruzasco was as accomplished as she was beautiful, 
and as gracions and gentle as it was possible for dame to be. In her 
converse she praised the good Chevalier as much as it were possible to do. 
Narrating his great deeds, of how he had essayed himself against Messer 
Claude de Vaudrey, of his successes at the tournament at Aire, in 
Picardy, the spécial famé that he had gained in the combat of Fornova, 
at which the King had noticed him, the which had caused excitement 
throughout the whole of France and Italy ; and she did say so much in 
his behalf that the poor man reddened with confusion. After which she 
said, " My Lord of Bayard, my friend, behold the house where thou wert 
nurtured, and it will greatly be to thy discrédit if thou dost now not make 

* This lady's name has been written in many ways. The Loyal Serviteur has written 
it Flaxas ; Terbasse writes it Fruzasque. On the parchment of Bayard's company it is 
inscribed Frussas ; M. Koman writes it thus ; Fruzasco. 

* Her maiden name was, it is said, Terrebasse, Marie Loregna. 
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use of it as much as thou wert wont in former times." The good Chevalier 
replied, " Madame, thou knowest well that from my youth thou hast been 
loved, prized, and honoured by me, who thought thee to be wîse and 
clever, and wishing good to ail, I did so more especially to thee. Tell 
me, I beg of thee, what can I do to give pleasure to Madame our good 
hostess, to thee above ail, and to the whole of the good company 
hère assembled." Madame de Fruzasco replied, " To my thinking, M. de 
Bayard (if it be not distasteful to thee), it would give vast pleasure 
wert thou to hold a toumament in this town, in honour of Madame, 
who has shown thee so much grâce. Thou wilt hâve many competitors 
amongst both the French garrisons and the nobles of this place, who 
would ail hear of it with pleasure." 

"Truly," said the good Chevalier, "as thou so thînkest, it shall be 
done. Thou art the first woman who enslaved my heart by means of 
thy many grâces, and I entreat the favour of thee to give to me one of 
thy slecves, the which I covet much for certain reasons."^ The lady, 
unaware for what purpose he so wished it, gave it unto him, the which 
he silently drew up over the sleeve of his doublet. 

.Supper being rcady, each one made good cheer, and after ît com- 
menccd the dances, whcre each one did his best My Lady Blanche 
converscd for long with her old friend the good Chevalier, until at 
length, midnight striking, ail broke up. But he slept not much that 
night, thinking of what he had to do, and drawing up a programme of 
the day's proceedings. When morning dawned he sent a trumpeter to 
ail the neighbouring towns where there were garrisons, proclaiming to 
ail gentlemen who would appear that on the fourth day from thence, 
which would be Sunday, that in the town of Carignan there would be 
hcld a toumament for knights and squires in fuU habiliment of men-at- 
arms ; at which the prize would be his lady*s sleeve, from which would 
be suspendcd a ruby worth one hundred ducats ; to be gained by winner 
of three courses with the lance without a barrier,^ and twelve sweeps of 
the sword. 

The herald did his duty, and returned with fifteen written promises 
from knights ail willing to appear. This coming to the knowledge of the 
Lady Blanche, shc was much pleased thercat, and ordered forthwîth her 
tribune to be crectcd and decorated on the tilt-yard, where the sports 
would take place. 



' The sleeve hère meant was a kind of gauntlet worn to the elbow. 

' At Brunncs, the spot on which the canip of yore stood, is still called Les Lices. 
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The day appointed, about an hour past mîdday, the Chevalier, 
togctlicr with three or four of hïs companions, such as my Lord 
de Bouvans, the Lord Montdragon, and sundry others, who werc even 
now on the ground armed cap-à-pie, where none could enter save those 
who were about to enter into combat 

Firstly came forward the good Chevalier, and against him strode the 
Lord de Rouastre, a valiant gentleman, who bore the cnsign of Duke 
Philibert of Savoy, a brave and expert knight, who gave a mîghty thrust, 
shivcring his lance in divers pièces. But the good Chevalier dealt in return 
se créât a blow upon his helm' that he disarmed him, making him see 




A Tournament. AAer a Pcim of ihe Si 



the day, whilst his lance flew în shivcrs. The said Lord de Rouastre, 
straightening his helm, prcpared him for his second lancc-coursc, at 
which hc did disport himscif with still more skill than at his first ; 
but the good Chevalier with such violence assailed the vizard of this 
lord, that crest and plumage werc carricd away upon his lance-point, 
causing him to rccl in the saddie without unseating him. At the third 
lance the Lord of Rouastre* raised his adroitly, whilst that of Bayard 

' The pari of the casque which proteeted the face was caSIed biiffc ; in the L.iliii hiiffa. 
Jean de S-iinirtf ihe younger rcccivcd a wound simihir to the one rcccivtd by Loysdeiith. 
' Th;il is lo say, his lance crosscd thaï of Rouastre withoiU loiiching it. 
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was brokcn into many pièces, the which was greeted with much 
applause. After him there came Montdragon and the Lord de Chevron, 
who rîght well ran their course, and were admired of ail. Two others 
followed, and so on each in turn, ail doing so well as greatly to please 
ail présent. 

The encounters wîth the lances over, those with the swords began. 
But the good Chevalier Bayard, at the second, sent that of his adversary 
flying ; break ing at the same time his own. Successively the others took 
their turn. AH were declared to hâve done nobly, and the tournament 
closed with the day. 

The Duchcss thcn, through the Lord de Fruzasco, invited ail the 
gentlemen to sup with her within the castle, and as she was magnificent 
in everything she undcrtook, the réception was worthy both of her 
and of her guests. After supper the clamour of trumpets and hautboys 
announced to ail that the prizes were to be given to those who had 
gained them. The Lords de Grammont and Fruzasco, as umpires of the 
field, having first entertained the vote of the Princess, proceeded succes- 
sively to coUect those of the ladies and gentlemen there présent, even 
the competitors themselves, the which were found to be unanîmous 
for the good Chevalier, so it was to him that the judges came and 
presentcd it. 

But blushingly he refused it, saying that it was through an error 
that thcy attributed this honour unto him ; it being due alone to the 
Lady de Fruzasco, who had condescended to lend to him her sleeve. 
and it was for her now to présent it to whoever she thought fit 

The Lord de Fruzasco understanding well the honour and virtue of the 
good Chevalier, nor cntertaining any fecling of jealousy, came towards 
his wifc, together with the Lord de Grammont, who thus addressed her : 
*• Madame, présent your spousc unto my Lord of Bayard, to whom, unani- 
niously, the prizc -•of this tournament has been adjudged, and who 
avows that it is you only that are entitled to the sleeve ; for that 
it was through the virtue of it that he was enabled to acquire it And 
so, madame, he adds, it is for you to dispose of it ; for which end I now 
présent it to you.'* 

The lady accepted this gallantly, with her accustomed grâce, and 
thanked the good Chevalier for ail the honour he had done her. " Sincc 
you tell me my Lord of Bayard says it is through my poor sleeve that 
he has won, I will, for his sake and as a testimony of the love I 
bear him, treasurc it unto my dying day. But as to the ruby, seeing 
that he will not accept of it, I think it should be given to the Lord 
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Montdr^on, who after him numbered most votes." The niby was then 
thus given, and the décision generally approved, and Lady Blanche felt 
plcasure in having helped in the nurture of one so generally highiy 
esteemed as was the good Chevalier.' The prizes given, dancing com- 
menccd, whîch lasted until after mîdnight, when the festivities were 




Ilead of barnessed Mule. 



brought unto a close. Out of compliment to the présence of the French 
nobilîty, the fêtes were kept up for five or six days more. Thèse ovcr, each 
retumed him to his garrison. Bayard took also leave of his good hostess, 
to whom he saîd that next to the prince, whose servant he was, there 
was no one in thîs world who should command him bcforc hcrself ; and 
that to his dyîng day hc would be wilHng and prcpared to do her will. 
Then thankîng her most cordially, he repaired to the apartnicnt of his 

' ' Sec page 33. 
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first love, the Lady de Fruzasco, of whom he took his last farcwcll ; thc 
lady dîssolved hcrself în tears, and hc himsclf took leave with a sad 
heart. Nor was this generous attachment ^ ever interrupted between thèse 
two until dcath for ever separated them, and yearly it was their practice 
to send to one anothcr somc trifling gift. 

In the town of Carignan and at the Court of the Princess, for many 
days, naught else was talked about but of the virtues of the knight 
Bayard, and of his noble quaHtics. Two striking marks of gratitude, in 
him a mastcr passion, he had left behind hini. One in the case of Pizou 
de Chenas, who had been the chief groom to the Duke of Savoy, his 
master, and of yore kind to him, and whom he wished to remember, 
after taking to his garrison, treating well, presented with a noble horse, 
of value at Icast one hundred crowns, for which the good man cordially 
thanked him. Inquiring of him what had become of the squire that had 
been in the Duke's household whilst he was there, on being told that 
he had gone to Moncalieri, where he had married and was settled, Bayard, 
not unmindful of the many kindnesses that he had once donc unto him, 
sent him by Pizou a bcautiful mule. Thus showing that he was in no 
ways forgctful of the kindnesses shown to him in youth. 

* Thcsc niystic liaisons wcrc then in vogue in Italy as wcîl as in France. Louis XII., 
who conqucTcd (}cnoa, there made the object of his platonic déclarations a beautiful and 
gifted Gcnoese lady, with whom he kcpt up a close corrcspondence to the time of his 
death. Shc was known by the name of the dame intendio (with intelligence) of the 
Frcnch king, and his biographers accord her this title in writing of the merits of his life. 
Her réputation of virtue lost nothing, and the interest of her country gained niuch, by it, 
they s av. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Of how Lord Ludovic Sforcc rciumed to Germany with a strong force of lansquc 
and retook the town of Milan from the Frcnch. 



OU hâve aiready heard of how Lord Ludovic retreated 
înto Germany unto the King of Romania. And you 
must aiso leam that he did not go there wîthout 
fiinds, for, to undertake that which hc desired, hc 
had much necessîty thcrcof. As caii be seen ; for, 
but a short time after his expulsion, he retumed into 
Lombardy with a strong force of lansquenets and 
some Swiss, t<^ether with some Burgundian men- 
at-arms and a force of German horsemeru And on the third day of 
January,* as some aay, retook the city of Milan, from which hc 
cleared the French so effectually that for ever since the citadel has 
remained the king's, Followîng the example of Milan, several othcr 




' The 3rd of February, in the year 1500, not the 3rd of January. 
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towns belongîng to this duchy rose in revolt, amongst them ail those 
on the hîgh road to Genoa, such as Tortona, Voghera, and other 
strongholds. 

When the King of France leamt of the troubles in his duchy, like 
a magnanimous and energetic prince, he collected a large army to send 
thither, of which he made leaders the Lords de Ligny and Saint 
Jacques,^ who, assembling their forces in the province of Asti, com- 
menced their march. 

Now, of during the time that Lord Ludovic was within Milan, and 
after that he had retaken it, I must give thee some account of the 
good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche. He had remained, by 
permission of his master, in Italy, when his king retumed to France, 
because his désire, above ail things, was warfare; and imagining rightly 
that it would not be long ère Lord Ludovic, who had retired into 
Germany to crave assistance, would retum with forces. And for this 
cause there would be fighting, for at the first conquest of the duchy 
there were not great feats of arms. 

He was in garrison twenty miles distant from Milan, with other 
gentlemen, each day jousting one against another, with much suc- 
ccss. One day the said good Chevalier was informed that within 
Binasco there were three hundred horsemen who might easily be put 
to flight. 

He begged of his companions that it might be their pleasure to bear 
him Company to go and surprise them. He was so much beloved by 
ail of them that spcedily was his request granted him. Waiting till 
early morn, they started, in number 'twixt forty and fifty men-at-arms, 
determining to do their best endeavour. 

The captain who was within Binasco was a most noble knight, wîse 
and well used to warfare, by name the Messer Jean Bernardin Cazache. 
He had good spies, through whom he knew of how the French had 
ridden forth to find him. He would not tarry to be taken in the 
ncst, but putting his men in order, led them without the barrier the 
distance of two or three bow-shots. There awaited he his enemies 
with much satisfaction, for, to his thinking, but few in number though 
they were, hc thought that they could acquit themselves with 
honour. 

They advanced the one against the other, crying, France! France! 

* They called him Jean Jacques Tri vulce, to distinguish him from his brothcr Théodore, 
who was also one of the marshals of France. 

• G 2 
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More! Moreï^ wîth a mighty charge; for on either side were many 
brought to ground, who remounted with much difficulty. Could the 
good Chevalier hâve been hère seen doing deeds of arms, hewing 
open heads, gashîng arms and legs, he would rather hâve been 
likened unto a furious lion then to a gentle lover. But, to be brief, 
thîs combat lasted a fuU hour, during which time none knew which 
side would be successful, which much angered the good Chevalier, 
who called to his companions, saying : " Ho ! my lords, shall we 
be held hère ail the live-long day by thèse few men } If those 
who are within Milan shall be apprised thereof, none of us can 
survive. To hand ! be of good courage, I beseech of you ; throw 
them to earth ! '* 

At the Chevalier's words, his comrades, exerting themselves afresh, 
and crying with one voice, France! France ! rushed with one strong and 
marvellous assault upon the Lombards, who, commencing to lose ground, 
retired a little, still defending themselves manfully. They then retreated 
four or five miles, going towards Milan, which, when they found them- 
selves so near, turning their horses' heads and galloping, they fled at 
rapid pace towards that town. The French pursued them until quite 
close to it; then some of the more experienced of them, and the most 
used to warfare, called aloud, Tourne, tourne! hommes d armes! which 
Ml heard and listened to, except the good Chevalier, who, ail 
aroused, continued to give chase to his enemies ; ending by galloping 
pell-mell amongst them, entcring Milan, and following them unto the 
palace where lodged Lord Ludovic. And for that on his raiment was 
a white cross, ail cried after him, Pille! Pille! 

He was surrounded on ail sides and taken prisoner by the Lord 
St. Jean-Bernardin Cazache, who led him to his quarters and disarmed 
him. Finding him to be quite a young man, of âge not more than 
twenty-two or twenty-three years, the which astonished him, as also how 
one of such a tender âge possessed as great prowess as he had ever seen. 
Lord Ludovic, who had heard the noise, inquired as to the cause 
thereof; some, who had heard of the affair, told it to him, and of how 
the Lord Jean-Bernardin being in Binasco, had been assailed by the 
French, who finally had driven him back into Milan; and how of those 

* As is believcd, the cry of Le More! stood for Ludovic le More, It was nota 
surname given on account of thedarkncss of his skin, but le mûrier (in Italian, Moro\ 
which Ludovic Sforcc carried on his shield. At least, this is what the historian Paul 
loni affirnis. The cry oi Pille ! Pille! which is found above, is an expression still 
in vogue, used to excite dogs when it is desired that they should fall on anything to 
dcvour it. 
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who had retïrcd pell-mell was one of the said French, who to their 
thinking was a wondrous valiant and botd gentleman, although so 
young. He then commanded that they should go and bring hîni unto 
him, the which thcy did at once. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Ofhow Lord Ludovic desircd W sec ihc good Chcv.tliar sans peuret sans reproche, and 
of how, after convcrsing with hini, hc libcralcd him, giving him back his horsc 



IHEY went forthwitli into the quartcrs, the Lord Jean 
Ik-mardin to seek his prisoncr and take him before 
Lord Ludovic, who desired to see him. The Lord 
Jean-Benardin fearcd that, in his anger, the said Lord 
Ludovic would treat him with somc indignity; and 
like a courtcous and gracious gentleman, desired 
himself to take him, aftcr arraying him in onc of 
his own robes, which befîtted his state as that 
of gentleman. He came, and presented him unto the Lord, who mar- 
velled to himself when he saw him to be so young, and still to bo 
accorded so great praise. At the same time addrossing himself to him 
he said, " Corne hithcr, good sïr ; who was it who broiight you to this 




The good Chevalier, in no ways abashed, replied to him ; " By my 
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good faith, my lord, I did not belîeve myself to corne alone, but 
thought that I was followed by my comrades, who are better ac- 
quainted with the usages of warfare than myself; for had they also 
done as I hâve, they would now be prisoners, as I am. Nevertheless, 
notwithstanding my misadventure, I am much thankful for my good 
fortune in having fallen into the hands of so good a master as that 
of he who took me, for he is a valiant and a trusty knight" 

After this the Lord Ludovic inquired of hîm upon hîs oath con- 
ceming the numbers of the army of the Kîng of France. 

"Upon my soûl, my lord," replied he, "from that whîçh I do leam, 
in it there are 'twixt fourteen and fifteen hundred men-at-arms, and 
sixteen or eighteen thousand men on foot ; but they are ail chosen 
men, who are resolved so well to disport themselves this time, as to 
assuredly conquer the state of Milan for our master. It seems to me, 
my lord, that you yourself would be in greater safety in Germany than 
hère, for your men are not able to combat us." 

With so much assurance did the good Chevalier speak, that the 
Lord Ludovic was much pleased with him. Nevertheless his speech 
somewhat astonished him ; but to let it be seen that he heeded not 
much the rcturn of the French, he said, as if in jest, "Upon my faith, 
young gentleman, I much désire that the army of the King of France 
and mine do meet together, to this end, that by such battle we may 
leam to which belongs by right this héritage ; and I perceive there îs 
no other nieans." 

" My lord, upon mine honour,'* said the good Chevalier, " I would that 
it wcre now to-morrow, provided that I were free from prison." 

" In truth, think not of that," replied the lord, " for I will presently 
send you forth to go unto your master ;* but firstly ask me for what 
thou wishest, and I will give it thee." 

The good Chevalier, who on one knec thanked the lord for the 
offers that he made him, for which he had good reason, said to him, 
" My lord, I ask for naught, save of thy courtesy if it will so extend 
itself to return to me my horse and arms that I brought with me into 
this town, and allow me to return unto my garrison, twenty miles from 



* According to the testiniony of the Milanesc author, Alciat, the permission to départ 
was prccedcd by onc of those single-handed encounters in which Bayard so much 
cxcelled. His antagonist, a Milanese gentleman named Hyacinthe Simonetta, had been 
vanquishcd and killed by him. AU accorded praise to the courage of their fellow- 
countryman, but he was much enfeebled by his military affectation of élégance (Simonetta 
wore his armour too tight). Alciat affirms that his fall was a bad présage for the 
fortunes of Ludovic. The family of Simonetta was onc of the first in Milan. 
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this, thus doing me a service which for ail my life I shall feel myself 
oblîged to you ; and beyond my services unto the King my master, 
keeping mine honour unsullied, I will remember it in ail things that 
thou mayst command of me." 

" Of a truth," said the Lord Ludovic, " that which thou desirest will be 
granted thee ; " and said to the Captain Jean Bernardin, " At once, 
Captain, let his horse be retumed unto him, with arms, and ail that 
pertains to him." 

" My lord ! " replied the Captain, " they are easily found, ail being at 
my quarters." 

He sent there instantly two or three serving men, who brought his 
arms and led his horse, making him equip himself before Lord Ludovic. 
When fully accôutred, he mounted on his horse without putting foot 
in stirrup, then calling for his lance, the which was handed to him, 
raising his vizor, said to the Lord, " My lord, I thank thee much for 
the great courtesy that thou hast shown to me. God will reward thee 
for it." 

He was in a large open court. He began to spur his horse, the 
which made four or five great bounds, and it were impossible to sit 
him better. 

And then he made a small détour, during the which he broke his 
lance against the ground in many pièces, at which the Lord Ludovic, 
not overjoyed, exclaimed aloud, " If ail the men-at-arms of France are 
such as he, it will fare ill with me." 

Notwithstanding this, he was conducted by a trumpeter to his 
garrison ; but had not to go ail the way there, because that the French 
army had advanced to within twelve miles of Milan, who were ail 
amazed at that which the Chevalier had done, and at his boldness ; 
although there were some young amongst them. 

Wheo arrived within the camp, he went at once to his good master, 
the Lord de Ligny, who laughingly said unto him, "Hallo! Picquet, 
who brought you out of prison ? Hâve you paid your ransom ? Truly 
I was about to send one of my trumpeters to search for you and 
pay it." 

" My lord," said the good Chevalier, " I humbly thank thee for thy 
good intentions. Lord Ludovic liberated me of his great courtesy." 

He related to them, bit by bit, of ail that had happened unto him, 
both of his capture and of his deliverance. Ail his companions gathered 
around to see him, making with him good cheer. The Lord Saint 
Jacques inquired of him if he had hopcd to sce the face of the Lord 
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Ludovic, and had he heard if he would fight with them. To the which 
he replied, "He did not discuss with me of his affairs, or such like. 
Nevertheless by his appearance he is a man who by small things it 
wcre not easy to astonish. We shall sce what he can do in a few 
days. Of him I cannot complaîn, for he actcd towards me a kind 
and honest part." Most of his men arc within Novara ; he has 
detcrmined to brîng them to Milan, or go to them." 




Italian Swurd of the Sixteenth Ccntury. 




CHAPTER V. 



Of how Lord Ludovic rctircd into Novara, fcaring the French, who were entcrjng into 
Milan by ihe citadcl, and of tiow he was made prisoner. 



HEN Lord Ludovic knew that the army of the Kîng 
of France was so near unto Milan, and that he had 
lost the citadel, fearing lest he should be surprised 
within the town, stole away during night with what 
men he had, except a few left with his brother the 
J^^SgJl^f^i'^^ Cardinal Ascanio, and went to join his army then 
^^Y^ within Novara. When thîs was known in the camp 

of the King of France, where a few days since had 
arrîved the Lord de TrémoiUe,' his lieutenant forthwith deterniined 
to assault the said town of Novara. Lord Ludovic had a large number 
of mcn, but being of différent nations, such as Burgundian lansquenets 
and Swiss, and for this cause somewhat diffîcult to manage, who, as 



te 



' National Library, Topographie d'Italia. 

* It was Louis de la Trtfmouille, who ought to share with Bayard the honour of bcing 
called, by his brother inen-ot-arniB, ihe Chevalier sans reproche. 
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things turned out a few days later, surrendered the town of Novara into 
the hands of the lieutenant of the saîd King of France. And because 
of this thcy spread a nimour that Lord Ludovic was not within the 
town, but had a second time retreated into Germany, for which cause it 
was commandcd that the people should pass by singly, to be better 
scen, when amongst theni the unfortunate Lord Ludovic was recognised, 
who surrendered, when he found himsclf thus compelled, to the Lord 
de Ligny.* I know not who denounced him, but it was an evil deed. 




This was on the Friday boforc Palm Sunday, it is said, in the year 
one thousand five hundred. The remaindcr of his army, with their 
bafïgage, kctc saved. 

I fully believe that his army rcccivcd payment, although it was 
reportcd that the Swiss with the Lord Ludovic had mutinicd for want 
of it. But sincc then I hâve heard otherwise, and that the BailtfT of 
Dijon, who had grcat influence over thcm, had gaincd them over ; joincd 
unto which, the army of the French Kîng being much more numcrous 



' M. de Tcrrcb.issc siatcs that the man who denounced him was a varlet belonging to 
tho CAHton uf l'ri. Ludovic was disguiscd as a Swiss soldicr. 
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that the one within Novara, they, on that account, decHned to fighL 
The same thing has occurred several times, much to the discrédit of 
France. 

Be this as it may, Lord Ludovic remained a prîsoner, and beîng taken 
to France, was sent straight to Lyons, and thence to Lys-St-Georges/ 
and fînally to the castle of Loches,* where he ended his days. 




This was a mighty error, in that he in his tîme had been a victorious 
prince ; but îll fortune overcame him at last in ail its rigour. His 
brother, the Cardinal Ascanio, who dwelt in Milan, on Icaming the sad 



' A casllc in the dcpartment of Indre. U was not exactly Lyons, but t lie eastlc of 
l'ierre-Scisc, which was then uscd as Ludovic's prison. 

' They still show at Loches the room uscd as the prison of Ludovic Sforce. Tlic 
drawings and inscriptions madc by him on ihe walls wcre copied wilh carc, about 1863, 
by Mahict de la Chesneraye, and sent by him to King Victor Emmanuel, and it is froni 
his firsl nianuscripl that wc give the copy on page 93. 
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news, saved his two nephews, the infant children of thc said Lord 
Ludovic, by sending them to Germany to the King of Romania 
whilst he himself fled, with but a rough escort of from four to five 
hundred horsemen, towards Bologna, but was taken prisoner on the road 
by a Venetian Captain, by name Susino de Gonzague/ and by him 
given at once to the French ; but he did not give up his personal chattels 
or his chariot, estimated at the value of two hundred thousand ducats.* 
Not remaining there long after, when those in the duchy of Milan 
heard that their lord was taken (I hear those that revolted on his 
return), would not retum unto the French, fearing greatly pillage and 
sacrilège ; but they found only gentleness and friendship, for they had 
to deal with a good prince and a kindly captain. 

Mt is more correct to say that this captain, who was nevertheless a relation of 
Ludovic's, was bribed by a gentleman to whom the cardinal had bccn a benefactor, and 
from whom he had asked hospitality. Sent to France, he was shut up in the tower of 
Bourges, from which he was liberated on promising his vote for the conclave to Cardinal 
Amboise, a minister of Louis XII., and one of the candidates for thc Papacy. His 
promise was broken. 

* He gave up, however, the sword bclonging to Charles VIII., taken in the French 
camp at the Battle of Fornova. A menace of war was made by the Venetians for the 
remainder. 




Silver Vcssels of the Sixtcenth Cenlury. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Of how Lord de Ligny visited Voghcra, Tortona, and olher places in the duchy of Milan, 
which thc King had presented to him, and of a noble tour niade by ihc good 
Chevalier. 



OU must understand that, when the King of France 
had first madc conquest of the duchy of Milan, he 
was most anxious to rcward liis good followers by 
bestowing on thcm lands and titles in thc said 
duchy. Unto Lord de Ligny he gave Tortona, 
Voghera, and several other places whicli had revoited 
when Lord Ludovic retumed from Germany, the 
which had much annoyed the said Lord de Ligny. 
Resolving to go and see them, he took in his conipany the virtuous Captain 
Louis d'Ars, his lieutenant, the good Chevalier sans peur et sans 
reproche, at that time his standard-bearer, and several other noblenicn. 

Arriving at Alessandria, he had it noised abroad that he would sack 
both Tortona and Voghera, although he had no such intention, bcing of 
too kîndly a nature. When his subj'ects knew of his approach, and 
heard the news of their coniing destruction, they were, not without 
cause, much amazed. Holding council together, they sent forth to mect 
their lord, with the utmost huniility, to implore of him to show them 
nicrcy. Whilst twenty of the most distinguished of them rcpnJred thcni 
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two miles from Voghera, to pay their respects unto him and entreat for 
pardon. But although they endeavourcd to be seen of Lord de Ligny, 
who knew well of their présence, yet he appeared unconscious of them, 
proceeding towards the town and straightway going to the hôtel 
prepared for him. 

The unfortunate people who had thus gone forth vvere much astonished 
at this their strange réception. They came them back unto their town with 
much quietness, finding means of parleying with the Captain Louis d'Ars, 
and asked of him to make an appointment with their lord, the which 
he promised if possible to do, for never had any one a kinder nature. 
He appointed for them to come on the morrow ; going afterwards to 
speak with Lord de Ligny, imploring him to grant unto them an 
audience ; the which finally he agreed to do. 

And on the next day, after the hour of dinner, fifty of the most 
important of the cîtizens repaired to his hôtel, where with uncovered 
hCads they threw themselves upon their knees before him, imploring 
him for mercy. 

Then one of their number, in Italian most cloquent spoke thèse words, 
or almost thèse : *' My lord, your most humble and obedient servants 
in this unhappy town recommend themselves most humbly to your 
clemency, praying that of your gcntleness you will pardon their past 
offences for having risen in revolt against the King of France and 
against you. And in your heart to consider the weakness of this town 
against such a mighty power, and that, whatever their action may hâve 
been, in heart they hâve always remained loyal to the French ; and if, 
by ignorance, they hâve committed this grave fault, that you will of 
your great goodness forgive it, assuring your highness that will never 
this occur again. And (in the case) if they were, as God-abandoned 
créatures, again to commit the same foui crime, to put themselves, their 
wives and children, with ail that belongcth unto them, to be donc with 
as you think fit. And as a sign of this their true allegiance towards 
you, as I now say, they in ail humility pray your acceptance of a 
trifling gift, given according to their means, in the shape of some silver 
vessels, of value three hundrcd marks, the which they beg of you to 
keep as token that your anger against them has ceased." 

He then held his peace, and brought forward two tables on which 
were basins, cups, and goblets, and various other silver vessels, at which 
the said Lord de Ligny did not deign to look, but in a wrathful and 
proud tonc exclaimed : *' How hâve you, worthless, good-for-nothing 
créatures, the boldness to come into my présence, who, through want of 

H 
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courage, without any just cause, hâve revolted? What further faîth can 
I hâve in y ou ? If we had corne to your town and laid siège to it by 
cannonading and assaulting the same, it would hâve been a différent 
matter, but as enemies we hâve never shown ourselves towards you ; 
thus it was of your own free will that you sided with the usurper of 
this duchy. If I did my duty I should strangle and hang you ail from 
out your window casements, as traitors and disloyal subjects. Go! fly 
from before me, and never let me see your faces more ! " 

Whilst speaking thèse words, the unfortunate citizens remained kneeling. 
Then, the brave and clément Captain Louis d'Ars, taking his hat 
from off his head, and kneeling on the ground, said : " My lord, for the 
honour of our God and by His Passion, on my behalf I do entreat of 
you to grant a pardon to thèse your subjects. For I promised that it 
would be so, and they will lose confidence in me if it be refused to 
them. And I fervently believe, my lord, that henceforth you will ever 
find thèm good and loyal subjects." *- 

Whereupon the unfortunate citizens, without awaiting for reply, com- 
menced with one accord to cry : " My lord, it will indeed be as the 
Captain says, by your lordship's good pleasure." 

The good Lord de Ligny heard them cry, and, moved with pîty, 
tears in his eyes, talked unto them of the two ways, the one of amity, 
the other of rébellion, showing unto them how grievously they had 
erred. Then to one of them he said, "Go! For the sake of my 
Captain Louis d*Ars, who has done me so many and great services, I 
would grant him far greater favours than this. I pardon you — return 
no more ! But, as regards your gift, I would not deign to touch it, for 
it would hâve no value in my eyes." 

And then looking around he espied the good Chevalier, to whom hesaid : 
" Picquet, take ail thèse vessels ; I présent them to you for your kitchen.'» 

The which instantly replied : " My lord, I thank you humbly for your 
considération ; but for God's sake I pray of you not to make me take 
into mine house that which has belonged to thèse wretched people. They 
would bring unto me misfortune." 

Then taking the vessels, he presented them pièce by pièce to each 
one présent, without retaining one unto himself, to the great astonish- 
ment of ail, as at that time he had not in the world ten crowns.^ 

* At Minervino, Brescia, and clsewhere, we hear of fresh instances of the perfoct 
disintercstedness of Bayard, which gave him niuch pleasure. And at a time when ail 
strugglcd in the hopc of obtaining pillage, and when the right of pillage secmcd pcrfectly 
Icgitimatc to men-at-arms, this complète indifférence to riches was more remarkable cvcn 
than it would be in our day. 



HiSTORV OF Bavard. 



But to be brief. Aftcr presenting ail of them he retired, as aiso did 
the deputation. When the Lord de Ligny remark'ed to those rcmaining : 
" What say you, gentlemen ? Hâve you marked Picquet's good heart 
and his liberality ? Did not God make an error in not making hïm 
king of some powcrful realm? He would hâve subdued the whole 
world by his goodness, Believe me, he wîll some day be in character 
one of the most perfect men alive." 

With one accord they ail gave praise to the good Chevalier. When 
Lord de Lîgny, thinking over the events of the day, and remembering 
that of his gift to him he had kcpt nothing for himself, next day when 
he rose he sent the good Chevalier a superb crimson velvet robe, lîned 
with satin brocade, a goodly charger, together with three hundred 
crowns within a purse, which did not last for ever, as he shared it ail 
with his companions. 

Lord de Ligny tarricd for a fcw days only, returning to Milan, where 
Cardinal Amboise, the Kîng's Lieutenant-General, had arrived, and from 
thence wcnt into France. 




Armi of Cardinal Ambuii«. From * Bat-relief in the Ctstle of Chaunoot. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



Of how ihe King of France sent a large army to Naples, wh 
Lieutenant, General Lord Ambigny. 



; he appointed as his 




OU havc already heard of how, upon the death of 
Lord Montponsier, the Neapolîtans rcvolted, and ail 
the French rutumed to France, at ivhich King 
Charles VIII. was much dîspicased, and woutd 
hâve avcnged hiniself thcreof had he lived, but death 
overtook him. On the accession of Louis XII. to 
the throne, his first thought was the conqucst of his 
duchy of Milan, for which cause the affaîrs of the 
said kingdom of Naples remained a long time in abeyancc. Ferdinand, 
Aiphonso's son, was now dead, and his uncle Frédéric reigned over the 
said kingdom. One thing I must tell you, the which îs that when 
King Charles conquercd this kingdom he married his Cousin de Ligny 
to a noble lady of that land, by namc the Frinccss d'Altaiiiura. But hc 
did not livc therc, as on the King 's return to France he took with him 
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the said Lord de Ligny, whilst shortly after, as the story goes, the said 
lady died of grief. 

By her vvill, and also by a gift which the said King Charles had 
made him, Lord de Ligny came into vast possessions in this said 
country, amongst them Puglia, Venosa, Canosa, Minervino, Biseglia, 
and several other places. 

It becoming the wish of King Louis XIL to go and re-conquer his 
kingdom of Naples, he determined to send De Ligny thither ; but twice 
the journey was suddenly abandoned, though they but little guessed 
that the disappointment was killing him. Lord d'Aubigny was sent there 
as Lieutenant-General, a brave and honourable captain,^ accompanied by 
a goodly number of men, both horse and foot : amongst them was the 
Company of Lord de Ligny, who took with him his trusty lieutenant, 
Captain Louis d'Ars. They had left the good Chevalier behind, he 
having asked leave of his master, who granted it with regret, holding 
him in high estcem, and never after did they see each other more. 

Then marched this valiant Captain, the Lord d'Aubigny, straight to 
the said kingdom, which he did with much despatch, and found 
Frédéric but badly supportcd and at much variance with his troops, so 
that he was constrained to abandon the said kingdom. He made a 
composition with Lord d'Aubigny, who sent him, together with his wife 
and children, into France, where he was well received by the King, who 
presented him with the duchy of Anjou and other lands, granted to 
him by the said composition, and which he enjoyed up to the time 
of his death. And after which time his wife was not well dealt by,* 
which scems to me but ill donc, and for a king's wife afterwards was in 
much necessity. The kingdom of Naples taken. Lord d'Aubigny placed 
the garrisons by companies, that of Lord de Ligny on his own territory. 
Then the Captain Louis d'Ars placed the control of some of them in 
the hands of the good Chevalier, who fulfilled his duty well. There 
was for a time peace. The King of Aragon claimed certain rights, and 
the King of France allowcd him to retain some. And this same year 
peace was likewise proclaimed at Lyons, between France, Spain, and 
the King of Romania, by means of the Archduke of Austria, who 
had espoused the eldest daughter of the house of Spain ; and, retuming 
with her, came by Lyons, that she might visit her sister, the Duchess 

* Berault Stuart, chief of the ancient Scotch Guards of Louis XI. 

'She was, as also was De Ligny 's wife, the daughter of an ancient provincial house ; 
by name Eléonore, daughter of Prince Altamura. After her husband*s death, she 
retircd, according to M. Roman, to the Couit of Ferrara. 
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of Savoy. But this was but a false peacc, for at the same tîme the 
King of Aragon was sending large rein forcements to assist Gonsalve 
Femand,' who was holding his kingdom through the power of Pope 
Alexander, who himself took possession of the town of Naples, and the 
greater portion of the kingdom had revolted ; Lord d'Aubigny dîd what 
he could, but finally was constrained to retire into Puglia. 

It îs not my intention to speak further of that whîch occurred in the 
said kingdom of Naples during the next three years,* nor of the battles 
of Cérignole, De Groca, Carigliano, and many others, some of which the 
French gained, whilst they lost others (as is sufRciently written about 
elsewhere). Finally, whether through a want of discipline or skill in 
warfare, the French were driven back on every side, never again to 
retum. This occurred in the year 1504. I do not know if such was 
the wish of God, but neither those who put them to flight, nor those 
who hold it now, hâve any right to it, except the rîght of force, which 
right ail princes endeavour in the end to attain. 

My only désire being to relate the fortunes of the good Chevalier 
sans peur et sans reproche during the wars which waged 'twixt France 
and Spain, firstly tellîng you of a fortune that came unto him. 



' Fernand Gonsalve (,f Cordova, says the Grand Captain. Furious, by reason of the 
treason of the King of Spain, his relation, who had sent Gonsalve and his men to takc 
possession of thèse places under pretext of lending him assistance, the King of Naples 
had ceded ail his rîghis to the King of France in exchange for the Province of Maine, 
the which was slruggled for by both the allies. Bcforc passing into niatters mcntioned 
in the next chapter, M. de Terrebasse has given us some intercsting détails conccrnîng 
the battles of Canosa and of Bisegna, which are to be found in the Appendix. 

' The years 1502, 1503. 




Mcda] »f l'o|>e Alexander VI. t'ro 



1 Hngraïinj; of ihe SiNlccnth Ccnlurî'. 
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CHAPTIiR VIII. 



Of how ihc good Chcvnticr sans peur et s.ins reproche mailc a sortie from his f^.irrison 
of Mincrvino. Of liow hc cncouniered the Spaniards in thc ficld, and of what 
befdl him. 



I HE good Chevalier being in garrison at Mincrvino, whcrc 
his valiant Captain Louis d'Ars had placcd hîm, togcthcr 
with sevcral comrades, tircd of the long confinement 
without being able cvcn to sec thc fields, saîd to thcm 
onc cvcnîng : "Sirs, to my thinking we hâve rcniained 
long cnough stagnant in this place without going forth 
to sce our encmics. And by rcniaining hère too long 
two things may happen unto us : the onc is that by 
falling out of the use of the exercises of arms, wc shall become 
efieminate; thc otiier. that our enemies niay think we fear them, 
and that bccause of faintheartcdness wc remain în our fort. For 
which causes I hâve rcsolved to-morrow to sally forth and to march 
froui herc to Andria or Barletto ; perhaps too we shall be ablc to 




io6 
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find some on their side willing, which would delight me much ; as then 

we should get into close combat, when God would give the honour to 

he who should deserve it ! " 

Thèse words were greeted by the reply of "At your pleasure." 

That evening those that were to go 
forth looked well unto their horses and 
saw that ail was in readiness for the 
morrow's enterprise. Rising betimes, 
there mustered in the field about thirty 
horses, on the which were gentlemen 
ail of resolute courage, who, as they 
galloped towards the enemies' garrison, 
looked forward to some good encounter. 
The same day had sallied forth 
from the town of Andria, for a 
like raid upon the French, a Spanish 
noble, near kinsman to Gonsalve Fer- 
nand, by name Don Alonzo de Soto- 
maiore, a brave knight and an expert 
warrior, with his company of forty or 
fifty Spanish horses, on which were 
mounted gentlemen, the picked men 
of their army. 

And by a strange chance thèse two 
captains, owing to the undulating ground, 
saw not one another till within a 
cannon's shot I cannot say which of 
the two was most delighted, more 
especially when they perceived that the 
strength of each party was so ncarly 
balanced. As soon as the good Che- 
valier was fully certain that he saw 
the red crosses,^ he said to his men : 
"My frîends, the moment for combat 
has arrived. I pray each of you to 
be mindful of his honour, and if to- 

day you see me fail in any duty, consider me a worthless miscreant 

ail my life." 




Royal Sword of Gonsalve of Cordova. 



* The Spaniards wore on their cassocks a red cross ; the French had a white cross. 
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AU replîed, " Onward, Captain, let us at them ! do not wait to give 
them the honour of commencing." 

Thcn lowerîng their visors with the cry of France! France! they 
brillîantly charged their enemies, who with fixed lances resisted them 
with determined mien, crying, Espagne! Saint lago ! 

In this first encounter many on both sides were put to ground, who 
were remounted by their companions with much difficulty. The combat 
lasted half an hour, during this which time neither had got the best of 
it ; and as each side fervently desired to win, they combated each 
other with ail heart, as if still fresh ; a truly perilous assault. 

But, as we ail havc learnt, in such matters of nccessity one side must be 
the victors. So it happened that the good Chevalier, owing to his skill and 
the great courage with which he had filled his men, on the final assault 
overthrew the Spaniards, leaving on the ficld seven of their number 
dead, whilst many others were taken prisoners.* The rcmainder took to 
flight, and amongst them was the Don Alonzo, closely pursued by the 
good Chevalier, who repeatedly called out to him : " Turn, man-at-arms ! 
much shame wilt be thine dying in flight." 

Choosing rather an honest death than an ignominions flight, like a 
lion at bay he turned and roughly assaulted the Chevalier, without 
giving the required fifty swceps of the sword. 

AU this while the othcr Spaniards were continuing their flight, having 
abandoned their Captain. Who, though thus left alone, nevertheless 
fought so bravely, that if ail his men had done like him I cannot say 
what the resuit had bcen. In short, after a prolonged struggle between 
the two knights. Don Alonzo's horse refused to move fonvard. Seeing 
which, the good Chevalier called out : " Surrender, man-at-arms, or thou 
art a dead man ! " 

To which he replied : " To whom do I surrender ? " 

"To the Captain Bayard," said the good Chevalier. 

Thereupon Don Alonzo, who had already heard of his many virtues, 
and knowing well there was no escape, being on ail sides surrounded, 
surrendered himself, giving up his sword, the which was receivcd with 
much dclight. Then the company returncd towards their garrison, well 
plcascd with the good fortune that heaven had that day sent unto 
them, not having lost a single man ; although five or six were sorely 
wounded and two horscs killcd, but they had those of the prisoners to 

* According to Champicr, îout abattre et foudroyer \yj Bayard, with the exception of 
S )toinaiorc, who cricd : ** Captain Bayard, I will parley with thcc." But the récital is so 
visibly cxaggcratcd, it docs not mcrit the confidence of the abovc. 
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replace them. Having arrived în garrison, the good Chevalier, in truth 
a son of Dame Courtesy, who aiready on the road h ad consîdered 
where he could most fitly place Signor Don Alonzo, lodged him în one 
of the best rooms of the castle, giving unto him one of his robes, with 
thèse words : " Signor Alonzo, I am informed by the other prisoners that 
we hâve taken that you corne from a great and goodly house, and 
that which is better, that you are yourself renowned for your prowess ; 
for which causes I am resolved if possible not to treat you as a 
prisoner. And if you on your word will promise not to quît this castle 
without my leave, I will put you under no surveillance. It is large ; 
you can take your pleasure along with us, until your ransom be agreed 
upon and paid, in the which matter I shall endeavour to be ail that is 
most gracions." 

" Captain," replied Don Alonzo, " I thank you for your courtesy, 
assuring you on my most honoured word that I will not quît thîs place 
without your sanction." 

But he held not to his promise, unhappily for himself, as you will 
hereafter leam. Holding counsel togcther one day, they fixed Don 
Alonzo's ransom at one thousand crowns. 




s or Soiomaiore. 




CHAFTER IX. 



Of how Aionio de Sotomaiorc m.ide his escapc wîth an Albanian, who tended ihe 
horscs ; but, bcing capturcd on the roatl, was locked up în a strong prison. 



I OR full fiftcen to twenty days did Don Alonzo rcmaîn 
wîth Captait! Bayard, the good Chevalier and his 
ftiends the while making good checr, during which 
stason he went and came throughout the castle as 
he did choose ; for, being on his oath, thcy littlc 
drcanit that hc would evcr break it. 

Uc acted othei^ise, although he afterwards de- 
clared that he had mcant no wrong, but cxcused himsclf on the plea 
that nonc of his pcopic had corne nigh to him, and said that hc had 
himself gone to obtain his ransom of one thousand crowns for the 
good Chevalier. Nevertheless the case was such ; Don Alonzo goïng 
and coming at plcasure, got wcary thcrcof, one day consulted with an 
Albanian, one of the castle 's garrison. Hc said to him: "Comc hitber, 
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Théode ! If thou wilt do me a good turn, it will be well for thee, and 
I promise on my faith that, as long as I do live, thou shalt want for 
nothing. It wearies me longer to remain hère, ail the more so hearing 
nothing of my people. If thou wilt provision me with a good steed 
(considering that I am in this place without restraint), I wish to make 
escape to-morrow morning. It is but fifteen or twenty miles to the 
garrison of my people, I would do that in four hours, and thou wilt 
come with me. I will see thee well provided for and give thee 
fifty ducats." 

The Albanian, who was avaricious, promised this ; however, first lie 
said : " Sir, I hâve heard that you are in the castle on your parole ; you 
will displease our Captain much." 

" I will not break my faith," said Don Alonzo ; " he has fixed my ransom 
at one thousand ducats, that will I send him ; and further than this 
I am not bound." 

" Well then ! " said Théode the Albanian, " to-morrow's morn at day- 
break I will without fail on horseback be at the gâte of the castle ; 
when it opens, make semblance of amusing thyself, and you will find 
yours waiting." 

This being arranged between them, it was carried into exécution the 
following day, as it had been proposed ; they found ail so easy that, 
the porter hardly appearing to notice him (because, as has before been 
said, he was on his parole, and free to go and come), Don Alonzo 
mounted on his horse and went off as hard as well he could.* 

Shortly afterward the good Chevalier, who was vigilant, entering the 



* According to the account given by Champier, the facts are not similar, and more 
in favour of Sotomaiore ; but it is sufïîcient to compare his text with that of the Loyal 
Serviteur, to see that the author has been less well-informcd. " After a time,'* he says, 
" Lord Alonzo, not having had tidings from Spain or from his friends, said to Captain 
Bayard : * I am hère as your prisoner, and at your expense, which profits little to you or 
me. I pray of you let me go, and on my faith I will do that which in a short time will 
bring me the money from Spain, with which to pay my promised ransom, and you may 
rest assured, that I should sooner die than break my faith.' Then replied the Lord of 
Bayard : * I am content with what you say, for I know the house from whence you come, 
your parents and your line, the which is famous throughout Spain ; also 1 know of your 
prowess, and of the name you hâve gained in your camp. For thèse causes 1 let you 
départ on your faith ; and if shortly you cannot send me your ransom, you must return 
and surrender yourself unto me as prisoner then.* At this reply the Lord Alonzo bade 
farewell to Captain Bayard." As I hâve said, it is only necessary to compare the text, to 
observe that Champier is not so well-informed. In his text 1 see but vague words ; in 
that of the Loyal Serviteur, on the contrary, are given facts précise and exact ; and he 
places on the scène a certain number of subordinate personages, such as the Albanian, 
Le Basque and the porter. 
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minor courtyard of the castle, inquired about his prisoner ; they had 
amused themselves each morning together, but no one could inform him 
of his whercabouts. Amazed, he came to the porter, of whom he 
inquired whcther he had seen him. He replied: "Ycs, at daybreak, 
close to the gâte." The sentinel was inquired of concerning him, but 
hc was nowhere to be found, neither the said Théode the Albanian. 

Who was sorely grieved? It was the good Chevalier. Ordering one 
of his soldiers, Le Basco ^ by name, he said to him : " This instant 
mount your horse, along with nine others, and ride straight towards 
Andria, try to find our prisoner ; and, if you find him, bring him back 
alive or dead. And if perchance the miscreant Albanian is with him, 
bring him also hithcr; for he shall be hung from thèse battlements, an 
cxamplc to those who another time would play the traitor as he 
has done." 

Le Basque made no more dclay, but instantly mounting his horse, 
and spurring it fonvard, without considering who followed him (never- 
theless he was well followed), took the road to Andria, two miles from 
which he made up to Alonzo unnoticed, buckling up one of his horse's 
straps, the which had broken. Who, when he perceived that he was 
being followed, tried to remount, but could not, was caught, recaptured, 
and set again on horseback. Théode was wiser than to allow himself to 
be recaptured, knowing well that he went for his life; saved himself in 
Andria, whilst Don Alonzo was escortcd back to Minervino, where, 
when the good Chevalier saw him, he said : " How comcs it, Signor Don 
Alonzo } you gave unto me your promise not to départ from thence 
without my leav'e, the which you now hâve done ! I will trust you no 
further ; for it was not honourable in any gentleman to a leave a place, 
being thcre upon his honour." 

Don Alonzo replied : ** I had not it in mind to wrong you ; you fixed 
my ransom at one thousand crowns, which you would hâve in two days' 
time received. M y reason for thus going was owing to the disappoint- 
ment I endured, having received no tidings of my people." 

The good Chevalier, still most wrathful, would not accept of his 
excuses, but had him placed within a tower, in which he was kept for 
the space of fifteen days, without being placed in irons, or receiving 
further indignitics. lie was well treated as regards food and drink, and 
thus had reason for contentment 



* This soldicr was latcr known as Bayard's csquirc. His nanic was Pierre de Tardes, 
his surnamc Le Bitsco or La Basqut:. 
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At the end of fifleen days came a tnimpeter demanding safe conduct 
for one of his people wishing to bring the ransom money : he was 
detaîned, and then the money was brought two days later. For which 
cause Signor Don Alonzo was at once liberated. Took leave of the good 
Chevalier and ail the company in a sufficîentty courteous manner, after- 
wards retuming to Andria. But previous to his departure he witnesscd 
how the said good Chevalier divided the whole of the ransom amongst 
his men, not retaining for himself one farthing. 




Spaniïh Coin. (Ferdinand aad I^bell^) 
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liN Sit;ni>r Don Alonzo had arrived in Andria, ail hïs 
fricnds and companions grccted liim w-armly ; for, the 
triitli to tell, thcrc was no man in ail the Spanish 
arniies niorc fsttemcd than hc, nor who loved feats 
of arms more. Thoy comfortcd him as wull as they 
could, sliowin^ liini tliat lie necd not bc so down- 
licarted at liavîng bccn takcn prisoncr, for it was the 
fortune of war to lose at onc time and gain at 
las sulïicient that God had restored him safe and 
friends. After much converse, he was questîoned 
in which the good Chevalier livcd, «bat kind ol 
how, durin^ his imprison ment, he had bcen trcated 
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To which replied Don Alonzo : 

" On my word, I do assure you, gentlemen, that, as regards the 
person of Bayard, I believe that nowhere in the world is there more 
bold a gentlemen, or less of an idler ; for if he be not at war, he of 
necessity dœs somethîng in its stead with his soldiers, be it wrestling, 
jumping, throwing the bar, or other honest pastimes known to gentlemen 
wherewith to exercise themselves. In liberality he has no equal ; as I 
saw by several of his actions, even when he received the thousand 
ducats for my ransom ; bcfore me he divided it amongst his soldiers, 
not retaining for himself one single ducat In short, the truth to tell, 
if he lives long, it is to bccome great things. But as you inquire of 
me concemîng his treatment of me, I cannot praise it much ; I do not 
know if it were by his orders, but his pcople did not trcat me as 
became a gentleman, but far more harshly than they ought to hâve. 
And my living did not content me." 

Some marvelled at his words, considering the uprightness always 
attributed to the good Chevalier ; others said that '* one never finds 
beautiful prisons ;" no one blamed him. But there was so much talk 
concemîng it, that a prisoner of the garrison of Minervino, on his 
retum, fully informed the good Chevalier of how Don Alonzo com- 
plained continuously of the bad treatment he sai4 he had received, with 
other talk still less truthful, at which he had marvelled greatly. 
And straightway calling his people to him, he said : 
•* My lords, hère is Don Alonzo complaining amongst the Spaniards 
of the treatment he has received at my hands, which he says could 
not hâve been worse. You ail know how it was. It appears to me 
that it would hâve been impossible to treat a prisoner better than we 
did him before he made his flight, and since, although he has been 
more confined, we hâve donc naught unto him whercof he should com- 
plain. And, by my troth ! if I thought that we had done wrong towards 
him, I would make amends. For which I entreat you to tell me if 
any of you perceived aught of which I hâve heard nothing." 

To the which ail replied : ** Captain, had he been Spain's greatest 
prince, you could not hâve better treated him. He does wrong and 
sîns in thus complaining ; but the Spaniards make so much of this 
gallant, and are so vainglorious, that this is pure de\'ilr}*.'* 

*' By my word ! " said the good Chevalier, " I will write and caution 
him, how I am of wrathful tempérament, and that if he say that I 
îll-treated him I will prove othenvise by personal encounter, cithcr on 
foot or on horseback, whichever may please him.*' 
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Calling forthwith for a clerk, he wrote a letter to this effcct : 

*• SiGNOR AlONZO, 

" I hâve leamt that, aftcr your rcturn from my prison, you havc 
•madc complaints amongst your pcople that I did not trcat you as 
bcfittcd a gentleman. You well know that such is not the case ; but, 
in that wcre it true, would do me much dishonour, I hâve been wishful 
to Write unto you this letter, by which I entreat of you to repaîr the 
injustice of thèse words in présence of those who hâve heard them, by 
confessing, as is the truth, the good and straiglitfonvard treatment you 
met with at my hands. And doing this will both increase your honour 
and repair mine, which by injustice you hâve sullied. And in the 
event of your refusing to do so, I hereby déclare that I am resolved 
to make you retract ail by mortal combat 'twixt your person and mine, 
be it on horseback or on foot, and with what arms you may choose. 
And adieu. 

*' At Minervino, this tenth day of July." 

By a trumpeter, none other than the brave and noble Lord de La 
Palisse, surnamed La Lune, this letter vvas sent to Signor Don Alonzo, 
in the town of Andria, who, when he had read it, without asking 
counsel of any, sent reply by the same trumpeter, in a letter containing 
thèse words : . 

"My Lord of Bayard, 

** I hâve seen your letter which the bearer placed in my hands, and 
amongst other things mentioned therein is that of my having circulated 
amongst those of my nation that I havc not been treated by you as 
befitted a gentleman, being your prisoner, and that on my not refuting 
it, you are resolved to combat me. I hereby déclare that I will not 
retract one word of what I said, not being a man to retract As 
regards the combat you propose betwixt us, I accept it between this 
day and twelve to fifteen days hence, to take place two miles from out 
this town of Andria, or elsewhere as you may think fit." 

La Lune gave this reply to the good Chevalier, who would sooner 
hâve received it than ten thousand crowns, ill though he was. He told 
lîim that he accepted the challenge, likcwise the day of assignation. 

I 2 
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Thus, the matter fixed upon, the good Chevalier instantly inforiiied 
Lord de La Palisse of the same, who bcing a man wcll versed in such 
matters, Bayard took him, aftcr God and hîs old friend Bcllabre, as his 
guide. 

The day of the combat drew nigh, whîch was such as you will 
h car of. 





:-y-^- M.'^^- -^■' 



Itayaril striking to earth Alonzo de Soloniniore. 



CHAPTER Xr. 



Of how ihe good Chev.ilie: 



Ans peur et sans reproche fought ng.iinst Doc 
and vanquishcd him. 



Aloiuo 




-^i^MMfWir ^^^ tlic day arrivcd assigncd for the combat thc 
Lord de La Palisse, accompanied by two hundrcd 
men-at-arnis, (whkh cach of thc combatants accorded 
to the other), escortcd his champion to the field, who 
was mounted on a yoodly charger, and drcsscd com- 
plctely in white, emblcm of humility. Thc Lord 
Alonzo had not as yet arrived. 

La Lune went to hastcn him, of whom he inquired 
as in what way thc Lord de Bayard was preparcd to fight Beîng told 
that he was on horscback, and dressed în complète armour, he cxclaimed : 
" Mow îs this? It is for me to sclcct thc wcapons, and him the ground. 
Trumi>cter, go tell him that I will this day fight on foot!"' 

' At (his poini thc two combatants would havc cxchanged letiers, of which Champier 
gives us the substance. " When thc Lord Alonio," hc says, " kncw that Bayard had 
;ilruady rcpaircd to thc pbcc of combat, hc was much displeascd, and to évade and put 
ufT ihe fight, wrote an cpistle, Ihc which 1 myscif found in a purse that once belonged to 
the ni'ither uf the noble Bayard, which had bccn takcn to her son, writicn in Spanish, as 
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Notwithstanding the boldness shown by Signor Alonzo, he would 
willîngly not hâve been brought thus fon\'ard, having never realised, 
ou'îng to the discase from which the good Chevalier was now suffering, 
that he would consent to fight on foot. But when he saw that ail was 
în readiness to commence, ihought he had done well in fighting him 
thus for many reasons: one was that, on horseback, in ail the world, 
no more adroit gentleman was to be found than the good Chevalier ; 
the other that, owing to fhe disease from which he was suffering, he 
would of necessity be feeble, and that filled him with the hope of being 
able to vanquish him. La Lune advanced towards the good Chevalier, 
to whom he said : " Captain, hcre is some news for you ; your adversary 
says now that he will meet you but on foot, and that to him is left the 
choice of weapons." 

This was indeed the truth ; nevertheless it had been previously 
concluded that the combat was to take place on horseback in fuU 
accoutrement of men-at-arms ; but now it appeared that Signor 
Alonzo was wishful to avoid the tilting. 

When the good Chevalier had heard the trumpct, he remained for onc 
moment pensive, for, even on that day, he had had fever. Nevertheless 
with léonine courage he replied : ** My friend, La Lune, go hasten him ; 
nothîng will this day prevent me repairing mine honour, by God's hclp ; 
and if combat on foot be not pleasing to him, I will do othenvisc as he 
may think fit." 

Meanwhile the good Chevalier prepared his camp, which consistcd of 
large stones alongside one another, and had just placed himself at one 
end thereof, in company with sevcral good, bold, and valiant captains, 
such as the Lords de La Palisse, d*Oroze, d'Himbercourt, de Fontraillcs, 



follows : * Seigneur Petrou de Bayardo yo he senlido como siti venulo a lo locho donde ery 
stato dcputado de farce fate d*armas de la niia persona a la vestra y dclque me plaze c 
vogiio che si alcuno de la génie nostra de André ny de la vestra fasse donato impacho nés 
uno e que aise vulga cautelo que voy ve rendate prizonero mio corne si fusscti stato vencido 
pcr forza d\'irmas e voy non vogiio altra cautcla. Scripto in André stado 26 novcmbrio 
1503. Par mi Petrou de Cordova scripta. Don Aloncc de Sotomaiore.* When the said 
Bayard had received the above from Don Alonzo, he repHed as follows : * Seigneur 
Alonzo, ai vu ce que m'avez dcrit, et suis content s*ily a aucun Français ni autre qui donne 
empêchement à vous, que je sois votre prisonnier. Aussi, en semblable si les vôtres me 
donnent empêchement, serez mon prisonnier, car ne veux que défendre mon honneur de 
ce que dites et avez publié que je ne vous ai pas bien traité quand étiez mon prisonnier ni 
en gentilhomme.' The incorrect text of the Spanish document docs not appear to M. Roman 
to appear to be authentic. M. de Terrebasse accepts it more willingly, having found it in 
the Tropha?um Gallorum, published at Lyons by Symphorien Champicr in 1507, who 
was a cotemporary of Bayard 's." 
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the Baron de Béarn, and many others, ail of whom prayed to God that 
he would aid their champion. 

When La Lune returned to Signor Alonzo, who now knew that there 
was no further help, and for his honour he must come to combat, he 
advanced, well supported by the Marquis de Licite, the Don Diego de 
Quinonez, Lieutenant of the great Captain Gonsalve Femand,* Don Pedro 
de Haldez, Don Francesco d'Altamesa, and many others, who accompanied 
him as far as the camp, where, having arrived, he sent the weapons to the 
Chevalier to choose from, the which were a long rapier and a dagger ; 
thcy were armcd with gorgets and steel coifs. He did not takc long to 
choose ; but, when he saw what he had to do, delayed no longer, taking 
his stand at one end of the camp by his friend Bcllabre, whom he had 
chosen as his second ; the Lord de La Palisse kept the ground of 
the camp on his side. The Signor Don Alonzo entcred by the other 
end, having for his second Don Diego de Quinonez, and as keeper of the 
ground. Don Francesco d'Altamesa. 

When both had ^ entered, the good Chevalier, falling on both knees, 
made humble supplication to God ; thcn, strctching himself on the 
ground, he kissed the earth, and in rising made the sign of the cross 
(he always did the same at home). Then marching straight towards his 
cnemy, with as assured a gait as he had bccn in a palace, dancing 
amongst fair ladies. 

Don Alonzo did not show eithcr that he in any way felt fear ; comîng 
straight up to the good Chevalier, he said thèse words : " Senor de 
liayardo, que me qucrcis?" 

Who rcplied in his native tongue : " I will défend mine honour." 

And without further words they approached each other, each dealing 
his adversary a mighty rapier thrust, that of the good Chevalier slightly 
wounding Signor Alonzo on the face, causing blood to flow. Believc 
me that each had swift step and ready cye, and wîshed that not a 
single thrust should be lost. If ever were seen in camp two champions 
better exemplifying prudhomvies than they, bclieve it not! Scverai 
thrusts were dealt, one after the other, still without resuit The good 
Chevalier, who saw from the first his enemy's manœuvres, on seeing the 
thrusts made, covcred his face, consequently could not hâve it înjured, 
and had recourse to strategy, by which, when Don Alonzo raîsed his 
arm to administer a thrust, the good Chevalier raised his also, but kept 

* It appcars that Gonsalve of Cordova, as the General, and at the same time a ncar 
relative of Sotomaiorc, reprimandcd him, ordcring that he shouki not longer delay the 
combat. 
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his rapier in the air without dealing the thrust, and with coolness, his 
enemy*s thrust over, choosing his moment, dealt him a tremendous 
sweep upon the throat that, notwithstanding the protection of the gorget,^ 
the rapier cntered therein fully four nails deep, and the same could not 
be withdrawn. Don Alonzo, feeling this to be his deathblow, let drop 
his rapier, seizing the good Chevalier by the body, who also grasped 
him as in the manner of wrestling, and so evenly were they balanccd 
that they fcll to earth together side by side. The good Chevalier 
promptly took his dagger and thrust it into his enemy's nostril, crying : 
" Surrender, Signor Alonzo, or you are a dead man ! " 

But his speech was useless, as already had his spirit fled. Then his 
second, Don Diego de Quinonez, called out, "Scnor Bayardo, ya es 
muerto ; vencido habeis/' ^ 

Which was, alas ! too true, as he never moved hand or foot more. 

But the most discomforted amongst them was the good Chevalier ; as, 
had he possessed one thousand crowns, he would cheerfully hâve given 
them, could he hâve vanquished him alive. Nevertheless, recognising 
God's grâce towards himself, he knelt, thanking Him humbly ; then 

* The gorget covercd the neck, and was most frcquently composcd of a certain number 
of iron plates linked together, which divided itself into two parts ; the upper part was 
flexible, with a chin-piecc, which «pened to put on the helmet, to which it was attached 
by hooks. There were also, as is hère seen, gorgcts of armour. 

* " Lord de Bayard, he is now dead ; you hâve conqucred." Further on, Diego adds : 
" Over much, my Lord of Bayard, for the honour of Spain ! " AU the celcbrated historians 
of the time tell of this cclebratcd combat. Champier, whose version is somcwhat différent 
to this one, but to our mind not worthy of so much confidence, and wanting in amplifica- 
tion. Jean d'Anton alone relates it with its détails as worthy of notice. We herc give a 
quotation from his work, where it appcars to us to havc been given in ail honesty : 

" Chacun d'eux côtoyait son ennemi et approchait de la longueur du glaive pour se 
trouver à découvert et donner dedans. Et, à une fois, Bayard, au rabattre l'un des coups 
de l'Espagnol, l'approcha de tant, que, en croyant donner de toute puissance de l'estoc 
travers du visage, comme cet Espagnol fléchit la tête en arrière, le coup fut assené en la 
au gorgerette, de telle façon que, au travers des mailles, lui entra en la gorge de plus 
de quatre doigts. Lorsqu'il retira l'estoc, grand abondance de sang commença à ruisseler 
sur l'armure jusqu'à terre. Dont cet Espagnol, comme forcené, à toute force, se voulut 
revenger, et, pour ce faire, s'approcha tant de son homme, que chacun pensait qu'il le 
voulut saisir au collet. Et là s'essaya souvent de lui en rendre autant, mais tant perdait 
son sang que la terre en était enrougie, et moult s'aflaiblissait ; toutefois ne reculait pas 
d'un seul pas, mais plus que devant se tenait entre le Français, tant qu'à la fin se joignit 
à lui. 

" Et ainsi, à belle pointe d'estoc, se tâtèrent longuement l'un l'autre, et d'aussi près que 
de la main au visage se pouvaient toucher. Bayard, avisant son coup, lui rua soudaine- 
ment de toute sa force le poignard qu'il tenait de la main gauche contre le visage. Et 
entre l'œil gauche et le bout du nez, lui mit jusqu'à la poignée, tant que dedans le cerveau 
lui entra. Dont cet Espagnol tomba à la renverse, atteint par l'angoisse de la mort, et 
Bayard tomba sur lui, sans lui tirer le glaive de la tête." 




«ou» OF GONSALVE or CORnOVA. 
(Arpieria K«a]. Madrid-) 
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kissing tlie carth thrice, he took his cnemy's body from out the camp, 
saying to his second, "Signor Don Diego, hâve I donc enough?" 

Who pitcously answered, "Troppo, Senor Bayardo, pour la honra 
d'Espana." 

"You weil know," saïd the good Chevalier, "that it is for me to do 
with the body what I think fit ; nevcrtheless I give it back to you ; 
and truly I wish, with mine honour saved," that it had been otherwîse." 

To bc brief, the Spaniards carried away theîr champion'» body 'midst . 
grievous lamentation, the French Icading theîrs 'midst the sound of 
trumpcts and clarionets until reaching the garrison of the good Lord de 
La Palisse, where, before doing aught eisc, the good Chevalier repaired 
to the church, thcrc to offer oblations to the Almighty, latcr making 
ail possible rejoicings, None of thèse French gentlemen could tire of 
givîng praîsc unto the good Chevalier, so niuch so that, throughout the 
kingdom, not only amongst French but also amongst Spaniards, he 
was held to be one of the most finished gentlemen that could anywhere 
be found. 




Sc»l of La PaMsfe. 




Bayant and Oroze meeting ihe Spaniaids. 



CHAPTER XII. 



Of a Tournanicnt held in ihc kingdom of Naplcs, bclwccn thirlccn Frcnchnien and 
thiricen Spnniards, in ihe which ihc good Chevalier made such ftats of arms tfaat lie 
carried offthe priie over ail. 



' E know that, amongst other nations, tlic Spaniards are a 
pcople who of themsetvcs wi!l not condcmn them- 
selves, and are ahvays somcwliat vainglorious. And 
inasmuch as they are a brave nation, and are possessed 
together with both prowcss and a good manncr, there 
are no peopic in the world tliat can hold out against 
them. They had heard liow tlie good Clievalicr chal- 
lenged Don Alonzo de Sotoniaiore, whoni thc Spaniards 
at heart mourned deeply, and they sought each day for mcans to 
a venge them sel ves. There had becn agrée d upon 'twîxt the French 
and they, a few days after the death of Signor Don Alonzo, a truce of 
two months; the reason thereof I know not. Now it happcned that 
diiring the truce the Spaniards went to amuse thcmselves nigh to the 
French garrisons, and about thèse places they sometimes feJl in with 
Frenchmen who likewise were amusing themselves. Thèse had often 
words t<^ether, but ahvays the said Spaniards sought for sonie cause 
of disagreement. 
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One day, amongst others, a band of thirteen Spaniards, ail men-at- 
arms, and well mounted, went to disport themselves close by to the 
garrison of the good Chevalier, who, together with the Lord of Oroze, of 
the house of Urfé, a very noble captaîn, had taken two companions, and 
salHed forth to breathe the air about half a league distant, where thcy 
encountered the said Spaniards, whom they saluted ; they retumed the 
greeting. They cntered into converse conceming divers mattcrs, and 
amongst other words, a Spaniard bold and courageous, by name Diego 
de Bisegna, the which had been one of the firing company of Signor 
Don Alonzo de Sotomaiore (still holding his death in remembrance), said : 
** Gentlemen and Frenchmen, I do not know if this truce wearies you ; 
for, although it has only been as yet of eight days' duration, it wearies 
us exccedingly. If, neverthclcss, while it lasts there be a band of you, 
ten against ten, twenty against twenty (either more or less), who would 
mcet us in combat upon the quarrel of our masters, my side can 
easily be numbered. And those who shall be vanquished shall remain 
the othcr's prisoners." 

At thèse words the Lord of Oroze looked at the good Chevalier, who 
said : " My Lord of Oroze, what thinkest thou of thèse words ? " 

Hc also said : " It seems to me that this gentleman talks honestly. 
I could willingly answer him, but I pray of you that you reply to hini 
according to your judgment" 

** Sincc it pleases you,'* replied the good Chevalier, " I will tell him my 
opinion. 

**Sir, my friend and I hâve heard your words, and do understand 
that you would mcet us at an encounter of arms, numbcr against 
nunibcr. You are hère thirteen men-at-arms ; if it suit* your wishes, 
cight days from this come two miles from hence, armed and mounted ; 
my companion and I will meet you there with the same number. And 
he who has a good heart will show it ! " 

ïhereupon ail the Spaniards in their own tongue replied, " We do 
wish it." 

Thcy then returncd, as did the Lord of Oroze and the good Chevalier, 
to within Mincrvino ; where they selected their men, and on the day 
namcd found themselves at the place agreed upon witfi the Spaniards, 
who likewise were on the spot. Of each nation there wcre many others 
who had come there as spectators. They fixed their camp, making con- 
dition that those who should pass beyond the same should be held as 
prisoners and unable to compete more that day ; likewise that those un- 
horsccl nuist ccase to fight. And that in case till nightfall onc party had 
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not vanquished the other, and there remaîned but one on horseback, thc 
joust should bc considered over, and that he should carry away ail his 
companions free and discharged, with permissio;i to leave the camp. 

To end our story : the French ranged themselves on one side and the 
Spaniards on the other. Ail, with lances in rest, spurred their horses ; 
but the said Spaniards endeavoured not to hit the men, but to kîll the 
horses, which they did to the number of eleven. There remainîng on 
horseback alone the Lord of Oroze and the good Chevalier. But this 
trickery was not of much service to the Spaniards, for afterwards their 
horses refused to move forward, however sorely they were spurred. And 
thc said Lord of Oroze and the good Chevalier rushed upon them in 
sharp assault. And, when the larger side in their turn desircd to charge, 
they retreated behind the dead horses of their companions, which servcd 
them as a rampart. 

And, to conclude, the Spaniards were mightily provoked, and though 
they numbered thirteen horsemen against two, were still unablc to take 
the camp ; night came on, but still they had gained nothing. When 
being brought to a close, according to thc agrecment made, ail gave thc 
honour of the combat to the French ; who had fought so bravely, two 
against thirteen, for four hours without being defeated. The good 
Chevalier had made such feats of arms that it was much noised abroad, 
and addcd greatly to his renown. 




Macc of ihe Sixtecnth Ctnlury. 







The TttfliurCTS tljiog with thdr Sackt. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Of how thc good Chevalier capturcd ihc Treasurer and his servant, who wcre carryoïg 
iirtccn thousand ducats to the great Captain Gonsalvc Fcmand, and of what he 
did with it. 



/ fiOUT one month aftcr this combat, the truce being 
over, the good Chevalier was infonned by his spies 
that there h ad corne to N api es a treasurer, who 
changed moncy into gold, to take the same to the 
great Captain Gonsalvc Fcmand, and who would per- 
forée hâve to pass within three or four miles of the 
garrison. He had slcpt nonc since he h ad heard 
thereof, and had placed sentrics, who at last came 
to tell him that the treasurer had arrived at a village held by the 
Spaniards, which was but fifteen miles from Minervino, and that on 
the morrow, with an escort of light horse,' had preparcd to proceed on 
towards the great Captain. 
The good Chevalier had much dcsîre to seize this money, not for 

' Soldiers of (hc light cavalry, who fought with shields and lancei, riding jennets (i /a 
gtntta) thaï is to say, with very short stirrups, as do the Moors , they were mounted on 
tmb-tailcd horscs {gineU). 
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himself, but to distribute amongst his soldiers ; so, rising tvvo hours 
before dawn, went and lay în ambush between two small hills, accom- 
panied only by twenty horsemen, and sent round to the other side his 
friend Tardieu, with twenty-five Albanians, so that if not caught on 
one side he must be on the other. 

Now it happened as hère foUows, that at about the hour of sevcn 
that moming, the scouts of the good Chevalier, hearing the tramp of 
horses, came to apprise him of the same. The Chevalier and his men 
were so well concealed between two rocks that they could hâve with 
ease been passed by unobserved. The Spaniards advanced towards 
them, and in their centre the treasurer and his servant, carrying the 
bags of money* behind them on their horses. When they had just 
passed, without further delay the Chevalier and his men raised the cry 
of France! France! A mort! A mort! when the said Spaniards, 
finding themselves thus charged, and taken unawares, believing that 
there were a far greater number of men than in truth there were, took 
to flight in the direction of Barletto. They were pursued, but not far, 
for the poor treasurer alone was wanted, who, being captured with his 
servant, was conducted under cscort to Minervino. Arriving there, they 
were despoiled of their money-bags, the which were (ïill of sparkling 
ducats. The good Chevalier wished to count the same, but the treasurer 
said to him in Spanish : " Non conteis, senor, son quince mil ducados." '^ 

Much rejoiced were they with this their prize. 

Meanwhile Tardieu retumed, who, when he beheld ail this money, 
felt much discomforted that he had not captured it, saying at the same 
time to his good Chevalier, " I also shall havc my share of this, as I 
was engaged in the undertaking." 

" That is true," quoth the good Chevalier ; " but you had no hand in 
the capturing thcreof." And for the fun of it, continued, *'And evcn 
had you been there, being under my orders, I can give thcc but what 
I think fit." 

Upon this Tardieu waxed wrathful, swearing in God's name that he 
would learn the reason thereof ; and straightway made complaint of it to 
the Lieutenant-General of the army of France, who sent for the good 
Chevalier, who instantly came unto him, and, in his présence, each onc 
told his taie ; the which, having listened to, the said Lieutcnant-Gencral 

* The money was carried in bags of a certain dimension called les bouij^cs, from 
whencc came the word bougette, or small travelling-bag. The expression, '* // a hicn 
rempli ses bouges^^ becanie proverbial to describe a man who had bccome rich. 

* " Do not count them, my lord ; there are fiftcen thousand ducats." 
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ïnquired the opinion of ail the captaïns présent The décision beîng 
(after having heard ail), that Tardieu was cntitled to no part of the 
spoil, at which hc was sorely disappointed. But being by nature of a 
jovial mind, he at once exclaimed, " By the blood of St. George, I am 
indced unfortunate ! " He then addressed the good Chevalier, saying, 
" But, by heavcns ! it is ail one, since you hâve to provide me wîth ail 
things needful for me while in this country." Bayard at thïs laughed 
heartily, and straightway they returned together to Minervino, where, 




1 WocHicut of the Siitccnth Ccntury. 

whcn they had arrivcd, the good Chevalier bcfore Tardieu, still further 
to tantalisc him, had the ducats placcd before him on a table, and thcn 
said, " Fricnd, how scems it to you .' arc not thcsc fine sugar-plums ? " 

" Indecd, by ail the devils ! that they are," replied he ; " but I 
hâve nothing of iL I would that I were hung, by the blood of God f 
For had I onty half of what îs there, I would hâve riches, and be a 
prosperous man my lifc-long," 

"How so.' My friend," said the the good Chevalier, "thinkest thou 
tliat being posscsscd of this would influence your whole life in thîs 

K 2 



HiSTORY OF Bavard. 



world ? And now, I tell you that of that which you hâve tried to seize 
by force. I give to thee, of my own free will, the half." And instantly 
counting it, gave over unto him seven thousand fivc hundred ducats. 

Tardieu, who had until now thought that he spoke but in jest, when 
he saw that it was true, scized it, throwîng hîmsclf on both knees, and 
with tears of joy in his eyes, said, " Alas ! my master, my friend, how 
can I ever sufficiently thank you for your goodness.' Greater liberality 
than even that of Alexander ! " 

" Hush, friend ! if it tay în my power I would do far more for thee," 

After this, ail his life long, Tardieu was rich ; for by means of thèse 
moneys, after that they had retumed from Naples into France, he, in his 
province, espoused an heiress, daughter of a Lord de Saint-Martin, who 
had as dot three thousand pounds of rentes. 

You must now leam what became of the other seven thousand five 
hundred ducats. The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, whose 
heart was as a peart, calted unto him ail those of his garrîson, and to 
each, according to his rank, he distributed it, without reserving for 
himsclf one farthing. Then said he to the treasurer, " My friend, I 
know full well that, if I would, I could demand a goodly ransom for 
thee, but I hold myself content with what I hâve already had. When 
you and your man so désire, I will give unto you safe conduct to any 
place you may desîre ; nothîng further will be taken from you, nor \\ill 
you be searched." 

They had about them, în personaltîes and money, five hundred ducats 
or more. 

Who fett happy ? It was the unfortunate treasurer, who, by a trum- 
peter of the good Chevalier's, to who m he gave three crowns, was 
escorted as far as Barletta, together with his man, rîght well, seeing 
his fortune had bccn to hâve fallen înto such good hands. 





Sp»iiish DucaU or Ihe Reign of FcnlinanJ and Isabelli. 




l'cdrii (le Paz crossing tlie Cor^liaii 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Of how ihc good Chcvaliur ilL-fcndi'd the bridge across the Garigliano nloni; for the 
spaee of hniï-nn-hour against two hundrcd Spajiiards. 



l NOUGH îs scen in other historiés of how it farod with 
the kingdom of Naplcs,- and of how, towards the close 
of the war betwcen France and Spaîn, the army of the 
said French was encamped on one bank of the river 
called the Gariglîano, whilst that of the Spaniards was 
on the opposite bank. You must undcrstand that if 
on the side of the French were to be found many 
brave and valiant knights, the Hke were also to be 
met with among the Spaniards. Amongst others, the great and re- 
nowncd Captain Gonsalve Femand, a man both wise and vigilant, and 
another, by namc Pedro de Paz, the same not bcing two cubits in 
hcight But a braver could nowhere be found. He was so much 
hump-backcd and so small that, when mountcd, his head alone was to 
be sccn above the saddic. One moming the said Pedro de Paz resolved 
to alarni the French, and he, together with one hundrcd to one hundred 
and twcnty horsenicn resolved to cross the river Garigliano at a certain 
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place, the ford of which he knew. He placed a man on foot behind 
each horse, armed with an arquebuse ; and thus he hoped to alarm the 
French and make them fly, abandonîng the bridge which they had 
gained. 

He carried out his enterprise well, giving the French camp a sharp 
and warm alarm, into the which they ail retreated, thinking that the 
entire Spanish army were advancing ; but such was not the case. 

The good Chevalier, who wished always to be near the scène of 
action, was hard by the bridge, and with him a bold gentleman, the 
Squîre Le Basco by name, Master of the Horse to King Louis XH. of 
France. They commenced to arm themselves on hearing the noise, and 
were soon in readiness mounted on their horses, and, one need not 
say, went straightway to where the affray was going on. 

But the good Chevalier, on looking beyond the river, saw well nigh 
two hundred Spaniards advancing straight to the bridge to take it, the 
which they would hâve done with but faint résistance, and that meant 
the total destruction of the French army. He began by saying to his 
friend, " Sir Squire, my friend, hasten thee to wam our people to défend 
yonder bridge, or we are ail lost. In the meanwhile I shall amuse 
them till you arrive ; but hasten thee ! " which he did, and the good 
Chevalier, with lance in hand, went himsclf to the end of the said 
bridge, where at the other end were the Spaniards ready to pass ovcr 
it. But, as a furious lion, putting his lance in rest, he rushed upon the 
troop who were alrcady on the bridge, making two or threc to staggcr, 
of which two fell ovcr into the water, from which they never rose more, 
for the river was both wide and deep. That over, he did many great 
feats, though sorely assailed, and had it not been for his expert horse- 
manship, could not hâve resisted them. But as an angry lion stood 
holding the bridge, which he prcvented their crossing, whilst with his 
sword he defended himsclf in a way that made the Spaniards think that 
he was not a man, but a devil.^ 

In short, he held it bravely till the Squire Le Basco, his comrade, 
came to his aid with two hundred men-at-arms, who, when they arrivcd, 

' Thcsc three words, mais un ennemi, hâve seemed insufificient to many cditors of our 
text. But we must hold in niind that the word ennemi was a long time synonymous with 
détnon. Long after this Pascal writes in his Provinciales, " S'il arrivait qu*à la mort, 
Vennemi eût quelques prétentions sur vous." I do not know if our legend of Bayard has 
made Spain jcalous, but they still préserve in the Armeria Real the armour of a Spanish 
knight, who, according to the catalogue, killed by his own hand more than four hundred 
Frenchmen in the fight of Garigliano. The catalogue mentions, it is true, that this man- 
killer had some companions, but their numbcrs he has forgottcn to mention. 
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compclled the saîd Spaniards to abandon the bridge, chasing thcm a 
full mile from it And would hâve gone farther, but perceived a large 
number of Spaniards, numbering seven or eight hundred horsemcn, 
coming to assîst their people. The good Chevalier on seeing this called 
to his men, saying, "Sirs, this day we hâve done enough in saving our 
bridge ; let us retreat in good order." His counsel being held wise, they 
commenced the retreat, Bayard always remaining last, and sustaining 
the whole brunt of the charge, or the greater part of it In the end, 
finding himself sorely pressed, his horse being completely exhausted, 
having carried him through the entire day, when suddenly the enemy 
poured down on them in a mass, bringing many of the French to 
ground, the horse of the Chevalier being backed well nigh into a 
ditch, where he was surrounded by twenty or thirty men, who called out, 
** Rende ! rende ! senor ! " ^ He, fighting still, could but reply, " Sirs, I of 
nccds must surrender, seeing that alone I cannot fight against ail of you." 

Hc had already got far separated from his companions, who had 
rctreated straight towards the bridge, thinking ail the while that the 
Chevalier was still amongst them. And when they got some distance 
ofT, onc amongst them, by name the Chevalier Guiffrey, a gentleman of 
Dauphiny,* and his ncighbour, suddenly remarked, " Ho ! sirs, we hâve 
lost ail ! The good Captain Bayard is dead or taken prisoner, for hc 
is not amongst us. Can it be otherwisc ? and only this day he led us 
so valiantly, and deserved so much honour! I vow to God that if I 
alone go, I will return, and, whcther he be alive or dead, shall get 
tidings of him ! '* 

I cannot say which of the troop was the most sorely grieved on 
Icarning that the Chevalier Guiffrey spoke not in jest Ail dismounted 
to readjust their horse-fumiture ; then remounted, with inconceivablc 
courage pursued the Spaniards at full speed, who werc taking with 
them the flower and i^/ife of ail that was noble, alone through the fault 
of his horse, which, had it been capable of like endurance to him, he 
would never hâve been captured. 

One must understand that when the Spaniards rctreated, taking with 
thcm the good Chevalier (because of their great number) did not deign 
to disarm him, neither to takc from him his sword, which hung by his 
side ; neither despoiled they him of his hatchct,^ which he had in hand. 

* ** Surrender I Surrender, niy lord ! " 

' According to Terrebassc, it was not GuitTrey, but Bellabrc, who had thus spoken. 
^ Onc tînds this battlc-axe in the picturc of Bayard on horseback, that we hâve hcre 
^iven aftcr Champier, and which is the most ancient engraving known (1527). 
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Whilst tnarching they contmually înquired as to who lie was. Hc, 
knowing well that if they knew his rightful name he ncvcr would 
cscape with life, because the Spaniards were more suspicious as a 
nation thaii the French, and knew bettcr than exchange hini, rcplied 
only that he was a gentleman. 

Mcamvhilc the French came up, his comradcs shoutîng, " France, France ! 
Turn, turn, Spaniards! you carry not off thus o\it giiiiion ! " At which 
the Spaniards, although so many în nuniber, were much astonislicd. 



le pieulrJC1beualierJQa)»tird 




roilrail al Bayurd aa Hor^back. From an EngraviDg oS 1527. 



Ncvertheless with bold front they receivcd the heavy charge of the 
French troops, but it fared hardly with some amongst theni, and tliose 
the bcst mounted, many of whoni were thrown to ground. 

Secing which, the good Chevalier, who was still fully arnied, and 
wanted but a fresh horse, his being weary, dîsmounted, and without 
puttîng foot in slirrup, vaulted on a bob-tailed horse, which had 
been cast to carth by the hand of the Squire Le Basco, whcn he ovcr- 
threw the brave knight, Siivador de Borgia, Lieutenant of tlie Marquis 



HiSTORY OF Bavard. 139 



de la Palude's division. Flnding himself once more well mounted, he 
did somc marvellous feats of arms, crying " France î France ! Bayard ! 
Bayard ! He whom you hâve thus let go ! " 

When tlic Spaniards heard his name, and kncw thc errer they had 
madc in nllowing hini to rctain his arms, bcing a pnaoncr, without iiis 
having said recours on ttou^ (for once having givcn his faîth he would 
hâve kept it), thc hearts of ail faîled thcm, and they said amongst 
themselves, " Lct us away to our own camp ; we shall do no further 
good this day." 

Saying which they brokc into a gallop, and the French, sceing the 
shadows of night approaching. happy at having rccovered thcir tnie 
leader, returned joyfiilly to camp, whcrc during cight days they ccased 




McdjI uf Julius II. 
Krom 11 l'iinl of ihe ijîxtcenlh Cenlury. 

not to speak of theîr glorious adventure, and at the samc timc thc 
prowess of the good Chevalier. 

In this same year sent King Louis XII. of France, to capture the 
province of Kousillon, a number of men, undcr command of Lord 
de Dunois. But they returned without having donc thîngs to further 
their glory; and there dicd a great French knight, by name the Lord 
of Rochepot. 

After that, I cannot say through whose fault, thc French did not 
longer remain in this kingdom of Naplcs, but returned to their own 
land, the greater number of them în but sorry state. As they joumcycd 

1 to lîght no more, if succour came or not— 
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through Rome the Pope Julîus paîd them much courtesy, but after- 
wards cheated them most thoroughly. The valiant Captain Louis d*Ars, 
who stîll held several places in Puglia (and of his division was the 
good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche), after the retum of the 
French army, remaîned still in this said kingdom, despite the Spanish 
power, for the space of one year, during which tîme some brilliant 
reconnoitres were made, and heavy skîrmishes, in the greater part of 
which they had success ; and further, would hâve held their own, but 
were summoned home by the King their master, to their great regret, 
in the year 1504. And ail were honourably welcomed, as wcll they 
deserved, even by the King their master, who, being wise and prudent, 
accepted the fortune of war as sent by God (in whom was his chiefcst 
strength). 

I will now cease speaking of warfare, and tell of the fortunes that 
came unto France and the surrounding countrics for the ncxt two 
years. 




View of l'Iessis-les-Toi 



CHAPTER XV. 



Of divers L-vcms that c 
1 ..^o 



pass in thc sp.icc of two ycnrs both in France, 




1 pnss in inc spacc 
Itnij', and Spain. 



FTKR the completion of thèse events,' thcre was a 
cessation of war twixt France and Spaîn, the whïch was 
but ill adviscd, ïnasmucli as one party had what they 
dcsirod. and the other had not. 

In thc year onc thousand one hundred and five 

died Jeanne of France, Duchess of Berry, who had 

bccn espoused to King Louis XII. ; who aiso thîs 

same year, in his city of Blois, was so grievously sick, 

they no longer hoped for life, physicians having lost hopc, and 

remédies proving of no avail. But (as I believe, în ; 



' Conlrary to his custoni, ihe Loyal Serviteur on 
iniportani facts in llic military career of Bayard, at t 
M. de Tcrrcbassc has found ihcm nientioned in Jca 
us in ihe Appcndix. 



is in ail thèse events past, certain 
; lime when he abandoned Puglia. 
d'Anton, and has givcn ihem to 
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the fervent prayers of hîs people, for he was much loved by reason of 
his clemency towards them, never having oppressed them with tithes 
and taxes) that the Almîghty prolonged his days. In the saîd year 
died Don Frederick of Aragon at Plessis-les-Tours, once King of 
Naples, the last of the race of Pierre of Aragon, who, without justice 
or reason, had usurped the said kingdom of Naples, and whose descen- 
dants held it, and do still under other tîtles. 

In the year one thousand five hundred and four, one of the most 
triumphant and victorious dames that for a thousand years has lived 




Jeanne of France. 



on this earth, departcd this lîfe. This was the Queen Isabclla of 
CastîUe, who helped, herself armed, in the conqucst of Granada ovcr 
the Moors, took prisoners the children of the King Chico,' who rcigncd 
over the said kingdom, the which she had baptised. And I would 
assure the readers of this présent history, that her life was such that 
she well merited a crown of laurels after death. This samc year died 
also the person who on her decease had succeeded her and becn lier 
heir, Philip, King of Spain, who was, by right of hîs wifc, Archdukc of 

' Chico (in Spanish paiûis) was the sumanie of ihe Moorish king, Boabdil. 
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Austria and Count of Flanders. France was no loser by hîs dcath ; for 
he had sown a seed that could hâve profited her little. 

Pope Julius, by the aid of the Kîng of France, as aiso of hîs 
Lîeutcnant-General of the duchy of Milan (the Lord of Chaumont, 
Sir Charles d'Amboise, a good and vîrtuous nian), conquered Bol<^na 
under Sir Jean de Bentîvoglio, in the said year, and as recompense 
thereof France received many indulgences. 

I do not know through whose counsel, but from this time the French 
ncver hcld the same footing in Italy, because that the said Pope, not 
ovcr good a Frcnchman, fortificd this side of the Alps adjoining the 
lands hcld by the King of France in Lombardy. 




I herc rccall the cvents that followcd. Many at this timc inade 
profit to thcmsolvcs ; and many of the captains who were govcmcd 
by the Lord de Chaumont made unto themsdves gains. Nor werc the 
men of Icttcrs forgetful to takc unto themsclvcs bénéfices,' 

In short, it was a sj'stem of avarice prcccding honour, the sanic 
which has ahvays existcd more in France than cisewherc. If the samc 



' That is to say, many (rndcd on Ihcir influence over the Lord of Chaumont ; thoscwho 
wcrt captains received money, and thosc who wcrc clerk» (mcn of luttcrs) wcrc givcn 
bénéfices (it is understood by ihc l'ope). According to Chanipier, Julius 1 1. tricd cven to 
raisc Ilayiird's position, offering hini the title of Captaîn-Gencral ; but Bayard rcpticd that 
he knew but t»-o masieri, ihc God in he.tvcn, and the Kîng of France on carth. 
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îs the most excellent countrv- in Europe : but good ground does not of 
neces5Ît\' brins: forth î^ood fruit, be it as it mav. I mvself hold with 
he who wrote the Roman d£ la Ros^^ by name Master Jean de Meuog ; 
the same says that beaux dons donnait gloire aux donneurs^ mais ils 
empirent les preneurs. 

The King of Aragon, widowed by the death of Isabella his i^ife, 
espoused the same year Germaine de Foix, nièce to the King of France, 
and was escorted uith much triumph into Spain, taldng "^-ixh her the 
Count of Cifuentes and aiso a Jacobin bîshop. After awhile she was 
desirous that to the French should be given ail preferment, which was 
not heîd with ; and by ail who knew her she was counted an unworthy 
daughter of France. 




Vi«w of Genox. 



CHAl'TER XVI. 



()l how Ihc C.ini 



îvollcd. and tlic King of France c 
bniuh'ht llK'iii 10 TL-ason. 




DO not say that ail (^ood Cliiistians must bc fullowcrs 
of thc CathoJic Church, nor that it must be obeycd, 
ncitli<:r do I say tliat ail Us ministcrs must of ncccssîty 
bc godly mon. And to pmvc thîs, I can bring 
fonvard as an example Pojk: Julius If., who (as a 
recomijcnsc for thc assistance rgndered him by Kîng 
Louis, who had aiso bcstowcd on him Bologna) com- 
mcnccd to drive the l'rcnch out of Italy, and by subtic 
and sinister means caused the Genocse jKipuJation to rise in revoit 
against thcir nobles, drivinfï them from thoîr city, and electing for thcm- 
selves a duke, named Sir l'aul de Novi, a working niechanic, and by 
trade a dyer. 

A Genoese gentleman, named Sir Jean Louis de Flisco, the same 
beîiig a gijod Frcnclimaii, tlie Lord de Las, who hcld tlic Castle, and 
many xthers, remained faithful to thu King of Francx:. And fur this 
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cause the wise Prince, somewhat a judge in such matters, seeing well 
that if it were not speedily repaired grave inconveniences might arise, 
determined to cross the Alps with a strong force, the which he did with 
ail dispatch, the situation requiring the same for divers reasons. 

The good Chevalier was at this time ill at Lyons, with quartan fever, 
which clung to him for upwards of seven years. As also with an arm 
which troublcd him, caused by a pikc-thrust received long since, the which 
had bcen so badly dresscd that an ulccr had followed, which was not as 
y et at ail hcaled.* 

On his return froih the kingdoni of Naples, the King his master kept 
him as one of his squires of his stable, until such time arrived that the 
command of a company of men-at-arms was vacant, the which he could 
gîve him. Thinking in his own mind, that notwithstanding his indis- 
position, he would indeed be most faint-hearted not to follow his 
prince, and regarding as naught the inconveniences, resolved to march 
with him. 

In two or three days he gave the needful orders, and commence J the 
passage across the Alps with the others ; and with such rapidity did the 
army march, that on his approaching the town of Genoa the inhabitants 
were much astonished, as they had hoped that in the space of a few 
days great assistance would hâve been sent them by the Pope, and 
also from Romania, together with scven or eight thousand men, called 
in Italy bresignels, who are accounted the best Italian foot-soldiers, and 

* The ulccr was bad and also cavernous, according to Champicr, who himsclf, knowing 
of médical matters, had on this account a curious knowled^je of our hcro. " One day," 
he says, ** I gave a supper in my housc to the Captain Bayard and his cousin Annie 
Magdalene Terrail, wife of the noble Claude de Varey, at that time the Queen's pantler. 
Now one night at supper it was that I said to him : * My lord captain, I wonder that 
y ou who are so ill with the fever, besides having on y our r.ght arm a dangerous ulcer, 
wish to go to Genoa with the King amongst thèse Pennine mountains, and expose your- 
sclf to the danger of war.' He answered me : * Truly you speak the truth ; but in times of 
necessity for nothing should one leave one's prince ; it were better to die for him than die 
of shame.' Then said 1 to him : * My lord captain, at least until your arm be cured, 
and to avoid a crcwd being with him, follow in company with Cardinal Amboise to 
Geneva ; for betwixt now and then you may be cured of your arm, as also of your fever.* 
* Of a truth, my friend,' said he, * you say well ; but one thing I most fear, which is that 
many officers of the papal court will follow the legatc, who v/ill be mounted on Spanish 
mules, the which kick much. 1 hâve but tender legs, for which reason I fear much the 
heels of mules, to which 1 am unaccustomed, and prefer being between horses, who 
know me, and I them.* Then he replied : * Sir, you are forgiven, for to jest is your 
custom.* * Of a truth,' said Bayard, * I say it not in pleasantry, bu; as 1 hâve heard.* At 
the request of the said lord captain ail those présent laughcd heartily, for he said much 
in this speech which it were impossible hère to write." I hâve hère given the entire 
passage, because it appears to me to be truthful, and agrées with the other incidents 
told of Bayard. Champier docs not always appear so truthful. 
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very hardy in warfaro. Thcy nevcrthcless unflinchingly did their duty, 
and at tlit top of the mountaîn, under which thc Fiench had to pass 
in order to enter thc town, had raised a strong bastion, held by good 
men and aitillery, which caused great wonderment amongst the wliole 
army. Thcn the King asseinbled his captains, and inquired of them 
what was to bc donc. There were divers opinions : some said that from 
their position their army might be totally dcstroycd, and that on the 
heights abovc there mifjht bc still great nunibcrs not visible, who would 




rcpulse tliem at titeir wcak points, and bring them to shamc. Olhers 
said that it was but the niob. who would lack endurance. 

Thc King. looking towards the good Chevalier, said to him, " lîayard, 
what tliiiikest thou ? " "On my faitli, sire," said he, "I ani unable to 
advisc you. One had need go and see what thcy arc doing up there ; 
and, for my part, If ît niay picase you to gîvc me permission, beforc an 
hoiir is ovcr, if I am not killcd or taken prisoner, you will havc thc 
information wantcd." 
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" I beg of you to go," said thc King, " as y ou arc well vcrsed in 
such matters." 

Without more delay, the good Chevalier, who had but to sound thc 
alarm, was joined by several of his friends and companions. Amongst 
them the Viscount de Rhodes, Captain Maugiron, Lord de Beaudinar, 
the Bastard de Luppé, and several others, in ail numbcring one hundred 
or one hundred and twenty. Amongst thcm wcre two of thc noble 
housc of I.a Foix, Lords of Barbazan and Lesparre, sons of Lord de 
Lautrec. And having assembled, he giving them a good Icad, com- 
mcnced to ascend the mountain. 

Sceing him in front, they endeavoured but to follow him, the which 
they did with difficulty ; the summit reached, they stoppcd but to 
take breath, then marched straight on towards the bastion ; on thc 
road to which they met with much résistance,^ and had somcwhat sharp 
fighting; but ultimately thc Genoese turned and took to fl'ght, thc 
French desiring to pursue them. But the good Chevalier callcd out, 
" No, sirs ! straight to the bastion. Possibly there are some left within, 
who might surround us ; this we must see to first at any rate." 

In this ail were agreed, and marched onwards, when what he had 
surmised came to pass, as still within it wcre two or three hundred 
men, who defended it, but in rude manner, finally quitting it, and flying 
like the wind down the mountain-sidc in order to rcach thcir town. 
Thus was thc bastion takcn. 

And after this the Gcnocse did not grcat dceds, but surrcndcrcd 
themselvcs to the mercy of thc King, who, entcring the town. obligcd 
the inhabitants to defray thc expenscs of his army, and at thcir own 
expense to build a strong castlc ncar by thc city, thc which hc callcd 
Godefa. Hc caused thcir doge to bc decapitatcd, and also anothcr, by 
name Giustiniani. In short, sufficiently chastised thcm at one time. 



' Champier makes Bayard speak thus on this occasion : *' Sir, I am of opinion that 
we ought to at once ascend this mountain, and beat thèse peasants and townsfolk from 
off the bastion. And I, with this fevcr, which I would were at présent clscwhcrc, and 
niy useless arm, will lead the way." Then afterwards saying to Captain Maugiron, who 
later was killed before Ravenna ; " Captain Maugiron, corne with me ; we arc from the 
same province, and hâve k)ng known one another. Follow me, and if the arm is wcak it 
shall be tried this day. As to the legs, they are active and lithe to climb." At Bayard 's 
words ail the young gentlemen took courage, and said together, " Let us follow Bayard ! 
We hâve nothing to fear in following him ! " And thus ail the yt^ung gentlemen followcd 
first after Bayard, with the irregulars and Gascons after them, ail proudly. Ail wondcrcd 
much at Bayard, who, notwithstanding his fever, ascended the mountain with much activity, 
reaching first the summit with half lance in hand. And as soon as they had ail reached 
the summit of the mountain before thc bastion, Bayard cried, " France ! France ! " 
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Shortly after this, the King of P'rance and the King of Aragon, who 
was retuming from Naples into Spain, met at Savona Germaine de 
Foix ' the same was possessed of much audacity. Shc paid but Utile 
hced to ail the Frcnch, even to her brothcr, the goodiy Duke of 
Nemours, of whom thîs hîstory will latcr make mention, 

The King of France feastcd right wcii the great Captain, Gonsalve 
Fernand, whilst the King of Aragon paid much honour to the Captain 
Louis d'Ars, and to the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, 
saying to the King of France thèse words: "My lord and brother, 
happy is that prince who has belonging to him two such knights ! " 

The two princes, after spending several days in conipany, took leave 
of fine anothcr ; the one going into Spain, and the other retiirning to 
hi-i duchy of Mîhin. 




% 








CHAPTER XVII. 



Of how ihe Eniperor Maximilian mnàc viax against ihc Vcnclians, and of thc King of 
France scnding Lord Jean-Jacques with a large force lo his assistance. 



I FTKR the retaking of Gcnoa and thc meeting of thc 
two kîngs at Savona, that of France rcturncd througli 
the city of Milan, wliere Lord Jcan-Jacqucs gave one 
of the most gorgeous banquets, not givcn by royalty, on 
record. For when ail the guests were bidden, thcy num- 
bered five hundred places, wîthout the dames, who 
were one hundred to one hundred and twcnty ; and 
they were right well served with méats, sniall di.shes of 
daintics, masquerades, comédies, and ail other sorts of pa.stiines. 

After which thc King returned to his kingdom of France, wherc the 
following year he was apprised by the Vcnetian.s, who were his allies, 
of how the Emperor Maximilian was marching into their country, and 
anxious to commence war; for this cause, by their ambassador, who was 
near by hlm. Sir Antonio Gondelmare. hc was supplicated to a.'^sist 
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thcm, the which hc dîd willingly, commanding Lord Jean-Jacques to 
procced to thcir aid with six hundrcd men-at-arnis and six thousand 
mcn on foot. The which he obeyed, and, joiiiing the forces of thc said 
Vcnetian.'i at a place callcd Pedro, whcrc the Emperor's army had alrcady 
arrivcd, would hâve madc farther march. had not it been for the 




arrivai nf thc said Ijord Jean-Jacques, who sto]j]>ed him ; and from this 
tiiiie the Kniperor's army did not yrcat thinf;s. 

The Venetians, who are subtlc and cunning, bcing of a niind that it 
wcre wiser to corne to tcrms than continue the war, souj^ht for nicans 
to do so, and found thcm. I bclievc that they had to su|)ply somc money. 



ni! Archive; 
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whîch was the one thing in this world of whîch the Emperor Maximilian 
had need, being most destitute of it, He then wîthdrew his army. The 
Lord Jean-Jacques, who had not bcen consultcd in this mattcr, was some- 
what displeased, tellîng the proveditor of the Scigniorie that hewould 
inform his master thereof, who, in his opinion, would find the matters 
strange enough to cause him displeasure. 

But the matters lay suspended for a while. for at this time the King 
of France, Louis XIL, was about to make his triumphant cntry into 
Rouen în company with his wife, who was lîkewise most triumphant. 
For if the knights of that place had donc their duty, the people of 
the town had done as much. Thcy hcld jousts and tournaments there, 
which continucd for the space of eight days. 

Mcanwhilc a treaty was madc tip betxveen the Pope, the Emperor, and 




Mcdallion of J.-J. Trivulce. 
Froni an Engtavïng of the Sixlecnlh Cenlui^'. 

the Kings of France and Spain, whcn, to put an end to it,' was by thcm 
or their ambassadors concluded and agreed upon that tlicy should ail 
meet on an appointed day in the cîty of Cambray. The King of France 
was representcd there by the Cardinal of Aniboisc, legate of the said 
kingdom ; his nephew the Grand Master nf France, Lord de Chaumont, 
and Chief-at-arms of the house of Amboisc ; and several others. And 
many of the other princes and ambassadors were investcd with 
much power. At what conclusion they arrived at is not so certain, but 
it was their endeavour to overthrow the Scigniorie of Vcnicc, which. with 
much pomp and little fcar of God, lived in much luxury and opulence, 
having but little regard to other princes of Christendom ; which, as it 
seemcd, brought down displeasure from above, for beforc the ambassadors 
quitted the said towu of Cambray, thcy joined an alliance, friends of 
friends and enemîes of cnemies, for their masters. 



HiSTORY OF BaYARD. I53 



'r 



And it was thcrc arrangcd that thc Kîng of France in person should, 
Eastcr over, spend the following year in Italy, cnterîng the country of 
the Venetîans forty days bcfore any other of the allies should be in the 
field. I do not knovv to what end such terms wcre imposed, unless 
thcy vvere much on the alcrt, and perhaps othenvise it might hâve been 
worse for thc King of France, for instead of going to see the Vcnetians, 
they might hâve corne to him. For there existed not much cordiality 
between the houses of France and Austria ; as likewise the Pope and 
the King of France did but ill agrée. In short, it seems to me, the 
truth to tell, that the Frcnch desired to play the game vvhîch children 
play at school, ** S'il est bon, je le prend, et s'il est mauvais, je le laisse." 

Neverthelcss, ail wcnt well, and the good King Louis completed his 
undcrtaking. to his great honour and to the profit of his allies, as you 
will hear. 




CHAPTER XVIII. 



Ofhow Louis XH., King of France, marched his amiy ir 

and of the vietory hc won. 



' T the end of the year one tlioiisand five hundred and 
eight. towards the month of March,' the King of France 
marched his forces into his duchy of Milan, aiid 
likcwise his French irrcgulars,' who were fourteen to 
fifteen thousand in numbcr. ïhc sanie were led and 
commandcd by bold and honoiirable captains, such as 
the Lords du Molard, de Richemont, La Crotte, the 
Count de Roiissillon, the Lord de Vcndene.sse. the 

Captain Odet, Duras the younger, and scveral othcrs, the endeavour 

of each of whoni was to hâve the best company. 

' March, 1509, according to the Grcgoriaii calcndar, 

' Thèse adventurers formed the nucleus of our soulhcrn infantry ; laier thcy were called 
les bandes of Piedmonl, Thcy only became regulars undcr Francis I. ; buforc. ihcir 
appearancc justîfied their namc. Brantc'mie thus wrilcs of theiii : " Habiiliîs à la pend.ardc, 
portant des chemises à longues manches commes Bohèmes et Mores, i|ui leur diir.iiein 
vËlucs plus de deux ou troij mois sans changer ; montrant leurs poitrines velues toutes 
ddcouvertcs, les chausses bigarriîes, déchiquetées, et balafrées. D'autres plus propres 
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The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche vvas at this time 
summoned to interview the King, who said unto him, "Bayard, thou 
knowest that I am about to cross the Alps, for reason of the Venetians, 
who most unjustly hold the Provinces of Cremona, la Ghiara d'Adda, 
and others ; I désire that in this undertaking (although I hâve already 
given you the company of Captain Chatelart, lately deceased, to my 
great regret) you raise for me sonie men on foot. Your lieutenant 
Pierrepont, who is a goodly knight, will escort your men-at-arms." 
" Sire," replied the good Chevalier, " I willingly do your pleasure ; but 
what numbers of thèse men on foot do you wish me to escort?" "One 
thousand," said the King ; " no man lias evcr more." 

"Sire," said the good Chevalier, "the number is large, considering 
mine expérience. Therefore I beg that I may hâve but five hundred ; 
and I give you my faith, sire, that I will with care choose such as may 
do you good service. It seems to me that for one man alone this is a 
great charge, should he do his duty well." 

"Well," said the King, **go, then, with despatch to Dauphiny. and be 
in my duchy of Milan by the end of March, without fail." 

Of ail the captains, there were none who chose his men so well as he ; 
and by the end of March or beginning of April he had them ail lodged 
in garrison in the duchy of Milan. 



avaient du taffetas en si grande quantité, qu'ils le doublaient et appelaient chausses bouf- 
fantes. Mais il fallait que la plupart montrassent la jambe nue, une ou deux, et portaient 
leurs bas dt^chaussés pendants à la ceinture. C'étaient la plupart gens de sacs et de 
corde, méchants garnements qui cachaient les oreilles par longs cheveux hérissés et barbes 
horribles, autant pour qu'on ne les vît point essorillés que pour se montrer effroyables à 
leurs ennemis." They were divided into companies, and to command them, instead of 
doubtful condottieri^wKixc placed Freuch gentlemen of unattached companies. Louis XII. 
raised the moral tone of thcse infantry, and got from them the best of services, as 
is secn in our text, which is exemplifîed in the manner in which they assaulted the 
bastion of Geneva. From that date ail poor gentlemen were pressed to join them, and 
forty years later the ruffians describcd by Brantôme had become more than civilised. 
" On ne voyait rien de si brave ni de si bien en point," writes Carloix, who was secretary 
to the Maréchal de Vieilleville. " Quant à leurs arme?, elles étaient la plupart dorées et 
gravées. Pour les accoutrements, ce n'était que tout soie d'ordinaire. J'ai ouï dire que 
pour venir en Guyenne on vit pour un coup au capitaine La Chasse, gentilhomme provençal, 
cinquante soldats qui tous avaient le bonnet rouge de velours, ferré, doré, avec la chaîne 
au col faisant deux tours, avec le fourreau et l'escarpe (soulier) de velours. J'ai ouï dire 
que, pour le premier jour de mai, un caporal de la (compagnie) colonelle de M. de 
Honnivet, nommé Albret, comparut le matin \ la messe habillé tout de satin vert, et ses 
bandes de chausses tcutes rattachées de doubles ducats . . . jusques à ses souliers." The 
order royal for raising thèse troops of infantr>' is daled January 12, 1508, the original 
of which is to be found in the National Library, (vol. Ixxxv. in the Dupuy Collection, page 
26), and hère we give a facsimile of something slill more precious, which is the contract 
and acceptation of Hayard, with his autograph signature. 
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The Venetians, who were already challenged by the herald, Montjoie, 
considered hovv best to défend themselves, aware of the strength of the 
Kîng of France, which was by no means great, for of ail kinds he 
had but thirty thousand men (of whoni, amongst his twenty thousand 
foot, six thousand were Swiss and two thousand men-at-arms), making 
in ail but a small army, whilst they numbered more than two thousand 
men-at-arms, and upwards of thirty thousand men on foot. 

Their leader was the Count Petigliano, and their Captain-general of 
men on foot the Lord Bartolomeo d'Alviano, who, besides his other 
troops, had a goodly band of bresignels, wearing his uniform of whitc 
and red, living in good fellowship, brought up in the service of arms. 

I will not discourse at length of their movements, going and coming, 
but at length the King of France crossed the Alps and reached his 
town of Milan, where he learnt that the Venetians had recaptured Trevi, 
a small town on the banks of the Adda, which a short time before his 
Grand Master, Lord de Chaumont, had taken from them, with the 
Captains Molart, La Crotte, Richemont, and the good Chevalier, who, 
with their men, had marched on in front. In the which town of Trevi, 
the Venetians, because that the inhabitants had turned French, put 
fire to it, taking ail the horsemen prisoners, the chief of whom was 
Captain Fontrailles. Captain de La Porte, Lord Estanson, and two 
other captains of the men on foot, the Knight Blanc,^ and Captain 
Imbault^ likewise were taken prisoners. 

When this news was made known to the said lord, he marched 
straight on Cassano, whcre he forthwith formed two biidges of boats 
across the river Adda, one for horsemen, the other for thosc on foot, 
whilst he himself, armed cap-à-pie, prescrvcd ordcr. The troops over, 
next day they took a small town called Rivolta, sacking the same, and 
two days later a village named Agnadcllo ; and at anothcr, called 
Pandino, the two armies of the French and Venetians came in contact. 

And although their commanders, the Count Petigliano and Lord Bar- 
tolomeo d'Alviano, had expressly injunctioned their nobles not to give 
battle to the King (but only to guard the town and castlc, and weary 
the French by vexation and loss of time), the same Alviano, more bold 
than well-advised, desired to risk ail, thinking to himself, bcing too self- 
confident, that he could hâve no greater honour, for loss or gain, than to 

* They called the " Chevalier lîlanc " Antoine of Arces, a Dauphincsc lord, who was 
always dressed in white, and rode on a white horse. 

'* M. Roman bas rccogniscd, in this Captain Imbault, Humbert of Rivoire, a lord of 
Romania, also a Dauphincse. 







Nous c^ippitiiinus cy dcsiiuiibz nnnimci, confessons avoir vcu et attendu l'ordonnance 
(|ii'il il pieu :iii Kny faire sur le fait de ses gens de pi^. Laquelle chacun en noire endroit 
nous promcctons entretenir selon la dite ordonnance et le voullolr et intention du dit 
seigneur, lin Icsinoinj,' de ce, nous avons signé ces présentes de noi mains. Le xv" 
jour de janvier l'an mil eintj cens et huicl. Galet d'Aydie, Reniond de Uuîllon, l'h, de 
Kvchenuinl, <>livii:r de Sillv, llavart, l'ri.i^'e. ( BiblLulliè<|Ue Nationale, lomc LXXXV, 
dJl.i Oilkciù.n l)ii|uiy. ].. j6.) 
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h.ive foLght thc King of France, eager to try his fortune, came straight 
on to combat, when a heavy assault and mortal encounter ensued, 
whtre, to tdl the truth, from the very commencement was seen the 
inefficiency of the men of thc Seigniorie. In the mîdst of the combat, 
I-ord Bartolomea perceived the rear-guard of thc French approaching 
{amongst them the good Chevalier), who, marching with wonderfui 
rapidity over thc niost rugged groiind, were approaching hini on the 
flank. lie was niiich alarnicd, ;is also were his troops, who, notwith- 
standin;^ tlie great efforts madc by theni, were routed and defeated. the 
rcds and whites bcing victors of tlic fiuld, whiist the said Alviano, aftcr 
receiving severa! wounds, was takcn prisoner by the brave little Lord 
de Vendeiiesse. who was brought to Lord de La Palisse. 

The Count l'etiglîano, thiis seeing his men on foot defeated, un^illing 
to tempt fortune furthcr, retired a short distance. He was pursued, but 
not far, as his infantry were amusing the French, who, after having donc 
their duty, retired each to his standard with but little loss, leaving 
fourtecn or fifteen thou.-tand of their enemies dead on the ficld. 

Lord IJartolomeo was carried prisjner to thc King's camp, who, 
after dinner, caused a false alarni to be raised, to learn if his men were 
active if such were to hap]>en. They înquired of Lord Bartolomco as to 
what it might be ; he în his native tongue replied, "You must know if 
you wish to fight one against another, for of our jK'opIe I can assure 
you you wi!l .sec notliing for fifteen days." And thus dcrisively hc 
spoke. knowing his nation well. 

The which battle was f<iught on the foiirteenth day of May, one 
thousand five hundred and nîne. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Of how Louis XII., Kiiig of France 
Vt'notinns, ; 



\ HEKing of France sojourncd for « day or two on thc 
battk-ficld, during whicli tinic tho castlc of Caravag^'io 
oiïtrcd sonic rcsîstaiicc, but in two honrs ivas carritii, 
and in ît somg îrrcgulars wcrc takcn, tlic samc bciny 
carritid by force to the battlenients, wlicrc tlicy ucrc 
hang(;d by the necks.' 

This dauntcd those who wcre in otlicr towns, 
the rcsult being that nuithcr town nor fortrcsscs 
aftcr offcrcd any résistance, cxcepting the castlc of Pischiera. Great 
disasters came to those who wcre thcrc, in tiiat thoy ail werc killcd. 
and those who tricd to escape werc takeii prisoners. Aniongst tlicni was 
a proveditor of that district, and his son, who wcre willing to pay for 




' Carryim; ont the 
dcftndcrs of a phicc. 



custuin of liaDgiiig from tl)o batllciiiciil:! iIk' bM\ 
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their dcliverance a goodly ransom. But that served thcm not, for cach 
to a trcc was liangcd, vvhich to my thinking vvas grcat cruclty. A very 
valiant gentleman, by name Le Lorrain, had received their oath, and 
spoke angry words unto the Grand M aster, the King's Lieutenant, 
concerning them, but it was of no avail. 

The King of France remained at this said place of Peschiera, after 
having retaken ail the towns and stations disputed by him, as Cremona. 
Crema, Breschia, Bergameo and a hundred other small towns, ail of 
which he took in five or six days, except the castle of Cremona, which 
held out for several days, but at last surrendered. And even more the 
said Prince accomplished, for, by means of the battle he had won, 
the following places were given up to Pope Julius : Ravenna, Forli, 
Imola, Faenza. besides other places that the said Venetians held 
in Romania ; and to the King of Spain, Brindisi and Otranto. He 
was presented with the keys of the town of Verona, Vicenza, and 
Padua ; but gave them to the Fmperor. who disputed the right of thèse 
cities. Finally, not keeping any, to his disadvantage, as you will 
hereafter read. 

In the meanwhile, the remainder of the Venetian army, sorely 
amazed, retreated towards Treviso and Le Fruili, believing that they 
would be followed ; but this was not done, much to the Kmperor's dis- 
advantage, who in the small town of Peschiera was daily awaiting the 
King of France. The same had promised that he should there be found 
in a vessel, in company with those whom he thought fit, and on the 
lake which surrounds part of the said town of Peschiera. hold converse 
together more fully of their affairs. And for this cause the Legate 
Amboise was sent to him, but, reaching Rovera di Vélo, procecded no 
further. Who, on his return, took the Bishop of Gurck, the said 
Emperor's ambassador, before the l'rench King (who was full of excuses 
for his master) ; the King after this returned by short stages to Milan, 
in the beginning of July. 

Meanwhile, the town of Padua — to guard which the Emperor had only 
sent eight hundred lansquenets, and it being six miles in circumference 
— was retaken by the army of the Seigniorie of Venice, înto the 
which they entered by a strategy. whereof I must tell you. Sir André 
Gritti, with another Captain, by name Messer Lucio Malvczza, and 
their men. 

The Venetians had received intelligence from witiîin the town. and 
one thing we must note is that no nobility on this earth were more 
beloved by their subjects than they had always been, on account of 

M 
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the perftct jurti'^^c •?-*<.*. had ahvays becn maintained^ Xow, hearken. 
In the comn:trrjC-t:7j:'rr:t o July (which in Italy is ihc tirae for gathering 
in the grain a se-.^TjC ilrr.'s) the said Captain André Gritti and Messer 
Lucio 3Ialvezza carne and lay in ambush an arrow's throw from the 
said town (round a!xyjt ^hich were planted so many trees, that one couid 
in no direction see far; om: Tuesday morning. with four hundred men-at- 
arms and tuo thousand men on foot. For. into this town of Padua 
cach day vvas carried much grain, entering in great cartloads, which 
in passing through the gâtes did so with much difficulty. 

On the day of their ambush, at break of day. thèse large carts com- 
nicnced to enter the said town. When four had passed, after the fifth 
came six Venetian men-at-arms ; and behind each of their horses was 
a man on foot, armed with an arquebuse already^ loaded. WTiilst 
amo»i^:>t ihcm w.is a trumpeter to sound his trumpet as soon as they 
UhaI rcached the gâtes, at the sound of which the force in ambush was 
U/ o/in*-' uj). 

'llir. (cw lanHf|uenets within the city kept good watch thereof, haxîng 
*Hily iwo gat<*s opcn, vvhere at each were thirty men on guard. There 
was Uï the said town a gentleman, by name Messer Geraldo Magurin, 
who had been warned by the Seigniorie of this contemplated under- 
taking, and iiad resolved that, when he saw the affair commence, to be 
al amis with ail thosc on his side. 

'J hi^ fiftli wa^gon was passing, and had just entered. The six men- 
at-alfll^ï vvhi< Il followed it cricd out, "Marco! Marco!" Their archers 
lhr< vv th»in><:lvis upon the ground, discharging their crossbows ; the 
ti^uli v\aî> tlial t-ach one killcd his man, aiming as at a target. 

'lUi- uiif/rtiinate lans(|uenets saw this with amazcment ; neverthe- 
less, tli«-y put thmisrlves in altitude of defcnce and sounded the alarm. 
'J liir^ avaiU.cl thcm liltir ; for the instant the trumpet had sounded, the 
iinnu'iisr niass rushcd forward, making a wondrous noise, and crying, 
"Marco! Marco! llalia! Italia!" 

On ihe olhcr liand, this gentleman, the Messer Geraldo Magurin, had 
made ihw |)reparations within the town, for from out the houses rushed 
more ihan two thousand men-at-arms, armed with scimitars and javelins, 
in a way that lanscjuenets alone could do, and falling in, they marched 
unto the market-place, where they placed themselves in battle order. At 
once they were assailed on ail sides, but never did men défend them- 
selves more bravely, and it was two hours before they were defeated. 

' This praise accorded to the Venetian ministry mcrits remark. 
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At last such a force came down upon them that, unablc to bear up 
longer, they were dispersed, defcated, and eut to pièces, without niercy. 
the same being a grievous vvrong. But they sold their lives well, and 
it is given unto men to die but once. They were in ail in number 
more than fifteen hundred men, as many of whom were townsfolk as 
soldiers. 

Nevertheless the city of Padua was taken, into the which soon after 
marched the Count de Petigliano, who with much despatch had it 
repaired and fortified, justly considering that it might be of good service 
to the . Seigniorie. 

Thèse tidings reaching the ears of the Emperor, he felt despair, and 
vowed to God that he would be avenged and go in person. the which 
he did. He wrote a letter to the King of France, who was still within 
Mihm. saying that if, of his good pleasure, he would assist him with 
five hundred men-at-arms for the space of three months, he would 
bring the Venetians to reason. The same was granted him, and of the 
event that foUowed y ou shall rcad. 




Arins of Andréa Gritli. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



peur et sans reproche. 




ent Lord de La Palisse to ihc aiil of ihe Empcror, wiili 
ind many captains, aniongst whoni was tlie good Chevalier 



' HEN the King of France heard that l'adua had rc- 

volted, he was very wrathful, thc more so it bcing 

the fault of the Empcror, who, to guard sudi a town, 

had only sent eight hundrcd lansquenets. Ncvcr- 

theless, at the rcquest of the said Kiiipcror, he 

jy^^JX*!^^y commanded Lord de La PaHs.se to take five hun- 

^M*^ drcd of the choicest men-at-arms thcn in Italy, 

and to procccd to thc Empcror's assistance, who 

wa.s thcn marching on Padua. 

The said lord, who desircd but such errands — for what was his whole 
life but warfarc .' — quickly conimenccd préparations. And meeting tlie 
good Clievalier one day as he was leavhig the castle. .said to him : 
"My comrade and friend, will you join company with me?" 

To whom he told the whole taie, liayard, who wislied for notliinj^î 
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bettcr even than to be in his company, graciously replied that hc was 
at his service to do with him whatsoever he chose. 

In this same undertaking were the Baron de Béarn, who led part of 
thc Duke of Nemours' division ; the Baron de Conti, who had onc 
hundred men-at-arms ; Lord Théodore de Trivulce ; Lord Jules de 
Saint-Severin ; Lord Imbercourt ; Captain le Clayette ; Lord de La 
Crotte, who was lieutenant of the Marquis of Montferrat, and the good 
Chevalier. Together with the which five hundred men-at-arnis were 
a company of two hundred gentlemen, amongst them the eldest son 
of Lord de Bussy, cousin-german of the Grand Master Lord de 
Chaumont, who prcsented him with twenty of his men-at-arms, and two 
venturesome gentlemen, one called Lord de Bonnet, Breton, a renowned 
knight, and another, the Lord de Mipont, of the duchy of Burgundy, 
the which the good Chevalier looked upon as brothers, and much 
honoured for their great prowess. Lord de La Palisse, being in readiness, 
commenced his march, and with his comrades went straight towards 
Peschiera. Meanwhile the King of France marched back to his kingdom 
of France, leaving his duchy and ail that he had conquered in peace. 

You must learn that as soon as the Venetians had retaken Padua, 
they proceeded as far as Vicenza, whose inhabitants forthwith joined 
them : it was not a town to resist such a force. They then were 
desirous of reaching Verona, but thc good Lord de La Palisse, who had 
been informcd of their designs, startcd before daybreak with his detach- 
ment to a spot by name Villafranca, and, presenting himself before the 
town. caused them fear. And for this cause the said Venetians rctumed 
to Vicenza. But had they reached Verona, Lord de La Palisse could 
hâve donc but little, for in that it is a strong town, and through it 
flows a rapid river, so much .so that. without any force but that of 
gendarmerie, necd not perforée hâve surrendered. But the same took 
L(^rd de La Palisse by his despatch, also that of the Chevalier, who 
always led the runners. He commanded then but thirty men-at- 
arms. but twenty-five of those were capable of being captains of one 
hundred men. 

Ail this force of gendarmerie entered into Verona. where the Bishop 
4)f Trente, who uas there for the Kmperor, received with joy, for 
he was mightily afraid. They remained there only two days, feastîng 
the inhabitants thereof. and then hastened towards Vicenza, where 
instantl}' those of the Seigniorie who were thercin, left and took refuge 
some in Padua. the rest at Treviso. 

Lord de La Palisse and his company remained within Vicenza five or 
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six days awaittng news of tlie Eniperor, whoni they heard was already 
in the field. Finding that he did not approach, they quitted Vicenza 
and repaired to a large village, by name Castelfranco, where they 
sojourned fifteen days. It was distant tcn miles from Padua. 

Meanwhile there arrivcd in the French camp Lord Du Ru, with somc 
Burgundian men-at-arms and about six thousand lansquenets. Thèse 
were led by a German noble, a goodly prince both brave and entcr- 
prising, showing it in his lifc : by name called the Prince Anhalt. 

In the commencement o( August, the King arrived at the foot of the 
mountain, hard by a chapel called Bassano, and ail his retinue with 
him, the which, albeit the mountain was not great, were eight whole 
days ère they reached the plains. The Eniperor saw Lord de La Palisse 
and his captains, with which he made good chcer. This firat sight of 
them took place at the little town of Este, from which the Dukes of 
Ferrara take their surnamc. 

Together they formcd as fine an army as had bccn scen for a 



century. 




Medollion a( Thiiodure Tiivulce, 
From n Woodcul of Ihe Sintetnlh Cen 




Miximilian in th« midst of his Artîllery. Afitr AThert Diirer, 



CHAFTER XXI. 




and aix 
carriafîC! 

crânes.' 
{jround, 
iindcr H 



HK lùiipt-riir, who was so lonjj cxpcctcci, annoying thus 
thc Frtncli, arrivcd, as you must Icarn, witli atl thc 
pomp of Kmperor ; and if his iiiighty forces liad done 
thcir dut y, miglit liavc with thcm conquorod tho 
wholc world. For vvhich it is ncodful to dcscribg in 
sornc manntrr liis forces, whîch wcri; as follows. Hc 
had onc liundrcd and fîvc pièces of artillcry on 
trucks, thc smallest of wliich was tcrmcd a falcon, 
large bo m b-ke telles, wliich could not be fired froni off thc gun- 
î, but were drawn on powerful waggons and accompanied by 
and when they wishcd to fire thein they werc j)laccd on the 
and with the crâne was raiscd slightly thc mouth of thc pîcce, 
hich was placed a large pièce of wood, and bohînd thein placcd 



' As ihcsL' biimbs wltv too large to bc niovcd on a gun-carriagc, they placcii ihcin on 
watîuons with the help of a muchiiic madc to fucilitatc the undertaking. Kor i.ikitig 
dunn iin<l putiin); up thèse mouihs of fîrc, incy uscd crânes shnilar to thoM; now secn. 
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a stronç; buttrcss* to prcvcnt rccoîl. Thcse pièces fired ofif bullets of 
stonc, of weight hardly to be lifted,^ and could only be fired at niost 
four times cach day. 

His own Company vvas solely composed of dukes, counts, marquises, 
and other German princes and lords, numbering in ail one hundred and 
twenty, with about twelve thousand horse, and five or six hundred Bur- 
{T^undian îind Hainaulter men-at-arms. Of men on foot and lansquenets, 
thcy were countless, and in ail vvere estimated at more than fifty thousand. 

The Cardinal de Ferrara came in place of the Duke, his brother, to 
the Kmperor\s assistance, bringing with him twelve pièces of artillery, 
five hundred horses, and three thousand foot-men ; and the Cardinal of 
Mantua also brought a like number or thereabouts. In short, with the 
Frcnch men-at-arms, they counted to hâve in camp one hundred 
thousand combatants. 

A great defect was as regarded the artillery, for they had but waggons 
for half the eannons, and, when marching, were obliged to leave part of 
their forces to protect the ones left till such time as the first half were 
placed on the field there to remain. When the waggons retumed to fetch 
the others» this caused much vexatious delay. The said Emperor 
an>so bctimes, and straightway marched his men, never willingly halting 
until two or three hours after ntx^n. This was not, considering the 
soason, refrosliing for n\on-at-arms under ihcir hclmets. 

Hc hrsl oncampcd hard by the palace of ihc Quccn of Cyprus, 
aUnit toi\ miles distant from Tadua,^ where thcy were found by Lord 
lie Milhau, a young Frcnch gentleman, bold and enterprising as a 
captain, and son of an honourable ai\d wise knight, Li^rd Alègre, with 
wcllniirh a thousand or twelve hundred bVench irrci^ulars, ail chosen 
men and skinnishcrs. 

And in the same camp it was agreed to lay siège unto Padua, a 
couiKÎl Ixing callcd, at w hich the opinioi\s were di\ ors. For one of the 
l*!m|Kror*s Licuicnant-Gcnerals was a Greok by birth, by namc the Lord 
Constaniino,* who wishod to carry out his own opinions, and aftenvards 

* IVhinil :hc>c ancicnt i:iins thcy ni,uJc a womKTÛilly s-^iivl Iv.ut lo provcni iho rccoil. 
Fïv^ravini;^ în the pH:m ol • N.iiucido.* printOvl in 1>|S. shvnv ihcso mvni:h> of nro a> thcy 
x\cro •,>îaci.\i ù>r nnnj: ; iK-hini» iho:M .irc pî.XsXxl picvcs ot* nvk. 

* i^uïn»: lo îho in\jMOvcî«cni> in niiXÎcm ariiUciy. wc no Ioniser h.ivc t';c>c cxtrcmc 
wcîi;h;>s uî:h niAchmcrx* iv> ùoiîi;,\lc ihc:r ;n*mnc:. Ai N.irN>nnc arc siil". tv^ Iv <ocn oW 
b\ïUc;s oî' 5:v>r.t\ racasurinj; ,i nuire in iîi,in;c:cr. 

* M, Konian >:a:c5 :h.\; A><>\\ ncar ruvisvV w.is ihc s}v>i v>n x\h;oh îho p-/..\.-c >tvxxi of 
Othch.'Jv v.\^:r.Ar,\ :hc î,»>: l'^iKvn of CNpra>, Sac ocvUnî aîî ÎKr :î;,hi> tv^ :hc Wncii^ins. 

* Hc u.\5 A l\"»îiVÎ.^«v\ .15 u,\:^ ihc M,\rq;r«> of MonilOTT.u. 
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behaved but ÎU to his master, as you will leam. Slightly suspected of 
treason, hc wislied to call out Lord de La Palisse, but found he would 
not corne to words with him. Wc shall leave him hère ti!l we must 
necds spcak of him again. It was finally arranged at tliis council to 
{jo and lay sicge to the said Padua, and that, to approach it, thc 
Frcnch mcn-at-arnis were to Icad with the Prince of Anhalt and 
his lansquenets, who wcro thc most distînguishcd régiment in ail 
Germany ; but firstly it was very neccssary to take a small town, called 
Monsolice, the which had a vcry strong fortress, and was distant six or 
scven miles from Padua, becausc thc garrison of the Seigniorie that 




of ihL' Duke or K 



wcrc thercîn had power mightily to annoy thc camp and eut ofl" the 
supplies coming to it. 

The ncxt morning the force departed and encampcd about half a 
mile from this little town, which offcrcd no résistance, for how could it? 
But the fortress could havc hcld out for long, had thc knaves in it bccn 
worth anything, but their hearts failed them at once. Thc approach 
coiupleted. aftur the artîllery had made with difficulty a small breach, 
the atarm was sounded for the assault. 

They had in doJng so to go up a stecp ascent ; but the French 
irregulars under Captain Milhau did it without ado, sccming as if they 
had not oatcn for eight days, so active were thcy. 
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Those within made but a faint résistance, which did not last, for in 
less than a quarter of an hour it was carried, and they were ail eut to 
pièces. Thèse irregulars gained a goodly booty, amongst other valuables 
one hundred and fifty or sixty fine horses. The town and fortress werc 
handed over to the Duke of Ferrara, who claimed them ; but he at the 
same time lent them thirty thousand ducats. 

Two days after the taking of Monselice the army evacuatcd it, 
marching straight upon Padua, to which they laid siège. 







Bayard clearing awaj' the tlarrirrf. 



CHATTHR XXII. 



or how thc Empcror Mjixintili.in conitntiiccd the sit.i;c of l'adua, and the g:i]lant 
appriiach madu by the Fronch );enlienM;n, and of Ihc cxircmu bravery shown by the 

(;ood Chc\'alicr sans ptur et sans reproche 



PON the taktng of the town and castle of Monsclïcc, 
the same havinjt bcen delivered into the hands of 
Cardinal Ferrara, who was there represcntîng his ; 
they garrîsoned the sanie well. The Duke ol Ferrara 
brother was at the lime elsewherc, fightîng against 
tho Vcnetians, and this sa me y car gaincd a sty;nal 
victory over them on the banks of the Po, which was 
not IcKs dîsastruus to them than the battic in which 
tlicy werc dcfoatcd by the King of F'rancc. For, whilst the Venctians 
wcm stiH deliberating. he laid waste a district on the Ferraraïs. called 
Polesitie do Kovigo, placcd on the Po fourtecn or fifteen gallcys, with 
thruc or four thonsand mon thcrcin, and, Icaving Chiozza, came to 
l''rancii]i[ii. Hiit the Uiike of Ferrara had raîsed there two bastions one 
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to the right of the way to Lezzola, the other at Papozza, one in front 
of the other, which were manned by three or four thousand trusty 
men, and had also four galleys on the Po, vvell manned and cquipped. 
He knew that hîs enemies were lying in ambush, and he vvent out 
to meet them, defeating thcm utterly, none escaping. Then with his 
galleys and other large boats he went forward to fight their galleys, 
which were already abandoned, of which he sunk two, and took six, 
with ail their équipaient of artillery thereon, of which therc were 
thirty good cast-iron pièces, besides haquebuts. It was a signal victory 
with but little loss, except that of Count Ludovic de la Mirandolc, 
who was. killed thereat by a bomb of artillery. The Venetians sustained 
most heavy losses. 

Now we must return to the Emperor's camp. The army quitted 
Monselice, and marched straightway to within a mile of Padua ; the 
same is a strong city and difficult of approach. Within it were Count 
Petigliano with a thousand men-at-arms, twelve thousand foot-men, and 
two hundred pièces of artillery, and throughout the siège they never 
could in any way change the course of the canal or stop it, the which 
went straight to Venice, and which passed through the city, which was 
distant from Venice but sixteen mi!es. When the army had thus 
approached the town, the Emperor called unto him ail his captains, 
even the French, whom he treated with much déférence, to consult as 
at what gâte the siège should be carried. Each gave his advice, but 
in the end it was determined that the chief camp, in the which should 
be the Emperor, was to be stationed at the gâte leading to Vicenza, 
and that he should hâve the French with him. At another gâte 
higher up was to be Cardinal de Ferrara, the Burgundians and 
Hainaulters, with ten thousand lansquenets ; and at one lower down 
the Cardinal of Mantua, the Lord Jean de Mantua his brother, and 
the Prince of Anhalt's division ; in case of need, either of thèse 
could succour the chief camp. This being determined on, they had 
but to march. 

The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche was ordered to the 
front, he had in his company the young Lord de Bussy, and the 
Captains La Clayette and La Crotte. Now, in order to reach this gâte 
of Vicenza, they had to march along a long straight road, across which 
were fjur strong barricades, two hundred paces apart, at each of which 
he had to fight. On either side of the road, as those know who hâve 
been in Italy. there were deep ditches, which necessitated the barri- 
cades being taken from the front. On the walls of the city thcrc was 
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a force of artillery who pourcd on the road, from behind their people, on 
the advancing French a constant fire that secmed like bail. 

Notvvithstanding this, the good Chevalier and his men commenced 
to skirmish, and gaily advanced to the first barrier, which they assaulted 
bravely, amidst a perfect hail of arquebuse. Nevertheless it was gained, 
and the enemy repulsed to the second. If at the first they fought 
well, they did better still at this one. at which the young Lord de Bussy 
was wounded in the ami by the blow of a haquebut, and had his horse 
killed under him. But, notwithstanding this, it was impossible for him 
to retire, and believe that no man did better than he that day. 
Captain Milhau reinforced them at this second barricade with a hundred 
or hundred and twenty of his irref,ulars,^ who were ail niost eager. 
You must understand that their advance was made about midday, for 
which cause daylight facilitated the combatants. 

The assault of this second barrier lasted half an hour ; it was at 
length carried, and so swiftly were those who defended it pursued, that 
they had not time to remain them at the third, but abandoned it without 
a struggle, and retreated to the fourth, at which there were one thousand 
or twelve hundred men, and three or four falconets, the which were 
fired straight down this long road ; but did little harm, only killing 
two horses. 

This barrier was but a stone's throw from the boulevard of the city, 
which inspired the men of the Seigniorie with renewed courage, and 
they fought well, the assault lasting one hour, a hand-to-hand encounter 
with pikes and haquebuts. The good Chevalier, seeing that they held 
out for so long, said to his comrades : *' Sirs, thèse men herc amuse ùs 
over much. Dismount and force this barrier." 

Between thirty and fprty men-at-arms at once dismounted, who with 
raised visors went straight at this barrier, at point of the lance. The 
brave Prince Anhalt there joined the good Chevalier, also Lord de 
Millhau, and two others, one named Jean le Picard the elder, and 
Captain Maulevrier, also most eager. But the Venetians had continued 
reinforcements. 

Seeing which, the good Chevalier cried out : ** Sirs, we shall remain 
hère in this manner for six years. without doing anything, for they 
reinforce themselves each hour. Give them a fierce assault, and after- 
V. ards cach one of you follow me ! ** 

* The Word rustres is synonymous with the word pcasant now or plcbcian. They 
were einpioycd by the inen-at-arms, and had the pride and discipline of a truop uf 
iej;ul ir horseinen, who gave their services to truc >;entlemen. 
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The which they promîsed, he cryîng out, " So'und thc trumpet ! " And 
thcn, as a lion robbed of his whelps, dashed fonvard witli his mcn. 
making a marvellous onslaught, compelling his enemies to abandon the 
barrier at thc point of the pike. Then shoutîng, " Fonvard. comradcs! 
they are ours!" he vaulted ovcr the said barrier, foUowed by thirty 
or forty others, receiving a warm réception. Whcreupon the remaining 
French, seeing the danger of their companions, a!l followed them, cryîng, 
'■France! France! Empire! Empire!" made such a charge on their onc- 
mics that they were compcllcd to quit the ground. Turning tlieir backs, 
they abandoned ail, and retreated, completely beaten, into the town. 

Thus were the barriers gained before Padua, in full daylight. tlic 
which gave the French great giory, as much those on horse as on foot, 
likewise the good Chevalier, to wiiom ail praise was duc. Tlie approach 
concluded, the artîllery was ranged along the edgo of the moat, and 
remained there six weeks without quitting, untij the siège was rai^e<l, 
which was such as you shall hcreaftcr read of. 
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Of the sevcrc lighting ihat look place bcforc Padua, and of ihc brcach 
that WLis madc. 



IHK approachcs made before Padua, and the artillery 
a' parkcd, each rcpaircd to his own quartcrs in three 
camps, according to the order bcforc named. You 
niust understand that the numbers wcre so grcat, that 
tho said camp cxtended on ail sûlcs ovcr more than 
four miles of country. And it is a wondrous thing, 
that during the sîcgc, which was of about two months' 
duration, the foragcrs had ncvcr to go more than 
six miles from the camp to seize hay, corn, oats, méat, fowls, wînc, 
and othcr ncccssarics fur man as well as bcast And such abundance 
had they, that when they raîsed the siège they bumt onc hundrcd 
ducats' worth of food, of which they had made provision, bclîeving the 
siège would hâve lasted longer. This ts an incident; let us now conic 
to matter. 
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The day after the approaches, the cannons commenced to do their 
work. The battle, lasting eight hours, was the most terrible one that 
had taken place for one hundred years ; for in ît the three camps were 
engaged, and their artillery discharged more than twenty thousand 
cannon. If the Emperor and his men made much use of their artillery, 
those in the town did as much, if not more, so for each shot fired, two 
were retumed. In the end the said town was so battered that the 
three breaches made formed but one. 

At this time one of the Emperor*s gunners was taken, whom they 
found, înstead of aiming on the city, was firing on his own people, and 
said that Lord Constantine had bidden him do this ; and, what was still 
worse, did so according to instructions received also from Count de 
Petigliano. I know not if what he said were true, but the gunner was 
placed on a mortar-piece and blown to pièces into the city. Enough 
has been said to the discrédit of the said Constantine, but they could 
not prove this against him. He was called an infamous traitor by the 
Lord of La Palisse, who desired to fight him ; but he replied not to the 
challenge, and at this time the Emperor was blind to ail conceming him. 

The three breaches made formed one opening four or five hundred 
paces wide : a fair passage through which to lead the assault ; and as 
regards the moat it was by no means large. But Count Petigliano 
had within fortificd the city so effectually that, had there been five 
hundred thousand men without, it would hâve been impossible for them 
to enter, had those within determined otherwise; and I shall make 
known to you how this was. Behind the breach, by which they could 
enter the city, the same Count Petigliano had causcd to be dug a 
trendh or flat-bottomed ditch about twenty fect in depth and the same 
in width. And this same trench he had fillcd up with fagots and old 
wood well dustcd with gunpowder, while at intervais of a hundred 
paces he had raised ramparts of carth, on which artillery were placed, 
to fire along thèse trenches. 

After this had been passed, if that had been possible (it could not 
hâve been possible without the grâce of God), the entirc Venetian army 
were inside the same city ready to do battle on horseback and on foot. 
For in it was a fine esplanade, of size enough to hold twenty thousand 
foot-men and horsemen in order of battle. And behind this was a 
platform, on which were mounted twenty or thirty pièces of artillery, 
who could fire over their forces, without doing them injury, straight on 
to the breach. 

The French received tiniely warning of this terrible dani^cr from 
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some prisoners who in divers skîrmtshcs were taken, and, after theîr 
ransom had betti paid, rolcascd; to whom the Count had shoivn ail 
thcse things, thc wliich had aftcr reprcscnted thcm to Lord of La 
Palisse and the Frcnch captains. Repeatîng thèse words once agaîn 
on their departure : " I trust, my friends, that, by thc hclp of God, 
some day the King of France and the Seigneur may rctum to bonds 
of amity. And, were it not for the French who are wîth the Emperor, 




inn Mï.'.tfr-Gunner wiili hit Servant.' 



■ I believc that, ère twcnty-four hours are ovcr, I should havc quittcd 
this town, and ignominiously raîsed the sîcge thereof," 

t do not know how this would hâve bcen donc, with the number of 
mcn before him. Thèse sayings were duly rcpeated to thc captain- 
lords of the French army ; but thcy did not think otherwise, for reason 
that their master had givcn thcm in service to the Emperor to do his 
bidding. 

' Froni an unpublished manuscript in thc Strasburg Library, given in 1 530 to thc town 
of Nurcniburg. 
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You hâve already heard of how the breach was made into the city, 
which was only too large, wîde enough for a thousand men two deep 
to walk abreast, the which the Emperor would surely hâve had done. 
He commenced the assault, as you shall hereafter learn ; but firstly I 
will speak to you of a feat done by the good Chevalier and hîs 
companions. 




Breach in the Ckf. 
Prom », Vfood Engraving of Ihe Sixtecnlh Century. 




The Artlicr Mouail in ()bicrvalion frqm thc Pigeon'houM. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



V thc good Chcvnlitr s.ins peur « sans reproche, durinf; thc sicge of l'ndun, ma<k 
snilics wiih his companions which broughi him much honour. 

lURING thc sict^c (if P.idua there werc constant alarms 
in thc Emperor's camp, causcd by sallies niadc by thosc 
froni out thc city, as aiso thosc of thc garrison of Treviso, 
ïWf^^^ï:^ a stron(îly fortîficd town twcnty or twenty-fivc miles 
KvjIsÎST/" distant froin Tadua. In this lattcr, amon^rst othcr 
captains, was Mcsscr Lucio Malvezzî, as vcnturcsomc a 
warrior as any to bc found. Two or thrcc tinies each 
wcck hc surpHscd the Emperor's camp wîthout sound 
of trum[x:t, and. if hc saw his chance, did not sparc his cncmics; if, on 
thc contrar>', hc saw his chance was not good, wiscly rctircd, ncvcr 
losing a man. So lonfj cnn(inuin|^ thcse courses, that mcn spoke of him 
with wondcrmcnt. 

This course of action vcxcd sorely thc ^<xx\ Chevalier, and, without 
noisinfï it abroad, by nicans of spîcs whom hc paîd libcratty, and who 
would havc perished sooner than dcceive him, heard much of thc 
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comings and goings of the saîd Malvezzî, finally determîned to go out 
to meet him. 

Corning to those of hîs fellow men-at-arms who lodged wîth him, one 
of whom was Captain La Clayette, and the other Lord de La Crotte/ 
both brave and valiant knights, he said to them, "Sirs, this Captain 
Malvezzî causes us much vexation; not a day passes without his sur- 
prising us ; and tell they not many other things conceming him ? I am 
not envious of his great deeds, but am angerèd that he does not know 
us otherwise. I hâve had information conceming his movements. 
Wilt thou come out to meet him, and thou shalt see a goodly fray ? 
I trust that we may find him on the morrow's mom, for he has in no 
ways surprised us thèse two days." 

"We shall do as thou desirest," replied his comrades. 

"Then it is done," said the good Chevalier; "at two hours after mid- 
night, each accompanied by thirty men-at-arms, the bravest that you 
hâve; I shall take my company and the good comrades I hâve with 
me, such as Bonnet, Mipont, Cossey, Brezon, and others, who are ex- 
perienced as myself. And without trumpet-sound, or call of any kind, 
we shall mount our steeds, and trust to me we shall hâve faithful 
guides." 

As he had said, so it was done; and betwixt the hours of two and 
three in the morning, in the month of September, they mounted their 
horses, their guide in front, who was guarded by four archers. He had 
been promised good payment if he executed well his duty ; on the other 
hand, if he played them false, his life was to be the forfeit. Thus the 
good Chevalier had arranged, because ofttimes spies are double-faced, 
tuming the loss where it best pleases them. But this one did his 
duty trustily, taking them across the country till daybreak, when they 
reached a large palace fenced round by a high wall. 

Thereon the spy informed the good Chevalier, saying, " Sir, if this day 
the Captain Messer Lucio Malvezzi quits Treviso to visit your camp, 
he must of necessity pass by this. If it may please you to hide hère, 
where no one has lived, for cause of the war, you can sce him pass, 
though he will be unable to see you." 

This being found good by ail the captains, they cntercd forthwith, 
when, after having tarried for more than two hours, they heard the 
tramp of horses. 



* La Crotte is an ancient word signifying cavern ; latcr it was callcd i^rotte, as crotesquc 
was later changed into grotesque. 
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The good Chevalier had made an old archer of his troop, by name 
Mouart (as experienced in vvarfare as any man alive), ascend into a 
dovecot, to see ail who might pass by, and note their numbers. Seeing 
Messer Lucio Malvezzi whilst still a great way off, vvith troops, according 
to his judgment, numbering from one hundred men-at-arms, helmets on 
head, and vvell-nigh tvvo hundred Albanians led by a captain named 
Scanderbeg, ail vvell mounted, and, judging from their countenances, reso- 
lute men. iThey passed but a stone's throw from vvhere the French lay 
in ambush. 

After that they had passed, Mouart descended joyfully, and gave his 
information. Who were overjoyed ? Ail were much so. The Chevalier 
ordered the re-strapping of their horses, for there was neither page or 
varlet in the troop (such had been enjoined), and said to his comrades, 
" Sirs, it is tcn years since we had a like adventure. If we are but 
noble gallants ; they hâve twice our numbers, but that is of no 
account; let us follow them/* 

" Onward ! onward ! " cried they ail, and, remounting their horses, the 
gâte was opened ; they pursued their foe at rapid trot, and had scarcc 
proccedcd a mile vvhen they espied thcm on the high road. At once 
the Chevalier ordered the trumpeter, crying, " Sound, sound the trumpet ! " 
the vvhich they forthvvith did. 

The Venctian captains, who never dreamed of any one behind them, 
thought that it was their own men who would hasten forward. Never- 
thcless, at the same timc, without farther advancc, they haltcd, long 
cnough to cspy that they were in truth followed by enemies. They 
were somcwhat takcn aback, thus findîng themselves between the 
Empcror's camp and those they now saw ; they must perforée pass by 
them or through them. But were comforted to sec that they were not 
many in numbcr. Putting on a bold front, the Captain Messer Lucio 
Malvezzi entreatcd his men to do their best, telling them that force was 
rcc^uircd to defcat or subdue thèse others. On cach side of the roadway 
were dcep trenches, which a man-at-arms, unlcss well horsed, could 
not hâve vcntured to cross, for fear of remaining in thcm ; thus, in a 
measure, they were compclled to give fight 

Trumi^ets sounded on cither side, and when they were about an 
arrow's throw from one another, they rushed forward, some crying, 
** Empire ! Empire ! France ! France ! " the others, " Marco ! Marco ! " 
It was right gladsome to hear thcm. 

In this first charge many were brought to ground ; in the which 
Bonnet gave one lancc-thrust which pierccd the man right through the 
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body. Each man did his duty. The Albanîans deviatcd from the high 
road and separated from theîr guides in their endeavour to take the 
French from the rear, seeing which the good Chevaher remarked to 
Captaîn La Crotte : " Friend, look to the rear that we be not surrounded. 
We shall look to the rest" 

This was done, and when the said Albanians tried to approach, they 
were met and repulsed, leaving a dozen on the ground ; the others 
escâped by flîght La Crotte did not pursue them, but retumed to the 
main force ; on his arrivai he found the Venctians compictcly ruuted, 
and ail were already seeing to their prisoners. 

Messer Lucio Malvezzi, who was mounted to perfection, Icaped oIT the 
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hîgh road, and twenty or thirty of the best horsed cscapcd in the 
direction of Treviso. They were a short while followed, but with no 
resuit, as the fugitive horses went swiftly and with right good will. 
Abandoning their chase, they returned to their prisoners. of whom they 
had more in number than they were men. For without error they had 
taken one hundred and sixty to onc hundred and cighty, whoni they 
divested of their swords and maces, and placed them in their centre. 

Thus arriving în camp, they were met by the Em[>eror, who was 
walking therein. Who, when he saw this mighty dust, sont to know 
the cause thereof; a French gentleman, by name Louis du Péchin, 
shortly retumed to him, saying, ■' Sir, it is the good Chevalier Hayard, 
and his Captains La Clayette and La Crotte, who hâve made the niost 
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brilliant reconnoitre known for one hundred years. Having taken 
more prisoners than they are men, and having captured two standards." 

The Emperor was highly pleased ; drew nigh to the French, to whom 
he wished good day, the French saluting him in retum, in a manner 
fitting so great a prince. Praîsing each captain in a fitting manner, 
he then said to the good Chevalier : " My Lord of Bayard, my brother 
your master is fortunate in having a follovvcr like unto you ; I should 
willingly givc a hundred thousand florins to havc a dozen such." 

The good Chevalier replicd : " Sire, you say that which plcases you, 
and for your praises bestowed I most humbly thank you. Of one thing 
rest assurcd, that, vvhilst my master remains your ally, you can hâve 
no more faithful follower than myself." 

The Emperor thankcd him ; and upon this he and his companions 
took their leave and rcturned to their quarters. Never had enterprise 
made such noise in camp as did this one, of which most of the honour 
was givcn to the good Chevalier, who accorded the entire praisc to his 
two companions. Therc was no more courteous knight than he to bc 
found in Christendom. I will say no more of this matter, but tell you 
of another adventure undcrtaken by the Chevalier alone. 




Hoiiebick. Afler Jo9t Ami 



CHAPTER XXV. 



TcUing of anoihcr feat of thc good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, ii 
took prisoncrs sixty Albanians and thirty crossbowmen. 



i HREE or four days after thîs exploit undertaken by 
the Captains La Crotte and La Clayette together with 
the good Chevalier, he was apprised by one of his 
spies that în a castle called Bassano were concealed 
Captain Scanderbeg and his Albanians (with other 
mountcd crossbowmen, under command of Captaîn 
Rinaldo Contarini, a Paduan gentleman), and that 
daîly he made raids on those coming into the camp, 
and on the lansquenets retuming to Germany in charge of the 
cattle taken from the enemy, to such an extent that for scveral days 
they had seized two hundrcd and recovered more than fivc or six 
hiindred oxen and cows, the which they had taken to this castle of 
Bassano ; and the spy said that if one moming he would mect him at 
a certain by-uay at tlie foot of the mountain below the said castle he 
could not fail to find thcm. 
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The good Chevalier, who had always found the spy trustvvorthy (the 
same he had enriched with more than two hundred ducats), detcrmined 
to repair thither, telling no man ; for he thought most certainly, in that 
they were, he heard, but two hundred horsemen in ail, that he could 
well meet them with his thirty men, who were ail well chosen. 

Besides thèse he had with hîm eîght or ten gentlemen, the same 
having joined the Emperor's camp for their own pleasure, only because 
of the love they bore to the good Chevalier. And they, with his company, 
were not men to be easily defeatcd. He told them of his wishes, 
asking if they would join him. It was their life, and they wished for 
nothing better. 

Thus, one Saturday, an hour before dawn, in the month of September, 
they mounted their steeds and went fifteen miles without drawing rein. 
When they reached the by-way shown them by the spy, so hidden that 
none could havc perccived it, though ît was but a cannon's throw 
distant from the castle, there they lay silently in ambush until they heard 
the castle trumpet sound " to horse ! " which sound rejoîced their hearts. 

The good Chevalier, consulting the spy as to what road they should 
take, he replied, "Whichever way they go, they must perforée pass by 
a little bridge of wood, distant a mile from this, which two men can 
guard from one hundred. When they hâve crossed this bridge, send 
some of your men there to guard it (that they return not to the castle), 
and I will myself Icad you by a way behind this mountain of which I 
know, by which without fail you will meet them on the open, between 
this and the palace of the Queen of Cyprus. 

"It is wcll-adviscd," said the good Chevalier. "Who will guard this 
bridge?" Lord de Bonnet said, "My fricnd Mip>ont and myself will 
guard it, if it please you, and you leave some men with us." 

" I wîllingly agrée," he said. " Petitjean de La Vergne " (and so he 
chose to the number of six men-at-arms and ten or twelve archers) 
"will bear you company." 

Whilst directing this point they espied the Albanians and crossbow- 
men leaving the castle, who looked most gay, drcaming of a like booty 
as had been obtained for the last two days. But it fared with them 
far differently, as you shall hear. 

When ail had passed, Bonnet went straight to the bridge with his 
men, whilst the good Chevalier and the rest of the troops went down 
the by-way shown them by the spy, and so good a guide was he that 
in less than half an hour they were on the plain, where they could hâve 
caught sight of a horseman six miles off. Arriving hcre, they leamt 
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that by the entrance of a long guUy theîr enemies were keeping the 
road to Vîcenza, where they hoped to fall upon their prey. 

The good Chevalier called unto hîm the Bastard Du Fay, his 
standard-bearer, to whom he said, "Captaîn, go with two of your 
archers to skirmish yonder men. When they see you are so small a 
numbcr they will without doubt charge you. Tum and run, make 
semblance of fear, and lead them hither, where I shall await you by 
thîs hill-side. And you shall see faîr play." 

He had not to be told twice, knowing well the exigencies of 
war. Commenced his march till his enemies espied him. Captain 
Scanderbcg, overjoyed at this encounter, commenced a bold march with 
his men, when, perceiving the French with their white crosses, charged 
them with the cry of " Marco ! Marco ! " 

The Bastard Du Fay, knowing his lesson well, began by semblance 
of fear to commence the retreat. He was quickly pursued as if 
repulsed until the ambuscade of the good Chevalier was reached, who, 
with his men, helmet on head and sword in hand, as a lion rushed 
forward with the cry of " France ! France ! Empire ! Empire ! " 

In this first charge were upwards of thirty of the enemy brought to 
ground. The first assault was hard and sharp, but then the Albanians 
and the crossbowmen fled at full speed, hoping to reach Bassano, to 
which they knew the road right well. If they did their duty in flyîng, 
the French did theirs in pursuit. Neverthelcss, the light horses went 
too swiftly, and the good Chevalier had lest his prey had it not becn 
for the bridge guarded by Bonnet, the which, with his comradc 
Mipont and his men, defcnded it from the enemy in such a way that 
Captain Scanderbcg knew well he must eithcr fight or fly where chance 
should décide. Which would he elect? He choosc the latter, and 
took to flight. But though the spurs were brought into réquisition, 
there were taken by the two captains sixty Albanians and thirty 
crossbowmen ; the remainder escaped by crossing the plains towards 
Treviso. 

One of the good Chevalier's troop, who had bcen an archer only six 
days, was a young Dauphinese noble, by name Guigo Guiffrcy, son of 
Lord de Boutières ; the same was only seventeen years old, but came 
of a good race, and had an ardent wish to follow in the footsteps of 
his ancestors. During the combat he saw the standard-bcarcr of 
Contarini's crossbowmen thrown into a trench, and wishcd to gain 
possession of the same. The youth in his cndcavour to gain it followcd 
him, and, with half-lance in hand, gave him fo hcavy a thri.st that hc was 
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brought to ground and it was broken. Then, with hand on hîs sword, hc 
cried, " Surrcnder, or I shall slay thee ! " 

The standard-bearcr, unwilling yet to die, handed hîs sword and his 
banner to the youth, to whom he surrendered hîmself, who would rather 
thîs than hold ten thousand crowns. Makîng him rcmount, he Icd him 
straight to the good Chevalier, who sounded the retreat ; he had so 
many prisoncrs that he knew not what to do with them. Bonnet, 
secing from afar the young Routières' approach, remarked, " Sir, I beg of 
you to look ! Sec, hère cornes Guigo, who has taken a prisoner and a 
banner." 

Whilst thèse words were being spoken he arrived. The good 
Chevalier, when he knew him, was well pleased (none could be more 
so), saying, " How, Bouticres ! Is it you that hâve taken this prisoner 
and this standard ? " 

"Yes, my lord, so has it pleased God. He made a wise man 
surrender, else I should hâve killed him." 

At which ail the company laughed, even the good Chevalier, who 
was both surprised and well content. He said, " Boutières, my friend, 
yours is a good beginning, God grant that it may so continue."^ 

He has since, by his many virtues, been made lieutenant-general of 
one hundred men-at-arms, presented by the King of France to the good 
Chevalier, after that he had so gallantly defended the town of Mézières 
against the Emperor's troops, the which you will hear of in due timc. 

After this converse, the good Chevalier said to Bonnet, to Mipont, 
Captain Pierrepont,' then his lieutenant, a brave knight, wise and bold, 
and others présent, "Sirs, we must take this castle, for there is niuch 
booty iherein, which will be for our men." 

** It will be well done," said the others; "but it is strong, and we 
hâve not artillery." 

** Be still," said he. " I know of a manner by which it may be ours 
in the space of half an hour." 

Calling the Captains Scanderbeg and Rinaldo to him, he said, 
*• Knowest thou this, my lords ? Surrender me this place forthwith ; I 
know right well that you hâve this power ; or if not, I swear to God 
that I will behead you before the gâte within an hour." 

' This cornes, says Brantôme, in spcaking of this incident, of bcing baptised by agrcat 
man. This prophecy tîred the soûl of Houtièrcs, who becamc Licutcnant-Gcncral, and 
later dccidcd the victory of Cc^risolcs, leading the advance guard. 

* Pierre du Pont, called Picrrejwnt, also called Pierrepont Ualv, was a ncphcw of 
Hayaid's ; his mother was a Terrail. 
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They replied that they would do so if k were possible ; the whîch ît 
was, for it was held by a nephew of Captain Scanderbeg's, who înstantly 
surrendered it on his uncle speaking to him. The good Chevalier and 
those of his troop entered therein and found more than five hundred 
oxen and cows, besides other booty, which was equally divided, ail 
bcing well pleased The cattle were driven to Vicenza, there to sell. 
They then fed well thcir horses, and replaced others also, of which they 
had captured many. 

The good Chevalier was seated at his table with thc two Venetîan 
captains, and, whilst dining, the little Boutières arrived to see his Captain, 
bringing with him his prisoner, the same being twicc his size and 
thîrty years of âge. 

When the good Chevalier saw him he laughed heartîly, and said to 
the two Venetian captains, "My lords, this youth, who was a page but 
six days sînce, and will not hâve beard for thrcc more years, has taken 
your standard. It is a bad case. I do not know what is your custom, 
but we French do not willingly resign our standards, unless it be of 
ncccssity." 

The Venetian standard-bearer felt shame, and knew his honour 
lowered, and said in his own tongue, "By my faith, Captain, I did not 
surrender myself through any fear of him, for it was not he alone that 
took me prisoner. I could easily hâve escaped from his hands, and am 
a better soldier than he ; but I alone could not fight your troop." 

The good Chevalier looked at Boutières, to whom hc said, "Hearken 
to what your prisoner says, that you are not the man that captured 
him." 

The youth was very much incensed, and wrathfully exclaimed, "My 
lord, I beg of you to grant me one favour." 

" Yes, truly," said thc good Chevalier ; " what may it bc ? " 

" It is," said he, " that I hand back to my prisoner his horse and his 
arms, and I shall likewise mount mine. We shall repair there bclow. 
If I can again vanquish him, most assuredly he shall die, I vow to 
God ; and were he to escape, I will pay his ransom." 

Ncvcr had the good Chevalier bcen better pleased than at this 
proposai, saying aloud, " Right willingly I grant you this." 

This was of no avail, as thc Venetian would not accept the challenge, 
for honour hc had none, whilst the little Boutières had much. 

Dinncr ovcr, the good Chevalier and the French remountcd their 
horses and rcturncd to camp, to which they led thcir prisoners. This 
^^rcat caj;turc of prisoners was noiscd abroad for full cight days, and 
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much praise was gîven to the good Chevalier by the Emperor and ail 
other Germans, Hainaulters and Burgundians. Even the good Lord of 
La Palisse was wondrous well pleased when the encounter of the little 
Boutières was related unto him, and his proffered offer to hîs prisoner. 
As regards amusing ail the camp, you must not question. 

Full well did the said Lord of La Palisse know the ancient race from 
which he was descended, and that ail of that house were gallant 
gentlemen. 

Thus ended this advcnture of the good Chevalier sans peur et sans 
reproche. 








CHAPTER XXVI. 



Of liow ilie liliii 




OU havo aiready lieard of liow the artillery of tlie 

Empcror, thc Duke of l'orrara, and tliat of thc Marqiiis 

of Mantua, had inadc thrcc brcachcs al! brokcn into 

onc, which was half a mile in Icngth,' or ncar unto. 

One moming tlic Kmpcror, accompanîed by liU 

princes and German lords, wciit to sec the samc. At 

thc which hc niarvelled, blaming niiich, considcring the 

numbers of liis nien, lliat they had not assaultcd it 

sooncr. for for thrcc days the gunners had not oven sent a spcnt stonc^ 

into the city, although bofore them ail walls had been brokcn down. 

For which reason, returning to his tent which was only a stonc's throw 



' Thnl is to say fivc hundred gcomctrical paccs, ( 
thc shortcst in Europe ; iht Gcrnian mile was 75,0c 
Swcdish 30,ocD. 

- Thaï is 10 say spcnt bullcts. Thc first bullcts wc 
became huer that of thc projectile. 



ofthc substance 
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distant from that of the Lord of La Palisse, called unto him his French 
secretaiy, whom he made indite a letter to the said lord, which was of 
this substance : 

"My cousin, I hâve this moming seen the breach of the town, 
which I find passable for those who would do their duty. I hâve 
therefore determîned this day to make the assault And désire that, 
at the Sound of my drum, which will be about midday, you will 
hold in readiness ail the French gentlemen under your command and 
at my service by the order of my brother, the King of France, to join 
in the said assault with my footmcn. And I trust, with God*s help, we 
may carry it." 

By the self-same secretary that had written the letter, he sent it to 
the Lord of La Palisse, who found in it but strange manner of procédure. 
Nevertheless he dissembled. Saying to the secretary : " I am amazed that 
the Emperor did not summons either my companions or myself unto 
him to deliberate conccrning this matter. Nevertheless I pray you inform 
him that I will forthwith call them unto me, and on their coming. will 
show unto them this letter. And doubt not but that they will be obedient 
to the Emperor's commands.'* 

The secretary retumed, délivering his message ; and the Lord of La 
Palisse summoned unto him ail his French captains, the which repaired 
unto his tent Already it had becn noised throughout the camp that 
they were to assault the town at midday, or shortly after. Then 
followed a wonderful sîght ; the priests were retained on ail sides for 
confession, for ail would havc their soûls relieved. Whilst many men-at- 
arms gave into their safe-keeping their purses and other valuables, 

Of one thing we must inform those reading this history, that 
for five hundred years no prince had held a camp that could 
compare in richness to this one. And not a day passed but that 
they plundered four or five hundred lansquenets, driving oxen ând 
cows into Germany, as also corn and flax, silks for weaving, and other 
merchandise, and the said Padua alone had loss of two million crowns, 
in ftirnitures, togcthcr with houses and palaces burnt and destroyed. 

Now we must return to our subject. On the arrivai of the French 
captains at the quartcrs of the Lord of La Palisse, he said unto them : 
" Sirs, you must dine, for I hâve something of which to tell you, and were 
I to tell you beforehand, pcradventure you will not make good cheer." 

He said thèse words in jest, well aware that amongst his companions 
there was not one who would not make another Hector or a Roland, 
abovc ail the good Chevalier, who never in his life was astonished at 

o 2 
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anything he saw or heard. During dînner they made merry one with 
another. The Lord of La Palisse to the Lord of Imbercourt, who knew 
right well to answer him în words of friendship and of mîrth. I think 
that I hâve before named ail the French captains hère assembled, and 
believe that throughout ail Europe so many of the same standard 
could not be found. 

Dinner over, ail others leaving the room except the captains, to 
whom Lord of La Palisse communicated the substance of hîs letter from 
the Emperor, reading the same twice that it might be the better under- 
stood. The which heard, each one looked around smiling, seeing who 
would speak. 

Then said the Lord of Imbercourt : " We must not dream thus," said 
he to the Lord of La Palisse; "Go tell the Emperor that we are in- 
readîness. I am already weary of the fields, for the nights are cold, 
and also that good wines are beginning to fail us." 

At the which ail laughed, ail the captains speaking except the good 
Chevalier, ail agreeing with the words of the Lord of Imbercourt. The 
Lord of La Palisse looked at Bayard, who seemed to be picking his 
teeth, and appeared unaware of hîs companion's proposais. Calling to 
him laughingly, he said : " What then ! Hercules of France, thinkest 
thou ? There is not time for tooth-picking ; we must answer the Emperor 
with promptitude.*' 

The good Chevalier, well accustomed to jesting : replied, " If we entîrely 
agrée with my Lord of Imbercourt, we hâve but to go straight for the 
breach. But in that it is a pastime most wearisome for men-at-arms 
to go on foot, I would willingly hâve myself excused. Nevertheless 
that thou desîrest my opinion, I will give it. The Emperor in his letter 
desires of you to send ail your French gentlemen on foot to make the 
assault with his lansquenets. In that I am concerned, although I 
possess but little in this world, still I am a gentleman. As to you, my 
lords, most of you are great lords, and of noble houses ; as also are 
many of our men-at-arms. Considers the Emperor it to be a just and 
reasonable matter to péril so much nobleness together with his infautry, 
of whom one is a shoemaker, another a farrier, another a baker, and 
such-like mechanics, who hold not their honour as do we gentlemen ? 
It is but poorly advised. I say, with ail due respect to his Majesty." 

**This be my counsel, my lord,'* said he to the Lord of La Palisse, 
'* that you should reply to the Emperor thus : That having summoned 
ail your captains unto you, according to his wishes, who are right 
willing to do in accordancc with the instructions they hâve rcccivcd 
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from their master. But that their said master has in his service none 
but gentlemen/ the whom to mix with men on foot, and those who are 
but of low estate, would suit them ill. But that he has many counts, 
lords, and gentlemen of Germany, whom if he sends on foot in company 
with the men-at-arms from France, they will willingly lead the way 
Letting his lansquenets follow, if they know how so to do.' " 

When the good Chevalier had thus given his opinion, none could 
say one word, ail considering his counsel wise and reasonable. On 
their reply being carried to the Emperor, he found it fuU of justice. 
And instantly ordered drums and trumpets to sound, to call together 
his privy council,^ the which was composed of ail princes, lords, and 
captains, of Germany, Burgundy, and Hainault. To whom, when as- 
sembled, the Emperor told of how he had rcsolved in an hour's time 
to commence the assault on the town. To which he had summoned 
the French nobles, who were ail willing to carry out this duty, but that 
they had asked that the gentlemen of Germany should go in company 
with them, volunteering themselves to go first and lead the way. *' For 
which cause, my lords, I do pra)' of you as eamestly as I may that you 
likewise do consent to accompany them, and also go on foot. Trusting, 
that by God*s help, in the first assault to vanquish our enemies." 

When the Emperor had ceased speaking, there arose suddenly a 
wonderful and strange noise amongst the Germans, which lasted for the 
space of half an hour cre if was quelled. Then one amongst them, 
charged to reply for ail, said that they were not such as went on foot, 
nor to go into a breach, their true estate being to fight like gentlemen 
on horseback. None other reply could the Emperor obtain ; albeit it 
was against his desires and pleased him not any. He kcpt silence, 
saying only : " Well then, my lords, you must then advise what can be 
donc for the best'* 

Then at once calling unto him one of his gentlemen, by name Rock- 
andorf, the which went and came amongst the French as an ambas- 
sador (and, truth to tell, spent the most part of his time amongst them), 

' Historians hâve inlerprcted this déclaration in divers way s, wrilcs M. de Terrebasse. 
We must not conclude that none could be of this company unless of noble birlh, but that 
the service of this company conferred nobility on those who consecrated themselves 
thereunto. 

* In regard to the following récital, I cannot refrain from mentioning a curious 
coincidence, which is this, that fifty years later Charles-Quint was in a similar manner 
discomfited. At the siège of Metz, as that at Padua, a wide breach was made, and the 
garrison, called out by German guns, were ranged behind ramparts improvised out of 
the débris, but the assault ordered was never made, and the Kmpcror, much vcxed, Icfi 
shortly after, leaving the siège to be raised without him. 
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to whom he saîd: "Repair thou to the quarters of my good cousin, 
the Lord of La Palisse; recommend me lo him, and likewise to ail 
the French lords and captains as shall be with him. Telling them that 
on this day there shall be no assault." 

■ Rockandorf went and gave his message ; each one, by reason of it, 
disarmed himself, some well pleased, others wrathful. 

I know not how it happened, nor from whence came the counsel, but, 
on the night followîng the said proposais, the Emperor left the camp 
with a train of camp in length forty miles, and commanded his men 
to raisc the siège, The which was donc, as you shall hcar. 




Gcrman Drummer. AfCer Jost Ami 




MciUllior. of Max 



CHAPTER XXVII. 




OU must not enqiiirc as to whcther thc Enipcror was 
ivrathful, ivhcn he learnt thc willingness of thc Frcnch 
captains, and that his Gcrnian people would do 
nothîng for him, of vvlitch opinion was not the noble 
Prince of Anhalt, who a^kcd not othcr things, but 
tn offcr liinisclf to tho Kniperor. Likcwîsc did hc 
présent and excuse hiinself to the Frcnch captains. Hc 
had, amongst othcr captains of his troop, one by nanic 
Captain Jacob, «ho aftcrwards cntcrcd thc service of the King cf 
France, and died at the battle of Ravcnna, as tliou shalt hear. Thc 
samc daily joincd himself unto thc French skirmisher.s, and for boidness 
and integrity was renowned. But of Gernians therc wcrc fcw Hke unto 
ihesc. 

Thc Einpcror, inflated with wrath and vexation, on thc morrow, two 
hours bcforc day, without warning, in company with fivc or six hundred 
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horses and hîs personal staff, left hîs camp,' and proceeding without a 
hait for thirty or forty miles, drawing up when in Germany. Directing 
the Lord of Constantinc, hîs LiLutenant-General, together with the Lord 




of La Palisse, to move the camp as crcditably as possible. Ail won- 
dered much at this mode of action, but had but to obey. 

' Il is to be rcmarked ihat tlic Loyal Serviteur returns hcrc to a fcat aircady mentioned 
at the end of Ihe prcccding chaptor. Sud) rcpctitions are not unusual, and Icad us to 
suppose that his récital was not so niuch intendcd lo bc read consecutively as to be taken 
as separate récitals. Ti seenis thus to renew ihe brokcn thread, as in a séries of con- 
férences, al the point whcrc il liaJ bccn Icfi off. 
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The captains, both French, German and Bui^ndians, held council 
tc^ether, at which they determined to raise the siège, whîch had been 
hard and troublesome, havîng în ail before the town from one hundred 
and twenty to one hundred and thirty pièces of artillery. They had 
net camp équipée for half that number. The French were ordered to 
hold escort until such time as the artillery were raised. But the goodiy 
Prince of Anhalt, who knew well the turpitude of his nation, with hîs 
Company, which was composed of eîght thousand men, never quitted 
the said artillery, the which dîd him much honour. For from early 
mom till two o'clock next night, he held hiinself in battle order. And 
if they did eat, it was not at theîr ease, for each hour wellnigh were 
given hot and strong alarms, inasmuch as those within the town made 
many and grcat sallies ; aiso because they had to move the cannons by 




Ams of llie Prince of Anhall. 

degrees to the camp to which they were moving, there to Icavc them, 
and retum with the horscs and oxen to take others. 

Without loss cither to the Emperor or to the French the siège was 
raised. A great evil beîng that they put fire to ail quarters as they 
passed by. The good Chevalier, out of feelîng, placed seven or eight of 
his men-at-arms within the handsome quarters hc had occupied during 
the siège, in order to save the same until the said lansquenets had 
passed beyond them. And bc assurcd that such wanton destruction 
displeased him sore. 

From camp to camp the army advanced until it reached Vicenza, to 
which place the Emperor sent gifts to Lord de La Palisse and ail the 
French captains according to their rank. For he was in a manner 
libéral, and a better prince could nowhere be found, if he had had 
wherewith to give. One great fault he had, in that he placed con- 
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fidence în no one, and kept ail his enterprîses secret, the whîch brought 
hîm much trouble during his life. 

From Vicenza most of the Germans returned home, one portion 
remainîng' în the town to guard it, with Lord. Du Ru; Lord de La 
Palisse likewise retreated to Toussaint, in the Duchy of Milan, with ail 
his Company, except the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, who 
remained yet some time in garrison at Verona, where he did brave 
deeds, as you shall hear. 

The Venetians still held a town, called Legnano, in the which they 
retained a strong garrison, and often making raids against those within 
Verona, 




CHAPTER XXVIII. 



Of how ihe good Chevalier s.ins peur et sans reproche, being al Vcnicc, madc a raid mi 
ihc Vcnciinns, in thc which ihcy wurc taken and retakcn twice in onc day, and whai 

was ihe end ihereof. 



^HE good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche was 
ordercd to thc garrîson of Verona, togcther with two 
or thrce hundrcd men-at-arms lent by the King of 
France to the Empcror. Shortly aftcr, thosc of the 
Eniperor's forces within Viccnza, knowing that the 
town was not to bc hold, retired to Verona, because 
that thc Venctians were strong in the field, and 
marched forward to lay siège unto it But sccing it 
thus abandoncd, took their army to a village named St. Bonifacc, distant 
from Verona fiftecn or eighteen miles. This was in the winter tîmc, 
when it was nccdful that the soldiers who were within the town should 
send for forage for thcir horscs, ofttimes from afar, so much so, that 
often they lost both of horses and nien, for want of fitting guides. 
But not a day passed without meeting their encmies, irritating one 
anothcr much. 
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On the sîde of the Venetîans, there was a certain captain, a truly 
brave man full of adventure, by name Jean-Paul Manfrone, the 
which each day made exploits up to the very gâtes of Verona. And 
so far he carried them, that he îrritated much the good Chevalier, who 
determined, that on the first day the foragers should issue from the 
camp, he himself should escort them and make use of some of the 
subtletîes of warfare. But although he arranged ail secretly, Captain 
Manfrone was advised thereof by a spy kept in his quarters. The whom 
resolved that, when going to the fields, he would with him take such 
a force, that were he to encounter the good Chevalier, he could do so 
wîthout trépidation. 

One Thursday's morn, the foragers quitted Verona, and in their train 
.thirty or forty men-at-arms and archers led by the Captain Pierrepont, 
Lieutenant of the said good Chevalier, who was both wise and wary. 
Making digression from the high-road to look for houses and get what 
was needful. The good Chevalier, accompanied by two hundred men- 
at-arms, who did not dream of being discovered, went straightway to a 
village on the highway, by name St Martin, distant from the said 
Verona six miles. Sending some runners to look out, who were not long 
gone before they saw their enemies, to about the number of five hundred 
horsemen, marching direct to those in search of forage. They returned 
to make their report to the good Chevalier, who was well pleased, and, 
together with his whole company, instantly mounted their horses, going 
in search of them. 

The Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone, who by the said spy had been 
advised of this undertaking, had placed in ambush within a palace hard 
by five or six hundred men on foot, pikemen, and arquebusiers, to whom 
he had well sang their lesson, and, amongst other things, that they 
were not to come out until they saw them retreating, pursued by the 
French. For he would make semblance of flight, and by this means 
surround and defeat the French. The good Chevalier had not proceeded 
two miles across the open, when he saw his enemies distinctly. He 
commenced a march straight upon them, with the cry of " Empire ! and 
France!'' desiring to charge them. 

They made semblance of holding their ground ; but seeing him 
approach, commenced the retreat along the road straight towards their 
ambush, the which they passed a short distance. Then suddenly halting, 
with the cry of '^ Marco! Marco!'' commenced to défend themselves 
valiantly. The footmen left their ambush, and came rushing on the 
French, discharging their arquebuses. One shot of which killed the 
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Chevalîer's horse between his legs, the whîch in falling held one of his legs 
beneath. His men-at-arms, who would hâve died sooner than thus leave 
him, made a vigorous defence, and one dismounting, by name Grantmont, 
rescued hîs Captain from his péril. 

But their feat of arms could not avail them, and both were taken 
prisoners by the footmen, who wished to disarm them. 

Captain Pierrepont, who was with the foragers, hearing the noise, 
advanced at full speed, arriving at a timely moment, to find hîs Captain 
and Grantmont in close quarters ; for already they had been drawn 
away from the masses to lead them to a place of safety. You need 
not ask if he were well pleased ; for as a lion rushes on those who 
hold him, they suddenly abandoned their prize and retired to their 
troop to fight with them against the remainder of the French furiously. 

The good Chevalier and Grantmont were instantly re-horsed, and 
straightway returned to the aid of their people, who had endured much, 
for they were assailed both in front and rear. But the sight once more 
of the good Chevalier and of Captain Pierrepont filled them with 
fresh courage. Nevertheless, the play was one-sided, the Vcnetians 
numbering four to one, and with their arquebuses doing the French 
much damage. 

The good Chevalier began by saying to Captain Pierrepont : " Captain, 
if we fail to gain the high road we are lost, but if once there, we can 
retreat in spite of ail without loss, thanks be to God," 

** I hold with that counsel," answered Captain Pierrepont. 

They then commenced to fight their way back to the high .road 
whence they came, but this they could not do without much endurance. 
Nevertheless, they had as yet lost no men, whilst their enemies had 
lost betwixt forty and fifty footmen and seven or eight horscmen. 

When the Chevalier and his men had gained the high road leading to 
Verona, they closed in and retreated slowly. And as they accomplished 
each two hundred paces, tumcd afresh upon their enemies, defendîng 
thcmselves right gallantly. But at their wing still were the footmen 
keeping up a sharp and constant fire of arquebuses, and for this cause 
in their last charge the good Chevalier had a second horse killed 
undcr him, who, feeling it stagger, jumpcd off, sword in hand, and 
thus on foot did marvellous feats of arms. But he was soon sur- 
roundcd, and it would hâve gone ill with him, but for the Bastard Du 
Fay, his standard-bearer, who with his archers rushed forward with 
brilliant charge into the niidst of the Venctian troops, recovering his 
Captain, and did the samc rcmount in spitc of them. They then 
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closed in with the others. Already night was drawing in ; for which 
cause the good Chevalier gave orders to charge no more, as it suflficed 
to retreat, which they did to their great crédit, till they reached 
St Martin, from whence they had started that morning. There there 
lay a pool, surrounded by a fence, by the which they halted. 

The Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone, well aware that he could do them 
no further harm, as now they could receive succour from Verona, 
sounded his retreat, and returned towards St. Boniface, his footmcn 
going before him. The same were much fatigued by their battle, at 
which they had fought for four or five hours, and were wishful to 
remain at a village distant from St. Boniface four or five miles, but 
their Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone did not hold this opinion, and 
himself returned with his horsemen, in spite of their long and tiring 
gallop, to St. Boniface. 

The good Chevalier and his men put up for this night in the village 
of St. Martin, where they made good cheer with what they had, 
speaking much of their successful retreat, in the which they had lost 
but one archer, and had four horses killed ; their enemies in the 
encounter had sustained héavy losses. 

Meanwbile one of their spies arrived, the which came from the said 
St Boniface. He was brought to the présence of the good Chevalier, 
who enquired of him what the enemy were doing. 

He replied, ** Nothing further. They hâve a large troop in St. Boniface, 
and amongst them runs the taie that soon Verona will be theirs, 
as they hâve much intelligence from within. As I was dcparting, 
there arrived there the Captain Manfrone, much heated and very 
wrathful ; for I hear that he says that he came to war, and instead of 
meeting with men he has had to fight against devils of the infernal 
régions. And in coming hither I found a village, four or five miles 
distant, full of their footmen, who had halted there. Seeniingly, to look 
at them, they were much fatigued." 

" In that case," said the good Chevalier, " as I live it must surely be 
their men-on-foot the which we fought this day, who were unwilling to 
go as far as St. Boniface. If we will it, they are ours ! The moon is 
bright ; let us feed our horses, and towards the hours of thrce or four 
let us go and arouse them ! " 

This judgment was found wise, and refreshing their horses as best 
they could, after having placed sentinels, ail lay down to rest. But the 
good Chevalier rested not ; he thought but of his enterprise. About 
three hours after midnight, noiselessly, he and his mon mountcd their 
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horses, going stratght to the village, where were billeted thc Venetîan' 
footmen, the whom he found sleeping like unto lîne swine, wïthout 
sentries ; at least, if such there were, they were but bad ones. Having 
arrived, they at once raised the cry of "Empire! Empire! France! 
Frame ! à mort ! à mort ! " 

By thîs joyfui sound the churis awoke, rushing out of the house one 
a(ter the other ; they were knocked down as beasts. Thdr captaîn, 
tt^ether wîth two or three hundred men, repaired to the market-place, 




Venetitui Caplain. Aftir Vecclli. 

the which hc hoped to man and fortify, but he was not gïvcn tiinc so 
to do; for being borne down upon from ail directions, he and hîs men 
were utterly dcfeatcd and disconifited, There remaincd of them only 
throc alîve, of which one was thc Captain, and two other gentlemen, 
who were brothers. Thèse were Hbcrated in exchange for two other 
French gentlemen, prîsoners in thc prison of the Seignîorie of Venice. 

When the good Chevalier had accomplished thîs enterprise so honour- 
ably, hc desircd not to reniuin longer, fearing further complications. So 



208 HiSÏORY OF BaYARD. 

retired with ail hîs men to within Verona, where he was receîved wîth 
niuch joy. 

It was otherwise wîth the Venetians. On hearing of the loss of theîr 
itien, they were most wrathful ; and Messer Andréa Grittî, Proveditore of 
the Seigniorie, accounted much blâme to the Captain Jean-Paul Man- 
frone for that he bad left some of hîs hien behînd. But the same 
excused hîmsélf well, sayîng that ît had been Impossible for hîm to 
persuade them to go further than the village in the which they were 
afterwards defeated. And of their danger he had wamed them, but 
without being able to bring them to reason. Nevertheless withîh himself 
thinking to avenge himself shortly ; but it only added to his shame, as 
you shall hear. 







'^. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



How the good Chevalier took ihought against bclrayal by a spy who had proniised ihc 
Caplain Jean-Pnul Manfronc to put him inlo his hands, and that which came of it. 
How Legnano w.is taken by sicgc, and of thc cruel fortune of the pcopk- of Longaro ; 
and how Monselice was also lakcn by siège. 



EVEN or fight days aftcr this fair foray, the Captaîn 
Jean-Paul Manfronc, sorc vcxed in that hc had bccn 
so grossly beatcn and driven back, and his mcn slain 
and undonc, whilo he had wrought no harm, or less 
than nonc, upon his encmics, resolved to take his 
revcngc somc way or another. Now there was a spy 
who often wcnt to and fro bctwccn Verona and 
St. Bonifacc, and servcd both the captain and the 
good Chevalier, givîng each of them to undcrstand that he strove 
but to do him service. But thèse spies ever hâve theîr heart 
înclined more to one sidc than the othcr, as this man had towards the 
Captain Manfronc, who, one day when he had gîvcn some lîttle thought 
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to his affair, said to him, "You niust go to Verona, and give the 
Captain Bayard to understand that the Seigniorie of Venice has written 
to the proveditore to send me into Legnano for the protection of the 
place, because they hâve sent for the captain who is there to dispatch 
him to the Levant with a number of galleys ; that you know for 
certain that I shall set forth to-morrow at point of day with three 
hundred light-horse, and that of footmen I take none. I am confident 
that, so high is his courage, he will never let me pass without a 
skirmish, and if he corne, I trust he will not return thence save slain 
or captive ; because I shall take two • hundred men-at-arms and two 
thousand footmen, whom I will place in ambush at Isola délia Scala, 
near which spot, if he visit me, I désire to be encountered ; and be 
advised, that if you hâve wit to perform your task well, I pledge you 
my faith to give you a hundred golden ducats." • 

Spies are, as every man knows, created only by Dame Avarice. 
Moreover, for this merit they hâve a further value ; for of six that are 
taken, if one escape, he oweth great praise to God. For the true 
physic they hâve for the evil which possesses them, is a halter. 

This worthy then promised the Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone that he 
would find means to do the business. He came forthwith to Verona 
to the quarters of the good Chevalier, for there he was well enough 
known of ail the serving men, in that they believed for certain that he 
was whoUy in the service of thcir master. They brought him to the 
good Chevalier just as he ended supper ; who, as soon as he saw him, 
gave him an exceeding hearty greeting, and said to him : " Vizentin, 
welcome ! you come not without cause ; what news hâve you ? " 

The other answered : " Very good, my lord, God be thanked ! " 

Straightway the good Chevalier arosc from table and drew the spy 
aside to learn the tidings. The latter related the matter point by 
point, and made it appear to him so good, that no man was more 
rejoiced. He bade them lead Vizentin to supper and give him fjat 
cheer. Then afterwards he takes aside the Captain Pierrepont, the 
Captain La Varenne, who carried his ensign, the Bastard Du Fay, and 
a captain of Burgundy who was supping with him, and who was called 
my Lord of Suckcr.^ To them he related ail that the spy had told 
him, how the Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone would withdraw into Legnano 

" Probably the same Hannotin de Sucker who measured swords with Bayard at the 
tourncy of Aire. Then he was styled as of Hainault ; but as Hainault was at that time 
an appanage of the duchy of Burgundy, that is no contradiction of the terni Burgundian 
uscd herc. 
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on the morrow, taking with him but threc hundred horse. Whcrefore if 
they wcre ready to show themselves brave fellows, his journey should 
not end without blows, and that the matter demanded speedy issue. 
His words were to the taste of ail ; and on the instant it was resolved 
that they should set forth at break of day, and should take two 
hundred men-at-arms. They also chose the Lord of Conti to be of the 
adventure, and informed him thereof, in order that he niight hold 
himself ready like the othcrs ; and indced he needed but little praying, 
for he was a right gallant knight. 

This resolved, every man rctired to his quarters to make ready his 
harness for the morning, among them the Captain Sucker, who was some 
distance from his lodging. Which was a stroke of fortune, for on his 
way thither he catches sight of the spy (him who had becn to speak 
with the good Chevalier) coming forth from the house of a gentleman 
of Verona who was reckoned to be an cxcceding bad Imperialist, and 
on the contrary had Marco^ written on his heart. Hence the captain 
suspected treason. 

He seized the spy by the collar, and demanded of him whencc he 
came. The man was unable to answer promptly, and changed colour, 
which caused the captain to suspect more and more. He turned short 
about, and keeping hold of the spy, returned straight to the house 
where he had just supped. 

On his arrivai, he found the good Chevalier about to get into bed ; 
but the latter straightway seized a night-robe, and they seated them- 
selves near the fire, he and the captain together alone ; for meanwhile 
the spy was placed in safe guard. 

The captain thereupon made known to the good Chevalier the 
occasion of his sudden retum, which was the détection of the spy 
coming out of the house of Messer Battista Volteggio, who was the 
greatest viarchesco'^ in the world. Wherefure he suspected some 
mischief: "Because," said he, ** when I surprised him, he was 
wondrously amazed." 

When the good Chevalier had hcard this taie, he was not without 
suspicion, any more than the Captain Sucker. lie sent for the spy, and 
demanded of him what was his business at the house of Battista 
Volteggio. First he said he had been to see a kinsman there : later he 

' That is Mark, or Saint Mark, the war cry and patron saint of the Republic of 
Venice. 

* That is, a partisan of St. Mark. The original bas the Italian word in a Frenchifud 
for ni, marqucsquc, 
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niaintained another taie, and at last was caught out in five or six 
versions. So manacles were brought, into which his two thumbs were 
put, to make him speak in a différent fashion. 

The good Chevalier said to him, "Vizentin, speak the truth without 
concealment, and I promise you, on the faith of a true gentleman, that 
whatever it may be, I will do you no harm, even though my death be 
conspired. But on the other hand, if I detect you in a lie, I will bave 
you hanged by the neck at break of day." 

The spy knew that he was caught, and throwing himself on his 
knees, he begged for mercy, which was assuredly promised him. He 
began to narrate the plot from end to end, not only how the captain 
Jean-Paul Manfrone had placed two hundred mcn-at-arms and two 
thousand footmen in ambush at Isola délia Scalla to defeat the good 




Manacles. 



Chevalier, but also that he went to the bouse of Messer Battista to 
inform him of the enterprise, and also to advise him how he should 
find means some night to deliver one of the gâtes of the town to the 
Proveditore Messer Andréa Gritti. And many other things did this 
unworthy spy relate ; but he declared that Messer Battista Volteggio 
had told him that he would nevcr meddle in such mischief, and that 
since he was under the Emperor, he wishcd so to live and die. 

When he had ended his fine story, the good Chevalier said to him ; 
** Vizentin, I hâve ill-employed the crowns I hâve bcstowed on you : 
and within your body lies the heart of a coward and a scoundrel, 
although I hâve ever esteemed you little otherwisc. You hâve well 
deservcd death. But since I hâve pledged my faith, you shall receive 
no harm, and I will hâve you set safely outsidc the town. But beware 
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that while I am in the place you be not secn thercin, for ail the world 
would not save you from beîng hangcd by me." 

He was led away from theîr présence and confined în a chamber 
until he should be wanted. "My fricnd, what shall \ve do to this 
Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone, who thinks to takc us by craft ? We must 
give him a drcssing, and if you. can do what I will tell you, we will 
bring about one of the fincst jests that has happened for a hundred 
years." 

Suckcr answered : " Command, my lord, and you shall be obeyed.'* 
"Go, thcn, instantly," said he, "to the lodging of the Prince of Anhalt, 
and commend me humbly to his good favour. Make known to him 
this affair in full, and make him agrée to lend us to-morrow at dawn 
two thousand of his lansquenets, whom we will take with us at good 
spced. Them we will Icave in ambush at some spot, >vhere, if before 
the fight is done you do not see some wondcr, lay the blâme on me." 

The Captain Sucker incontinently set forth, and went straight to the 
dwelling of the prince, who was now aslcep. He had him aroused, 
and then came to speak with him, and told him ail you hâve heard 
above. 

The noble prince, who loved nothing so much as war, among al! 
gentlemen had conceived such a love for the good Chevalier on account 
of his prowess, that the mattcr would hâve been strange indeed if he had 
refused it. He said that he was sore displeased that he had not sooner 
known of this enterprise, for he would hâve gone himself ; but that as 
to his men, the good Chevalier could dispose of them better than he 
could. So he immediately sent his sccretary to warn four or five 
captains thereof, who, to eut the account short, were as ready at dawn 
as the men-at-arms who had known of the affair in the evening. They 
presented themselves at the gâte at the same timc with the men-at- 
arms, which gave cause for wondcr to the Lord of Conti, for nothing of 
this had been told him ovcr niglit. He inciuired of the good Chevalier 
what it might mean, and the latter relatcd to him at length ail that 
had arisen. "On my faith," said the Lord of Conti, "if God will, we 
will do something fine to-day." 

The gâte was thrown open, and they took the road towards Isola 
délia Scala. Then the good Chevalier said to Sucker, " You and the 
lansquenets must rcmain in ambush at Servoda " * (this was a small 
village about two miles from Isola). " Do not be anxious, for I will 

* M. de Tcrrebnsse reads Zevio, which is probably the real namc of Servoda. 
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draw the enemy right under your nose ; so that you shall hâve honour 
enough to day, if you prove a brave fellow." 

As it was said, so was it done ; for on arriving at the said village, 
the lansquenets remained in ambush, while the good Chevalier, the Lord 
of Conti, and their troop went on towards Isola, feigning to know 
nothing of what was therein. The place looked over a fine plain where 
on ail sides you could see for a considérable distance. At length they 
catch sight of the Captain Manfrone in company with a fevv light-horse. 
The good Chevalier sent forward his guidon, the Bastard Du Fay, with 
some archers, to skirmish with them a little ; and he himsclf marched 
at a quick pace after him with the men-at-arms. 

But he had not gone far, when he saw sally forth from the town of 
Isola délia Scala the foot-soldiers of the Seigniorie and a troop of men- 
at-arms. He foigned to be somewhat surprised, and bade the trumpet 
Sound recall ; on hearing which, the Bastard Du Fay, according to his 
instructions, retreated towards the main body. They closed their ranks 
well, and pretending to be rctiring straight to Verona, marched slowly 
towards the village where their lansquenets were, and whither an archer 
had already gone to bid the Captain Suckcr come forth in battle array. 
The gendarmerie of the Seigniorie, with this body of foot-soldiers on 
its wing, charged the French sharply and frequently, making such a 
noise that you could not hâve heard God thunder ; for they thought 
among themselves that the foe they saw could not escape them. The 
French turned not a step from their route, and kept skirmishing 
cautiously, so that they were close to Servoda, about an arrow's flight 
off, when they pcrceivcd the lansquenets advancing at a quick march 
and in close order ; the latter were also discovcred by the Venetians, 
who were exceedingly surprised. Then said the good Chevalier, "My 
lords, it is time to charge." 

And so everyone did, and they fell upon the Venetians, who showed 
themselves men of worth ; nevertheless many of them were borne to 
the ground. Their foot-soldiers could not flec, for they were too far 
from refuge ; they were in like manner charged by the lansquenets, 
and, being unable to withstand their weight, were brokcn and routed, 
and ail eut to pièces, without a prisoner being taken. This took place 
under the eyes of the Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone, who well pcrformed 
his devoir ; nevertheless he knew sure enough that if he did not beat 
a retreat he would be slain or captured. He began to retire at full 
gallop towards St. Boniface, which was a good stretch. He was well 
pursued ; but the good Chevalier had the retreat sounded, and accor- 
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dingly everyone returned ; but it was witli great gain of prisoners and 
horses, and the spoil of that day was cxceedingly fine. The Venetians 
suffered severc loss in the fight, for ail their two thousand foot and full 
twenty-five men-at-arms were slain. There were aiso about sixty 
prisoners taken, who were brought to Verona, where the French, 
Burgundians, and lansquenets were received with joy by their comrades, 
who felt sorely vexed not to hâve becn with them. 

Thus then went it with this fair adventure ; and it was great fortune 
for the good Chevalier, who received high praise from ail nien generally. 
On his return to his quarters, he sent for the spy, to whom he said : 
*' Vizentin, according to my promise, you shall go to the Venetians' 
camp, and you shall ask the Captain Jean-Paul Manfrone if the Captain 
Bayard is as cunning in war as he ; and say that when he desires a 
likc bargain he will find it in the field." 

He commanded two of his archers to conduct the spy beyond the 
town ; which thcy did. The spy then went straight to St. Boniface, 
where the Lord Jean-Paul Manfrone, perceiving him, had him arrested 
and hanged by the neck, saying that he had betrayed him ; and no 
excuse he could think of served him a whit. 

The Venetians still hcld this town called Legnano, where they had a 
large garrison, and excursions were often made both by them and by 
the army at Verona, the one against the other ; and in this state they 
remained ail the winter. 

At the beginning of the year fifteen hundred and tcn, and after 
Easter, the King of France, Louis XII., granted leave of absence to 
his nephew, the noble Duke of Nemours, of whom, short though his 
life was, this history will make ample mention, for he well deserves to 
bc chronicled in every way. He passed into Italy, bringing in his 
Company the caj)tain Louis d*Ars, a virtuous and brave knight ; and 
there on their arrivai thcy were received, each according to his quality, 
by the Lord of Chaumont, (irand-Master of France and governor of 
Milan, and by ail the captains then in Italy, with such courtesy as 
could not be surpassed. And above ail in this shall mention be made 
of the good Chevalier s:ms peur et sans reproche, who was so much 
beloved of the Duke of Nemours and his chief captain, Louis d'Ars. 
By the command of the King of France there had also come the Lord 
of Molart with two thousand adventurers, and many other captains. 

The said grand-master, the Lord of Chaumont, went to lay siège to 
this town of Legnano that the Venetians held ; and in order that it 
might hâve no succour of men or provisions, the Lord of Alègre was 
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sent forward with five hundred men-at-arms and four or five thousand 
lansquenets that were at Vicenza, under the command of the noble 
Prince of Anhalt, who had also undcr him that Captain Jacob who was 
with the King of France. 

This fortress of Legnano was strongly built ; moreover ît had good 
artillery, including that of the Duke of Ferrara, who, with other cannon. 
possessed a huge culverin twenty feet in length, which the adventurers 
named tJie great devil, At last the town and the castle were taken, 
and ail that were therein, or the most part, were put to death. In 
this capture the Lord of Molart and his adventurers bore themselves 
right bravely, and gained great honour, for they had never the patience 
to wait until the breach was practicable in order to give the assault. 
The Lord of Chaumont left there to hold the place the Captain La 
Crotte with a hundred men-at-arms, whom he commandcd under the 
Marquis of Montferrat, and a thousand foot under two captains, the 
one named L'Hérisson and the other Giacomo Corso, a Neapolitan. 

During this siège of Legnano the Lord of Chaumont had news of the 
death of his uncle, the Legate of Amboise, whereby he sufifered a 
great and grievous loss, for the Legate had been the means of raîsing 
him to the honours he then enjoyed. In like manner had the deceased 
conferred many benefits on ail the mcmbers of his house, as well those 
in the church as those without, for he was the whole govemment of 
the King of France, Louis XII., and of his kingdom.^ He had been 
an excecdingly wise prelate and an honest man in his day ; he never 
would hold more than one bénéfice, and at his decease was only 
Archbishop of Rouen ; yet hc might havc had others in abundance, if 
he had so willed.* His sad death the Lord of Chaumont took bitterly to 
heart, for he survived it but a short time, although before the world 
he made no great semblance of grief, and did not ceasc to conduct the 
affairs of his master well and prudently\ 

When he had ordered matters at Legnano, hc set forth to join 
himself with the forces of the Emperor, with a view to march into the 
territory of the Vcnetians, and try to bring them to rcason. The King 
of Spain had a fcw days bcforc despatched to the assistance of the 
Emperor, under command of the Duke of Termini, four hundred men- 
at-arms, Spaniards and Neapolitans, whom he made right welcome. 

^ That is, he was the actual ruler. 

* The author, who trcats the hoiise of Amboise with niarkcd faveur, refrains from 
adding that the Cardinal scvcral times sacrificed the intcrests of France to his désire to 
obtain the papacy. 



HisTORY oF Bavard. 221 

But inasmuch as they werc worn out with fatigue, they were sent into 
quarters in Verona. The camp, including both the Emperor's and that 
of the King of France, marchcd as far as a place callcd Santa Croce, 
where they tarried some time, as it was thought that the Emperor 
would corne dovvn ; ^ but he did not. During this encampment the 
heat was excecdingly fierce, and for this reason the greater number of 
those who were there called it the Buming Camp. 

On the march from that place, and near to a large village named 
Longaro, a most piteous incident occurred. For, as ail the inhabitants 
had taken flight because of the war, there were in retreat in a certain 
cave which was in the side of a mountain, and which extended a mile 
or more [in depth], upwards of two thousand soûls, both men and 
women, including some of the most considérable persons of the plain ; 
and they had abundance of provisions there. They had aiso carried up 
some warlike gear and arquebuses to défend the entrance against those 
who might attack them ; and the place was almost impregnable, for 
only one man at a time could approach it. 

The adventurers, who are readily wont to seek pillage, in particular 
those who are worth nothing in war, came up to the entrance of this 
cave, which in Italian is called the Grotto of Longaro." I doubt not 
they sought to enter within ; but they were gently prayed to desist, 
inasmuch as they could gain nothing there, because the inmates had 
left their goods in their houses. 

The rascals refused to accept thèse prayers in payment and tried to 
force an entry, but they were prevented, and some arquebuse-shots 
were fired, which laid low two on the spot. The others went and 
fctched their comrades, who, more ready for mischief than otherwise, 
directcd their steps thither. 

On their arrivai they saw clcarly that they would never get in by 
force. So they conceived a grossly wicked and cowardly plan ; for 
straight in front of the narrow opcning they put a quantity of wood, 
straw, and hay, and fire witli it, which in a short time produced so 
horrible a smoke in the cave, whither no air came except by this 
entrance, that ail within were suffocated and died in torment, without 
being touched by the fire at ail. Many gentlemen and gentlewomen 
were there, who, after the fire had burnt down and entrance was made, 
were found lifeless, and who, one would hâve said, were sleeping. This 
was a horrible sad deed. 

' That is, cross the AIps. 
^ Now the (îrotto of Masano. 
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The said adventurers gained great plunder there ; but the lord thc 
grand-master and ail the captains were marvellously displeased thereat, 
and above ail the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, who 
ail day long took pains to discover those who had brought it about. 
He caught two of them, of whom the one had no ears at ail, and the 
other had but one.^ He made so full an inquisition into their life, that 
tKey were led by the provost of the camp before the said grotto, and 
there by his executioner hanged by the neck ; and the good Chevalier 
was pleased to be présent 

Now, while they were about this deed, almost as by a miracle there 
comes out of the cave a youth of fiftcen or sixteen years of âge, who 
seemed rather dead than alive, and was ail yellow from the smokc. 
He was brought before the good Chevalier, who inquired of him how 
he had saved himself. He answered that when he saw the smokc so 
thick, he went right to the farthest end of the cave, where he said 
there was a cleft from the higher part of the mountain, very small, but 
by means of it he had obtained air. He told a piteous taie, namcly, 
that several gentlemen and their wives, when they perceived that fire 
was to be used, wished to sally forth, knowing so well that they were 
bound to die. But the villeins with them, who were far the strongcr, 
refused to allow it ; and came in front of, them with halberds pointed, 
saying that they should die as well as the others ; and so the poor 
folk were attacked both by the fire and by their own people. 

From this place of Longaro the camp marched straight to Monsclice, 
which the Venetians had retakcn and fortified, and garrisoncd with a 
tlîousand or twelve hundred men. On the road an encountcr took 
place between the Lord of Alègre and thc good Chevalier (in company 
with the Lord Mercurio^ and his Albanians, who were at that time on 
the side of the Emperor) and some light-horse belonging to the forces 
of the Seigniorie, and called Croats (and who arc more Turks than 
Christians), who had come to see if they could pick up anything about 
the camp. But they gained an ill booty, for ail or thc greater part of 
them remained there, and in a short quartcr of an hour were made 
prisoners. Among them the Lord Mercurio recognised thc captain, who, 
as he said later, was his cousin-german, and who had oustcd him from 
his inheritance in Croatia, which he now held and occupied by force, 

^ Showing that they had becn previously convicted of some crime, and punished. 

* His namc was Mercurio Rona. M. Roman has found in the BibHothèqiic Nationale 
(at Paris) a receipt signed by him as captain of a hundred Albanian horsemcn (Ms. Fr. 
26,110, No. 704.) 
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and he was his greatcst cnemy in this world. So he tumed to hini to 
recall ail the evil decds he had donc him, and that now it was right 
for him to take vengeance for them. The other said it was true, but 
that he had been captured in fair war, and therefore had the right to 
départ on paying ransom according to his power, and for that he 
offered tcn thousand ducats and six fine and rare Turkish horses. 

" We will speak of that more at leisure," said the Lord Mercurio ; 
"but on your faith, if you had me in your power as I hâve you in 
mine, what would you do with me ? " 

He answered : " Since you press me to pledge my faith, I advise 
you that if you were at my mercy as I am at y^ours, ail the gold in 
the world would not save you to prcvent me cutting you to pièces." 

** In truth," said the Lord Mercurio, " I will do no worse by you." 

So he gave the order to his Albanîans in their own language to 
make play with their weapons, and they promptly set their scimitars to 
work. And there was neither captain nor other man who did not 
receive ten wounds after he was dead ; then they eut ofT their heads 
and spiked them on the end of their stradiots/ asserting that they were 
not Christians. Thèse men wore a strange head-dress, for it was like a 
maiden's hood. And in the place where they put the head, it was 
fumished with five or six thick pièces of paper glued together, so that 
a sword did no more harm to it than to a secrète.' 

The siège was laid to Monselice, which was cannonadcd for the 
space of five or six days, and would never hâve been taken, seeing the 
fortifications that had been made, had it not been that those within 
used to sally out, very often as far as a good stone's throw from their 
fort, to skirmish against the French adventurers, who of their own 
accord had been to spy what was doing in the place. 

One afternoon, when no one was thinking of the matter, the men of 
the Captain Molart, together with a gentleman named the Baron of 
Montfaucon, went out to skirmish with the people of the castle, who 
also issued forth and achieved marvellous feats, so much so that twice or 
thrice they rcpulsed the adventurers with severe loss. But on one occasion, 
among others, the lattcr drove their adversaries before them with such 

^ iitradiotto was the namc givcn, particularly in Italy, to ail Grcck mcrccnarics. The 
name was thcncc applied to their lances, according to Terrcbassc ; to their scimitars, 
according to M. Roman. The weapon appears, in fact, to havc been a sort of javelin 
shod with iron at both ends, and attaining the length, says Montgomery, of ten or Iwelvc 
fcet. 

^ A Steel cap worn under the helmet ; such as we havc seen Bayard had in his duel 
with Sotomaiorc. 
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eagemess and so far, that they entered pell-mell with the enemy into 
the town. Then the defenders saw that they were lost, and they. 
retreated into a great tower, where they were forthwith besieged ; and 
fire was laid at the foot of the tower. 

Most of them let themselves be burnt rather than surrender; the 
others climbed out by the battlements, and were caught by the 
adventurers on the points of their pikes. In short, very few escaped 
with life. On the side of the French, a gentleman named Camican was 
killed ; and the Baron of Montfaucon was wounded to death ; neverthe- 
less he escaped it, but with very great difficulty. 

The ramparts were built up and a strong garrison left in the place, 

as it was intended to go and besiege Padua ; ^ but news came that 

Pope Julian had taken up arms and was marching against the Duke of 

Ferrara, who was an ally of the King of France ; and the saîd dukc had 

written at length to the King asking for assistance. The King was 

willing to comply with this request, and wrote to the grand-master, 

his lîeutenant-general, to lend him help, which he did. For he sent the 

Lords of Montoison, of Fontrailles, and du Lude, and the good Chevalier, 

with three or four thousand French foot-soldiers, and eight hundred 

Swiss, who like adventurers had brought from their own country a 

captain named Jacob Zemberg. On their arrivai at Ferrara, they were 

heartily welcomed by the duke and the duchess and ail the înhabîtants. 

The grand-master with the remainder of his army withdrew to the 

duchy of Milan, because he was informed that the Swiss, who shortly 

before had abandoned the alliance of the King, his master, were making 

a descent there, and were already at the bridge of La Treillina. 

When he arrivcd, he did not stay at Milan, but with a gendarmerie, 
his two hundred gentlemen, and a small number of foot, went to await 
the enemy in the plain of Galcazzo, and had ail the machincry of the 
mills and ail provisions removcd from their line of march. And what is 
worse, according to report, he had ail the wines poisoned that were in 
the said district of Galeazzo ; and hithcr the Swiss came. And they 
drank their fill of the wine ; but devil a one took any harm by it ! 
Not long, however, were they in the country, when provisions failcd 
them ; wherefore they determined to retum home ; whither they were 
always closely escorted, to prevent their setting fire to any village. 

* To console themselves for this disappointment, four hundred young Frcnchmcn, 
riding full gallop, prescntcd themselves at the gâtes of Padua (so says Terrebassc), aiid 
then turned bridle, after having planted there their lances decked with the colours of 
their ladies. 
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There came some French adventurers to the said district of Galeazzo, 
who would drink of the winc that had bcen poisoncd for the Sniss ; but 
more than two hundred of them died. One must suppose cither that 
God înterposed, or clse that the dnigs had remained at the bottom of 
the cask. 

New I will leave thîs mattcr for a little whilc, and will retum to the 
war bctween the Pope and the Duke of Ferrura ; but first I will relate 
a wondcrful and perilous advcnture, that befcll the pcople of Legnano 
in the same year. 




Swiss Foot soIJiers 
1 l'rint of the Sixlecnlh Ceniur 




CHAPTER XXX. 



How thc mcn of thc garrison of Legnano niade an excursion against the Venciians, o 
the information of certain spics who bctrayed ihcm. Whcrefori; they wltl ilcfoated. 



' HEN thc gentle knight of La Crotte liad set liimsclf 
in order in Legnano, few days passcci bcfore lie fell 
sick, and was in grcat danger of death. Now lie 
had plenty of young m'en and voluntccrs, and 
aniong othcrs thcre was a gentleman called Guyon 
\'f^^MS^&/''\ de Gantiers, vcry brave and more full of courage 
^^5feî^ than of discrétion. The Vcnctians used occasionally 

to pass right in front of this stronghold of Legnano, 
but those withîn, bcing placed there as a garrison, dared not niakc sorties ; 
for their only charge was to guard ît safely. Thîs Guyon de Gantiers 
had spies on ail sides, and in this way hc made acqiiaintance witli onc 
froni thc town of Montagnana, distant twelve or fifteen miles froni 
Legnano ; and this man often came to see the said Gantiers at his post. 
And he was ever telling the latter how, if at some tinie he woiild sally 
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forth wîth not too large a numbcr of horse and foot-soldiers, he could 
not fail to take prisoner the Proveditore of the Seigniorie*of Venîce. 
Messcr Andréa Gritti ; because he was often coming to the saîd 
Montagnana with two or three hundred light-horse. Further he added 
that, if the said De Gantiers and his companîons were ambushed near 
the town one morning before day, they could not fail, when the 
Proveditore came forth, to capture him and the town at the same time, 
and to pillage it. And the rogue undertook to give notice of the day 
when there would be a good chance. 

Gantiers, who had a great désire to makc excursions, and also to 
entrap this fine prey, assured him there should be no default, only let 
him be truly informed. The other gave him promises enough so to do, 
and then returned to Montagnana, where, on his arrivai, he disclosed to 
him who held charge of the town for the Seigniorie the trick that he 
had put upon the people of Legnano. And he added that if they [the 
Venetians] would play their parts well, they could not fail to get into 
their power the greater part of the garrison, and consequently without 
difficulty the fortress itself, which was of extrême importance to them. 

The Gaptain of Montagnana thought very well of this proposai, and 
he forthwith, by express messenger, sent word thereof to the Proveditore, 
Messer Andréa Gritti, who brought over three hundred men, eight 
hundred light-horse, and two thousand foot-soldiers. Of this band, on 
his arrivai two or three miles from Montagnana, he sent into ambush 
two hundred men-at-arms and a thousand foot-soldiers, who were 
instructed to allow the force that should come from" Legnano to go by, 
and then to close their passage. They did not forget the charge given 
them, and right well they played their parts. 

The spy of Montagnana returned to speak with Guyon de Gantiers, 
who gave him hcarty welcome, asking what brought him ; and he wîth 
ail assurance answered : " Good news for you, if you will ! For this 
evening Messer Andréa Gritti arrives in our town with two hundred 
horse only. If you will start an hour or two before day, I will 
conduct you, and you will not fail to catch him." 

If any man was pleased. it was Gantiers, who went straîghtway to 
his comrades, and also to a gentleman who was called the young 
Malherbe, and who carried his ensign, and he related them the afTair 
ix)int by point. Never was anything more welcome, and as far as their 
will went, it was only a question of starting ; but it was necessary to 
hâve leave. 

The Gaptain La Grotte kept his bcd a little during the day, because 

Q 2 
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he was not too well recovered from hJs sickness. So thc saîd Lords of 
Gantiers and Malherbe went to him to beg him gîve them permission 
to make a foray whence they should gain great honour and grcat profit. 
And they related to hïm the enterprise from one end to the other. 
When he had heard their reasons, he answcred as a wise and prudent 




Poitrait of Andréa Gritti. 



or Ihe Siilcenlli Cenlury. 



knight, and said : "My lords, you know that I hold this place on my 
life and on mine honour, to keep it safe alone. If it liap|)encd that 
you had other than a successful cncounter, I should bc undonc and 
ruined for ever. Moreovcr, for thc remaindcr of my days, I should 
live only in melancholy. Whcrefore I am not niindcd to givc you 
permission." 
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They bcgan to make him the most urgent remonstrances in the 
world, saying there was no danger, and their spy was sure. And so 
many rcasons they gave him of one kind and another, that, half by 
consent, half by importunity, he gave them leave ; but to tell the 
truth, it was almost on compulsion. 

That troubled them not a whit, for the braîn was boiling in their 
heads and at whatever risk corn was selling.* they were ready to try 
their ill-fortune. They gave notice to ail their companions, whom they 
joined with their party,^ and when they perceived the hour was at hand, 
they had as many as fifty mounted on horseback. ail men-at-arms 
under the direction of Malherbe, and about three hundred foot-soldîers, 
whom Guyon de Gantiers led. 

At two hours after midnight they set out from Legnano. accompanied 
by their double-faced spy, who was conducting them to the shambles. 
Nothing is so certain as that the party that started from Legnano was 
ail of the flower of chivalry, so far as courage went ; but youth was in 
Company with them. 

They set out together along the high road which led from the said 
Legnano to Montagnana. the footmen in front and the horsemen on 
their flank. They journeyed until they came close to the first ambush 
of the soldiers of the Seigniorie. who lay in a small village. But not 
suspecting anything. they passed beyond, and pushed on to within a 
short mile of Montagnana. Then the spy said to them: "My lords, 
let me go on, and do you hold yourselves in ail order hère. I wîll 
find out what is doing in the town, so as to give you notice thereof." 

So they let him go. but far better would it hâve been for them to 
eut off his head ; for he was no sooner arrived than he went to the 
Lord Messer Andréa Gritti. and said to him: "My lord,* I hâve 
brouglît you, with cords round their necks, the greater part of the 
forces of Legnano. And it is not |)ossible for a single man to escape, 
if you will ; for they hâve al ready passed your ambush, and are now a 
mile hence." 

Messer Andréa Gritti mounted forthwith. and his men likewise madc 
ready, both horse and foot. Then hastening from the town, he sent 
forward about a hundred horsemen to skirmish ; thèse soon found the 
French. who were mightily rejoiced, thînking that ail their work was 
before them. and that the Proveditore was with thîs troop. The French 

* That is, uttcriy reckicss of pcril. 

' Tirèrent a leur conielU. CordelU^ the tow-ropc puUed by a gang of boat-trackers, 
whcncc t'trf de sa cordeUe, to belong to the samc gang or party. 
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horsemen began to charge, and the others turned their backs, until they 
came close upon the main body. When the French perceived the 
latter, they were greatly astounded, and returned to their footmen, to 
whom they cried : " We are betrayed, for they are three thousand men 
or more ; we must try to save ourselves." 

They of the Seignîorie pursued them wîth great fury, shoutîng : 
" Marco ! Marco ! kill ! kill ! " 

Then they fiercely charged the French, who placed their foot-soldiers 
in front and their horsemen in the rear to support them. And in effect 
they retreated without loss as far as the village, where was the first 
ambush of the Venetians, who at sound of the trumpct, according to 
their orders, began to issue forth, and threw themselves between 
Legnano and the French. Thus the latter were shut in and assailed on 
both sides. 

Now you must know that, since God created heaven and earth, 
considering the number of men, never was there a better day's fighting. 
For this contest lasted more than four hours, and yet the French, who 
kept ever retreating, could not be defeated. One thing that was 
thought of by Messer Andréa Gritti was to hurl against their flanks 
some mounted crossbow-men, who fell upon the footmen in such sort 
that they broke one part of their array. Nevertheless the French ever 
retreated towards their own castle, within four miles of which they 
approached ; but there they were obliged to hait, for they were charged 
from so many sides and in such manner that the greatcr part of the 
men-at-arms were brought to their fcet because their herses were killed. 

When Guyon de Gantiers saw that ail was lost, like a lion enraged, 
he rushes upon the foot-soldiers of the Seigniorie, and there performed 
marvellous feats, for he slew with his own hand five or six of them, 
but he had too small a number in comparison with his focs. He was 
compelled to remain on the field defeated and slain, togethcr with ail 
his three hundred men, not one escaping alive. The Capftain Malherbe, 
with the few horsemen he still had, withdrcw into the open, where he 
fought for the space of a long hour ; but at last he was takcn prisoner, 
and twenty-five of his companions ; the rest were killed. And, in 
conclusion, not a man escaped with life to carry the news to Legnano. 

When Messer Andréa Gritti saw clearly the victory was his, he 
bethought him of a stratagem ; this was to havc ail the French foot- 
soldiers who were dead stripped of their garments and accoutrements, 
and with them to clothe a like number of his own men. Hc takcs the 
apparel of the men-at-arms, their horses and plumes, and distributed 
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them among his soldiers. Moreover he assigned them a bundred or a 
hundred and twenty of his men to lead along like prisoners, and he 
made them take wîth them three falconets, which the party from 
Legnano had brought ; then he said to them : ** Advance in thîs 
manner rîght up to Legnano, and when you get near, shout " France ! 
France ! victory ! victory ! " Those within will believe it is their men 
who havc been successful. And to make them think so yet more, 
besides their ensigns, you shall carry also two or three of ours. I make 
no doubt that they will open the gâte to you ; then do you seize it 
I will be an arrow's flight from you, and at sound of the trumpet, will 
immediately corne up. Thus this very day, if you manage to conduct 
the affair wcll, we shall recapture Legnano, which is of such importance 
to the Seigniorie, as you know." 

This order was right well cxccuted, and with an appearance of festivity 
and joy, they approached within an arrow's flight of Legnano, sounding 
trumpets and clarions. 

Now the Lord of La Crotte had a lieutenant in the fortress, who 
was called Bernard de Villars, an old and prudent knight, and of great 
expérience. He mounted into the gatcway towcr to watch the coming 
of his men, who were showing so much joy, in order to open the gâte 
for them. From a distance he scanned their mien, which caused him 
wondcr, and he said to one who was near him : " There are the horses 
and accoutrements of our folk, but it is my opinion that those who are 
on them do not ride in our fashion and are not of our party, unless I 
am deceived. There might be some misfortune on our side, and my 
hcart so judges. I pray you, go down and order the men to lower the 
foot-plank of the bridge, and then bid them withdraw. If thèse are our 
men, you will know them well enough ; if they are enemies, look out 
to save yoursclf at the barrier. I havc hère two pièces Ipaded ; if 
there is need, you shall hâve their succour." 

At the bidding of the Captain Bernard, the companion descended and 
issued from the fort, as if to meet his friends, demanding of them : 
"Who goes there? Where is the Captain Malherbe?" 

The others answcred nothing ; but thinking the bridge was lowered, 
began to advance at a gallop. 

The said companion with difficulty found safety within the barrier. 
Then the two pièces of artillery were discharged, and that stopped 
them. Thus was the fortress of Legnano saved this time ; but the 
Frcnch sufiered grievous shame and loss, which many heard of. 

When the poor Lord of La Crotte had been told the sad affair, he 



HiSTORV ijl' Bayaku. 



thought to die of grief. The King of France too was excecdingly 
displeased, and was mtnded to punish him for it But he was appeased 
by means of the Lord Jean-Jacques, who was thcn corne to France to 
stand godfather to the Lady Renée, daughter of King Louis XII. 
and Anne his wife, Duchess of Britany and who madc many 
remonstrances to the King for the acquittai of the said Lord of La 
Crotte. 

Now let us leave this matter and return to the Pope, JuHus IL, who 
was on the march towards Ferrara. 





View of Mirnndolo. 



CHAPTF.R XXXr. 



1 pcrson to thc Uuchy of Fcrrara, and how he laid 
sicgc to iMirandola. 



ij^^^^PE Jiilius. who carneslly dcsircd to recovcr the Duchy 
«f Fcrrarîi, xxhîcli hc clainied to bc the propcrty of 
thc Church, raised a large army. whîch he collcctcd in 
the tcrritory of liologna. to Icad ît into thc said Duchy. 
Thcn advancin^r by daîly marches, he came to lodgc in 
a large village, called San Felice, bctween Concordîa 
and Mirandola. Thc Duke of Fcrrara and ail thc 
French ivho wcrc with him had taken up a {msitîon 
twelve niUcR froni Fcrrara. between two arms of thc Po, in a place 
called Ospîtalctto, whcre he built a bridge of boats, which he kept 
vcry strongly guarded, for his cneniies wcrc often skirmishJng in that 
direction. The Pope, arrîved at San FcHce, sent word to thc Countess 
of Mirandola. who w^s a natural daughter of the Loid Jean-Jacques of 
Trivulce. and thcn a widow, that shc should surrcnder her town of 
Mirandola into his liands, becausc it was ncccssary for him for his 
entcrprisc againKt Fcrrara. 
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The Countess, who, following her father's spirit, was wholly French, 
and knew very well that the King of France was favouring and 
assistîng the Duke of Ferrara, would not hâve done so for her life. 
Now she had with her a cousin-german of hers, called the Count 
Alexander of Trivulce, who joined with her in answering the envoy of 
the Holy Father. And the answer was, that, when it so pleased him, 
he might retum, and say to his master, that not for anything would the 
Countess of Mirandola deliver over her town, whîch was her own, and 
with God's help she would know how to défend it well against ail who 
sought to take it from her. 

At this answer the Pope was exceeding wroth, and he swore by 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul that he would hâve the place by fair means 
or foui. So he commanded his nephew, the Duke of Urbino, Captain- 
general of his army, to march on the morrow and besiege it. 

The Count Alexander of Trivulce, who had imagined no less resuit, 
sent to the Duke of Ferrara and the French captains, at Ospitaletto, 
which was only twelve miles away, to beg them, as he felt he was not 
well fumished with men for the occasion, and was from day to day 
expecting a siège, to send him as many as a hundred stout companions 
and two cannoneers. This request was readily granted, for the loss of 
Mirandola was of great importance to the Duke of Ferrara, who was a 
gentle prince, wise and vigilant in war, and who knew almost ail the 
seven libéral arts, and many things besides in mechanics, such as the 
founding of artillery, with which he is as well furnished as any prince 
his peer in ail the world. He knows very well too how to work it, 
and to make the carriagcs and the bullcts. 

But lot us leave thèse virtues, of which he had and still has enough. 
By the advice of the French captains, he sent to Mirandola the two 
cannoneers and the hundred companions that were asked for ; and with 
them went two young gentlemen, the one from Dauphiny, called 
Monchenu, nephew of the Lord of Montoison, and the other nephew of 
the Lord du Lude, by name Chantemerle, from the Province of Beauce. 
To whom, on their departure, the^ good Chevalier sans peur et 
sans reproche said thèse words : " My children, you are going to 
the service of dames ; show yourselves gentle companions to gain their 
favour and make them speak of you. The place where you are going 
is very well-built and strong ; if the siège comes, you will gain honour 
in defending it." 

Many other cheerful sayings the good Chevalier addrcsscd to them 
in order to put them in good heart. Then he himself mounted to horse 
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with hîs own company. to escort thcm, and so well he conducted them 
that they entered into the town, wiicrc ihcy were rcceived by the 
Countcss and the Count Alcxander rij^ht courleously. They were not 
there three days bcfore the siège was laid, and the artillery was planted 




on the edge of the moat and begaii to fire hard and quîckly. The 
defenders of the town too showed no sign of dismay, but made a likc 
return to the best of their power. 

The good Chevalier, who never grudged giving money to know what 
the cnemy *i'as doing. had his spies who often brought him news, of the 
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camp and aiso of the Pope, who was still at San Felîce, and în 
particular how the latter intended to départ in a day or two to visit 
the siège that he had caused to be laid to Mirandola. He sent one of 
the said spîes back again to San Felice, from which they were distant 
but ten miles, to discover exactly when the Pope was to set forth. The 
spy made such good enquiry, that he found out for certain, that on the 
morrow the Pope would go to his army. He came and told bis news 
to the good Chevalier, who was well pleased thereat, for he had in hîs 
mind a plan by which he hoped to capture the Pope and ail his 
Cardinals. And that he would bave done. bad it not been for a 
mischance that happened, as you shall hear. 





''^■^JK 



'..[■o's tscorl un ilic mail ffum Miraminl. 



CIIAITKR XXXIl. 



Uitvi ihc good Chcviiiitr s;ms peur et sans reproche ihoughl Ko cnpturi: ihc l'ope bclwi 
San Fdicc anJ Mirandoli, and huw it rcsulied. 




came to thc Duko of Forrara and 
thc Lord nf Moiitoison, and said to thcni : " My lords, 
I aiii informcd ihat to-morrow niorniiig thc Pope 
in tends to rcniovc from San Fclicc in ordcr to go 
to Miraiidola, Thcrc arc six long miles froni thc 
une place to the otiier. I hâve conccivcd a plot, if 
you think it good, of which the taie shall bc told a 
huiidred years hencc. 
■*At two miles from San Felice therc are two or thrcc fine niansîons, 
which are abandoned by reason of tlie war. My résolve is by marching 
ail this nifjlit to lodge niyself with a hundrcd mcn-at-arms, without 
■page or varlet, within one of thèse hoitses. Tlien to-morrow. in the 
morning, whcn the I'o|h; sh^ill le^ve San l''elice (I am informed that hc 
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has only his cardînals, bishops, and protonotaries, togethcr wîth a 
hundred horse of his guard), I will issue from my ambush, and it will 
be no fault of mine if I do not capture him. For the alarm cannot 
reach the camp so fast as to prevent my escape, seeing that it is but 
ten miles from hère to the spot And take the case that I am pursued, 
you, my lord," said he to the Duke of Ferrara, " and my Lord of Mon- 
toison will cross the bridge in the morning with ail the rest of the 
gendarmery. And you will await me four or five miles hence, so as to 
receive me, if by chance any mishap befell me." 

Nothing was better approved than the proposai of the good Chevalier. 
It remained only to exécute it, in which there was littlc dclay ; for ail 
the nîght, after having well fed their horses, he took a hundred men- 
at-arms, ail picked soldiers. And then, when each man was equipped 
ready to receive attack, he sets forth with his spy, at a brisk pace, 
straight for this small village. 

Such was his fortune that he found neither man nor woman to cause 
his discovery, and he occupied his post about an hour before day. The 
Pope, who was an early riser, was already afoot, and when he saw the 
dawn, he mounted his litter to be borne straight to his camp. And 
before him came the protonotaries, clerks, and officers of ail sorts, who 
went to prépare the quarters, and who, without thought of anything, 
had started on the road. 

When the good Chevalier heard them, he made no delay, but 
came out of his ambush and charged down upon the clowns, who, 
terribly frightened at the alarm, turned about, spurring at full spccd 
to the place whence they had set out, and shouting, ** To arms ! To 

arms ! *' 

But ail that would hâve served nothing to prevent the Pope, the 
cardinals, and his bishops, from being taken, but for a mischance that 
was exceedingly lucky for the Holy Father, but very unfortunate for 
the good Chevalier ; this was that, just as the Pope had mounted to 
his litter, and had left the street of San Fclice, he was not a cannon- 
shot off, when there fell from the sky the sharpest and most violent 
snow-storm that had been seen for a hundred years. Indeed it was of 
such fury that men could not sce one another. 

The Cardinal of Pavia, who was at that tinie the wholc govern- 
ment of the Pope, said unto him : " Holy Father, it îs not possible to 
travel over this country while this continues. It is more than neccs- 
sary, and it seems to me your duty, to rcturn without procecding 
furthcr." 
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This was admitted by thc Pope, who kncw nothing of the ambuscade. 
And by ill-luck, just as thc fugitives were coming back, and the good 
Chevalier at full speed was chasing them without staying to capture 
any one (for his courage did not reach so high,^), at the very moment 
of his arrivai at San Felice, the Pope was just entering the castle. The 
latter on hearing the shouting was so alarmed, that headlong and 
without assistance he leapt out of his litter, and with* his own hands 
helped to raise the bridge. And therein he actcd as a man of good 
sensé, for if he had delayed only the time rcquired to say a Pater-noster, 
he would hâve been capturcd. 

If any one was sorely vexed, it was the good Chevalier ; for, although 
he knew the castle to be of little strength, and that it could be taken 
in a quarter of an hour, still he had not a single pièce of artillcry. 
Moreover, on thc othcr sidc, he knew wcll that his présence would be 
immcdiatcly made known to the army at Mirandola, who would be 
able to bring him to shamc.' So he set himsclf to return, after he had 
taken as many prisoners as he dcsired, including among othcrs two 
bishops-errant,^ and a large numbcr of waggon-mulcs, which his soldiers 
led off. But no man returned so melancholy as he, for having missed 
so fair a prize, although it was not by his fault, since never was 
enterprise better or more skilfully conducted. 

When he had met the Duke of Ferrara, the Lord of Montoison and the 
rest of their company (whom he found about six miles from their bridge 
ready to receive and assist him, if nccd were), and had related to them 
his ill-fortune, they were exceeding sorry. Nevertheless they consoled 
him the best they could, rcpresenting to him that the fault did not 
come from him, and that never had man done better. And thus they 
led him home, continually cheering him with their conversation and 
consoling him by pointing to their prisoners ; of whom, once on thc 
road, they sent back the greater numbcr on foot. The two bishops 
paid some light ransom, and then they returned. 

Thc Pope remained in the castle of San Felice, wherc, from the fine 
fright he had undcrgonc, he shook with fever thc wholc day long. 
And that night he sent a message to his nephew, the Duke of Urbino, 
who came to him with four hundred mcn-at-arms and convoyed him 

* Ironical, as ecclesiastics could not défend themselvcs. 

* That is, inflict on him thc shamc of a dcfeat. 

' Evêques portatifs^ that is, bishops in fiartiàus, in low \.dX\ïi^ portât i les ; bccausc their 
secs being situatc in pagan lands were easy to carry. M. de Terrebasse quotes from thc 
farce of " Pathelin ^' the phrase avocat portatifs a briefless barrister. 
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to the place of hîs siège, where he stayed until Mîrandola was taken.' 
Full three weeks he remained before the town, and nevcr would 
havc had it but for a mischance that came about ; this was that it 
snowed for full six days and six nights wîthout ceasing, so niuch that 
the snow in the camp was the height of a man. After the snow, the 
frost was so severe that the ditches of Mîrandola wcre frozen more than 
two full feet thick, and a cannon which fell with its carriage from the 
brink above did not break the ice. 

The artillery of the Pope had made two fine large breaches. Those 
wtthin the town had no hope of any one coming from any quarter of 




Huckler of ihe SiiUiiUli CeDlury. 

the world to raise the siège ; for the Lord of Chauniont, Grand-niaster of 
France and Governor of Milan, with the rest of the arniy of the Kîng 
his master, remained at Rcggio, which hc was toiling every day to 
fortify, fearing that, after the capture of Mirandola, the l'ope woiild 
niarch thîther. For the latter had a mighty force, inasmuch as the 
grcater part of the army of the King of Spain was with hîm, and also ■ 
that of the Vcnetians, who had now made alliance with hini. So the 
Count Alexander and the Countess decidcd to surrender the town, if 

' M. dt Tcrrcbasse statcs on the authority of contemporancous wriiings, iliat ihc 
l'ontiffrevenged himself for his stari; by donning full armour and riding on horscback 
round his bnllucics, siirhnt; iip thv ardeur of his ariilIcrytiH-n. 
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ail lîvcs were spared : but the Pope was resolved to hâve thcm corn- 
pletely at his mercy. 

Nevertheless terms were made by means of the Duke of Urbino, 
whose heart was always French, because the King of France, Louis XII., 
had brought him up in his youth ; and without his intervention the 
Pope would not haVe been so merciful. 

When the news of the capture of Mirandola became known to the 
camp of the Duke of Ferrara, ail the company were exceedingly grieved 
thereat. The Duke expected that he would soon be besieged at Ferrara ; 
so he took to pièces his bridge, and withdrew with his whole army 
into his town, resolvîng to défend it to the last day of his life. 

The Pope did not condescend to make his entry into the town of 
Mirandola by the gâte ; he had a bridge built ovcr the moat, by which 
he crossed and entered the place through one of the breaches. He 
remained there some days, taking counsel the while how by any means 
in the world he might injure the Duke of Ferrara. 




Pope Julius II. holtling hii Coundl of Wir. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



How the Pope sent a body of scven ordght Ihousand men agaînst n fortrcss of thc Duke 
of Fcrrar.-i, namcd Basiida, and how they wcre defcaicd by ihe advice of ihe good 
Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche. 



' HEN the Pope was in Mîrandola, hc callod tngether 

one day his nephew and ail the captains, both of 

horse and foot, and told theni how he desired, without 

attenipting anything furthcr, to procecd to lay siège 

to Ferrara. Hc wislied to havc their advice thcrein, 

j7^}S'^^^/S. ^""^ ^s to the means by which the niatter could 

^^^^ be most surely carried through ; for ho knew the 

said town was exceedingly .strong, and wcll-fumished 

with brave warriors and artillery. and that it would bo very difficult. 

except by famine, for him to gct the place without its costing him 

dearly. On this point (of provisions), howcvcr, he could brlng thcm to 

reason, con^idertng that he had the means to eut off their highway of 

the Po. so that from above Ferram nothing could reach tlieni. nnd they 
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should hâve no aid from below, as the Venctîans also would carefully 
guard that part. 

Each man gave his opinion in the matter, until the turn to speak 
came to a captain of the Seigniorie of Venice, who was called Jean 
Fort ; and he in his own tongue, addressing himself to the Pope, said : 
•*Most Holy Father, I hâve heard the opinions of ail the lords who 
are hère in présence ; and, to hear them, their conclusion îs in accord- 
ance with your proposai, that by taking care that no provisions corne 
into Ferrara by the Po, and that the place is besîeged on the side of 
the îsland, in a few days it will be starved. Now I know the country ; 
and the part belonging to the Duke of Ferrara is of great extent and 
rich. From Argenta will supplies be able to come to him, and in 
abundance ; but against that we could easily provide. On the other 
side there lies a country called the Polesine of St George, which is 
so full of resources that, although nought besides should come to 
Ferrara, it is enough to maintain the town for a year. And it is 
very difHcult to prevent them from drawing any thence, unless you 
capture a fortress distant twenty-five miles from the said Ferrara, 
which is called Bastida. But if that were taken, I would hâve the 
town starved in two months, because of the great number of persons 
within it" 

Ilardly had the Captain Jean Fort finished his speech, when the Pope 
exclaîmed, ** Quick, then ! we must hâve this place. I shall never be at 
my ease until it îs taken." 

Two Spanish captains with two hundred men-at-arms, this Captain 
Jean Fort with five hundred light-horse, and five or six thousand 
footmen, were appointed to carry out this enterprise, accompanied by 
six pièces of large artillcry. When they were assembled they took the 
road, and marched without meeting opposition until they came before 
the fortress. 

When the captain who had it in kecping saw so great a force, he was 
dismaycd, and not without cause ; for at the moment he was not very 
wcll supplied with soldiers. Still he resolved to do his duty, and to 
send Word to the Duke, his master, of his distress. The Pope's men 
made no delay savc, after pitching their camp, to plant the artillery, 
which thcn bcgan to batter the place with vigour. 

The captain had secretly dispatched a man, by whom he sent word 
to the Duke of his need, and that, if he were not succoured within 
four-and-twenty hours, he saw he would be in cvil case, because he 
had not with him mcn enough to rcsist the power opposed to him. 

R 2 
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The messenger shewed extreme diligence, and arrived at Ferrara about 
mid-day ; thus he was not six hours on the way. 




Portrait of Pope Julins II., «Aer Kipbael. 



The good Chevalier had gone to the games at onc of the gâtes; by 
this same gâte the messenger entered ; he was asked to w honi hc 
belonged, and then broiight before the good Chevalier, who dciiiaiided 
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of hîm whence he came ; the other answered boldly, " My lord, I come 
from Bastida, which is bcsieged by seven or cight thousand men ; and 
the captain sends me to tell the Duke that if he is not succoured he 
will not be able to hold the place through the whole of to-morrow, at 
least if they deliver an assault." 

" How, my friend ! is the castle so weak ? " 

"No/* said the messenger; "it is one of the strong places of Italy ; 
but there are only five-and-twenty fighting-men in it, which is not 
enough to défend it against the power of the enemy." 

" Come then, my friend ; I will take you to the Duke.*' 

The Duke and the Lord of Montoison happened to be on their mules 
in the square of the town, discussing matters. They saw the good 
Chevalier approach leading this man, and imagined that it was a spy. 
So the Lord of Montoison addressed the good Chevalier and said, " My 
comrade, you would rather be dead than pass a day without some 
blows with our enemics. How much is this prisoner to pay you for his 
ransom ? " 

" On my faith ! " said the good Chevalier, " he is one of our men, 
and brings us strange news, as he. will tell my lord.*' 

Then the Duke questioned! him, and afterwards looked at the letters, 
which the captain of Bastida had written to him. As he read them 
every one saw him turn pale and change colour; and, when he had 
finished reading, he shrugged his shoulders and said, " If I lose Bastida, 
I may indeed abandon Ferrara, and I see not well the means by which 
it can be relieved within the pcriod that the captain mentions. For he 
demands succour within to-mofrow by the close of day, and it is 
impossible.'* 

" VVhy ? " answered the Lord of Montoison. 

" Because," said the Duke, " it is twenty-five miles from hère to there. 
Moreover in this weather you hâve to travel by a road, where, for the 
space of half-a-mile you must go in single file. And there is another 
thing, namely, that if our enemies were informed of a certain narrow 
passage there is, twenty men would prevent ten thousand from passing ; 
but I believe they do not know of it*' 

When the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche saw the Duke 
so perplexed, and not without cause, he said, "My lord, when it is 
question of a paltry matter, ill-fortune is easy to endure ; but when it 
concems a man's destruction, he ought to provide against it by ail the 
means in his power. The enemy arp, before Bastida, and imagine 
themselves secure, because, relying on the présence hcre of the main 
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army of the Pope, they think we shall not dare to leave thîs town to 
march and raîse the siège. I hâve conceived a plan which will be very 
easy to exécute, and which, if ill-luck is not too much against us, will 
lead us to honour. 

^ "You hâve in this town four or five thousand foot soldiers, brave 
companions, and men as inured to war as possible. Let us take two 
thousand of them, with the eight hundred Swiss of the Captain Jacob, 
and at nightfall make them embark in boats on the water. You are 
still master of the Po as far as Argenta. They will go and await us 
at that passage of which you speak. If they are the first there, they 
will occupy it, and the gendarmerie in this town will march by land ail 
the night We shall hâve good guides, and will travel so that we shall 
be on the spot at break of day, and thus we shall join the two forces. 
Our enemies will never suspect this enterprise. From the passage you 
mention it is but three miles, or still less, right up to Bastida. Before 
they are arranged ii) order of battle, we will deliver the attack 
vigorously, and my heart tells me we shall defeat them." 

If anyone had given the Duke a hundred thousand crowns, he would 
not hâve been more pleased. He answered with a smile, "By my 
faith, my Lord of Bayard, to you there is nothing impossible. But I 
promise you, on my honour, -that if my lords hère think well of my 
opinion, I make no doubt that we shall treat our enemies as you say. 
And for my part, I pray their consent to the best of my power." 

Then he raised his cap from his head. The Lord of Montoison, a 
bold and virtuous captain, answered, "My lord, we hâve no need of 
prayer in your concerns ; * we will do ail that you command, for so are 
we bidden by the King our master.'* 

To the same effect spoke the Lord du Lude, and the Captain Font- 
railles, well resolved to do their duty. They sent for the captains of 
foot, to whom they explained the matter, which seemed to their minds to 
lead to paradise.^ The Duke caused a number of boats to be made ready 
in secret, without any noise, for there were some inhabitants of his 
town who were very strong Papalists. In the evening, when the boats 
were ready, the foot-soldiers embarked therein, together with skilled 
and trusty boatmen. The horsemen, with whom was the Duke in 
person, set forth at nightfall. They had good guides, and wrctched 
though the weather was, they were safely conducted. Fortune so 



' " Nous n'avons métier de prière en votre endroit." 

* Qui (l'affaire) leur fut avis être en paradis ; seemed to promise a happy termination. 
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favoured them, that half-an-hour before day the said horsemen arrived 
at the narrow passage, where they found no impedimcnt, whereat they 
were right well pleased. And there was not a rest of half-an-hour 
before the barges which brought the foot-soldiers arrived. 

They disembarked and then marched at a quick pace straight for 
this bad passage, which was a small bridge that only one man-at-arms 
could cross at a time, and which stretched over a very deep channel 
between the Po and Bastida. They took a full hour in passing it, so 
that clear daylight arrived, at which the Duke was annoyed. And as 
he heard no firing of artillery, he feared his fortress was taken. But 
just as he was speaking thereof to the French captains, he caught 
Sound of three cannon-shots, ail close together, whereat he and his 
fair and noble company rejoiced exceedingly. 

It was not more than a mile to the enemy. 

Then the good Chevalier began with thèse words : " My lords, I hâve 
always heard tell that he is a fool who does not value his adversary. 
We are nigh to ours ; they are three against one. If they knew of our 
enterprise, without any mistake we should havc some trouble, and no 
slight amount, for they possess artillery and we hâve none. Moreover, 
I hâve heard that the force before Bastida is ail the flower of the 
Pope's army. We must catch them in such disorder as can be 
contrivcd. 

•* I am of opinion that the Bastard Du Fay, my standard-bearer, who 
is a man knowing in such matters, should go and raise the alarm on 
the side from which the enemy approached, taking with him fifteen or 
twenty horse. And the Captain Pierrepoint shall be an arrow's flight 
off, with a hundrcd men-at-arms to afford him escort, if he is repulscd ; 
we will give him, too, the Captain Jacob Zemberg, with his Swiss. 
You, my lord," said he to the Duke, " my Lord of Montoison, the lords 
my companions and myself, we will advance to the siège, whither I 
will go before to make an alarm. If the alarm of the Bastard Du Fay 
is the first raised, and if the enemy ail march in that direction, we 
shall shut them in between him and us. While if ours is the first 
raised, the Captain Pierrepoint and his band of Swiss will do the like 
on their side. That will surprise them so that they will not know 
what to do; for they will think us three times a greater number 
than we arc. . . . And above ail, let ever)' trumpet sound for the 
attack." 

No plan was dcemed better; for ail who read this history must 
know that the good Chevalier was a véritable regîster of battlcs. 
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wherefore, on account of hîs great expérience, everyone assented to 
hîs proposai. 

But let us corne to the point. The two bands moved away ; the 
one went by the road by whîch the enemy had corne, as it had been 
commanded, while the others went straîght to the castle, which they 
approached wîthout being at ail perceived, to within half a cannon-shot.* 

The Bastard Du Fay raised a fierce and hot alarm, which wonderfully 
astonished the men in the camp. Nevertheless they began to arm 
themselves, and to get to horse, and ride straight in the direction of 
the saîd alarm. Meanwhile their foot soldiers were getting into battle 
order, and if they had once been drawn up ail together, the contest 
would hâve been destructive and fuU of péril to the Ferrarese, because 
of the vast number of their foes. But two misfortunes befell the enemy 
ail at once ; this was, that when those troops who were driving back 
the Bastard Du Fay were two hundred paces distant, they encountered 
the Captain Pierrepoint, who checked them right well, and set upon 
them fiercely. The Swiss then began to advance, and they found the 
enemy 's foot already in battle array and in great number, as many as 
from five to six thousand. Wherefore the said Swiss were severely 
repulsed, and would hâve been routed, had not the gendarmerie come 
to their assistance by charging the enemy from the flanks. 

In the meanwhile the Duke, the Lords of Montoîson, du Lude, of 
Fontrailles, and the good Chevalier, came up with their horsemen and 
their two thousand foot ; and thèse proceeded to hurl themselves upon 
the saijd enemy from the rear in such sort that every man was thrown 
to the ground. 

The Captain Fontrailles and the good Chevalier perceived a troop of 
horsemen, in number from three to four hundred, who were trying to 
rally together, so they called to their companies and tumed in this 
direction, and shouting, " France ! France ! the Duke ! the Duke ! " charged 
them in such fashion that the greater part fell to earth. 

The said enemy fought for a good hour, but at last they lost their 
camp, and ail who could flee did so, but thèse were not many. The 
Duke and the French made terrible slaughter on that day, for there 
died more than four or fivc thousand foot, and more than sixty men-at- 
arms, while more than three hundred horses were captured, together 
with ail the baggage and artillery, so that there was not a soldier who 
had not great trouble to carry his booty. 

^ De la port<$e d'un canon en butte. 
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I know not how thc chronîclers and hîstorians hâve in other places 
spoken of this glorious battle of Bastîda, but for a hundred years before 
there had not been one better fought or at greater risk. Nevertheless 
it was necessary to venture ît, or thc Duke and tlie French had bcen 
lest. 

So the lattcr retumcd in prîde and triuniph to the town, whcre cvery 
man gave thcm praîsc bcyond measurc. 




Thc Castic of F. 



Above ail pcrsons, thc good Duchess, who was a pearl in this world, 
gave theni a particular réception, and every day hcld banquets and 
feasts in thcir honour, after the fashîon of Italy, wîth marvellous 
splendeur. 

I makc bold to say, that in hcr days and long before, there was not 
to bc found a more glorious princess, for she was fair, good, sweet, and 
courteous to ail mon. She spoke Spanish. Greek, Italian, and French, 
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and a little very good Latin, and she composed in ail thcse tongues. 
And nothîng is so certain as that, although her husband was a wise 
and brave prince, the said lady by her sweet grâce hath been the cause 
of his good and great services. 





tl tiruck by Louis XII. duting Ihe Wur aysinsl Julius IL 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



Of thc dirath of ihc Lord of Montoison, and of ihc many stratagems deviscd by l'ope Juliu» 
and thc Uukc of Fcrrara againsl cach othcr, whcruin Ihe good Chevalier shawcd bis 



^FTKR this gallant figlit of Bastida, thc noble Lord of 
Montoîson lîvcd but a short time, for a continua) fevcr 
laid hold of him and nevcr Icft him until dcath. This 
was a great calamity, and France suffcrcd gricvous loss 
thereby. During hjs lifc hc had bcen one of the most 
accomplishcd gentlemen to bc met with. and had donc 
some gallant deeds, as well in Picardy, Ilritany, and 
Na[)Ics, as in Lombardy. Hc was a ]>erfect mcriin, 
watcliing withuut censing, and, wlieii lie was at the wars, for cvcr in 
the saddie. Wherefore at the time of hîs decease he was niuch brokcn 
and wom ; but so uprightiy and gaily he hcld himself, that he sccmed 
to be a nian of tliirty. 

At his sad loss the Duke and Duchcss of Ferrara, the good Chevalier, 
and ail the other Frcncli captains grievcd excccdingly ; but it is a thing 
one cannot rcmedy. 

The Pojx: was still at Mirandola when he heard the news con- 
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cemîng Bastida and the defeat of hîs men. He felt heart-broken, and 
swore to God that he would take hîs revenge for it, and to that end 
would not waît a moment before layîng siège to Ferrara, conceming 
whîch design he forthwith sought counsel. But the captains and 
warriors that he had with him, and likewise the Duke of Urbino, his 
nephew (who would willingly hâve had the Kîng of France and himself 
at friends), dissuaded him ail they could, representing to him that 
Ferrara, well provîded as it was, and with such captains (including the 
good Chevalier, to whom none was comparable), would not be easily 
taken, and that if his army should occupy the island with the view to 
besiege the town, supplies would be brought into camp only with 
great difficulty. 

This advice the Pope did not approve ; for a hundred times a day 
he was saying, " Ferrara, Ferrara ! (avro, al corpo di Dio ! By God's 
body, I will hâve theel" 

He bethought him of another plan, and set his mind to win over 
some gentlemen of the town, by whose means he might take the place, 
for, one night, they might betray a gâte to him by which his men 
could enter, So he sent several spies to the town, who were commis- 
sioned to speak with certain gentlemen. But the Duke and the good 
Chevalier had such close watch kept, that not one came in who was 
not seized, and six or seven of them were hanged ; nevertheless, the 
Duke was suspicious of some gentlemen in this town, and he had them 
made prisoners, perhaps without reason. Among thèse was the Count 
Borso Calcagnini, who had lodged in his house the good Chevalier. 
The latter was annoyed at his host*s détention, but inasmuch as matters 
were exceedingly doubtful, he was not willing to interfère except 
in season. 

When the Pope saw that he would not come to his end by this 
means, he conceived a dreadful scheme ; for in ordcr to avenge himself 
on the French, he applied his mind to seducing the Duke of Ferrara. 

He had in his service a gentleman of Lodi, in the duchy of Milan, 
who was called Messer Agostino Gherlo, but he was wont to change his 
name. He was a great intriguer and treason-monger, whercby evil came 
upon him at last, for the Lord of Aubigny had him cxecuted in Brescia, 
when he sought to betray him. 

One day this Messer Agostino was summoned before the Pope, who 
said to him: "Come hither; you must do me a service. You shall go 
to Ferrara to the Duke ; you will say to him that if he will dismiss the 
French and remain my ally, I will givc him one of my nièces for his 
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eldest son ; I wîU hold hîm quit of ail our différences ; and further, I 
will make him gonfalonier and captain-general of the Church. He need 
do nothing except to tell the French that he has no further need of 
them, and they may wîthdraw. I am confident that they will not be 
able to get to any spot in the world where I cannot hâve them at my 
mercy. And not one shall escape." 

This envoy, who demanded no better commissions, said he would 
transact the business well, and he proceeded to Ferrara straightway, to 
addrcss himself to the Duke, who was a wise and subtle prince, and 
who heard the worthy very patîently, pretending that he listcned with 
pleasure to the Pope*s message. But he would rather hâve dicd a 
hundred thousand dcaths, for his heart was far too noble and honourable. 
Indeed, he showed thèse qualities in this, that, after having ordcred 
Messer Agostino to be well entcrtained, and having him shut up in a 
chamber in his palace, of which he took the key, he went with one 
gentleman alonc to the quarters of the good Chevalier, to whom he • 
related the whole mattcr, point by point ; whereupon the good Chevalier . 
crossed himself sevcral times, and refused to believe that the Pope had 
so base a désire to accomplish what he had proposed. 

But the Duke told him there was nothing so true, and that if he 
wished, he would place him in a closet in his palace, where he could 
hear ail the statements the worthy had made to him. Still, he, the 
Duke, knew that this was no lie, by the very tokcns the messenger had 
given him ; but he would rather be tom to pièces alive by four horscs 
than hâve cven thought of consenting to so dastardly a crime; and hc 
pointed out how much hc was bcholden to the house of France, and 
how in his great need the King had so nobly aided him. 

The good Chevalier said : *' My lord, there is no need to excuse 
yourself of that ; I know you well enough. On my soûl ! I hold 
mysclf and my companions to be as safe in this your town, as if wc 
were in Paris ; and I hâve no fear, with God's help, that any misfortunc 
can befall us, at least with your consent." 

" My Lord of Bayard," said the Duke, " suppose wc attempt something. 
The Pope sceks to practise malice in this matter ; we must repay him 
the like. I am about to speak further with his man, and I will see if 
I cannot gain him over and seduce him to my side, so that he may do 
us some good turn." 

•' That is well said," answered the good Chevalier. 

So, thcir talk ended, the Duke retumed to his palace, straight to the 
chamber where he had left Messer Agostino Gherlo ; and he began a 
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long way from hîs object, talking to hîm of many matters, and in mâhy 
fashions, în order to corne to his point (which he knew right well how 
to bring înto play, when the time came, as you will hear), saying to him : 
"Messer Agostino, I hâve thought ail thîs mornîng of the design the 
Pope suggests to me, wherein I can find no foundatîon nor safe method, 
for two reasons : the one, that I ought never to trust him, for ever so 
many times he has said that, if he held me in his power, he would 
hâve me put to death, and that I was the living man he most hated. 
Further, I know well there is nothing in this world he doth so much désire 
as the possession of this town and my other estâtes. Wherefore I see 
no arrangement by which I can hâve warranty of him. The other 
reason is, that, if I told the Lord of Bayard now, that I hâve no 
further need of him or of his companions, what could he think ? Hc 
îs as strong again in the town as I am. Perchance he will answer me, 
^ that he will readily forward my request to the King of France, his 
master, or to my lord the Grand-Master, his Lieutenant-General on this 
side the mountains, who sent him hère, and according to their answer 
he will see what he shall hâve to do." 

" In the meanwhile it will be extremely difficult to prevent them from 
knowing what I am about In which case, as would be reasonable, 
they would abandon me as a villain, and I should remain between two 
stools ; for which I hâve no désire. But, Messer Agostino, the Pope is 
of a terrible disposition, as you know well enough, passionate and vin- 
dictive in the extrême. And whatever matters he may impart to you 
of his secret affairs, one of thèse mornings, he will . hâve you played 
some ill turn, believe me. Bcsides, if he dies, what will happen to his 
servants ? Another Pope will arise who will not keep one of them. It 
is indeed an evil service for a person who hath no désire to join the 
Church. You know that I hâve possessions and in plenty, thank our 
Lord. If you are willing to do me some good service and assist me to 
rid myself of my enemy, I will give you so fine a présent, and allot 
you such a property that ail your life you will be in casy cîrcumstances. 
And of that you may be confidently assured." 

When the cowardly, base, and greedy scamp had heard the Duke 
speak, his heart changed immediately ; and almost gaincd over, he 
answered : " Upon my soûl, my lord, you speak truth ; moreover, for 
more than six years hâve I had the désire to be in your service. I am 
prepared to assure you truly that there is not a man about the perse n 
of the Pope who can do that which you ask better than myself; for 
night and day I am close to him. And vcry often he will take his 
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câNation * from my hand, so that we two are alone whcn he talks with me 
of his dealings. If you will treat me wcll, before eight days are passed, 
he shall not be living. And I ask for nothing. until I hâve done what 
I promise you. So too, my lord, I hâve no wish to bc scouted after- 
wards." 

" No, no ! upon my honour ! " said the Duke. 

Before departing thence they agreed upon terms, which were that 
the Duke should give him two thousand ducats in money, and fivc 
hundred ducats in property. That done, Messcr Agostino was henceforth 
well treated, in that the Duke left him in his chamber, while he him- 
self returned to the good Chevalier, who had gone to divert himsclf on 
the ramparts of the town, and was amusing himself by having an 
embrasure cleaned out. 

He saw the Duke coming. and went to meet him, and they grasped 
hands. And as they strolled upon the ramparts apart from every one, the 
Duke began to say : " My Lord of Bayard, never was it otherwise than 
that deceivers are in the end deceived. You remember the iniquity 
which the Pope has desircd me to undertake against you and the 
French who are hère. And for this purpose he has sent a man to me, 
as you know. Now I hâve so fully gained over the latter and changed 
his design that he will do unto the Pope that which he was ready to do 
unto you ; for within eight days at the latest, he has assured me the 
Pope shall not be alive." 

The good Chevalier, who would never hâve thought of the truth, 
answered : " How so, my lord? lias he then spoken with God ? " 

" Do not trouble yourself," said the Duke, " but it will be so." 

Thus they proceeded from point to point of the story, until the Duke 
told him that Messer Agostino had promised him to poison the Pope. 

At which words the good Chevalier crossed himself more than ten 
timcs, and with his eycs on the Duke, said to him: "Ah! my lord, I 
would never believc that so noble a prince as you hath consented to so 
gross a treason, and if I should know it to be true, I swear to you by 
my soûl that, before nightfall, I would inform the Pope thereof, for I 
believe that (iod would never pardon so horrible a crime." 

"IIow so!** replied the Duke, " he has been quite ready to do as 
much by you or by me ; and do you know that already we hâve had 
seven or eight spies hanged ? " 

** It mattcrs not to me." said the good Chevalier; "he is the 

* That is, the light mcal Ixrtwccn dinncr and suppcr. 

S 
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lieutenant of God on earth, and to make him dîe în such a way, never 
would I consent to iL" 

The Duke slimgged his shoulders, and, spîttîng on the ground, said 
thèse words : " God's body ! my Lord of Bayard, I could wish to hâve 
killed ail my enemies by thïs means. But since you do not thïnk well 
of it, the matter shall rest, although, if God gîve no relief, you and I 
will repent ît" 

" We will so do, if it please God," quoth the good Chevalier ; " but 
I pray you, my lord, give me the worthy who would contrive this fine 
master-piece, and if I do not hâve hîm hanged within an hour, may I 
be so in hîs place ! " 




" No, my Lord of Bayard," the Duke answered ; " I havc assured him 
of his persan, but I intend to send liim back again." 

And so he dld, as soon as he had returned to his palace. 

I know not what the man did nor what hc said, wben he came beforc 
the Pope ; but he succeeded in none of his undcrtakings. Thus he 
remained always about the person of the Pope, who was sorc vexed 
that he could find no means to get the better of his affairs. 

He stayed for some tinie longer at Mirandola and în tho ncighbour- 
hood ; then he retired to Bologna, and quartcred hîs arniy in garrisons 
around Modena. About this season, the Duke of Urbino, lus ncphcH-, 
who had always been a good Frenchman, and who was miglitily dis- 
pleased at the war, which the Pope had declarcd against the King nf 
France, killed the Cardinal of Pavia, Legate at Bologna, wh» govcrncd 



HiSTORV OF Bavard. 259 

the Pope cntircly ; thc latter was very grcatly angered at his dcath, but 
he was forccd to abate his resentment. 

The occasion of this crime was that it was reported to the said Duke 
of Urbino that the Cardinal of Pavia had said to the Pojx: that the 
Duke was more a servant of the French than of him, and that every 
day he gave them information concerning his govemment. That may 
well hâve helped thereto, but thc chief cause was that this Cardinal of 
Pavia had been the first who had advised the Pope to begin the war. 
He was paid for it in ill coin. 

I will leave this taie and will tell of ail that took place during two 
years in Italy. 



S 2 




Passage of ibe Piave by the French Army. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

Conceming many events wfiich took place in Ilaly during two ycars, 

S^NASMUCH as this hïstory îs chiefly founded on the 
virtues and deeds of prowess of the good Chevalier 
sans peur et sans reproche, I will leave many events 
to unravel thcmselves, because they arc not required to 
be set forth herein. Neverthelcss I will relate generally 
that which took place in Italy during two years, even 
up to tlie death of the good Lord of Chauniont, Governor 
of Milan, to which governnient succeeded the noble 
Duke of Nemours, Gaston de Foîx. 
The Emperor again demanded assistance of the King of France for 
the conquest of Friuli, which the Venctîans held. This is a very fair 
and excellent country, and thereby entrance is made into Germany in 
two or three places and also from one end into Slavonia. His rcquest 
was grantcd, and the said lord wrote to his lieutenant-gencral, the said 
Lord of Chaumont, to scnd the Lord of La Palisse to the said country 
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of Friuli, accompanied by two hundred men-at-arms and eîght thousand 
footmen ; and this was donc. So he went thcre with a great number of 
noble captains, both of horse and foot You may believe he did not 
leave bchind thc good Chevalier, his perfect friend. 

They found the army of the Emperor at Verona, and marched with 
it. At that time, and in this same army, there was a lieutenant of the 
Emperor, a German gentleman, who was named Messer George of 
Lîchtenstein. They marched forward boldly, and went to besiege Trevîso ; 
but they did nothing there ; moreover, in the approaches was killed 
a gallant gentleman, the Lord of Lorges, who was then lieutenant of 
Captain Bonnet, who commanded a thousand foot-soldiers. In his place 
his young brother was chosen, who has since done some gallant deeds. 
From that town they journeyed as far as the bank of a river called the 
Piave, which divideth Friuli from the district of Treviso, and a bridge 
was made over it on boats. The good Chevalier and the Captain 
Fontrailles passed to the further side with their troops. 

Now for a short time past, the good Chevalier had held under his 
charge a hundred men-at-arms, whom the King of France had presented 
to the noble Duke of Lorraine, on condition that the good Chevalier 
should lead them as his lieutenant. And indeed the good prince asked 
nothing more, for in ail the world he could not hâve found a 
better leader. 

Thus thèse two valiant captains, with some Germans, came before 
Grandisca and also before Gorizzia, which lie on the confines of 
Slavonia ; the Venetians, however, possessed them. Thèse places were 
takcn, and put into the hands of the Emperor. Then they retumed to 
the camp, where they found the Lord of La Palisse who had remained 
for a long time without doing anything important, by reason of the cvil 
behaviour of the Emperor*s men. 

Never did poor soldiers suffer so much misfortune, for they were six 
days together without eating bread or drinking wine. And other wants 
enough they had on this unlucky campaign, so that the King of France 
lost therein more than four thousand foot-soldiers by sickness and mis- 
chance, and more than a hundred men-at-arms. Among others there 
were about two thousand five hundred Grisons there, who, when bread 
failed them, ate a quantity of grapes, for this was the month of Sep- 
tember. Dysentery seized them, so that they died a hundred a day. 
And it was a very strange thing that, out of two thousand five hundred 
men, when they came back to their own country, there were but two. 
The one made the captain, and the other- bore the ensign carricd 
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by serjeants of companies to order their men ; they remained at 
Friuli. 

In short, of ail the men that the Lord of La Palisse had brought 
with him, he could not hâve sent into the field in good health, three 
hundred mounted men-at-arms, nor three thonsand foot When he saw 
this misfortune, he desired to withdraw ; but the Emperor's people did 
not approve thereof, and there were high words bctwcen them. Nevcr- 
theless, he went as far as a place called St. Boniface. This is the 
village where în the preceding year the Venetians had held thcir 
camp 30 long. 

There they sojoumcd some short time, during which the Lord du Ru, 
a Bui^undian, while he was on his way to vîsit a castle which the 




l.angijucncl Mirauding. 

Emperor had given hïni, was captured by some Aibanians bclonging to 
the Seignioric of Vcnicc. It was said that the Lord Murcurio, who 
was likcwise în the service of the said Emperor, had given him this fall, 
because lie was striving for the place Hke the other. I do but relate 
that thus it happcned therein. 

The Lord Jean-Jacques, during thèse two years, with the army of tlie 
King of France, reconquered Mirandola, and drove back the army of 
the Pope as far as Uologna, before which town it was defeated without 
taking sword in hand. The Pope cven thought to be captured thcrcin. 
Never was seen so grcat a disaster for the army, for ail their baggage 
was Icft there, artillery, tcnts, and paviMons. And there was many a 
Frcnchnian who alone brought in as prisoners five or six of the Pope's 
nicn-at-arms. Among others a man with a woodcn leg, named La 
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Baume, had three tied together. It was a terrible defeat and gallantly 
executed. The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche gained sur- 
passing honour that day, for he led the first skirmishers. And the 
Lord Jean-Jacques paid him thîs tribute on the evening of the defeat, 
during supper, to say that, aifter God, the Lord of Bayard ought to 
hâve the honour of the victory. Now there werc many valiant captains 
présent when hc uttered thèse words, vvho were men of such wisdom 
and virtue that he would not hâve spokcn thcm if there had not becn 
great reason for it 

On the retum of the French, the noble Duke of Nemours visitcd the 
Duke and Duchess of Ferrara, vvho received him with great joy. Many 
banquets were given in his honour according to the custom of the 
country, for the noble Duchess was passing well acquainted with the 
fashion thcreof While he was there, a combat took place between 
two Spaniards, which I will now relate. 




"Yield, Sanla-Crui:, or you die." 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 



How iwo Spaniards fought (o llie dealh in ihe toun of Fcrrara. How, iht gocwi Lord ol 
Chaumont having dicd, thy noble Duke of Nemours look thc command of the ariiiy. 
How a famous astrologcr wjs consulled, and conccrning an advcnture of thc Captain 
Jacquin, 



pN the very day that tliia noble Duke of Nemours arrived 
at Ferrara, thc Baron of lîéarii said to liini that, if 
he pleased, hc could hâve the diversion to witness a 
mortal combat betwcen two Spaniardïi, of whom the 
one called himself thc Captaln Santa-Cruz, and had 
been Colonel of the footmen of the Pope, while thc 
othcr was named the Captain Avezcdo, who liad 
also held sonie command of the said footmen. Thc 
cause of thcir combat was that the said Avezcdo dcclarcd that thc 
Captain Santa-Cniz had sought to kill hini basely and by treachery, 
and that therefore he would figlit him. Thc othcr answered that it was 
a lie, and he was ready to défend himself Whcrefore the said Avezedo 
had conie to Fcrrara to présent himself to the Duke of Nemours, in 
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order to beg thc latter to grant hini the lists,* which be did, after the 
Baron of Béam had informcd hini of the mattcr. 

So Avezedo, well plcased to bc assured of a meeting, incontinently 
sent Word thereof to his enemy Santa-Cruz, who made no long delay. 
While his coming was awaited, the lists were raised before the palace ; 
and after the arrivai of Santa-Cruz, who came well attended (for he had 
a Company of full a hundred horse, among whom the most important 
man, and he who had been chosen to be his second, was Don Pedro 
d'Acunha, a Knight of Rhodes and Prior of Messina, and beside hîm, 
Don Francis of Beaumont, who shortly before had left the ser\'ice of 
the King of France, and others), for two days Santa-Cruz was busy 
making ready his arms. Then upon a Tuesday, about an hour after 
noon, they entered the lists. 

First came in the challenger, that is Avezedo, with the Lord Federigo 
de Bozzolo, of the house of Gonzagues, whom he had chosen for his 
second. As yet he knew not how his adversary was prepared, nor with 
what weapons he desired to fight. Nevertheless, as a well-advised 
knight, he was furnished with ail he needed as a man-at-arms, as a 
light horseman, and on foot,^ in ail ways in which he could imagine 
a man would fight. 

Shortly after his entry, the Prior of Messina comes towards him, 
bearing two steel caps.^ two fine-edged rapiers, and two poniards, and 
thèse he presented to the Lord Avezedo for him to choose therefrom. 
He took that which he needed ; and this done, Santa-Cruz entered the 
lists. Then they both fell on thcir knees to make their prayers 
to God. 

After this, they were felt over by the seconds, to make sure they 
had no armour under their clothes. 

That done, every man Icft the lists, so that there remained no one 
save the two conibatants, thcir two seconds, and the good Chevalier 
sans peur et sans reproche, who, at the instance of the Duke of Ferrara, 
and to do him the greater honour (and also because there was no man 
in the world of bettcr understanding in such matters), was appointed 
master and warden of the lists. 

Then the herald began to raise his cry, such as it is the custom to 
do in such cases: that no man should make any sign, or spit, or 

' Afin de lui faire donner le camp. 

^ Kn homme d*armes, à la genettc et à pied. That is, prepared to fight in any way ihc 
defender, who had the choice of arms, might prefer. 
' Secrètes. 
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cough, or do aught else by which either of the said combatants might 
receive warning. 

That donc, the adversaries advanced against each other. Avezedo 
took his rapier in his right hand, and in the other his poniard. But 
Santa-Cruz kept his dagger in its sheath and only grasped his rapier. 
Now you can imagine that the fight was indeed deadly, for they had 
no armour on them to protect them. 

Right vvarily they dealt a number of blows, and each man possessed 
firm foot and a quick eye ; and good nced he had of them. Now, 
after many passes, Santa-Cruz made a dangerous thrust, straight at the 
face, which Avezedo skilfully warded with his rapier. Then, as the 
latter came down again, with his sword he slashed Santa-Cruz ail the 
length of his thigh right down to the bonc, and straightway the blood 
spouted forth in great quantity. 

Nevertheless, Santa-Cruz endeavoured to step forward to avenge 
himself, but he fell. Then Avezedo, seeîng him on the ground, full of 
joy approached his enemy, and said to him in his own language : " Yield 
thee, Santa-Cruz, or I will slay thce ! " 

The other, however, answercd nothing; but sat up, grasping bis 
sword in his hand, and proclaiming his resolution to die rather than 
surrender. 

Then Avezedo said to him, " Stand up then, Santa-Cruz ; I will 
never strike you in this position." 

Thereupon he became reckless as a man in despair. With the high 
courage he possessed, he raiscd himself and made two stcps forward. 
hoping to pierce his man, who recoiled a little, bcating down his blow. 
Santa-Cruz fell for the second timc, almost with face to earth ; and 
Avezedo had his sword raised to eut off his hcad, as he could easily 
hâve donc had he wished, but he held his blow. 

For ail that, Santa-Cruz refused to yield. 

The Duchess of Ferrara, with whom was the noble Duke of Nemours, 
with clasped hands prayed the latter to cause them to be parted.* He 
answered : ** Madam, I would willingly do so for my love of you ; but 
honestly I cannot nor ought to make prayer to the victor against 



reason." 



Santa-Cruz was losing ail his blood, and if he had remained therc 

* This prayer, like many other passages of this history, falsities the réputation for 
cruelty which roniantic Hterature has created for Lucretia Borgia, for tbis Duchess of 
Kerrara was she. The Duke of Nemours used to wear a scarf of her colours, as a mark 
of his admiration. 
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a little longer he would hâve been dead, past ail cure. Wherefore the 
Prior of Messina, wbo was his second, came to the Captain Avezedo, 
and said to him : " Lord Avezedo, I know well the courage of the 
Captain Santa-Cruz, that he would die rather than give in. But, seeing 
that he has no power in the matter, I surrender on his behalf." 

Thus Avezedo remained victorious ; so he threw himself upon his knees 
and vcry humbly thanked our Lord. 

Forthwith a surgeon came, who staunched the wound of Santa-Cruz, 
and his men took him in their arms and carried him out of the lists, 
together with his wcapons ; Avezedo sent to demand thèse, but they 
would not give them up. So he came and complained to the Duke of 
Fcrrara, who told the matter to the good Chevalier, and the latter had 
the commission to go and say to Santa-Cruz, that if he would not 
surrender his arms as a dcfcatcd man, the Duke would cause him to be 
carried back to the lists, vvhcrc his wound should be unsewn, and he 
should be placed in the state in which his enemy had left him when 
his second had surrendered on his behalf. When he saw that com- 
pulsion was put upon him, he delivcrcd his arms to the good Chevalier, 
who, as the law allowed it, gave them to the Lord Avezedo ; and the 
latter, with trumpcts and clarions, was conducted to the abode of the 
Lord Duke of Nemours. There he was treatcd with great honour, but 
afterwards he made the French an evil return, which was gross baseness 
on his part. 

A short time before this thcre had been anothcr combat at Parma, 
betwcen two Spaniards ; the one namcd the Lord Pcralte, who had 
formerly been in the service of the King of France, and who was killed 
by a falcon-shot at the camp of La Fosse during the time when the 
Lord Jean-Jacques was driving back the army of the Pope. The other 
was the Captain Aldano. 

Their combat was on horscback, after the fashion of light cavalry, the 
arms being rapicr, poniard, and three javclins apiece in the hand, and a 
buckler. The second of Pcralte was a Spaniard, and the noble Captain 
Molart was the second of Aldano. It had snowed so much that their 
meeting took place in the square of Parma, where they had the snow 
bankcd up, and there were no other barriers save the snow. 

Each of the combatants right well performed his devoir ; and in the 
end the Lord of Chaumont, who had appointed the lists, made them 
départ with cqual honour to both. 

The Venetians at this time came and laid siège to Verona, where 
was the Lord du Plessis on behalf of the King of France, who hcld the 
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place in pledge for certain moneys he had lent to the Empcror. How- 
ever, they achieved nothing, and the Lord of Chaumont, govemor of 
Milan, marched and raised the siège. The army of the Pope and the 
Spanîsh also came and besieged Bologna, but that siège was raised in 
like manner, and the enemy retired into the Romagna. 

Some time afterwards, at a place called Correggio, the good Lord of 
Chaumont passed from life to death, that noble knight, who, for the 
space of ten or tvvelve years, had so safely guarded Lombardy for his 
master the King of France. 

He was in his lifetime a wise, virtuous, and prudent lord, of great 
vigilance, and fully understanding his duties. Death seized him some- 
what early, for, at the time of his decease, he was but thirty-eight 
years of âge, and he was not twenty-five when he was given the 
government of the Duchy of Milan. May God of His grâce grant him 
pardon, for he was an honest man ail his life ! ^ 

Shortly afterwards, the King of France sent into Italy the Lord of 
Longueville, his Lîeutenant-General, who took a new oath of fealty from 
ail those who held the towns and strong places of the Duchy of Milan, 
to the King his master and his eldest daughter the Lady Claude of 
France. He stayed there some days and then returned ; and after that 
there was but brief delay before the noble Duke of Nemours was made 
Lieutenant-General in like manner as the said latc Lord of Chaumont 
had bcen. He rcmaincd not long in this dignity. for death seized him, 
which was a great loss to ail nobility. 

Near the end of the ycar 151 1, towards Christmas. a large body of 
Swiss made an incursion, and wcrc opposed b\' the said Duke of 
Nemours and a certain number of men. But hc was not in sufficicnt 
power to meet them in the ficld, because the grcatcr part of his 
soldiers were in threatened garrisons, such as Verona. Bologna, and 
others. 

Every day skirmishes took place. Nevertheless the Frcnch were 
driven back within Milan, and the same day the Lord of Conti, captain 
of a hundred men-at-arms, made a foray, in which he did not get the 
better, for he lost eight or ten men-at-arms, and was himself severely 
wounded, so much so that when carried into the town of Milan he died. 

The ncxt day the good Chevalier sans jKnir et sans rej^roche, who 

* The praisos so complaccntly bestowcd by the Loyal Serviteur upon De Chaumont 
cannot be assented to. His relationship with the Cardinal d'Amboise had raised him to 
the highest rank ; his prodijjality, his bad administration, and his incapacity in war showed 
that this favouritism was little deservcd. 
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had been his grcat conirade and friend, avenged hini well, for he took 
thc field and defeated five hundred Swiss at thc vcry place wherc the 
said Lord of Conti had rcceived his death-wound. 

Thc Swiss rcmaincd bcfore Milan for a fcw days, but supplies failed 
them, whereforc they vvcrc constrained to corne to sonie truce and to 
withdraw from the place. 

The said truce was made by their Captain-Gcneral who had led them 
down, and who was named the Baron de Saxe, with the Duke of 
Nemours at a place near Milan called Sant An^elo. So the said Swiss 
retumed home, but this incursion did ^reat damage in the Duchy, for 
they burned fifteen or twenty large villages. 

Shortly afterwards the said Duke of Nemours, having heard that the 
army of Spain was approaching Bologna to besiege it, marched to a 
village near to Ferrara, named Finale, where he assembled the whole 
army, and took up his position in the neighbourhood. 

While the said army was marching straight for this Finale, the noble 
Duke of Nemours passed by a small town, called Carpi, in company 
with the greater number of his captains, including those in whom he 
had most trust and whom he loved best. He sojourned there two days, 
and, together with his companions, was exceeding well received by the 
lord of the said town, who was esteemed to be a man of great know- 
ledge as well both in Greek as in Latin 1 itérât ure. He was cousin- 
german to Pic of Mirandola, and called himself Albert of Mirandola, 
Count of Carpi. 

On the evening of the arrivai of the said Duke of Nemours, thc 
Count supped with him and the French captains ; and at the supper 
there was much discourse, and, among other things, concerning a certain 
astrologer, whom some persons called a seer, and who lived in this 
town of Carpi. In truth it was mar\x-ll()us what he said concerning 
things past without ever having had knowledge thereof ; and moreover, 
what was more difficult, he spake of things to come. 

There is naught so certain as that ail true Christians ought to hold 
that God only can know things future. But this astrologer of Carpi 
hath uttered so many sayings, and to divers sorts of men, which hâve 
since happened, that he hath set many persons a-thinking. 

When the noble Duke of Nemours had heard speak of him, just as 
ail young men long to see novelties. he begged the Count to send for 
him ; which he did. The astrologer came forthwith ; he might he of 
the âge of sixty or thereabouts, a spare man of moderate stature. 

The Duke of Nemours oflercd him his hand, and asked him in 
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Italian how he fared, and the other answered vcry civilly. Divers 
matters were touched upon, and among others he was asked by the 
Lord of Nemours if the Viceroy of Naples and the Spanish would 
await battle. He said yes, and that, on his life, it would take place on 
Good Friday or Easter-Day, and would be very bloody. 

The question was asked him, who would gain it ? 

He answered thèse very words: "The field will remain in possession 
of the French, and the Spanish will sustain the heaviest and most 
grievous loss that they hâve suffered for a hundred years past. The 
French, however, will gain but little, for they will lose many men of 
worth and honour, wherein will be great disadvantage." 

He spake marvels. Then the Lord of La Palisse asked him whether 
he should fall in this battle. The other answered no, that he would 
live twelve years more at least, but would be killed in another battle. 
He gave the like answer to the Lord of Imbercourt, while he told the 
Captain Richebourg that he would stand in péril of death by lightning. 
In short, there were but few men in the company who did not enquire 
conceming their destiny. 

The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche was standing by and 
laughing at the affaîr, when the noble Duke of Nemours said to him : 
**My dear Lord of Bayard, I pray you ask our master hcre a little 
concerning your future." 

" By no mcans ought I to ask it," he answered, " for I am assured it 
will never be anything great ; but sincc you are so pleased, I am ready 
to do so.*' 

So he began to say to the astrologer : " Our good master, tell me, I 
pray you, if I shall some day be a very rich man ? " 

He answered : " Thou wilt be rich in honour and in virtue as much 
as captain ever was in France, but of the gifts of fortune thou shalt 
hâve but little ; therefore seek them not. Moreovcr, I would apprise 
thee that thou shalt serve another King of France, aftcr him who now 
reigneth and whom thou servest, and he shall love thee and csteem 
thee highly. But the envious will stand in thy way so that lie will 
never give thee great benefits, or raise thee to the honours thou wilt 
hâve deserved. Nevertheless, be assured that the fault will not proceed 
from him." ^ 

^ This was the second attempt to rcad Bayard's future, for Champicr has prcserv'cd his 
horoscope, which is herc givcn in ail its obscurity. "The nativity of the noble Bayard, 
according as the learned astrologer Julius Firniicus has describcd it, and according to 
his complexion as I hâve known it, can be thus described. In the ascendant Aquarius, 
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"And conceming this battle which you say wîll be so bloody, shall I 
escape therefrom ? ** 

** Yes," said he ; " but thou wilt die in war, within twelvc years at the 
latcst, and thou shalt be slain by artillcry ; for in no othcr way shalt 
thou end thy days, because thou art too well bcloved of thosc who arc 
under thy charge, who for their life would not leave thee in péril." 

In short, it was a véritable farcemcnt of questions that each nian put 
to him. Hc observed, that among ail the captains the Duke of 
Nemours showed great friendship to the Lord of La Palisse and the 
good Chevalier. So he drew thèse two aside, and said to theni in his 
own language, *' My Lords, I see that you hâve a great love for this 
noble prince hère, who is your leader ; and well doth he deserve it, for 
his face marvellously showeth his noble nature. Take good care of him 
on the day of the battle, for he is in péril of falling there. If he 
escape then, he will be one of the greatest and niost eminent persons 
who ever came out of France ; but I find great difficulty for him to 
escape. Wherefore give good heed thereto, for I am willing that you 
should eut pff my head if ever man was in so great hazard of death as 
he will be." 

Ah ! cursed be the hour which he foretold so truly ! 

The good Prince of Nemours asked with laughter, ** What doth he 
tell you, my lords ? " 

The good Chevalier made answer as he changed the discourse : " My 
lord, it is my Lord of La Palisse who hath put him a question, seeking 
to know if he is as much beloved of Refuge * as Viverols is. The seer 
sayeth no ; wherewith he is not well pleased.** 

At this merry speech my Lord of Nemours began to laugh, and 
thought no more of the matter 

In the meanwhile an adventurer among the Company came up. onc 



Mars, Mercury, \'cnus. In the second housc, Sol in Pisces. In the fifth, Luna in Gemini, 
lu the seventh, Jupiter in Léo. In the ninth, Saturn in Libni. This nativity Julius 
Firmicus declarcth to niean : A nian of fair and pleasant speech, of an exceeding tine 
talent, one who is capable to do ail things. And to him nothing is impossible which is 
within human i)ower." At the head of this horosco{)e are found some détails concerning 
liayard's parents. ** The father, Naynie Terrail, of very large stature and well-formcd 
in his hmbs ; the mother, Hélène des AUemans, small, simple of heart, and of 
noble courage. The grandfather, l'ierre Terrail, had under Charles VI. and 
Charles VII. done such feats of arms, that hc had bcen called the Terrail sword (lVp<5c 
Terrail).** 

* Unknown. Perhaps a woman, but probably a man, as onc of that name will be found 
among the sl.iin at Kavenna. [Not so ; but the family du Refuge is mentioned on 
page 398.] 

T 
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who was saîd to be a brave soldier, but somewhat dissolute, and who 
was called Jacquin Caumont ; he carried some ensign in the bands of 
the Captain Molart He sought to hâve entertainment like the others, 
and coming to the astrologer, he drew him aside and began with thèse 
words : ** Come hère, you villain ! tell me my good fortune." 

The other felt insulted, and answered in anger: "Avaunt! I will tell 
thee nothing, and thou hast lied in that which thou didst call me." 

There were many gentlemen in his présence, and they said to Jacquin, 
" Captain, you are wrong ; you would fain draw some diversion from 
him, and you insuit him." 

Then, little by little, the captain came back, and spoke much more 
softiy, saying to him, **My good master, if I hâve spoken some foolish 
Word, I pray thee pardon me." And he said so much that he appeased 
him again, and then showed him his hand, for the said astrologer 
judged by the face and the hands. When he had seen Jacquin's hand, 
he said to him in his own tongue, " I pray thee ask me nothing, for 
I wilI not tell thee aught of value." 

Ail the Company that was there set themselves a-laughing, and 
Jacquin, sorely vexed at the laughter of the others, said again to the 
astrologer, " It is ail one ; tell me what it is." 

When the latter found himself so pressed, he asked, ** Dost thou 
désire to know conceming thy fate?" 
Yes," said Jacquin. 

Then take thought for thy soûl in good timc/* said tlic astroloi^er, 
" for ère three months be past, thou shalt be hant^ed by the ncck." 

Whereupon his listeners laughed most merrily. and would ncver hâve 
imagined that the case would happen ; for there was no appearance 
thereof, because the captain was in good crédit among the fcx^t-soldicrs, 
and also they thought the master had spoken thus because Jacquin 
had insulted him at the beginning. But there was nothini:^ so truc. 
and, as it is said in a common proverb. ** He who is to hang cannot 
be drowned," I will tell you of an adventure that bcfell him. 

Two or three days after this, the Duke of Nemours arrived at Finale. 
which is a large village, through the middle whereof passcth a good 
deep canal, which falleth into the Po ; and there was a wcx>dcn bridge 
for Crossing from the one side to the other. Ever}' day more than a 
hundred barges arrived in this canal, having come from Ferrani, and 
bringing ail manner of provisions for the French. 

It happened one day, when Jacquin had supped exceeding well, that 
about nine o'clock at night, he came, accompanied by a numbcr of 
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torches and Swiss drunis, to thc quarters of niy Lord of Molart, his 
captain. He was clad in full armour, and mounted upon a very fine 
courser, in fashion like a Saint George. For by means of his pay and 
pillage he was right well clothed, and possessed three or four excellent 
horses, as he hoped, after the war was over, to be enroUed among the 
Free Companics. Whcn my Lord of Molart saw him in this state, and 
perceived what hour it was, he began to laugh, knowing well that the 
malmesey had somewhat confuscd his brain. So he said, " How now, 
Captain Jacquin ! do you intend to abandon the pike.'^"^ 

" Not so, my lord," quoth he ; " but, I pray you, lead me to the 
lodging of my Lord of Nemours, and let him see me in his présence 
break this lance I carry, so that he may know whether a bush-leaper 
will not ride a course as well as a jade-straddler." ^ 

The Captain Molart saw well that the matter was worth carrying 
through to the end, and that the Lord Duke of Nemours and ali the 
Company could get some diversion therefrom. So he conducted Jacquin, 
who passed proudly on horseback over the wooden bridge that crossed 
the canal, for the foot-men were lodged on one side and the horsemen 
on the other. 

Now, when he had come in front of the quarters of the Prince, the 
Duke of Nemours, being already apprised of the affair, had descended 
from his apartment, together with the company that was with him, in 
order to take their diversion therein. When they reached the street, 
Jacquin, who was better furnished with wine than with aught else (there 
were plcnty of torches, so that one saw as at full midday), set his lance 
in rcst. 

Then the Duke of Nemours called out to him, *' Captain Jacquin, is 
it for love of your lady, or for love of me, that you would break 
this lance ? " 

Hc answercd, using the name of God after the fashion of the adven- 
turers, that it was for love of him, and that he (Jacquin) was a man to 
ser\'e the King both on foot and horseback. Then he lowered his visor. 
and made his charge indifferently well, but he had not skill enough to 
break his lance ; again he ran a course, but with a like success, and 
then a third and fourth time. When it was seen that he did nothing, 
he wearied the company and they left him there. 

Well or ill as he had acquitted himself, he .set off to retum to his 

* That is, Icave thc infantr>' for thc cavalry. 

* Si un sduti'buisson ne courra pas un bois aussi bien qu'une haridelle ; saute-buisson 
and haridelle (a jade) bein^ mutual nicknames for a foot and horse-soldier. 
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quarters at a good pace. He had chafed his horse exceedingly, and so 
that the animal was continually curvetting as he went ; added to which 
he did not ride hîm well, using the spur vvithout cause, in such way 
that when he was on this wooden bridge, hc kept ever tickling him. 
There had been a light shower, so that, the horse making a little leap, 
his four feet slipped from under him. Thereupon man and horse fell 
înto the canal, where there was at the least half a spear's length of 
water. Those who were in his company shouted " Help ! help ! " 

From above no one could give him aîd, for this canal was built like 
a ditch with a vat-shaped bottom, and, save for the grcat number of 
barges that were there, one could not hâve seen hand or foot. The 
horse freed himself from his rider, and swam for more than a half- 
quarter of an hour before he could find means to escape. At last he 
found himself a^ a place which had been made low for the purpose of 
watering horses, and he saved himself. The Captain Jacquin, the 
valiant man-at-arms, floundered about in the water for a long time, but 
at last, as if by a miracle, he was rescued and fished out by the men 
on the barges, but more dead than alive. 

He was straightway stripped of his armour and hanged up by the 
feet, in which position he in a short time vomîted from the mouth two 
or three bucketsful of water, and he remained more than six hours 
without speaking. However, the physicians of my Lord of Nemours 
came to see him, and he was so well treated that, within two days, hc 
was as full of heaith and gay as ever. 

There is no need to ask if he was laughed at in double peals by his 
fcllow-adventurers, for one said to him, " Ho, Captain Jacquin ! will 
you remember some other time to ride a tilt at ninc o'clock at night 
in wintcr t " 

Anothcr said, " It is stîll far better to be a bush-leaper than a jadc- 
straddler ; *tis not so far to fall." 

In short, he was twitted as he deserved ; but that causcth me not so 
much wonder as that he was rescued from the canal, although he was 
fully armed. And it is this that hath made me set down the incident 
in this history in connection with the astrologer of Carpi, who had told 
him he would be hanged by the neck, as he was on the Tuesday 
after Easter following, which had been the fierce day of Ravcnna, as 
you will hear. 

While the noble Duke of Nemours was at Finale, ever awaiting some 
news of the enemy, one day among others he set forth and made a 
visît to the Duke and Duchess of Ferrara in thcir town, who, if they 
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had shown liim good chccr in thc past, showcd him still better now. 
He abode therc fivc or six days, wîth joyous and virtuous diversion, and 
on his return hc wore the colours of the Duchcss, which werc grey and 
black. Thcn he came back to his camp, whcri; he reccived certain 
news that, unless rclieved, thc town of Bologna and those within it were 
lost Wherofore hc assemblcd ail his captains to consult It was 
detcrmîncd ,to march and raisc the siège. It was far from good ridtng, 
a:t it is wont to be at the end of January; neverthcless he set out from 
Finale, and took his route straight for Bolc^na. 

During his expédition a great misfortunc happcncd, for the town of 
Brcscia was retakcn by the Vcnetians, as you shall hear. 




The Ciptain Jicquin fallto iaio the Water. 




CHAPTER XXXVII. 



How Messer Andrea Gritti, Proveditore of the Seigniorie of Veniec, with the aid of Ihe 
Count Louis Avogador, relook ihe town of Brcscia. 



î HE Venctîans were striving day by day. among othcr 
thingb, to find nieans to place once more into the 
É awM^^fï hands of the Seigniorie the town of Brescia, which is 
' Jss^^^Sjllf ont. of the fairest citics of Europe, and one' of the 
stronge^t, being suppHed with ail provisions one could 
désire to sustain nature. Within it so many fair fountains 
spring, that it is a true terrestrial paradise. Tiiere 
arc threc valleys which, running between the mountains, 
join at the said town ; of thèse one cometh froin Germany, and the two 
others from between the country of Friuli and Venice. Thcy arc called 
the Camonica valley, the Tropî valley, and the Zobî valley ; and by 
any one of thèse three can relief be thrown into the town, \shich «as 
then held by the soldiers of the King of France. At that time the 
Lord du Lude was the governor thereof, and the captain of the castle 
was a gentleman of the Basque country, namcd Hcrigay. 
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The great désire the Venetians had to retake Brescia was not without 
a foundation of reason, for by that means they eut off the supplies of 
the force in Verona, and laughed at the attenipts of those who sought 
to come from Milan and revictual the place. They vvere unable, how- 
ever, to find means to regain the tovvn, or even to surprise its defenders, 
without having communication with some person of importance within 
the walls. But although the inhabitants vvere attached to Saint Mark 
no man dared venture his person, because the late Lord of Conti and 
the good Chevalier, in punishment for a surprise that had bcen plotted 
against them a short time before, had beheaded a man who was one of 
the most notable men of the town, and of the highest family, named 
the Count Jean-Marie de Martinengo, who was the head of the con- 
spiracy, while many other persons were imprisoned in France. Never- 
theless, the devil, foe to ail human repose, determined to make use of 
his science, and proceeded to sow a dissension in the said town between 
two great houses, the one the house of Gambro, the other Avogador ; 
the former, however, was in much higher favour with the French. 

One day a quarrel arose between two of the sons of the Count 
Gambro and the Count Louis Avogador, in such sort that the son of 
Gambro, who had many retainers with him, outrageously wounded the 
other. The said Count Louis Avogador could not hâve found means of 
revenge, for might was not on his side in the town. So he had 
betaken himself to Milan, and for some time had audience of the Duke 
of Nemours, in order to gct justice and réparation in the matter. The 
good Prince acceded to his request, and ordered commissions to take 
information of the affair, with a view to give each side its desertïî. I 
know not how the matter went, but in the end nothing further was 
done ; whereupon, like a man unjustly outraged without power to right 
the affair, he grew desperate, and resolved to return to his natural lord. 
So, under pretence of making a visit of eight or ten days to an estate 
of his, he comes right to Venice, into the présence of the Doge and the 
Seigniorie, to incite them to recapture and get into their hands again 
the good town of Ikescia. For which purpose he set forth the means 
that they should use, and which for the time came to a successful 
issue. 

No need to ask if he was welcomed, for the said tovvn of Brescia was 
the darling daughter of Saint Mark.^ For three or four days he was 
feasted like a king, during which time they came to a conclusion in 

' La tiL:liuola de San- Marco. 
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theîr business. Then a promise was made liim that, upon a day chosen 
and appointed by them, without fail Messer Andréa Gritti vvould présent 
himself before the town with seven or eight thousand soldiers, without 
reckoning the villeins of the hills/ who would corne down, and that in 
the meanwhile he should gain over persons in the town and make his 
préparations. So he went and secretly gained over and won to his 
party the greater part of the inhabitants. 

The Lord du Lude had not too much confidence in them, and kept 
good watch every day ; but he was very ill provided with men to 
défend himself against the people, if they had been ill-disposed, as in 
fact ail or the greater number were. 

For, five or six days afterwards, one morning at dawn, the Venetians 
came to one of the gâtes, which they found lined with men ready to 
défend it ; and thèse sounded the alarm. The Lord du Ludc forthwith 
drew up his men for an attack in that direction (as he bclieved). But, 
while they amused the French at the gâte, a part of the cnemy brokc 
through a certain iron grating, by which the filth of the town escapcd, 
and began to enter in, shouting " Marco ! Marco ! '* At the same time 
the Count Louis Avogador showed himself, with ail those of his faction, 
so that the whole town might hâve been seen in arms. 

When the poor Lord du Lude perceived he was betrayed, he sounded 
the retreat for his men, and, in the best way hc could, withdrew with 
them to the castle ; but ail the horses, harness, and apparel wcrc icft 
behind. The Countcss Gambro, who was French, and ail those who 
belonged to the party of the King of France, also sought refuge thcrc. 
Meanwhile the gâtes were opened, and the Lord Messer Andréa Gritti 
admitted. Then a great calamity happened, for ail the French who 
were found in the place were eut to pièces, without a single one being 
granted quarter ; however, they made amcnds for it afterwards, as you 
will see. 

The first thing the Count Louis Avogador caused to be done, when 
he saw his power, was to go to the houses of the Gambro family, which 
he caused to be ail wrecked and destroyed. The Proveditore, Messer 
Andréa Gritti, knew well that it was not the strongest position to hâve 
possession of the town, if he had not the castle ; for from the latter 
the other could be easily retaken. He sent by a trumpetcr to demand 
surrender forthwith, but he lost his trouble, for it was too well furnished 
with gallant chivalry. Nevertheless, the provisions could not hâve lasted 

^ Les vilains des montagnes ; the labourers on the estâtes on the hills. 
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long for the numbers that had gone in. Besidcs, thc Proveditore had 
battered the place soundly, and a grcat breach would hâve becn madc 
therein, Morcover, he proniptty liad t«o machines built, lîkc a crâne, so 
as to draw near to the stronghold, and thèse carricd each a hundred men 
abrea.st. In short, thcy did ail it was possible to do to take the castic. 

The I-ord du Ludc and thc Captain Hcrigay, sore dismaycd at thîs 
trcason, dcspatchcd a man to tlie Duke of Nemours, who was gonc with 
ail hÎ3 power to Bologna, to înform him of their unhappy condition, and 
also that, if they received no aid within eight days, they wcre lost. 

Although ail thc ways wcre guardcd, the messenger slipped through, 
and made so good .speed that he arrivcd before Bologna the very day 
that the noble Duke had raised the siège and relieved the town with 
men and provisions. The letters were prescnted to him, and the good 
Prince openod and read them. Hc was astoundcd indccd whcn he 
Icamed the jxiril of Brescia, for, after the castic of Milan, it was the 
most important stronghold that the Frcnch had in Italy. 

So thc captains wcrc assembled, and they rcsolved with one accord, 
that they ought to rcturn with ail specd and recapture thc town, if 
possible ; nor was that dîffîcult to exécute, providcd the castic had net 
fallen. This décision takcn. thcre was no more ado, but evcry man 
girded up his amiour and set forth upon thc road. 





CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



Of ihe grcat diligence shown by thc noble Duke of Neniours in order to recapturc lîrcscia, 
and how he defeatcd the Captain-General of the Veneliiins and fivc or six thousand 
n the road. 



* H EN Messcr Andréa Gritti was lord and mastcr of 
the town of Breiicia and had laid sicge to the 
castle, as you liave heard, he did not rest satisfied 
with that much. But inasinuch as hc knew wcll that, 
as soon as the Duke of Nemours, who had gone to 
raise the siège of Bo!ogna, was infornicd of the state 
of affairs, he would promptly return (whereby, uniess 
thc Provcditore found himself in strength in thc town 
and aiso powerful enough to fight in the open, hc would bc in danger 
of dcfeat^, he wrotc a letter to the Seigniorie and despatched it at thc 
utmost speed. Therein hc gave them to understand that, în order to 
rctain the town of Brescia, which he had takcn. it was more than 
necessary that they should send support of such strength as to be ablc 
to défend itself, and, in case of necd, to gîvc battlc to the French 
army, and that by mcans of Brescia thcy might rccovcr ail thcîr 
tcrritorics. 
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His demand was thought reasonable and of great importance. Orders 
were forthwith sent to Messer Jean-Paul Baglione, then the Captain- 
General of this Seigniorie of Venice, bidding him march day and night 
with four hundred nien-at-arms and four thousand foot, and to throw 
himself into Brescia. 

As soon as he had heard the désire of the Seigniorie, he set about his 
duty and his journey with what speed he could. On the other side, 
the Duke of Nemours marched so rapidly that a rider upon a hundred- 
crown curtail hack could not cover more country in a day than he did 
with ail his army. 

He used such speed that he arrived at a castle called Vallegio, which 
held out for the King of France, and which the Captain Jean-Paul 
Baglione thought to capture in passing. But that which he proniised 
himself as an amusement brought him great loss ; for the Duke of 
Nemours was informed of his design, and upon that day, in the 
extrême depth of winter, as it is in mid-February, he niade his army 
traverse thirty miles of country, so that he found himself nearer to 
Brescia than the said Captain Baglione, who was encountered by the 
French in a pass. The Captain Baglione had five or six pièces of 
artillery, which he discharged, and one of them killed the standard- 
bearer of the Lord of Théligny, a captain of great merit, who, with the 
good Chevalier, was leading the first skirmishers. 

AH the night the good Chevalier had suffered from fever, and he was 
not armed at ail, but was clad in a riding robe of black velvet. 
However, when he saw they had to fight, he borrowed a light cuirass^ 
from an adventurer, and put it on over his said robe, and leaped upon 
a gallant courser. Then, with his companions, the Lord of Théligny, he 
marched straight against the enemy. 

The main body of the French vanguard was still at some distance ; 
however, they did not delay their charge. Whereupon there arose a 
hard and sharp encounter, which lasted, with continuai fighting, for a 
quarter of an hour. 

In the meantime news of the affair reached the main army ; and the 
French received supports ; but when the captain of the Seigniorie saw 
them approach, he turned his back and retreated in the direction 
whence he had corne. He was pursued a long way, but could never 
be taken prisoner. His foot-men remained on the field, together with 
his artillery and the greater part of his horsemen. 



' J/aiicrcty a cuitass u^cd by infiinlry. 
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This was a glorious defeat and advantageous to the French ; for if 
this force had entered Brescia, the town would never hâve been 
retaken. The Duke of Nemours was both vexed and glad at this 
successful encounter, glad in that he was victorious, and vexed because 
he had not been présent himself. 

Thèse news were incontinently known in the castle of Brescia, where 
they made bonfires in five or six places, because they thereby felt 
confident of being relieved within two days. But îf they were filled 
wîth joy in the castle, they were quîte as full of melancholy in the 
town, as they knew that it meant their destruction. The inhabitants 




Anus of Giston de Fiûx, Duke of Nemours. 



wouid willingly hâve retumed, and they came to Mcsscr Andréa Gritti 
with prayers that he wouid retreat ; but he rcfused to do anything of 
the kind, whercfore disaster came upon him. 

After the defeat of Jean-Paul Baglione, the noble Duke of Nemours 
came and encamped twenty miles from Brescia, and op the foUowing 
day at the foot of the castle. On his march he found a certain 
number of villeins gathered together in a small village, which they 
boldly tried to hold, but in the end they were ail eut to pièces, 

When the French army had arrived, somc captains immediatcly 
ascended into the castle, in order to encourage the Lords du Ludc and 
Captain Herigay and ait thosc who were within it. A large supply of 
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provbïons also was carried up, and for Joy thereat they fircd eighteen 
or twenty cannon-shot into the town. Such rcjoicing the inhabitants 
wouid gladly h ave sparcd. 

On the ncxt day the Duke of Nemours asccndcd to the castle, as 
also did the càptains and ail the army ; and thcrc it was dctermincd to 
delivcr the assault on the town, and so ît was donc, with fierceness and 
pertinacity, and grcat slaughter. 




Matron or lirctcia. 




B^iju-d, wuunded, being curied by his Archers. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



How ihc Duke of Nemours rccaplured the lown of Bresci.a from Ihe Venctians, whcrein 
the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche gaincd grcat honour, and how he was 
woundcd alniost to dcaih. 



JHE Duke of Nemours, who did not drcani ovcr his 
aflairs, as soon as he had asccndcd to the castlc 
called togcther ail his captaîns to détermine what 
was to be donc. For înside the town there was a 
huge number of mcn, to wit. eight thousand soldicrs 
and twelvc or fourtccn thousand villeins of the district 
who had joîned thcmscives with them ; the town, too. 
was exceeding strong. One advantagc was that the 

path descended from the castle înto the citadel without meeting any 

dîtch to cause impediment ; the besîeged, howevcr, had built a strong 

rampart. 

Now in the wholc army of the King of France there was not at that 

time more than twcive thousand fighting-mcn, for a large portion had 
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remaîned at Bologna. However, with the small number that was 
présent there was no fault to be found, because it was ail the flower of 
chivalry. Indecd, I believe that for a hundred years past therc had not 
becn seen, for thcir number, a more gallant company, considering also 
the ready will cach man had to serve his good master, the King of 
France. This noble Duke of Nemours had so gained the heart of thèse 
gentlemen and adventurers that they would hâve died for him. Whcn 
they were assembled in council, ail the captains were asked by the said 
lord for their opinion, which each man gave to the best of his 
knowledge ; and in the end it was ordained that they should deliver the 
assault about eight or nine o'clock on the morning foUowing. 

The order was this : that the Lord of Mclart, with his footmen, should 
lead the first attack. But bcfore him the Captain Herigay and his men 
should go as skirmishers. After him, in one body, should march that 
Captain Jacob whom the Emperor Maximilian had in his service beforc 
Padua in the régiment of the Prince of Anhalt (but by some means 
he had been won over to the service of the King of France, and at 
this time commanded two thousand lansquenets), and with him the 
Captains Bonnet, Maugiron, the Bastard of Clèves, and others to the 
number of seven thousand men. Then, at their flanks, the Duke of 
Nemours, the gentlemen whom the Grand Seneschal of Normandy led, 
together with the principal strength of the gendarmerie should march on 
foot, helmet on head and harness on back. Meanwhile my Lord of 
Alègre should mount and wait at the gâte of St. John, which was 
the only gâte kept open by the enemy, as they had walled up the 
others, taking with him three hundred mcn-at-arms to prevent any one 
getting out. The virtuous Lord of La Palisse was not présent at the 
assault, for, the evening bcfore he had been wounded in the head by a 
splintcr, caused by a cannon-shot that had been fired from the town 
agains'c the castle. 

This order being appointed, every man approved thereof save the 
good Chevalier, who, after the Duke of Nemours, according to his rank, 
had called upon him, said: " My lord, save your révérence and that of 
ail my lords, it secmcth to me we ought to do one thing which we 
hâve not mentioncd." 

He was asked by the said Lord of Nemours what that was. 

"It is," said he, ** that you send my Lord of Molart to make the 
first attack. As to him, I am more than confident that he will not 
give way, nor will many of the men he hath with him. But if the 
cnemy hâve any men of mettle and skilled in war among thcni, as I 
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believe they hâve, be assured that they vvill place them at the point of 
attack, and with them their arquebusiers. Nôw in such affairs one 
must never give way a step, if possible. So if by chance they repulsed 
our said foot-soldiers, and the latter were not supported by men-at-arms, 
there might be great confusion. Wherefore I am of opinion that along 
with my said Lord of Molart we should send a hundred or a hundred 
and fifty men-at-arms, who will be able to sustain the burden of the 
attack far better than the foot-men, who are not so fully armed.*' 

Then said the Duke of Nemours : " You speak truly, my Lord of 
Bayard ; but who is the captain who will put himself at the mercy of 
their arquebuses?" 

"That will I, if it please you, my lord,** answered the good 
Chevalier; "and trust me that the company under my charge will 
to-day do honour to the King and to you, and will accomplish such 
service as you shall take note of." 

When he had spoken, there was not a captain but looked in his 
neighbour's face, for without any doubt the undertaking was exceeding 
dangerous. Nevertheless he asked for the duty, and it was left to him. 

When everything was determined, the Duke of Nemours again spoke 
and said : " My lords, to please God we ought to think of one matter ; 
you see cléarly that, if this town be taken by assault, it will bc 
destroyed and pillaged, and ail therein killed, whîch will be a sad 
calamity. We ought once more to ask them before they tempt their 
fortune, if they will not surrender." 

That was âpproved, and in the morning one of the trumpcters was 
sent, who sounded as soon as he left the castle, and marched as far as 
the first rampart of the cncmy, whcre was the Provcditorc Messer 
Andréa Gritti and ail the captains. 

When the trumpetèr arrived, he demanded to enter the town ; but hc 
was told he could not come iji, but he might say what he would, and 
they had power to make him an answer. Then he gave his message 
such as you hâve heard above, and that, if they would surrender the 
town, they should be let go with their lives spared ; and if not, that 
when it was taken by assault, they might be ail assured of dcath. 

It was answered him that he might certainly return, and that the 
town was the property of the Seigniorie, that it should so rcmain, and 
that moreover they would take good care that nevcr a Frcnchman 
should set foot therein. Alas ! the poor inhabitants would willingly 
hâve surrendered themselves, but they were not the masters. 

The trumpetèr returned and gave his answer ; which heard, there was 
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no further delay ; but the noble Duke of Nemours, who already had his 
men arrayed, began to say : " Well, my lords, naught remains but to do 
good deeds and show ourselves brave companions. March, în the name 
of God and of our Lord Saint-Denis ! " 

The words were no sooner uttered than drums, trumpets, and 
clarions. sounded the assault and to arms so impetuously, that the hair 
of ail cowards stood upright on their heads, and the courage of the 
bold swelled in their breast.* 

The enemy, hcaring this noise, dischargcd several cannon-shot, whereof 
one, among others, fell right into the very middle of the troop of the 
Duke of Nemours, without killing or wounding any one, which was an 
almost miraculous thing, considering in what close ordcr they marched. 
Then the Lord of Molart and the Captain Herigay began to go forward 
with their men. And on their flank, at the same time, came the 
good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, on foot, with ail his 
Company, who were picked men ; for the greater part of his men-at-arms 
had been captains in their time, but they loved bctter to be of his 
Company at a half less récompense, than in any other company, so 
greatly had he made himself beloved by his virtues. 

They drew near to the first rampart, behind which were the enemy, 
who began to discharge artillery and their arquebuses as thick as Aies. 

It had rained a little ; the castle was upon a hill, and the descent to 
the town was somewhat slipper>\ But the Duke of Nemours, to show 
that he would not remain among the hindcrmost, took off his shoes 
and marched in socks.^ Many others followed his example ; for, to tell 
the truth, they maintaincd their footing better. 

The good Chevalier and the Lord of Molart attacked this rampart 
furiously ; so also was it marvellously well defended. The French 
shoutod, ** France, France ! " They of the company of the good 
Chevalier cricd, " Hayard, Hayard ! " The enemy shouted, " Marco, 
Marco ! " In short, they made so great a noise that the hackbuts could 
not be heard. 

Mcsscr Andréa Gritti gave wonderful courage to his men, and in their 
own Italian tongue said to them, ** Hold fast, my friends ! the French 
will soon be wcary, they hâve only the first point. And if this Bayard 
be defcated, the others would never come near us." 

fie was indeed deluded ; for if he had a great résolve to défend the 

* Aux hardis le cœur leur croissait au ventre. 

* Kn escarpin de chausses. Socks worn over the long hosc to prevent the shoes fraying 
them. Kscarpin = Italian scappino. 

U 
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j>t4v\\ thc French had one a hundred times greater to enter it So 
thcY vlcUvcrcil a terrible assault, by whîch they drove back the Vene- 
twas u Httlc way. Seeing which, the good Chevalier began to cry, " In, 
«K amuadcs ! they are ours. Forward, ail îs won ! " He himself entered 
thc first und jKisscd the rampart, and after hîm more than a thousand 
lUcn ; în such sort that they gained the first fort, whîch was not done 
without scverc fightîng. Men fell there on ail sides, though but few of 
thc Krcnch. 

Thc giHxl Chevalier receîved a blow from a pike in the upper part 
of thc thîgh, and the point entered so far that the end broke ofF. Thus 
thc îron cind one end of the shaft remained in the wound.^ From thc 
jKÙn that he felt he verily believed he was stricken unto death ; hc 
bcgan to say to the Lord of Molart, " Comrade, make your men 
advancc, the town is won. As for me, I can go no farther, for I am 
slain." 

Hîs blood poured forth in abundance. He was compclled either to 
die without confession, or to withdràw outside of the crowd with two of 
his archers, who staunched his wound to the best of their power with 
thcir shirts, which they destroyed and tore to pièces for this purpose. 

The poor Lord of Molart, who bitterly lamented thc loss of his 
frîend and neighbour (for they were both of técarlate des gentilshomntes)^ 
like an enraged lion intent upon avenging him, began to press thc 
assault furiously. Thc good Duke of Nemours, too, with his troop 
following him, who hcard in passing that the first fort had been cap- 
turcd by thc good Chevalier, but that he had been woundcd unto 
dcath, could not hâve felt more grief if he himself had rcceivcd the 
thrust. He began to say, " Ha ! my dear lords, shall we not takc 
vengeance on thèse churls for the death of the most accomplishcd 
Chevalier there was in the world ? Lpray you, let cach man takc hccd 
to do grcat feats." 

Upon his arrivai the Venctians were hardly treated, and hastcned 
from thc citadcl. making pretencc of sccking to withdràw towards thc 
town and to raisc thc bridge, for by this mcans thc Frcnch would havc 
had too much to do. But they were pursucd so cagcrly, that they 
passed the palace and entered pell-mcll into the grcat square. In that 

* According to Champier, Bayard struck thc pikc with his sword and eut throu*;h the 
shaft. Thc samc authority says that Gritti, as soon as hc hcard Bayard's nanic pro- 
nounced, kcpt pointing him out for his men to attack him, shouting : '• In Ood's namc ! 
sh.dl this Bavard always rcign 1 I bclicvc they grow ]5ayards in Franco likc mushrooms. 
In ail thc battlcs no one but Bavard is mcntioncd. Now, mv friends, strivc ail of vou 
against this Bayard. If you can overthrow him, ail is.ovcrthrown." 
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place was theîr wholc force assembled, the gendarmerie and Hght-horse- 
men ail mounted, wîth the foot-men drawn up in array of battle 
according to theîr rank. 

The lansquenets and French adventurers there proved themselves 
brave soldiers. The Captain Bonnet performed great feats of arms, 
and coming out a pike's length in front of his troop, he marched 
straight upon the foe ; and he was also right well followed. 

The contest lasted half an hour or more. The citizens and towns- 
women cast from the Windows huge stones and flints, with boiling- 
water, which caused more harm to the French than dîd the men of 
war. Notwithstanding this, in the end the Venetians were defeated, 
and there remained of them in this great square seven or eight thou- 
sand so sound asleep that they will not awake for a hundred years. 

The others, seeing that matters were not too safe, sought their escape 
from Street to street, but everywhere, to their misfortune, found men of 
war, who slew them like swine. Messer Andréa Gritti, the Count Louis 
Avogador, and other captains, were on horseback, and when they saw 
the rout entîrely overwhelming them, determined to attempt a means 
of escape, and betook themselves . straight to the saîd gâte of Saint 
John, thinking to get out They had the bridge lowered, and shouted 
" Marco, Marco ! Italy, Italy ! " But it was with the voice of men sorely 
affrighted. 

The bridge was never so quickly lowered, but that the Lord of 
Alègre, brave and watchful captain, rushed into the town along with 
the gendarmerie he had with him. Shouting " France, France ! " he 
charged upon the Venetians, of whom he bore ail or the greater part to 
the ground, among others the Count Louis Avogador, who was 
mounted upon a swift mare, able to go fifty miles without baiting. 

The Proveditore, Messer Andréa Gritti, saw well that he was lost 
without rcmedy, if he waited longer. Wherefore, after having run from 
Street to street to escape their rage, he dismounted from his horse, and, 
with one of his mon only, threw himself into a house, where he 
stood on his dcfence for some short time. But fearing a greater 
disaster, he in the end threw open the abode and was therein taken 
prisoner. 

In short, there escaped not a man who was not killed or captured 
and it was one of the most bloody assaults that has ever been seen. 
For the number of dead, as well of the soldiers of the Seigniorie as of 
townspeople, was more than twenty thousand; whilc the French never 
lost fifty, which was great good fortune. 
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Now, when there were none left to fight agaînst, every man took to 
pillage throughout the houses,' and some sad cnormities took place. 
For, as you can understand, in such affairs there are always found 
some wicked men, and thèse broke into monasteries and committed 
many profligacies; for they pillaged and stole in many ways, so that 
the plunder of the town was valued at threc million crowns. 

There is nothing so certain as that the capture of Brescia was the 
ruin of the French in Italy ; for they had taken so much in this town 
of Brescia, that the greater number returned home and abandoned the 
war. And thèse would hâve done good service on the day of Ravcnna, 
which you will hear of hereînafter. 

You must be told what became of the good Chevalier sans peur et 
sans reproche, after that he had won the first fort, and had been so 
grievously wounded that he was constrained, to his great regret, to 
remain behind with two of his archers. When they saw the citadel was 
taken, at the first house they Ccme to they unhinged a door, upon which 
they laid him. Then, as gently as they could, with whatever help they 
found, they bore him into a house, the most notable they saw in that 
quarter. It was the dwelling of a vcry wealthy gentleman ; but he had 
fled to a monastery, while his wife remained in the house under the 
safeguard of Our Lord, together with two fair daughters that she had, 
who were concealed in a loft under some hay. 

When the men knocked at the door, as onc confidcntly awaiting the 
mercy of God she cometh to open it. She saw the good Chevalier, 
whom his men were carrying, so grievously wounded, and who straight- 
way ordered the bolts to be closed and set two archers at the door, to 
whom he said, " On your life kecp ward that no man enter hcrein, save 
of my own people. I am confident that when it is known that this is 
my abode, no onc will attcmpt to enter. And although, in order to 
help me, I cause you to lose some gain, do not be troubled ; you shall 
lose nothing thereby." 

The archers did his bidding, and he was carried into a very fine 
chamber, to which the lady of the house herself conducted him, and then 
throwing herself on her knees, she spake in this manner, interpreting 
her language in French, " Noble lord, I présent to you this house and 
ail that is therein, for I know well that it is yours, by the right of war. 
But may it be your pleasure to save my honour and my lifc, and also 
that of two young daughters that my husband and I hâve, and who 
are of âge to marry." 

The good Chevalier, who never had a thought of wickedncss, said tn 
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hcr, "Madam, I know not if I shall be able to escape froni thc wound 
that I havc ; but, so long as I shall live, neither to you nor to your 
daughters shall any oflcncc be donc, any more than to my own person. 
Only kccp them safe in your chambers, so that thcy be not seen, and 
I assure you there is not a man in my house who would thrust himself 
into a place where you would nof hâve him ; and, moreover, I assure 
you that you havc hère a gcMitlcman who will not plundcr you in thc 
Icast, but I wilI do you ail the courtcsy that I can." 

Whcn thc good lady hcard him spcak so virtuously, shc was alto- 
gcthcr assured. Aftcrwards hc praycd hcr to scnd word to some good 
surgeon, one who could corne spccdily and drcss him ; which shc did, 
and went hcrself to scck him with one of the archers, for it was only 
two houses distant from hcr own. On hîs arrivai hc inspected the 
wound of the good Chevalier, which was large and deep ; neverthcless 
hc assured him there was no danger of death. On the second dressing, 
the surgeon of thc Duke of Nemours, callcd Mastcr Claude, came to 
sec him, and thcnccforth hc dressed it, and thercin did his duty right 
wcll, in such sort that in Icss than a month hc was rcady to mount 
his horse.^ 

The good Chevalier, whcn bound up, askcd his hostess where hcr 
husband was. The poor lady, ail in tears, said to him, " On my 
faith, my lord, I know not if hc be dead or alivc. I surmise indeed 
that, if he is living, hc will be in a monastery where hc has much 
acquaintance." 

*' Havc him sought for, lady," said the good Chevalier, "and I will 
scnd to fetch him, in order that he may hâve no harm." 

Shc made inquiry where he was, and found him ; then he was fetchcd 
by the steward of the good Chevalier and two archers, who brought 
him in safety. On his arrivai, thc good Chevalier had merry cheer 
of his host, for hc told him that hc was in no way to give himself up 
to mclancholy, and that he was but lodging some of his friends. 

* Champier, as a physician, givcs more circumstantial détails of the treatment. Bayard, 
who .ilrcady had at hand his barber " to dress his bandages," and his surgeon " of great 
skill," in addition asked for the bcst in the town. " Then came a surgeon, old and very 
Icarncd. The hose was torn and laid open. The iron and the end of the pike werc still 
insidc. The noble Bayard said to the surgeons, * Draw out this iron.* Thc Brescian, 
who shook with fcar, niade answer : * Lord, I hâve great fear lest in drawing out the iron 
you swoon/ * I will not do so,' said Bayard ; * ère this I hâve known what it is to draw 
an iron point froni human flesh. Pull boldly ! * Then the two masters drew out the iron, 
which was very deep in the thigh, whereby the noble knight iuflfered an exceeding pain. 
But when he wae told that there was not an artery or a large vein hurt, he was full of 
joy." 
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After the faîr and glorîous capture of the town of Brescia by the 
French, and after the fury was past, the victorious Duke of Nemours, 
who was not the effigy of the god Mars, but the god himself, went to 
hîs quarters. Before drînking or eating, he assembled his council, at 
which ail the captains were présent, in order to direct what was neccs- 
sary to be done. In the first place he sent and hunted out ail sorts of 
soldiers who were in the convents and churches. Then he caused the 
ladies to return to theîr houses, with their husbands if thèse were not 
prisoners, and little by little he reassured them. It was expédient 
speedily to empty the dead bodies out of the town, for fear of infection, 
and they found upwards of twenty-two thousand thereof. He gave the 
offices that were vacant to men whom he thought able to perforai them 
well. He brought to trial the Count Louis Avogador, who had been 
the cause of the treason for the recapture of Brescia. He was 
beheaded, and was afterwards quartered, along with two othcrs of his 
faction, of whom the one was called Tomaso del Duque, and the othcr 
Geronimo di Ripa. 

For seven or eight days was the noble Duke of Nemours at Brescia, 
and once a day at the least he visited the good Chevalier, whom he 
comforted to the best of his power. And often he said to him : " Ah ! 
my dear Lord of Bayard, give heed to your cure, for I know well that 
we must give battle to the Spanish between now and a month hence. 
And if it should be so, I would wish rather to hâve lost ail my good 
worth, than that you should not hâve been thcre, so great trust havc I 
in you." 

The good Chevalier answered, **Believc me, my lord, that if it be so 
that a battle shall take place, as well for the service of the King my 
master as for love of you, and for my honour, which gocs bcforc ail, I 
would rather hâve myself borne thcre in a litter than not bc présent." 

The Duke of Nemours gave him many présents, according to his 
power, and one day he sent him five hundred crovvns, which the good 
Chevalier gave to the two archers who had remained with him whcn he 
was wounded. 

When the King of France, Louis the Twelfth, was informed of the 
taking of Brescia, and of the noble victory of his nephew, you may 
believe he was exceeding glad. Nevertheless, he knew well cnough 
that while thèse Spanish should be prowling round about Lombardy, his 
State of Milan would never be safe. On this matter he wrote cvery 
day to his said nephew, the noble Duke of Nemours, praying him 
as affectionately as was possible to abandon the war in Lombardy 



HiSTORY OF BaVARU. 



to him, and to dcvotc his toil to driving away thc Spanîsh. For 

it burdcncd him to sustain thi; expense it was ncccssary to incur for 

tho foot-nicn that lie had ; and hc could endure il no longer without 

pressing too hard upon his people, which was the tliing în thc ivorld 

that he did with most regret Morc- 

ovor, lie WTote, he knew wcll that the 

King of England was brewiiig a 

mess' for him with a view to make 

a descent upon France, and the 

Swiss were doîng lîkewise ; and if 

that hap[M;ned, he should need to 

summon to his own aid some of his 

men of war tliat he had în Italy. 

In fine, of ail his letters the burden 

was to givc battle to thc Spanish, 

or to drive the m so far from his 

bounds that they would retum no 

more. 

The said Duke of Nemours had so 
great love for the Kîng his une le, 
that his désire in ail things was to 
forbear to aiiger him. Moreover, he 
knew for certain that thèse letters 
did not conie to him without great 
reasun. He fully determined of his 
own acc*)rd to acconiplish the com- 
mand that had becn laid upon him, 
toiiching the putting end to the war. 
Ile assembled ail his captains, buth 
iif horse and foot, and by easy 
stages marched straight to liulogn;i, 
near to which place the Duke of 
Ferrara arrived in his camp, and 
tJ him he gave the vanguard to 
lead, along with the Lord of La l'aliss 
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Thus he advanced until lie 
found the arniy of the Kîng of Spain and thc I*oj»c at fifteen miles 
from iluU^na, at a place called Castel San l'îetro. It was onc of the 
linest uniiies, and the best equipped, considering the number they wcrc. 
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that has ever been seen. Don Ramon de Cardone, Viceroy of Napies, 
was the chief captain thcreof, and hc liad in his company twclve or 
fourteen hundrcd men-at-arms, of whom eight hundred had theîr horscs 
barded. This was in or and azuré alone. and they wcre the best 
mounted men of war in respect of coursers and SpanUh steeds that 
could be seen. Moreover, for two years had thcy done nothîng but 




Italian Lit;1it-hot£«tnan. 
a Prinl of (hv SixUenih 






rangi; ovcr this Romagna, wltich îs a fine and flat country, and wlicrc 
they found theîr provisions, at will. ïlicrc were twelvc thousand foot- 
mcn alone; two thousand Italians under tlic command of a Captain 
Ramasso, and ten thousand Spanish, Biscayans and Navarrese, whom 
the Count Pedro Navarro Icd ; and hc was captain-genera! of the whole 
body of foot-nien.' He had formerly led his men into Barbary, against 
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the Moors, and with them had gained two or three battles. In short, 
thcy werc ail men hardened to war, and of marvellous expérience in 
arms. 

When the noble Duke of Nemours had drawn near to them, the 
Spanish began continually to retreat along the side of the mountain, while 
the French held the plain. Thcy were for fuU three weeks or a month 
at a distance of six or sevcn miles from each other, but the Spanish ever 
wiscly encampcd in a strong place. Thcy often skirmished together, in 
such sort that prisoners were taken on one side or the othcr almost every 
day. Thus it was that ail the French prisoners reported that it was a 
splendid sight to see the army of the Spanish. Nevcrtheless, the noble 
Duke of Nemours and ail his captains and men of war desired nothing 
else than to fight them, if they could only catch them in a place 
whither one could advance. But such cunning had they that they 
always kcpt themsclves in a strong position, and even on the day 
of the battle of Ravenna it was necessary to seek them out, as you 
will hear. 

But in the first place I will tell how the good Chevalier sans peur et 
sans reproche departed from Brescia to go after the Duke of Nemours, 
and of the great* courtesy he showed to his hostess. 



is cclebratcd in military history as ihe first to discovcr how to cnsure firing the chambors 
of a mine. His two campaigns of 150; and 15 10 in Italy werc vcry honourablc. Latcr 
hc was capturcd by the Spanish and put to dcath in the Château de TCKuf, which he had 
conqucrcd for them in 1 503. He had been a sailor before he becanie an engineer, and 
his glorious services had earncd him the title of Count of Alvetto. 




Bayard being dretsed by a Surgeon. 



CHAPTER XL. 



How thc good Chevalier sans peur cl sans reproche dcparteil from Brescia lo go aller the 
Uukc of Nemours and the army of the King of France. Of the grcat courtesy he did 
to his hostess on his departure, and how he arrivcd bcfori; thc town of Kavcnna. 



\ C'it about a month or five wceks was the good 
Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche sîck of his 
wound, in the town of Brescia, without leaving his 
bed, whereof he was exceeding weary. For every 
day he had news from the camp of the French, 
how they were approachîng the Spanish, and were 
from day to day hoping for the battle, whicli, to his 
grcat regret, would hâve been given without hini. 
One day he rcsolved to rise, and he walked about the chambcr to 
discovcr if he could hold himself up. He found himself a little weak, 
but thc high courage he had did not gïve hîm tlie leisure to dream 
thcre long. He sent for the surgeon who then attcnded hini. and said 
to hini, " My friend, I pray you tell me if there is any danger in my 
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taking the road. It seems to me that I am cured, or but little from it, 
and I give y ou my word that, in my judgment, further rcst might do 
me more harm than profit, for I fret myself terribly." The serving-men 
of the good Chevalier had already mentioned to the surgeon the great 
désire he had to be présent at the battle, and that every day he 
regretted nothing else. Wherefore, knowing this, and also knowing hîs 
tempérament, he said to hîm in his own tongue, "My lord, your 
wound is not yet closed ; nevertheless, inside it is entircly healed. Your 
barber shall see you dressed this time, so that every day, at morning 
and at evening, he can put on the place a small bandage * and a salve 
for which I will give him the ointment. It will not fret you, and there 
is no danger, for the main evil of the wound is above, and will not 
touch the saddle of your horse/' 

If any one had given ten thousand crowns to the good Chevalier, he 
would not hâve been so pleased. His surgeon was made more than 
content And he resolved to set out within two days, giving orders to 
his men that within that time they should get in order ail their 
accoutrements. 

The lady of his house, who always held herself to be his prisoner 
together with her husband and children, and that the household goods 
shc had were his (for so had the French treated the other houses, as 
she knew well), had many imaginings. Considering within herself that 
if her host desircd to treat her and her husband with rigour, he 
would take from thcm ten or twelve thousand crowns, for they had an 
income of two thousand, she resolved to make him some handsome 
présent. She had known him as a man so honest and of so noble 
a heart, that, in her opinion, he would graciously be satisfied. 

The morning of the day on which, after dinner, the good Chevalier 
was to départ, his hostess, with one of her serving-men carrying a small 
box of Steel, came into his chamber, wherc she found that he was 
reposing in a chair, after having walked about for some time, in order 
little by little continually to try his leg. 

She thrcw herself on her knees, but straightway he raised her up, 
and would never suficr her to speak a word until in the first place she 
was seated ncar to him. Thcn she bcgan her discourse in this manner: 
" My lord, the grâce which God shewed me, on the taking of this 
town, in dirccting you to this your house, was not less to me than that 
of having saved the life of my husband, myself, and my two daughters, 

* Tente, a linl bandage. Ambroisc Paré, howevcr, spcaks of " tentes d'or et d'argent à 
mettre en certaines plaies ; " so it may mean a kind of plate as a protection. 
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as well as their honour, which they should hold still more dear. More- 
over, since you arrîved hère, there hath not been donc to me, nor to 
the ledst of my péople, a single injury, but ail courtesy. And of the 
goods which your men hâve found hère, they hâve not taken the value 
of a quattrino without payment. My lord, I am well aware that my 
husband, myself, and my children, and ail the people pf the house, are 
your prisoners, to treat them and dispose of them at your good 
pleasure, together with the goods that are herein. But knowing the 
nobleness of your heart, to which none other can attain, I am come to 
pray you very humbly that you may be pleased to hâve pity upon us, 
in enlarging your accustomed generosity. Hère is a small présent 
which we ofTer you ; will you please to accept it with good will ? " 

Then she took the box which the serving-man held, and opened it 
before the good Chevalier, who saw it was full of fair ducats. 

The noble Lord, who never in his life valued money, began to 
laugh, and then said, " Madam, how many ducats are there in this 
box ? " 

The poor woman was afraid that he was angered to hâve so few 
thereof, and said to him, "My lord, there are but two thousand five 
hundred ducats ; but if you be not content, we will provide more 
abundantly." 

Then said he, " By my faith, madam, though you should give me a 
hundred thousand crowns, you would not hâve donc me so much good 
as by the good cheer that I hâve had hère, and by the kind Visitation 
you hâve made me, and I assure you that in whatever place I find 
myself, so long as God shall give me life, you will hâve a gentleman 
at your command. As for your ducats, I will not hâve them, though I 
thank you ; take them back. Ail my life havc I loved men far more 
than crowns ; and do not in the least think that I do not départ as 
content with you as if this town had been at your disposition and you 
had given it to me." 

The good lady was astonished îndeed to find herself denied. She fell 
again to her knees, but the good Chevalier did not Icavc her there a 
moment. Then when she was raised up again, she said, " My lord, I 
shall evcr fecl the most unhappy woman in the world, if you do not 
carry away the so small présent that I offer you, and which is nothing 
beside the courtesy which you hâve done me heretoforc, and which you 
again do now by your grcat goodness." 

When the good Chevalier saw her so firm, and that she made the 
présent with so fearless a spirit, he said to her, "Well, then, madam, I 
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accept it for love of you ; but fetch me your two daughters, for I 
would bid them adieu/' 

The poor woman, who thought herself in paradise bccause her présent 
had at last becn accepted, went to scck her daughters, who vverc 
cxceedingly handsomc, and good and well instructed, and had given 
much diversion to the good Chevalier during his sickness, because they 
knew how to sing very well, and to play upon the lute and the spinet, 
and to work with great skill at the needle. 

They wcre brought before the good Chevalier, who, while they wcre 
dressing themselves, caused the ducats to be dividcd into three portions, 
in two a thousand ducats cach, and in the other five hundred. When 
they arrivcd, they threw themselves upon their knees ; but they were 
straightway raised again ; then the clder of the two began with thèse 
words : " My lord, thèse two poor maids, to whom you hâve done so 
great honour as to défend them from ail harm, come to takc leave of 
you with very humble thanks to your lordship for the favour they 
hâve received, for which, because they hâve no other power, they will 
be holden ever to pray to God for you." 

The good Chevalier, almost in tears at seeing so great sweetness and 
humility in thèse two fair damsels, answered, " Ladies, you are doing 
that which I ought to do, that is, to thank you for the good company 
you hâve made me, for which I am greatly beholden and obligcd. You 
know that men of war are not wont to be laden with fair works to 
présent to ladies. For my part, it vexes me excccdingly that I am not 
better furnished thcrewith to make you a présent according to my 
obligation. But the lady your mother has given me two thousand five 
hundred ducats, which you sec upon this table ; thereof I give you each 
a thousand to help you to marry. And for my recompense, you shall, 
if you please, pray to God for me ; I ask of you nothing further." 

He placed the ducats in thcir aprons, whether they would or not; 
then he addressed himself to his hostess, to whom he said, " Madam, I 
will take thèse five hundred ducats for my own profit, to distribute 
them among the poor convents of ladies who hâve been plundered, and 
thereof I give you the charge ; for you will understand better than 
any other person where the need is. And with that. I take leave 

fi} 
you. 

He touched them ail in the hand. afler the fii.shion of Italy, while 
they fell upon their knees, weeping .so plenteousiy that it .seemed as if 
they were about to be led forth to death. 

The lady cried, ** O flower of chivalry, with whom no man can com- 
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pare, may the blessed Saviour and Redeemer Jésus Christ, who suffered- 
death and passion for ail sinners, reward you for your bounty in thîs 
world and in the other." 

After this, they withdrew to their apartments. 

It was now time to dine. The good Chevalier summoned his steward» 
whom he bade hâve ail ready to mount to horse at noon. The gentle- 
man of the house, who had already heard from his wife of the great 
courtesy of his guest, came to his chamber, and, knee to earth, thanked 
him a hundred thousand times, while he ofTered him his person and ail 
his goods, of which he told him he could dispose as his own, at hîs 
will and pleasure, for which the good Chevalier thanked him and made 




Filagree Necklace. 

him dine with him. Then after dinncr he rested but little before he 
called for the horses, for now it irked him much that he was not with 
the Company so longéd for by him, as he had great fcar that the battle 
would take place before he could be there. 

As he left his apartment to mount to horse, the two fair daughters 
of the house came down and made him each a présent that they had 
workcd during his sickness. The one was a pair of pretty and élégant 
bracelets, made of fine hairs of gold and silver thrcad, with wonderful 
neatness ; the other was a pursc upon crimson satin, very cunningly 
cmbroidcred. Hc thanked them nobly, and said that the gift came 
from so good a hand that he valued it at ton thousand crowns. Then, 
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to honour them the more, he placcd the bracelets on his arms, and put 
the purse in his sleeve, assuring them that, so long as the présents should 
last, he would wear them for love of the damsels. 

With thèse words the good Chevalier mounted to horse, and he was 
accompanied by his great comrade and perfcct friend, the Lord of 
Aubigny, whom the Duke of Nemours had left to guard the tovvn, and 
by many other gentlemen, for a distance of two or three miles. Then 
they said adieu ; one party retumed to Brescia, and the others went to 
the camp of the French, where the good Chevalier arrived on the 
Wednesday before Easter, the seventh of April, in the evening. There 
is no need to ask if he was welcomed by the Lord of Nemours, and 
by ail the captains as well. Both men-at-arms and adventurers shevved 
such joy thereat, that it seemed as if by his arrivai the army were 
strengthened by ten thousand men. 

Upon this evening the army had arrived before Ravenna, and the 
enemy were six miles away ; but on the following day, which was 
Holy Thursday, they approached within two miles of each other. 



X 2 




The Duke of Nemouts assemlilïng bis Captiiins bcfore Ravt 



CHAPTER XLI. 




lîiid bcfore Ravcnna 
madc upon ihe pli 



by thc noble Duke of Ncniours, and how scvcr; 
:e on (iood P'rid:i)-, «hcrcin tlio Frcncli wcr 



■ HEN tlic noble Duke of Nemours had arrivcd bcfore 
Ravenna, hc callcd tofjctlicr ail tbe captains. in ordcr 
to détermine what lie was to do. for thc camp of 
thc Frcnch was bcginning to sufter exccedingjy for 
want of provisions, nhicli came in with j^rcat diffi- 
culty. Indeed, there was aiready a faîhire of bread 
and wine, bccause thc Venetians had eut oIT the supplies 
on one side, while thc army of the Spanish held ail the 
border of the Romagna, în sucli sort that the adventurcrs were forccd 
of necessity to eat flcsh and chcese. Bcsides this, therc was also a 
great difficulty, of whîch ncither the Duke of Nemours nor any of his 
captains was aware, whîch was that thc Enipcror had sent word to the 
captains of lansquenets that upon theîr Hvcs they were to withdraw 
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forthvvith u|>on sight of his Ictter, and that thcy were not to fight 
against thc Spanish. Now among other German captains there were 
two of mark. Thc one was called Philip of Fribourg. and the other 
Jacob, he who was so gallant a soldier; and indeed both of them were 
valiant mcn and skilled in arms. 

This Ictter of the Emperor had fallen into the hands of the Captain 
Jacob. Hc had visitcd thc King of France in his kingdom, since he 
had bcen in his service, and there some présent had been given him, so 
that his heart was wholly French. In like manner this Duke of Nemours 
had so won over ail mcn, that thosc whom he had with him would 
hâve died at his bidding. 

Among ail the French captains there was not one whom the Captain 
Jacob loved so much as he did the good Chevalier. And this love 
began from the first expédition of the Emperor before Padua, in the 
year 1509, when the King of France sent him a support of five or six 
hundred men-at-arms. When he had seen the Ictter, and had heard of 
the arrivai of the good Chevalier, he came to visit him at his quarters, 
bringing his interpréter, for ail that he knew of French was, "Bonjour, 
monseigneur." 

They gave each other a hpacty greeting, as reason willed, and because 
cvcry man seeketh his like, and they talked of many matters, without 
any one being présent to hcar them. At last the Captain Jacob made 
known to the good Chevalier the message the Emperor had sent them, 
and how he still had the letters. which no one had seen savc himself. 
Moreover, he did not désire to show them to any of his companions, 
for he knew well that, if their lansquenets were informed thereof, thc 
grcaler part would refuse to fight and would withdraw ; but for himself, 
he had taken the oath to the King of France, and received his pay, 
and, to die a hundred thousand deaths, he would not do this baseness, 
to wit, refuse to fight ; but they niust needs be diligent. 

For it was impossible but that the Emj)eror would soon send other 
letters, which might come to the knowledge of his fellow-soldiers, and 
by that means the French might suffer fatal injury, for the said 
lansquenets were the third part of their force, considering they were 
about five thousand. 

The good Chevalier, who knew well the noble heart of the Captain 
Jcicob, praised him exceedingly, and said to him by the mouth of his 
interpréter, " My dear comrade, never has your heart conceived a base 
deed. You hâve told me ère now that in Gemiany you hâve no grcat 
possessions. Our master is rich and puissant, as well you know, and in 
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one day he can advance you, so that you wîll be rich and opulent ail 
your life ; for he loveth you greatly, and I know it well. His love, 
moreover, will increase, when he shall be informed of the honourable 
service you now do him, and he shall know it, by God's help, even 
though I should myself tell it him. Look you, now ! my Lord of 
Nemours, our leader, hath summoned to his quarters ail the captains 
for a council ; let us go there, you and I, and we will reveal to him 
aside ail that you hâve told me." "Tis well advîsed," said the Captaîn 
Jacob; "let us go there." 

When they reached the quarters of the Duke of Nemours, they joincd 
in the council, which lasted a long time. There were, moreover, divers 
opinions; for some did not at ail advise fighting, and they had some 
good reasons, for they said that if they lost this battle, ail Italy was 
lost to the King their master, while of themselves not one would escape, 
because they had three or four rivers to pass ; that ail the world was 
against them. Pope, King of Spain, Venetians, and Swiss, and that of 
the Emperor they did not feel too well assured. Whereforc it would 
be better to temporise than to venture in this manner. 

Others said it was necessary to fight or to die of hungcr like knavcs 
and cowards, and that they were now too far advanced to retreat, 
save in disgrâce and disorder. In short, every man spake his opinion 
thercin. 

The good Duke of Nemours, who had alréady spoken with the good 
Chevalier and the Captain Jacob, had heard at full length the message 
sent by the Emperor, and knew well that he was forced to fight, and 
also that there came not a post by which the King of France his unclc 
did not urge him to give battle, and that he (the King) was expecting 
hourly to be assailed in his kingdom from two or three quarters. 
Nevertheless, he asked again for the opinion of the good Chevalier, who 
said, " My Lord, you know that I came but at this hour yestcrday. I 
know nothing of the state of the enemy ; the lords my companions 
hâve seen them and skirmished with them daily ; so they hâve better 
knowledge than I. I hâve heard some of them commend a battle, and 
the others disapprove it ; and since it pleaseth you to ask my opinion 
in the matter, save your révérence and that of my lords who arc hcrc 
présent, I will tell it you. That it may be true that ail battlcs arc 
perilous, that is so, and that one ought to look well at mattcrs beforc 
coming to this point, that is without doubt. But to take cognisance at 
présent of the state of the enemy and ourselves, it secms, so to speak, 
difficult for us to départ without battle. The reason is, that you hâve 
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now made your approaches before thîs town of Ravenna, whîch to- 
morrow moming you intend to batter, and, when the breach is made, 
to give the assault Aiready arc you informed that the Lord Marc 
Antonio Colonna, who has bcen inside for cight or ten days past, 
cntercd the town undcr the promise and sworn faith of Don Ramon de 
Cardone, the Viceroy of Naples. and head of the army of our enemy, 
of his uncle the Lord Fabricio Colonna, and also of the Count Pedro 
Navarro and ail the captains, that, if he can hold out until to-morrow, 
or at the latest until Easter-day, thcy will corne to his relief. Now the 
said enemy prove that clearly, for they are aiready on the outskirts of 
our army. 

"On the other side, the longer you wait, in the worse condition shall 
we become ; for our men hâve no provisions, and our horses hâve to 
live on the buds that the willows are now shooting forth. Moreover, 
you see the King our mastcr every day doth write unto you to give 
battle, and saith that not only in your hands reposeth the safety of his 
duchy of Milan, but also of his whole state of France, in view of the 
enemies he hath this day. Wherefore, as for me, I am of opinion that 
we ought to give battle, and to proceed prudently, for we hâve to do 
with men of craft and good fighters. That it is full of danger is true ; 
but one thing tendeth to comfort me. The Spanish hâve been in this 
Romagna for a year past, always fcd like a fish in the water, and they 
are fat and corpulent. Our men hâve had and still hâve great want of 
vîctuals, wherefore they hâve the longer breath, and we need nought 
else. For he who shall fight the longest, with him will the field 



remain." 



Every one began to laugh at his words ; for it came to him so 
happily to say what he desired, that ail men took pleasure therein. 
The Lords of Lautrec, of La Palisse, the Grand Seneschal of Normandy, 
the Lord of Crussol, and ail or the greater part of the captains, held to 
the opinion of the good Chevalier, that was, to give battle. And forth- 
with ail the captains of horsemen and of foot were apprised thereof. 

On the moming of the morrow, which was Good Friday, the town of 
Ravenna was cannonaded very fiercely, in such sort that the enemy, 
from their camp, clearly heard the sound of the cannon. They resolved, 
according to the promise they had made, to succour the Lord Marc 
Antonio Colonna before the close of Easter-day. 

During the cannonade, two gallant Frcnch captains, the one the Lord 
uf Espy, mastcr of the artillery, and the other the Lord of Châtillon, 
Provost of Paris, were woundcd by shots of a hackbut, one in the arm, 
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the other in the thigh, of which wounds they aftenvards dîed at Ferrara, 
and that was an exceeding great loss. 

When the breach was made in the town, the men who had been 
appointed for the assault, and who were two hundred men-at-arms and 
three thousand foot-men, approached. The rest of the army set itself 
in fair and splendid order for battle ; which indeed they awaited with 
longîng. For a thousand years there had not been men more rcsolutc 
than they were, and from their behaviour it seemed as if they werc 
going to a marriage-feast. They kept escort, for three or four long 
hours, for their men appointed for the attack, who delivered against the 
town sundry severe assaults. Therein the Viscount of Etoges, then 
lieutenant of Messer Robert de La Marck, and the Lord Frederick of 
Bozzolo, did their duty exceedingly well ; for many times they were 
thrown from the top of the ditch to the bottom. 

If the assailants did their duty well, they of the town did not hold 
back ; and there in person was the Lord Marc Antonio Colonna, who 
said to his men, " My lords, hold fast ! We shall be relicved within 
to-morrow or Sunday, I assure you thereof upon my honour. The breach 
is very small ; if we are taken, it will turn to our great dishonour, and, 
moreover, it is ail over with us." 

So well did this Lord Marc Antonio cheer them, that their courage 
waxed more and more, and, to tell the truth too, the breach was not 
very practicable. 

When the French had delivered five or six assaults, and saw that 
they would not carry the town in that way, they sounded the retrcat. 
And therein did God aid them well, for, if they had taken the town, 
never would the adventurers hâve withdrawn from it, by rcason of the 
pillage, which would perchance hâve been the cause of their losing the 
battle. 

When the Duke of Nemours knew that his men were retreating from 
the assault, he made his army retreat likewise for the evcning, in order 
to rest them ; for from hour to hour was the fight expectcd, their 
enemy being two miles or thereabouts from them. 

In the evening, after supper, many captains were at the quarters of 
the Duke of Nemours, discoursing of sundry mattcrs, and aniong others 
the battle. The said Duke of Nemours addressed his speech to the 
good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, and said to him, '' M y Lord 
of Bayard, before your coming, the Spanish continually inquircd from 
our men whom they had taken prisoners, if you werc not in this camp, 
and from what I hâve understood therein, they set great value upon 
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your person. Now I venturc the opinion, tf it secm good to you {for 
now from long past you know their manner of action), that to-niorrow at 
moming .thcy should be skirmîshed somewhat by you, in such sort that 
you force them to form their array and you may see their mien." 

The good Chevalier, who demanded nothing bctter, answered, " My 
lord, I promise you my faith that, with thc help of God, before it be 
noon to-morrow I will view them so closely that I will bring you back 
some news of them." 

There was présent therc the Baron of Béam, lieutenant of the Duke 
of Nemours, who was an adventurous knight, and always ready for the 
skirmish. He thought to himself that the good Chevalier would be 
riscn carly indecd, if hc raised thc skirmish sooner than hc himself; and 
he catled t<^ethor some of hîs most prîvy friends, to whom he revealed 
his désire, in order that they might hold themselves ready at point of 
day. You shall hear what came of it 




(Jai>lun of LaïuqucpvK 




CaiiDoneer laying a Fiece. From an unpnblished Drawinj; ot the Sixteenth Cealury. 



CHAFTER XLII. 



Of a marvcUous skimiish which took place bclwecn the French and thc Spntiish thc d^y 
before thc battlc o( Kavciina, wherdn thc good Chevalier did wondrous fcats. 



yCCORDING to the promise which the good Chevalier had 
niade to the Duke of Ncmoufs, on hîs arrivai at his 
quarters, he sumnioncd hîs lieutenant, the Captain Pierre- 
point, Iiis ensign, hïs guidon, and several others of the 
Company, to whom hc said, " My lords, 1 hâve promisod 
my lord to go to-morrow and vicw thc enemy, and to 
bring him news of them according to the truth. VVe must 
advise how we shati act in order that \vc may hâve 
honour thcrein. I am resolvcd to takc ail the company to-morrow, to 
display tho ensîgns of my Lord of Lorraine, which hâve not yet been 
seen ; I hopc that they will bring us good fortune ; for they will makc 
more checr than thc cornets.' You, Bastard Du Fay," said he to his 

' That is, bcing largcr they will makc a belter show, The cornet «-as, r.s ihe namc 
iniplics, a small tlag eut to the shape of a horn, that is, poinied ; while the ensign was a 
square tlag, ntorc dccoralcd and much larger ; indced tliu name for alung timc rcmaincd 
in uM in thc cloth trade m thc e<|uivalent <i( ihree c]l:i. 
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guidon, "will take fifty archers and cross the canal below the artillery 
of the Spanish, and will advance to raise the alarm in their camp, as 
far forward as you can. And whcn you see it is time for you to retire 
without risking anything, you wilI do so until you find the Captain 
Pierrepont, who will be at your heels with thirty men-at-arms and the 
rest of the archers. And if you are both pressed hard, I shall be 
behind you with ail the remainder of the company to succour you. 
And if the affair is conductcd as I intend it, I assure you, on my faith, 
that we shall hâve honour therein." 

Every man well understood what he had to do, for not only the 
captains of the company [wcre worthy to command], but there was not 
a man-at-arms therein who did not well deserve to hâve a charge [of 
men-at-arms] under him. Thcy ail betook themselves to rest, until they 
heard the trumpet which roused them at break of day, when each man 
armed himself and got into ordcr, as if to carry out such enterprise as 
they had conceived. The ensigns of the noble Duke of Lorraine were 
displayed and shaken to the wind, a sight right fair to see, 
and which rejoiced the hearts of the gentlemen of the company, who 
began to march, as had been appointed the evening preceding, in thrce 
bands, at three bow-casts from one another. 

The good Chevalier knew nothing of the enterprise of the Baron of 
Béarn, who had already taken the field, and had raised a hot alarm in 
the camp of the enemy, so much that he had almost brought them ail 
to arms. And therein the said Baron performed his devoir right well ; 
but at last on the side of the enemy they discharged two or three 
cannon-shot into his troop, by one of which the right arm of an ex- 
cceding gallant gentleman, called Bazillac, was carried away, and by 
another was slain the horse of the Lord of Bersac, a gallant man-at- 
arms, both of them being of the company of the Duke of Nemours, 
who was sorcly vexcd at the mishap of Bazillac, for he greatly 
loved him. 

After thèse artillcry-shots, a hundred or a hundred and twenty men- 
at-arms, Spanish and Ncapolitan, ail in one mass, came charging upon 
the liaron, who was constraincd to recoil a pace, proceeding from a 
walk to a trot and from the trot to the gallop, so that the first-comers 
came and cast themselves upon the Bastard Du Fay, who thereupon 
stopped his march, and sent word thereof to the good Chevalier, and 
the latter bade him forthwith join the troop of the Captain Pierrepont, 
while he himself advanced until he had brought ail his company 
togelher. He saw the Baron of Béarn and his men rctreat al! but dis- 
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comfited, whîle the Spanish and Neapolitans pursucd them boldly and 
fiercely, and re-passed the canal after the Baron. 

When the good Chevalier beheld them upon his side, he would not 
hâve taken a hundred thousand crowns for it He began to shout, 
" Forward, companions ! Let us help our men ! " And to those who 
were flyîng he said, " Stay, stay, men-at-arms ! You hâve good 
support" 

He gallantly threw himself the first upon a troop of the enemy, of a 
hundred or a hundred and twenty men-at-arms ; he was greatly lovcd 
and was well followed. At the first charge five or six were borne to 
earth : nevertheless the others set themselves upon their defence right 
gallantly ; but in the end they tumed their backs and set off at full 
gallop straîght for the canal, which they re-passed at great speed. 

The alarm had already reached their camp, so that ail were in battle- 
array, both footmen and horsemen. Notwithstanding this, the good 
Chevalier drove them on, thrashing and pursuing them far înto their 
said camp, where he and the men of his company did marvcls of arms ; 
for they threw down tents and pavilions, and beat to earth whatcver 
they met 

The good Chevalier, who always had an eye upon the wood,^ became 
aware of two or three hundred men-at-arms, who were comîng at full 
trot in the close order of men-of-war. He said to the Captain Pierre- 
pont, " Let us retreat, for hither cometh too great a force." 

The trumpet sounded the retreat, which was made without losing a 
man, and they re-passed the canal, marching straight for their camp. 
When the Spanish saw that they had rc-passcd and that it was labour 
lost to pursue, they returned. However, five or six came ovcr and dc- 
manded to break a lance ; but the good Chevalier would nevcr allow a 
man to turn back, although many of his companions asked oftcn enough 
to do so. But he feared that thereby a fresh skirraish would arise, and 
his men had toiled enough for that day. 

The good Duke of Nemours was already informed how ail the affair 
had gone, before the good Chevalier arrived. When he perceived him, 
although he was exceeding grieved at the misadventure of Bazillac. he 
came and embraced him, and said to him, " It is you and those likc 
you, my dear Lord of Bayard, who ought to go to skirmishes, for right 
wisely you know how to go and how to retreat" 

AU those who were in this stubborn skirmish said that never had 

* Qui avait toujours l'œil au bois. Proverbial. 
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thcy seen a man do such fcats, or who bctter understood war, than 
thc good Chevalier. On the morrow thcrc was one far more fierce and 
bloody, and of which both Frcnch and Spanish curscd the day ail 
their life. 
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Mietine of th« I>nke of Nemoun and Don Pedro de Pu. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 




r N tlie return from this hot skirmish niade by thc good 
Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, and aftcr dinncr, 
ail the captains, as well of liorsc as of font, «ère 
assembled at thc qiiarters of the virtuous Duke of 
Nemours, the prince of chivalry abovc ail ' who had 
been for two thousand ycars ; for you will nowhere 
read in chronicle or history of any cniperor, king, 
prince, or other lord, who in so short a timc hath donc so niany 
glorious deeds as he. But cruel death seîzcd hîm at the âge of twenty- 
four years, whîch was a humiliation and damage irréparable to ail 
nobility. 

Now, when the captains were assembled, the noble Duke of Nemours 
began his speech, and said unto them : " My lords, you sec the country 



' Le passe-preux de tous ci 
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wherein we lie, and how provisions fail us. And thc longer we remain 
in this State, the more shall we pine. This great town of Ravenna doth 
beard us on one side ; the enemy are at a cannon-shot from us ; the 
Venetians and Swiss, according as the Lord Jean-Jacques doth write unto 
me, make a show to descend upon the duchy of Mihin, where you 
know we hâve left no men, save very few. Moreover, the King, my 
uncle, presseth me daily to give battle, and I believe he would urge 
me still more, if he knew how we are pressed for provisions. Where- 
fore, having regard to ail thèse things, it seemeth to me that, for the 
advantage of our master and our own, we ought no longer to make 
delay. But, with the aid of God, who can do ail, let us seek out our 
enemy. If fortune favour us, we will therefore praise and thank Him ; 
if she be against us, His will be done. For my part and in my désire, 
you can well believe that I désire the gain to be ours, but I would 
rather die on the field than that it should be lost. And if God will so 
far to forget me that I lose the battle. the enemy will be dastards 
îndeed if they leave me alive, for I will give them no occasion so to 
do. I hâve assembled you ail hère in order to take a décision thereon." 

The Lord of La Palisse said that there was nought more certain than 
that they must give battle, and they would be the sooner frecd from 
péril. Of the same opinion were the Lord of Lautrec. the Grand 
Seneschal of Normandy, the Master of the Horse of France, the Lord of 
Crussol, the Captain Louis d'Ars. and many others, and they determined 
that on the morrow, which was F.aster-day, they would go and seek 
out their foes. 

A bridge of boats was built over a small canal that lay between the 
two armies to pass over the artillery and the infantry ; for as for the 
horsemen, they passed the canal at their ease, because ways had been 
made on the two banks. 

The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche said, in the présence 
of ail the com[)any, that it would be well to apix)int the order of battle 
forthwith, so that each man might know where he ought to be ; and 
that he had heard from many of the prisoners who had been in the 
camp of the Spanish, that they made but one troop of ail their footmen 
and two of their horsemen, and upon that fashion must they themselves 
be ranged. 

The most eminent of the company said that it was right well spoken, 
and they ought to give the word forthwith. And so it was done in 
this sort, namely, that the lansquenets and footmen of thc Captains 
Molart. Bonnet, Maugîron, Baron of Grandmont, Bardassan, and other 
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captains, to the number of ten thousand men, should march ail in one 
body, with the t\vo thousand Gascons of the Captain Odct and the 
younger Duras upon their flank. Thèse were to go ail together and 
lodge themselves at a cannon-shot from the enemy, and in front of them 
should the artîllery be placed. Then they should fire with the cannon 
one against the other, upon whomsoever should first issue from his fort ; 
for the Spanish always lodged themselves in a place of vantage, as you 
will see well. 

Adjoining the footmen should come the Duke of Fcrrara, and the 
Lord of La Palisse, leaders of the van-guard, with their companions, and 
along with them the gentlemen, under the Grand Seneschal of 
Normandy, the Master of the Horse, the Lord of Imbercourt, La Crotte 
the Lord Théodore of Trivulce, and other captains, to the number of 
eîght hundred men-at-arms. Then a little above, and face to face with 
them, there would be the Duke of Nemours, with his company, the Lord 
of Lautrec, his cousin, who did wondrous feats that day, the Lord of 
Alègre, the Captain Louis d'Ars, the good Chevalier and others, to the 
number of from four to five hundred men-at-arms. Meanwhile the 
Italian foot-soldîers, of whom there were four thousand or thereabouts, 
under the charge of two brothers, gentlemen of Plaisance, the Counts 
Nicholas and Francis Scot, of the Marquis Malaspina and other Italian 
captains, were to #êmain on this sidc of the canal, in order to give 
protection to the baggage, for fear lest the garrison of Ravcnna should 
sally forth. And they appointcd chief of ail the guidons,^ the Bastard Du 
Fay, who was to pass the bridge and give good hced to the charge 
appointed him. 

Matters being thus ordered, and the following morning having arrivcd. 
the lansquenets began first to pass ovcr. Sceing which, the noble Lord 
of Molart said to his clowns: " How now. comradesî Shall wc suttcr 
the reproach that the lansquenets are passed to the bank of the cncnn- 
sooner than we ? For my part, I would rather hâve lost an cyo." 

As the lansquenets occupied the bridge, he began, ail bo<Ucd and 
clothed, to wade through the water, and his men after him. And you 
must know that the water was not so ver>- shallow ; howevcr they mado 
such good spced that they were on the other side sooner than the said 
lansquenets. This done. ail the artiller>- was passed ovcr and placed in 
front of the said foot-soldiers, who soon set thcmscKes in ordcr. Aftcr 

* The guidon was a subaltcrn ofïicer who carricd a lance with a bandcrol, which ho 
used to mark the line for his company. Du Fay, thcrcforc, had to post ail the i:i:idon> Si» 
as to mark out the line of battle. 
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this, the van-guard of the men-at-arms crossed, and then the main 
array. Meanwhile I must relate you an incident. 

The noble Duke of Nemours left his quarters in good time, armed at 
ail points, except the helmet. He had a very rich embroidered coat, 
with the arms- of Navarre and Foix, but it was exceeding heavy. As 
he issued from his said quarters, he looked upon the sun, which was 
now risen and was very rcd. He bcgan to say to the company around 
him, " Look, my lords, how red the sun is ! " 

There was présent a gentleman whom he loved cxccedingly, a ver>' 
brave soldier, who was called Haubourdin, and he answered him : 
" Know you, my lord, what that doth mean ? There will die to-day 
some prince or great captain ; it must bc you or the Viceroy." 

The Duke of Nemours began to laugh at thèse words, for he took in 
jest ail the sayings of the said Haubourdin. He went as far as the 
bridge to see the passage accomplished by his army, which showed 
marvellous diligence. Meanwhile the good Chevalier sought him out 
and said to him, "My lord, let us go along this canal and divert 
ourselves awhile until they hâve ail passed." 

To which the Duke of Nemours agreed, and he took in his company 
the Lord of Lautrec, the Lord of Alègre, and several others, to the 
number of twenty horse. In the camp of the Spanish the tumult was 
great, as of men who expected to hâve the battle that day ; and they 
were setting themselves in order as if to receive their mortal enemies. 
The Duke of Nemours, while he thus took his pleasure, began to say 
to the good Chevalier: "My Lord of Bayard, we make a right good 
butt herc. If there were any hackbutters conccaled on the farther side, 
they could harry us at thcir ease." 

Even as he spake, they became aware of a troop of twenty or thirty 
Spanish gentlemen, among whom was the Captain Pedro de Paz, head 
of ail their light-horse. The said gentlemen were ail mounted. 

The good Chevalier advanced twenty or thirty paces, and saluted 
them as he said, "My lords, you take your pleasure as we do ours, 
awaiting the beginning of the noble game. I pray you let no hackbuts 
be discharged from your side, and no one shall shoot at you from ours." 

The Captain Pedro de Paz asked him who he was, and he named 
himself by his name. When he heard that it was the Captain Bayard, 
who had gained so great renown in the kingdom of Naples, he was 
exceeding glad, and said to him in his own tongue, " On my faith, my 
Lord of Bayard. although I am fully assured that we hâve gained 
nothing by your arrivai, but on the contrary I hold your camp to be 

V 
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thereby strengthened by two thousand men, I am well pleased to see 
you. And would to God there were good peace between your master 
and mîne, in order that we could converse a while tc^ether; for ail 
the days of my lîfe hâve I loved you for your great prowess." 

The good Chevalier, who was so courteous that no man surpassée 
him, gave him back double change. Pedro de Paz saw that every one 
paid honour to the Duke of Nemours ; so he asked, " Lord of Bayard, 
who îs this lord so high in rank, to whom your folk give so much 
honour ?" 

The good Chevalier answered him, " It is our leader, the Duke of 
Nemours, nephew of our Prince and brother to your Queen." 

Hardly had he ended his sentence when the Captain Pedro de Paz 
and ail those who were with him leapt to earth, and addressîng theîr 
words to the noble prince, began to say, "Lord, save the honour and 
service of the King our master, we déclare to you that we are and wîll 
be and remain for ever your servants." 

The Duke of Nemours, in manner full of courtesy, thanked them, and 
then said to them, "My lords, I see well that within this day we shall 
know with whom the field will remain, with you or with us. But hardly wîll 
this affair unravel without great effusion of blood. If your Viceroy were 
willing to décide this différence by his person .against mine, I would 
make sure that ail my friends and companions who are with me will 
consent. And if I be vanquished, they will return into the duchy of 
Milan, and leave you at peace on this side. In like manner, if he be 
vanquished, do ail of you return to the kingdom of Naples." 

When he had ended his speech, answer was straightway made him 
by one called the Marquis of La Padula : " Lord, I belîeve that your 
noble heart would make you willingly do that which you say ; but in 
my opinion our Viceroy will not hâve such confidence in his person that 
he would accept your proposition." 

" Well, then, adieu, my lords," said the noble prince ; " I am about 
to pass over the water, and I promise God not to repass it alive until 
the field be yours or ours." 

Thus the Duke of Nemours separated from the Spanish. 

The enemy were clearly seen, as they went to and fro and set them- 
selves in array ; in like manner their van-guard of horsemen, of whom 
the Lord Fabricio Colonna was leader, shewed themscives in full view 
and in no wise concealed. The Lord of Alègre and the good Chevalier 
spake thereon to the Duke of Nemours, and said to him, " My lord, 
see you well this troop of horsemen ? " 
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"Yes," said he, "they are in clear vîew." 

" By my faith," said the Lord of Alègre, " if a man were to bring 
hère but two pièces of artillery, he would do them a wondrous hurt" 

That was right well approved ; so he himself went, and caused a 
cannon and a long culverîn to be brought. The Spanish had already 
begun to draw from their camp, which was cxceeding strong, for they 
had a good ditch in front of them. Behind them were ail their foot-men, 
lying upon their bellics for fcar of the artillery of the F^rench. In front 
of them was ail their artillery, in number twenty pièces, as well cannon 
as long culverins, and about two hundred hackbuts on rests. Moreover 
between every two hackbuts they had. set upon small wheeled carts, 
huge pièces of iron pointed and edged like a reaping-hook to roll among 
the foot-men when they sought to come among them. Upon their wing 
was their van-guard, which the Lord Fabricio Colonna led, and whereîn 
there were about eight hundred mcn-at-arms. Then a Httle higher was 
the main array, wherein were more than four hundred men-at-arms, 
whom the Viceroy, Don Ramon de Cardone, led ; while adjoining him 
there were but two thousand Italians, led by Ramasso. But as for the 
gendarmerie, one has never heard speak of any better ordered or better 
mounted. 

The Duke of Nemours, when he had passed the river, commanded 
every one to advance. The Spanish shot into the body of French foot 
as at a butt, and, beforc they came to fighting, slew more than two 
thousand of them. They killed also two famous men-at-arms, one called 
Jasses and the other Lhérisson. There fell also at the same time, by 
the same cannon-shot, those two valiant captains, the Lord of Molart 
and Philip of Fribourg, which was a terrible loss and great disadvantage 
to the French, for they were two eminent and beloved captains ; above 
ail the Lord of Molart, for ail his men would hâve died for him. 

It must be understood that, notwithstanding ail the artillery dischai^ed 
by the Spanish, the French were continually advancing. 

The two pièces which the Lord of Alègre and the good Chevalier had 
madc rctum to this side of the canal, were dischai^ed inccssantly upon 
the troop of the Lord Fabricio, and wrought him damage bcyond belief ; 
for he had thrcc hundred mcn-at-arms kilIcA And he said afterwards, 
when he was a prisoner at Ferrara, that by one cannon-shot he had had 
thirty-threc men-at-arms carried off. 

This vexcd the Spanish greatly, for they saw themselves slain, and 
kncw not by whom. But the Captain Pedro Navarro in their council 
had so certainly thus dctermined, that it was ordered that they should 
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not issue at ail from the fort, untîl the French had corne to assail 
them therein, and that they (the French) would fall back of their own 
accord. There was nothing so true ; but it was no longer possible 
for the Lord Fabricîo to hold his men, who said in their own tongue : 
** By God's body ! we are slain from heaven ; let us go and fight 
the men." ^ Then to avoid the artillery-shots, they began to issue from 
their fort and to enter upon a fair plain in order to fight They did 
not take their way straight for the van-guard, but they marked the main 
array where that virtuous prince, the Duke of Nemours, was with a sniall 
troop of gendarmerie, and they went in that direction. 

The French of the main body, rejoiccd to hâve the first conflict. 
lowered visors, and with' fearless courage marched straight upon their 
focs, who divided into two troops, in order by this means to surround 
this small array. The good Chevalier clearly perceived this artifice, and 
.said to the Duke of Nemours : " My lord, let us divide into two 
parties, until we hâve passed the ditch, for they seek to surround us." 

That was straightway donc and they separated. The Spanish, as they 
charged, raised an uproar and terrible shout of ** Spain, Spain ! Sant lago ! 
Slay the horses, slay the horses ! *' 

Furiously they came on, but more furiously were they received by the 
French, who also shouted " France, France ! The horses, the horses ! " For 
the Spanish tried nought else, save, upon the first attack, to kill tlic 
horses, inasmuch as they hâve a proverb which saith, " If the stecd bc 
slain, the knight is lost." * 

Since God created heaven and earth, there has not bccn sccn a more 
bloody or stubborn onset than that which «the French and Spanish 
delivered against each other. More than a full half hour this conflict 
lasted. Face to face with each other they rested to regain their breath ; 
then they lowered their visors, and began again most nobly, shouting 
" France " and " Spain," with the utmost véhémence in the world. 

The Spanish were a half more in number than the French. So the 
Lord of Alcgre ran straight to his van-guard, and from a distance callcd 
to the band of Messer Robert de La Marck, who carried a device of 
white and black. To them he shouted, ** Advance, white and black, 
advance ! And you also, archers of the guard ! " 

The Duke of Ferrara and the Lord of La Palisse thought indced that 
without great need the Lord of Alègre had not come to fetch them. 
They forthwith left their position, and, at full speed, came to the 

* " Cuerpo de Dios ! Somos matados del cielo ; vamos combater los hombrcs.*' 
•^ Muerto el caballo, perdido Tel hombre d'armes. 
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succour of thc Duke of Nemours and his band, who, although thcy 
wure fcw in number, were ever little by little drivîng back the Spantsh. 




Armour of a Caplun of LaniquEiieU. 



On thc arrivai of this fresh band, there arose a terrible tumult, for 
thc Spanish wcre eagerly assailed 
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The archers of the guard carried small axes, which they used to build 
theîr huts, and which were hung at their horses' saddle-bow. They set 
thèse to work and dealt hard and fierce blows upon the head-pieces of 
thèse Spanîsh, which wondrously dîsmayed them. 

Never was so furious a combat seen ; but at last the Spanish were 
forced to abandon the field, on which, and between the two ditches, 
three or four hundred men-at-arms were slain. Some princes of the 
kingdom of Naples, whose lives were spared, were taken prisoners. 
Every one desired to begin the pursuit ; but the good Chevalier sans 
peur et sans reproche said to the valîant Duke of Nemours, who was ail 
covered with blood and brains from one of his men-at-arms who had 
been slain by a shot from a pièce of artillery, " My lord, are you 
wounded ? " 

" No, thank God ! " said he ; " but I hâve well wounded others." 

" Then God be praised," said the good Chevalier ; " you havc gained 
the battle, and remain to-day the most honoured prince in the world. 
But go no farther fon\'ard, and call your gendarmerie together to this 
place. Let no man yet take to pillage, for it is n6t time. The Captain 
Louis d'Ars and I will go after thèse fugitives, in order that they may 
not retreat behind their foot-men. And for the sake of a living man, do 
not départ hence until the said Captain d'Ars and I come and summon 
you." 

He promised so to do ; but he held not thercto, wherefore evil befcll him. 

You hâve hcard how the foot-men of the Spanish were lying on their 
bellies in a fort right well built and dangerous to assault, becausc they 
could not be seen. Order was given that the two thousand Gascons 
should go the flank and discharge their bolts, which would cause the 
enemy to get up. Now the French foot-soldiers were not two pikcs' 
lengths off; but the fort was too difficult, for not seeing their enemy, 
they knew not where they should try to enter. The Captain Odet and 
the younger Duras said that they were ail ready to go and make the 
Spanish show themselves, but that they ought to havc somc pikcmen 
lent them, in order that, after their men had shot, they might hâve 
support in case any ensigns ^ should make a sally upon them. That 
was reasonable; so there went with them the Lord of Moncavre, who 
had a thousand Picards. The Gascons shot their bolts with skill, and 
wounded many Spanish, who were little pleased thercat, as they showed, 
for ail on a sudden they rose to their feet in excellent order of battle, 

* That is hcrc the troop belonging to an cnsign, the namc bcing applicd to the flag, to 
the ofificer who bore it, and to the men who folio wed him. 
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while front the rear sallied forth tvvo ensigns of a thousand or tvvelve 
hundred mcn, who rushed upon thèse Gascons. 

I know not whosc was the fault, whether theirs or that of the Picards, 
but they vvere routed by the Spanish, and the Lord of Moncavre, the 
knight des Bories, lieutenant of the Captain Odet, the lieutenant of the 
younger Duras, and niany others vvere killed. If any vvere ill-pleased 
thcrevvith, it was their friends ; but the Spanish made a great outcry 
thereat, as if thcy had vvholly gained the battle. Nevertheless, they 
knevv vvell that it was lost to them. So those tvvo ensigns, who had 
routed the Gascons, did not try to return to the rear, but resolved to 
attcmpt to gain Ravenna, and they started upon the causevvay along the 
canal, where thcy marched thrce or four abreast. 

I will leave their story for avvhile, and vvill return to the main mass 
of the French and Spanish foot-men. It happened that when the said 
Spanish vvere made to rise, they showed themselves upon the edge of 
their ditch, upon which the French delivered a fierce, hard, and keen 
assault ; but the others vvere right vvell served by hackbuts, so that 
many vvere killed. In like manner the noble Captain Jacob received 
a shot through his body, whereby he was thrown to earth ; but forthwith 
he raised himsclf, and called to his men in German : ** My lords, let us 
serve the King of France this day as vvell as he hath treated us." 

The good gentleman spake not again, for straightway he fell dead. 
He had a captain under him namcd Fabian, one of the finest and tallest 
men that was ever seen. and he, when he perceived the death of his 
good master, desired to live no longer, but performed in truth one of 
the boldest deeds that ever man could do. For, inasmuch as the Spanish 
kcpt a huge impediment of crossed pikes upon the border of their ditch, 
which prevented the French from making an entry, this Captain Fabian, 
wishing to die rather than not to avenge the death of his noble captain, 
seized his pike cross-wise (he was e.xceedingly tall) and holding it thus, 
placed it over those of the Spanish which vvere lowered, and, by his 
great strength, pressed their points to the earth. 

Seeing which, the French pushed on eagerly, and came vvithin the 
ditch ; but to pass it there was exceeding great slaughter, for never did 
mcn make better defence than the Spanish, who, even when they no 
longer had arm or leg left whole, bit at their fœs. 

During this entry many French captains vvere slain, such as the Baron 
of Grandmont, the Captain Maugiron, who did ail that was possible in 
arms. and the Lord of Bardassan. The Captain Bonnet reeeived a 
thrust of a pike in his forehead, whereof the iron remaincd in his hcad. 
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In short, the French received great damage therein, but the Spanîsh 
greater ; for the gendarmerie of the French van-guard fell upon them on 
the flank and broke them entirely. And they were ail slain and eut to 
pièces, except the Count Pedro Navarro, who was a prisoner, and some 
other captains. 

I must return to those two ensigns who fled, thinking to gaîn Ravenna, 
but on the road they met the Bastard Du Fay, and the guidons and 
archers, who made them tum back their faces along the causeway. The 
Bastard Du Fay pursued them not far, but returned to the main affair, 
where he served marvellously well. 

You should understand that when thèse two ensigns sallied forth from 
the troop, and had routed the Gascons, many (of the latter) fled, 
and some came even to the place where was the victorious Duke of 
Nemours, who, coming in front of them, demanded what it was. A clown 
answered, "It is the Spanish who hâve routed us." 

The poor prince, thinking that this was the troop of his foot-men, was 
in despair, and without looking who followed him, threw himself upon 
this causeway, by which those two ensigns were retreating, who thus 
meet him in their way, him and about fourteen or fifteen men-at-arms. 
They had again reloaded some hackbuts, which they discharged, and 
then advanced with pikes pointed upon that noble Duke of Nemours 
and those who were with him, who could not well avoid them, for the 
causeway was narrow. On one side was the canal whither they could 
not descend, on the other a great ditch which could not be passed. 

In short, ail those who were with the Duke of Nemours were thrown 
into the water or fell into the ditch. The good Duke had his horse 
houghed. Sword in hand, he leapt to his feet, and ncver did Roland 
at Roncesvalles achieve such feats as he did there, and, no less, his 
cousin the Lord of Lautrec. The latter saw well the great danger 
wherein he was, and cried as loud as he could to the Spanish, " Kill 
him not, it is our Viceroy, the brother of your Queen." 

However this might be, the poor lord fell there, after having received 
many wounds, for from the chin up to his forehead he had fourteen or 
fifteen, and thereby the noble prince proved truly that he had not 
turned his back. 

The son of the Lord of Alègre, named Viverols, was drowned in the 
canal, and his father was slain in the defeat of the foot-men. The Lord 
of Lautrec was there left for dead, as well as many others. 

The said two ensigns fled along the causeway, which ran for more 
than ten miles, and when they were fivc or six miles from the field, 
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they met thc good Chevalier, who was coming from the pursuit with 
about thirty or forty men-at-arms, exceeding tired and weary. Ncvcr- 
thcless he resolved to charge thc foes ; but a captain came out from 
thc troop, and began to say in his own language, " Lord, what would 
you do? You know well you are not in force to dcfcat us. You hâve 
won the battle and killed ail our mcn. Lct thc honour you hâve gained 
suffice you, and grant us to départ uîth our livcs, for by thc will of God 
hâve wc cscapcd," 

The good Chevalier knew «cil that the Spaniard spakc tnily ; more- 
over hc had not a horsc that could stand up. Howevcr he demundcd 
their ensigns, which were given him ; and then they opencd, and he 
passed through them, and lct theni go. Alas! hc knew not that thc 
good Duke of Nemours was dead, or tliat thèse werc the mcn who had 
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killed him, for hu would hâve died tcn thousand dcaths before he would 
not havc avcnged hîni, if hc had known it 

Uuring the buttlc, and before thc total defeat, Don Ramon de Cardone, 
the Viceroy of Naples, took to ftij^ht with about thrce hundrcd men-at- 
arms, and the Captain Kamasso with hîs foot-mcn dîd lîkewisc. The 
rcmainder were slain or captured. Thc good Chevalier and ail the 
l'rench retumed from the pursuit about four hours after noon, and thc 
battle had begun about eight o'clock in thc moming. 

Kvcry one was apprised of thc dcath of that virtuous and noble prince, 
the gontle Duke of Nemours, for whom a mouming began in the camp 
of the Frcnch, so exceedîng grcat, that I belicvc that if thcre had 
arrived two thousand frcsh foot-mcn and two hundred men-at-arms, thc 
Frcnch would havc bcen whoUy dcfcatcd, as wcll from thc tcùl and 
fatigue which ail thc day long thc Frcnch had endurcd, for no man was 
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exempt from fighting if he wîshed, as also from the great and extrême 
grief whîch they bore în theîr heart for the death of their leader. He 
was carrîed to hîs quarters by'hîs gentlemen amîd deep weepîng and 
lamentations. 

There hâve been many battles, since God created heaven and earth, 
but never was one seen, for the number of men there, so bloody, se 
furious, or better fought on both sides, than the battle of Ravenna. 




.■^'Sv> 



Soldicrs desiroying Iheir shirts to bincl up Bafanl's Wonnd. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 



Concerning Ihe noble mcn who dicd in the bloody baltle of Ravcnna, as wcU on thc side 
of ihc Krcnch as on ihal of Ihc Spanish, and conccrning the pmoncrs. Thc capture 
of thc toH-n of Ravenna. How tivo monihs aficrw.irds, in thc ycar fiftccn hundrcd 
and twdvc, thc Frcnch werc drivcn out of Italy. Conccrning ihc gricvous sickness 
of thc good Chevalier. <3f thc expédition to ihc kingdom of Navarre, and of ail that 
happcni'd in thc ycar aforcsaid. 



this cruel battle thc kingdom of France sufTcred 
gricvous loss, for thcrc died thc man who, for his âge, 
had not his equal in prowess on earth.' This was thc 
noble Duke of Nemours, whosc memory will remain as 
long as the vvorld shall last. Thcre was some secret 
understanding to makc hini King of Naples, if he had 
lived, and Pope Julius would hâve found thercin an ill 
bargain. But it pleased God to keep him alive no 
I believe that the Nine Worthies askcd this boon ; for had he 
equal number of years, he would hâve surpassed them ail. 
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de Cardone, flcd, as we havc seen in thc prcceding chapier, 
' He wished to descend from his borse and get upon another 
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The noble Lord of Alègre, and hîs son, the Lord of Viverols, there 
ended theîr days. And so did the Captain La Crotte, the lieutenant of 
the Lord of Imbercourt, the Captains Molart, Jacob, Philip of Fribourg, 
Maugiron, Baron of Grandmont, Bardassan, and many other captains ; 
of foot-soldîers, there dîed about three thousand men, and.eighty men- 
at-arms of the companies of the Kîng of France, with seven of hîs 
gentlemen, and nine archers of his guard ; while of the rcmainder the 
greater number were wounded. 

The Spanish suffered there such damage as they will not rccover in 
a hundred years ; for they lost twenty captains of foot, two thousand 
men, or but little less, and their Captain-general, the Count Pedro 
Navarro,* was made prisoner. Of knights, there were killed Don 
Menaldo de Cardone, Don Pedro d'Acunha, Prior of Messina, Don 
Diego de Quinonez, the Captain Alvarado, the Captain Alonzo d*Estella, 
and more than thîrty captains or chiefs of ensigns, and as many as 
eight hundred men-at-arms, without the prisoncrs. Thèse were Don 
Juan de Cardone, who died in prison, the Marquis of Bitonto, the 
Marquis of Liceta, the Marquis of La Padula, the Marquis of Pescara, 
the Duke of Trajetto, the Count of Concho, the Count of Populo, and 
a hundred other great lords and captains, along with tlic Cardinal de 
Médicis, the papal legate in their camp. They lost ail their artillery, 
hackbuts, sind waggons. In short, of fuU twenty thousand men of horsc 
and foot, there escaped not four thousand that were not slain or 
captive. The foUowing day the French advcnturers and lanscjucnets 
pillaged the town of Ravenna, whilc the Lord Marc Antonio Colonna 
retreated into the citadcl, which was safe and str()n<^. The Captain 
Jacquin, he who had the mcrry discourse with the astrologer of Carpi. 
was the first, in spite of the prohibition that had becn made ; '^ w herc- 
upon the Lord of La Palisse had him hangod by the ncck. 



vcry handsonie one But ihc noble Bayard pursucd hini so closely, tluit he had not tinie 
to niount, and took to flight. And Bayard captured the horse he sought to niount, the 
which he afterwards gave to niy Lord of Lorraine. I havc many timcs seen the horse at 
Nancy, and it was the finest and most spirited horse and the best caparisoned I havc 
ever beheld, and was afterwards placed by niy lord in his stud." Apart froni this 
matter, Chanipier's account of this campaign is fuU of stupid inaccuracies. In the 
Appendix is a letter written by Bayard to his uncle, the Bishop of Grenoble. It only 
confirms in other terms the story of the Loyal Scr\'itcur, who no doubt on this occasion 
held the pen for his master. 

* For an account of his future carecr sce note to p. 298. 

* That is, began the pillage, in spite of the gênerai prohibition, which, however, bas 
not been nientioncd by our author. This is the notorious Jacquin. whose hanging the 
astrologer of Carpi had predicted. 
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It was fuUy întended to advance farther, if the good Duke of 
Nemours had remained alîve, but by his death everything was stayed, 
although Pietro Morgante and the Lord Roberto Orsini would right well 
hâve fulfiUed their promise.* Moreover the Lord Jean-Jacques kept 
writing every day that the Venetians and Swiss were assembling to 
make a descent on the duchy of Milan, and the Emperor Maximilian 
was even now beginning secretly to fall away. Wherefore the army of 
the French set forth to retum towards the said duchy of Milan, whcre 
ail the captains met in the town, and they interred the noble Duke of 
Nemours in the Cathedral with greater pomp than ever prince had bcen 
buried with. For there were more than two thousand mourners, for 
the most part on horseback ; forty ensigns takcn from the encmy were 
borne before his corpse, trailing on the ground, whilc his own ensigns 
and guidon came after, and near to his person, to shew that it was 
thèse that had brought low the pride of the others. At thèse mournful 
obsequies there was great weeping and lamentation. 

After his death ail the captains had chosen for their leader the Lord 
of La Palisse, as bcing a very virtuous knight ; and also because the 
Lord of Lautrec had reccived a deadly wound and had been taken to 
Fcrrara to be cured ; whcre he met with such kind and courteous 
treatment from the Duke and Duchess, that he retumed in good 
health. 

Pope Julius, seeking always to continue in his charitable design, 
madc the Emperor déclare war against the French ; and he commanded 
the small number of lansquenets, who, after the day of Ravenna, still 
remained with the French, to withdr.iw. Their principal captain was 
the brother of the Captain Jacob, and he «it his bidding retumed and 
took thcm ail with him, except seven or cight hundred, who were re- 
taincd by a young adventurer-captain who had nothing to gain in 
(îcrmany. 

During this season, just as the French were minded to bring the 
Cardinal de Médicis into France, he was rescued at Pîetra di Qua, • 
which was a stroke of fortune for him ; and he owed it to Messer 
Mattco di Beccaria, of Pavia, who performed the exploit ; for later he 
became Pope.^ 

' The author nowhcre mentions this promise. Il appears that Orsini and Mor^^ante, 
(callcd Mazarini in the Italian records), bcing secretly won over to France, h::d tncd to 
raisc Rome against l'ope Julius II. Morgante afterwards madehis peace with the Pope, 
for we find him a prisoner of Dayard at the end of the first campaign of Francis I. 

^ Under the namc of Léo X. 



m 
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A little afterwards the army of the Venetians, the Swiss, and the 
partisans of the Pope, came down în great force, and found the French 
army dîscomfited and broken. And although they stood against them 
at several passages, nevertheless at last they were constrained to retreat 
to Pavîa, whîch they resolved to hold. So the captains at the gâtes 
were ordered each to fortîfy his quarter, which they began right well to 
do ; but lîttle rest had they, for the enemy were there two days later. 

The French had made a bridge of boats, although there was one of 
stone at the saîd Pavia ; but this was, that in case any trouble should 
come upon them, they mîght hâve a better retreat And so it soon 
happened; for one day, I know not by what means, the Swiss entered 
the town by the castle, and came as far as the square, where already, 
at Sound of the alarm, the foot-soldiers and several horsemen had 
assembled together, with the Captain Louis d*Ars, who was then 
govemor, and who there did wondrous deeds. So did the Lord of La 
Palisse, and the noble Lord of Imbercourt ; but, above ail, the good 
Chevalier achieved feats incredible ; for with twenty or thirty of his 
men-at-arms he kept back the Swiss more than two hours, fighting ail 
the while ; and during that time he had two horses killed between his 
legs. 

In the meantime the artillery withdrew in order to pass over the 
bridge ; and while this was doîng, the captain Pierrepont, who had been 
watching the enemy on both sides, came and said to the company that 
was fighting in the square, " Retreat, my lords, for above our wooden 
bridge the Swiss are passing by tens in a number of small boats, and 
if once they pass over in sufficient force, they will gain the end of our 
bridge, and we shall be shut up in this town, and ail eut to pièces.'* 

He was a wise and valiant captain ; wherefore at his word, but 
always fighting, the French retreatcd straight to their bridge, where as 
they were eagerly pursued, there was a severe and stubborn skirniish. 
However the horsemen passed over, and there remained behind about 
three hundred lansquenets to guard the foot of the said bridge. But a 
great misfortune then happened, for just as they had accomplished the 
passage of the last pièce of artillery, which was a long culverin called 
Madame de For H (and had bcen retaken from the Spanish at Ravenna). 
it sank the first boat Wherefore the poor lansquenets, seeing that they 
were lost. sought safety as best they could ; nevertheless there were a 
number killed, and others were drowned in the Ticino. 

When the French had passed the bridge, they broke it, so that they 
were pursued no farther. But a great misfortune befell the pjood 
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Chevalier, whkh ivas that, as he was dtfending tlie end of the bridge, 
a falcon-shot was discharged froni the town, and graied him between 




Colamn of thi Frcnch M Ravenn*. 

the shoulder and the ncck, so that ail the flesh was carried away ei-en 
to the bone. 
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Those who saw the blow believed for certain that he was slaîn; but 
he, who was never affrighted at anythîng that he saw, although he felt 
himself grîevously wounded, and because he knew well that it was net 
then a tîme to betray alarm, said to his companions, "My lords, 
ît is nothîng." 

Haste was made to staunch the wound as well as one could, wîth 
moss taken from the trees, and linen whîch some of his soldiers tore 
from theîr shirts ; for there was no surgeon there on the occasion of 
the mîsfortune. 

Thus the army of the French retreated as far as Alessandria, whither 
the Lord Jean-Jacques had gone before to cause a bridge to be made 
for them. Nor did they rest there long ; but they resolved to abandon 
Lombardy altogether, except the castles of Milan and of Cremona, 
Lugano, Locamo, the town and castle of Brescia, where the Lord of 
Aubigny remained, and a few other places in the Valteline. 

So the French recrossed the mountains,* and were lodged for some 
time in the garrisons that had been appointed them. The good 
Chevalier retumed straight to Grenoble, to visit the bishop, his good 
uncle, whom he had not seen for a long time. He was a prelate of as 
virtuous and goodly a life as any then on earth. He received his 
nephew with rare kindness, and made him lodge in his own palace, 
where every day he was cared for like a stone set. in gold.^ There 
came also to see him the ladics of the neighbourhood of Grenoble, and 
likewise those of the town, who altogether could never tire of praising 
him, which caused him much shame. 

Now during this period, I know not whether bccausc of the great 
toil which the good Chevalier had undergone for many years, or 
whether ît was from the falcon-shot which he received on the retreat 
from Pavia, but a severe continuai fever laid hold of him, and lasted 
for seventeen days, so that they despaired of his lifc. 

The poor gentleman, seeing himself so cast down by sickness, made 
the most piteous complaints ever heard ; and in listcning to his voice, 
hard indeed must be his heart from whose eyes no tears had fallen. 

" Alas ! my God," said he, " since it was thy good pleasure to take 
me from this world so soon, why didst thou not grant this favour to 
let me die in the company of that gentle prince, the Duke of Nemours, 
and with my other comrades, on the day of Ravenna ; or why did it 

* That is, the Alps. 

'-* That is, as a precious gcm. The author has already spoken of the heart of Bayard 
as " fair as a pcarl." 
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not pleasc thee to allow me to end my life at the assault of Brescia, 
where I was so grievously wounded ? Alas ! wîth far more joy should 
I then hâve died ; for at least I should hâve followed in the steps of 
my good ancestors, who hâve ever remaîned on the field of battle. My 
God ! to think that I hâve passed through so many great périls of 
artillery în battles, in assaults, and în encounters, from which thou hast 
vouchsafed me to escape, and now must I die in my bed like a maid. 
Nevertheless, however much I would hâve it otheruise, thy holy will be 
done ! I am a great sinner, but I hâve hope of thy infinité mercy. 
Alas! my Creator, in the past hâve I grievously offendcd thee; but if 
I had lived longer, I had good hope, with thy grâce, soon to amend 
my wîcked life." 

Thus did the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche make his regrets ; 
and then, because he bumed with heat from the great fever that pos- 
sessed him, he addressed our Lord St. Anthony with thèse words : 
"Ah ! Saint Anthony, glorious confessor and true friend of God, ail my 
life I hâve so loved thee and had such trust in thee ; yet thou leavest 
me hère to bum in such extrême heat. that I désire nothing further than 
that speedy death may takc me. Alas ! hast thou even forgottcn, how, 
during the war against the Pope în Italy, when I was lodged at Rovera 
in one of thy houses,* I saved it from buming, and how, without me, 
fire would hâve been laid thereto ! But in remembrance of thy holy name, 
I made my abode therein, although it was beyond the fortrcss and in 
péril from the enemy, who night and day could come upon me, without 
finding anything ablc to kcep them off. And yet I loved better to 
dwell a month in this fashion than that thy house should bc destroyed. 
At least I pray thee to relieve me from this terrible heat, and to make 
rcquest to God for me, either that He may soon take me from this 
misérable world, or that He may give me hcalth." 

So piteously did the good Chevalier bewail himself, that thcre was no 
jxrrson about him not dissolved in tears, and among them his good uncle 
the bishop, who was without ceasing in prayer for him. And not only 
hc. but ail the nobles, citizens, merchants, and religious orders, both men 
and women, day and night kept making prayers and orisons for him ; 
and it is not possible that among so many there should not be some 

' The head house of the Antonists, or order of St. Anthony, was in Dauphiny, ncar 
Vienne, which explains the particular dévotion of Bayard. His appeal is further justified 
by a legend of Dauphiny, which attributes to the prayers of the saint the cure of a 
gentleman attacked by a very painful éruption, to which the name of St Anthony*s firc 
was given in the niiddle âges. Hospitals dedicatcd to the treatment of like affections 
wcrc placed under the patronage of this saint. 

/ 2 



HisTORY OF Bavard. 



good person whom Our Lord would be willing to hear ; as, indeed, was 
clear enough. For his fever left him Httle by lîttle, and he began to 
rest and to hâve a taste for food ; so that in fifteen days or three weeks, 
with good treatment, he was entîrely cured, and as btîthe as ever. So 
he gave himself to pastîmes in the neîghbourhood, visiting hîs friends 
and the ladies from house to house, and giving them many banquets 
for diversion. 

The good Chevalier remained for some while afterwards ïn Dauphiny, 
making great cheer, until the time when the Kîng of France, his master, 
sent an army into Guyenne, under the chaîne of the Duke of Longue- 
ville, with întent to recover the kingdom of Navarre, which shortly 
before the Kîng of Arragon had usurped by violence from him who 
held it by just title; neither did he' allège any pretext therein, save 
that the other was an ally of the King of France. 

I know not how it went with this fair expédition, but after havïng 
been there a long while without accomplishing anything, the main army 
retumed ; and a part thereof was sent across the Pyrénées, having for 
îts leader the Lord of La Palisse. Then, some time after, the good 
Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, was sent as a succour, and he took 
with him several pièces of huge artillery. With them the King of 
Navarre was driven out 

They captured some small forts, and then went to lay siège to Pam- 
peluna Meanwhile the good Chevalier set forth to take a castle, wherein 
he gained great honour, as you shall hear. 

' That is, the King of Arragon, Ferdinand the Cntholic. 





"U il you who wuuld kill the dtplain Bayard!" 



CIIAFTKR XI.V. 



How, H-hilc thcy laid sicjît lo tho lowi 
by assault in ihc kingdoni of Nai'; 
and dislinguishod kni^-ht. 



[upcluna, ihc good Chevalier look a, c.istlc 
L'roin hc pcrfonncd a fcal worlhy of a wîsc 




Il ILE tho noble Lord of La Palisse, with thc King 
of Navarre, was plantin^ the sicgc before thc town 
of l'ampcluna, he was advJscd that it would be well 
to capturu a castlc about four leagues thence, whîch 
WTought tjxcccding mischicf to the Frcnch camp. I 
am confident therc could not be any great force in 
the place. Nevertheless, because it was suspected that 
in a small town near at hand, called Pont-ia-Rcîne,' 
thcre might be some soldiers who might perchance seck to relieve ib 
he thought it well that a fairly strong body of horsc and foot should 
bc taken. 

Thc King of Navarre and the Lord of La Palisse asked the good 

' l'utntc la Kc)'na. 
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Chevalier to take this enterprîse în hand, and he, never loath for any 
work that could be given hîm, straightway undertook it He took hîs 
own Company, and that of the Captain Bonneval, a brave knîght, a 
certain number of adventurers, and two ensigns of lansquenets, contaîn- 
ing each four hundred men, and thus marched in full light of day before 
this place. 

He sent a trumpet to summon those within to place themselves în 
the hands of their sovereign, the Kîng of Navarre, that he would grant 
them pardon, and let them go safe with their lives and property ; other- 
wise if they were taken by assault, they should be eut to pièces. 

The men in the fortress were soldiers, whom the Duke of Najera and 
the Alcalde of Las Donzellas, lieutenant in the said kingdom for the 
King of Spain, had put therein ; and they were ail good and loyal 
servants of their master. They made answer that they would never 
surrender the place, and themselves still less. The trumpeter came and 
made his report; on hearing which the good Chevalier made no further 
delay, except to plant four large pièces of artillery which he had, and 
to cannonade the place well and soundly. The garrison, which was about 
a hundred men, had a number of hackbuts on rests, and two falconets, 
which did their duty right well in shooting at their foes. But they 
could not play their part so well, but that in less than an hour there 
was a breach in their place, large enough, but not easy to climb. But 
in such matters one must take other than onc's désire. The good 
Chevalier bade the assault be soundcd, and came to the lansquenets, 
exhorting them to advance. Their interpréter spoke for them, and said 
that it was their ordinance that whenever a place was taken by assault, 
they should receive double pay, and that if that were promiscd them, 
they would advance to the said assault, but otherwise not. 

The good Chevalier knew nothing of thèse ordinances ; still he replied 
that without default, if they took the place, they should hâve what they 
demanded, and he answered for it, because he had no désire to wait 
there long. 

It was very well to promise, but devil a lansquenet ever mounted 
the breach. 

The adventurers advanced briskly, but they were hcavily repulsed 
twîce or thrice, and, of a truth, the defcnders shewed clcarly that they 
were men of war. 

When the good Chevalier discerned their courage, he saw well that 
he should never capture them in this contest. He ordered the retreat 
to be sounded ; after which, he had ten or twelve cannon shot off. 
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making pretence that he wished to increase the breach. But he had 
something else in his mind ; for while the artillery was beîng discharged, 
he came to one of his men-at-arms, a right brave fellow named Petit- 
Jehan de la Vergne, to whom he said : " La Vergne, if you will, do a 
good service, and you shall be revvarded. Look you well at that great 
tower at the corner of this castle. When you shall see me recommence 
the assault, take two or three laddcrs, and with thirty or forty men try 
to mount into that tower, for, on my life, you will find no one there 
to défend it ; and if you do not enter the place that way, then speak 
ill of me ! " 

The othcr right well undcrstood the order. He rested but until the 
assault was re-commenced more fierccly than before, when ail the men 
of the place ran to défend the breach, and had no eyes elsewhere, for 
they had never thought of an entry by any other quarter. Wherefore 
they were deceived ; for La Vergne performed his task right well, and 
without bcing perceived by the enemy, raised his ladders, by the help 
whereof he climbed into this tower, and more than fifty companions 
with him, who were never discovered by the enemy until they were 
within the fortress, when they shouted " France ! France I Navarre ! 
Navarre ! " Then they rushed from the rear upon the men who stood to 
défend the breach, and who, being surprised, were utterly amazed. 

Nevertheless they prepared to défend themselves, and did their devoir 
as brave warriors ; but their prowcss scr\'ed them little, for the assail- 
ants got in, and ail, or nearly ail, were put to the sword, and the 
whole place was overrun and pillaged. This done, the good Chevalier 
Icft thcrcin one of the gentlemen of the King of Navarre, with some 
companions, and then began his retum to the camp. 

As he was about to start, two or three captains of his lansquenets 
came towards him, and, through their interpréter, said that he had 
promised to give them double pay, and that the place had been taken. 

At this proposition the good Chevalier was exceeding wroth, and 
angrily replied to the interpréter, " Tell your scoundrels of lansquenets 
that I will rather give them each a halter to hang themselves. Rascals 
that they are, who never would try the assault, and now demand double 
pay ! I will s|K'ak thereof to my Lord of La Palisse, and to my Lord of 
SufTolk, their captain-general, but it will be to havc them cashiered ! " 

The interpréter repeated his words, and forthwith arose a prodigious 
uproar. But the good Chevalier had the assembly sounded, and got 
together his men-at-arms and adventurcrs in such fashion, that if the 
others had made a show of doing anything, he was prepared to eut 
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them to pîeces. They became calm by degrees, and marched înto the 
camp before Pampeluna, in order Hke the dthers. 

I must relate a short story to amuse you. 

When the good Chevalier arrived, he had great cheer from the Kîng 
of Navarre, the Lord of La Palisse, the Duke of Suffolk, and from ail 
the captains, to whom he narrated the behaviour of the lansquenets, 
whereat there was laughter enough. In the evening he gave a supper 
to a large number of captains, and among others the Duke of SufTolk 
was there, the captain-general of ail the lansquenets in camp, of whom 
he had six or seven thousand. 

As they were finîshing their supper, there arrived a lansquenet who 
had drunk pretty deeply ; and when he entered, he did not know what 
he had to say, save that he sought the Captain Bayard to kill him 
because he would not give them any money. He spake but little 
French, and that îll enough. The Captain Pierrepont heard him, and 
said laughingly to the good Chevalier, " My lord, hère is a lansquenet 
who seeketh you to kill you." 

Then the good Chevalier shewed himself the most merry and ré- 
créative person that could be found. He arose from table, sword in 
hand, and addressed himself to the lansquenet in thèse words : " Is ît 
you who would kill the Captain Bayard ? Hère he is ! défend yourself.*' 

The poor lansquenet, somewhat drunk though he was, was greatly 
frightened, and answered in very ill French : " It is not I who want to 
kill the Captain Bayard ail alone, but it is ail the lansquenets." 

" Ah ! by my soûl," said the good Chevalier, who was faint with 
laughter. ** I give in ; I hâve not the courage to fight seven thousand 
lansquenets. Truce, comrade, for the love of God ! " 

AU the Company set to laughing immodcrately at thèse words. Then 
the lansquenet was seated at table, facing the good Chevalier, who made 
him complète his bouzing as hc had begun, in such manner that before 
he departed thence, he vowed that, while hc had life, he would défend 
the Captain Bayard against the world ; and he swore that he was an 
honest man and kept good wine. 

The King of Navarre and the Lord of La Palisse hcard the taie that 
evening, and laughed thereat like the rest. 

On the day after the good Chevalier's arrivai, the artillery began to 
shoot against the town of Pampeluna, which was very strongly built. 
Then it was determined to give the assault, and an attcmpt was made, 
but the garrison defended themselves so well, that it was abandoned, 
and the French suffered great loss thercin. Hc who hcld the place 
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was that noble Spanish knight who was called the Alcalde of Las 
Donzellas. 

This was a very disastrous expédition ; for the French, on their entry 
into Navarre, destroyed and consumed ail property, broke down the 
mills, and did many other things, whereby they suffered much distress 
aftcrwards. For the famine was so scvere there, that many men died 
thereof, and ncver in any army was there so great want of shœs, for a 
sorry pair for a lacquey* cost a crown. In short, ail thèse misfortunes 
coming together, and added thereto the arrivai of the Duke of Najera 
at Pont-la-Reine, near to Pampeluna, with a relief of eight or ten thou- 
sand men, the King of Navarre was advised by the Lord of La Palisse 
and ail the cai)tains to withdraw until anothcr season. 

So the siège was raised, in full day, from before Pampeluna, and the 
artillery started on the road ; but it was taken but few stages, for the 
mountains it had to cross were too wild. The French were constrained, 
after that by force of men and of money they had brought it threc 
days* march, to abandon it at the foot of a mountain, where they broke 
it up, or at least trcated it so that their enemies could not avail them- 
sclves thereof 

It must be known that at the repassing of the Pyrénées there were 
great sufferings from the failure of victuals, and there was not an hour 
of the day frce from sudden and fierce alarms. 

The Duke of Suffolk, called the White Rose,* captain-general of the 
lansquenets, who had a great and perfect friendship with the good 
Clievalier, accompanied them. One day, when he had toiled till he 
could do no more, for he had not eaten or drunk the whole day (they 
were just retiring from a skirmish late in the evening), he sought out 
the good Chevalier, and said to him, ** Captain Bayard, my friend, I am 
dying of hunger ; I pray you, give me some supper to-day, for my men 
hâve told me that there is nothing in my quarters." 

The good Chevalier, who was never surprised at anythîng, answered, 
•* Yes, certainly, my lord ; and you shall be well treated." 

* The namc at that timc for a crossbowman. 

'* Bccausc in the wars of the Roses he had bcsn a Yorkist. He had two brothers, of 
whoin the elder, having taken refuge in Flanders, was basely sold by Philip, son of 
Maximilian, and was executed by order of Henry VIII. The younger, eight years old, 
was imprisoncd in the Tower of London, where he died. He himself took refuge at the 
court of Francis I., who always refused to surrender hinu To savc appearanccs, Suffolk 
kept on the frontier (he lived for sonic;time at Metz), and came and took service with the 
French army on the fréquent occasions when thcrc was war with England. Hc was 
killcd at the battlc of Pavia. 
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Then he called before him his Eteward, to whom he said, "My Lord 
of Mylieu, go you before and hasten the supper, and see that we fare 
as well as in Paris," 

At which words the Duke of Suflblk laughed for a quarter of an 
hour, because for two days past they had eaten but millet-bread. 

However, I assure you that, losîng no men save by famine, the 
French made as good a retreat as soidîers ever made.' And above ail 
the good Chevalier gained surprising honour, inasmuch as he remained 
ever with the rear-guard, until the danger was passed. For readîly 
hath he been ever granted this honour in war, that în goîng fonvard he 
hath ever been among the first, and in retreats among the lasL 




Medal of Léo X. 

Glad indced werc the French whcn, by thcir marches, Ihey had 
rcachcd lîayonnc, for thcy found food în plcnty ; but niany foot-soldiers, 
who were faniished, atc so much, ihat sonie dJcd thcrcof. This was a 
very dîsastrous expédition. 

In this year (1513) died Pope julius, that good Frenchman, and in 
his place was choscn the Cardinal de Médicis, Pope Léo by nanic. 
Thcre appearcd also upon the coast of Britany an arniy of the 

' The fault lay somewhat with the dethroned king, Jean d'Albict, «ho, having bccn 
too long a refugee at the court of France, had raised vain hopcs of a gênerai insurrection 
of his Navarrcse. But not answering his expectations, they eaused the failure of the ex- 
pédition, which had been undertaken wiih weak forces. The Duke of Alva was enabled 
to throw hiniself into Pampeluna and organise résistance, while the dwindling arniy 
aniuscd itself with the siège of a few small casiles, and awaiicd the promised revoit. 
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English, who did nothing great One day, among others, a great ship 
of England, called La Regetite^ and a vessel of the Queen of France, 
namcd La Cordelière, came in sight of each other and approached 
to fight During the combat some one threw fire înto one of the 
vessels, but în the end both of them were bumt The English sufTercd 
thercby a great and grievous loss ; for aboard the said Regeftte were a 
large number of gentlemen, who perished without their being able to 
fînd means of cscape. 




Ancicnl Vieir of Thérouanne, 



CHAPTER XLVI. 



How King Henry of Engl.ind invaded France, and how he laid siège to Thdrouanni 
Concernjng a baille called thc Day of Spurs, whcrein ihe good Chevalier did mar\-e 

lous fcals and great service lo France. 



|N tlie year 15 13, tovvards tlie bcjjinning, thc King of 
France again sent an arniy into Italy iinder tlie charge 
of La Trénioille. Already had thc treaty becn madc 
bctwecn the King of France and the Venetians, to thc 
profit of the lattcr.' Ncverthelcss, fortune went ill 
enough for the French, as thcy lost a day agaînst thc 
Swiss.'' In that battle the sons of Messer Robert de 
La Marck, who wcre in charg e of some lansquenets, 
wcre alinost left for dead, and thcir fathor went and found them in a 




' This trcaly ivas concluded at Bloîs by thc Proveditorc Andréa Gritli, who, like an 
able pohtician, lurned hls captîvity to accounl. 

" Thc batllc of Novata,Junc 6, 1513. when livo ihousand Swiss, "ayant bu chacun 
un coup," as Du Ikll.iy says, plundcrcd the French camp. 
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ditch. The French were again forced to abandon Lombardy for thîs 
year.^ 

On theîr retum, the King of France was informed how Henry, Kîng 
of England, as ally of the Emperor Maximilian, had made a descent 
at Calais, wîth a mighty host, to march into his province of Picardy; 
whither, to resist the foe, he sent a large force, and appointed as his 
lieutcnant-gencral the Lord of Pienncs, govemor of the said province. 

The English, having entered on the campaign, as soon as they 
arrived proceedcd to lay siège to Thérouanne, which was well-buîlt 
and strong, and whither, to hold the same, were sent two exceeding 
brave and gallant gentlemen, the one the Lord of Thélîgny, seneschal 
of Rouergue, a prudent and safe captain, and another from the same 
country, called the Lord of Pontdormi, along with their companies, 
certain French adventurers, and some lansquenets under the charge of 
a Captain Brandeck. They were ail men of war and capable to défend 
the town a long time, if they had had provisions. But ordinarily, 
in France, provisions are not readily found either in season or in 
reason. 

The siège being laid by the English before the said town of Thérou- 
anne, they began to bombard it As yet the King of England was 
not there in f)erson ; for his lieutenants, he had there the Duke of 
SufTolk, Sir Charles Brandon, and the Captain Talbot But a few 
days later he arrived, albeit it was not without having a great frîght 
between Calais and his siège of Thérouanne, near a village called 
Toumehem ; for he fuUy thought to be attacked there by the French, who 
numbered twelve hundred mcn-at-arms, ail resolute warriors. But 
with them at the time were none of their foot-men, which was a great 
misfortunc for them. The King, on the contrary, had no horsemen, but 
about twelve thousand foot, of which number four thousand were lans- 
quenets. Thèse two armies approached within a cannon-shot of one 
another. Seeing this, the King of England feared to be betrayed ; so 
he dismounted, and placed himself in the midst of the lansquenets. 
The French desircd to attack, and in particular the good Chevalier, 
who again and again said to the Lord of Piennes, " Let us charge 
them, my lord ! No harm can come to us, or very little ; for if at the 
first charge we break their line. they are routed. If they drive us 

' Hayard appcars not to havc roadc this campaign. Pcrhaps one should insert hère 
the épisode related by Champier of the Chevalier's joumey to Spain, when, starting by 
sea from La Rochelle, he went disguised as a pilgrim to Santiago in Galicia, then visited 
ail the country round as far as San Salvador, and eventually rcturaed by sea. 
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back, we shall always be able to retire ; for they are on foot, and we 
are mounted." 

Almost ail the French were of thîs opînîon ; but the Lord of Pîennes 
saîd, " My lords, I am charged, on my lîfe, by the King our master, 
to rîsk nothîng, but only to guard hîs country. Do you what shall 
seem good to you, but for my part, I wîU never consent thereto." 

Thus then the matter rested, and the King of England and hîs band 
passed by under the nose of the French. The good Chevalier, who 
against his will had let the matter go in this fashion, made a charge 
on their rear-guard wîth hîs company, and harrîed them so well that they 
were forced to abandon a pièce of artillery, called Saint John; and 
the King of England had eleven others of the same make, and he 
called them his twelve apostles. This pièce was captured and brought 
into the French camp. 

When the King of England had arrived at the siège of Thérouanne, 
you need not ask if there was joy in abundance, for he was a gallant 
prince and right bountiful. 

Three or four days afterwards the Emperor Maximilian arrived, wîth 
a certain number of Hainaulters and Burgundians. The princes made 
great cheer each for the other. After this, the approaches were made 
before the town, and the same was bombarded furiously. The garrison 
answered in the lîke manner, and built up their ramparts as best they 
could, but without doubt they had great want of provisions. 

The King of France had marched as far as Amiens, and every day 
sent word to his lieutenant-general, the Lord of Piennes, that at what- 
ever péril Thérouanne should be re-victualled. That could not be donc 
without great hazard, because it was altogether surrounded by enemîes. 
Nevertheless, to satisfy his master, it was determined that they should 
march with ail the gendarmerie to raise an alarm at the camp, and 
that in the mean time some men, appointed to carry sides of bacon to 
pass into the town, should go and throw them into the ditches, and 
afterwards the men of the garrison would take them out again. The 
day was named to carry out this enterprise, whereof the King of 
England and the Emperor were informed, as you can understand, by 
certain spies, whereof there are enough to be found among armîes. 
And there were some, moreover, double-faced, who feigned to be good 
Frenchmcn, but were of the opposite party. 

The day thus appointed to re-victual the town of Thérouanne showed 
the captains of the King of France ail mounted, together wîth their 
men-at-arms. From the break of day, the Kinp^ of England, who knew 
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of this enterprîse, had placed upon the summit of a hîll ten or twelve 
thousand English archers, and four or five thousand lansquenets, wîth 
eight or ten pièces of artillery, in order that, when the French had 
passed beyond, they mîght corne down and eut off their road ; and at 
the front he had drawn up ail the horsemen, as well the English as 
those of Burgundy and Hainault to assail them. One thing must be 
understood, which few persons hâve known, even those who hâve laid 
blâme for this day on the gentlemen of France, very wrongly ; it is 
that ail the French captains proclaimed to their men-at-arms that this 
expédition they were about was solely for the relief of the garrison of 
Thérouanne, and they did not at ail désire to fight, — so that, if they 
should meet the enemy in great force, they wished their men to 
retreat at a walk, and if they werc pressed, to go from the walk to a 
trot, and from the trot to a gallop ; for they would run no risk. 

Thus then the French began their march, and approached the town of 
Thérouanne a league near or more, when the skirmish commenced 
hard and fierce. And right well the gendarmerie of France performed 
their devoir, until they discovered ujX)n the hill that strong troop of 
foot-men in two bands, which had advanced further forward than they 
were, and intended to descend so as to surround them. Seeing which, 
the retreat was sounded by the trumpets of the French. The men-at- 
arms, who had received their lesson from their captains, began to tum 
back at a quick walk. They were pressed, and went at a trot, and 
then at full gallop, in such manner that the first men hurled themselves 
upon the Lord of La Palisse (who accompanied the main array together 
with the Duke of Longueville) with so great fury, that they threw ail 
into disorder. The pursuers, who followed their design exceeding well, 
sccing such sorry bchaviour, pushed ever onwards, in such wise that 
they made the French altogether turn their backs. 

The Lord of La Palisse and many others there did more than their 
devoir, and shoutcd aloud : **Tum, man-at-arms, tum; this is nothing.** 
Rut that was of no service, and every man tried to gain the camp, 
where the artillery had remained with the foot-men. In this yast 
disorder the Duke of Longueville was taken prisoner, and many others, 
among them the Lord of La Palisse, only he escaped from the hands 
of those who had taken him. 

The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche retreated with great 
regret, and ever tumed upon his foes again and again, with fourteen or 
fifteen men-at-arms who had remained near him. In his retreat, he 
chanced upon a small bridge, where but two mounted men could pass 

2 A 
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abreast ; there was also there a huge ditch full of water, which came 
from more than half a league distant, and went a full half-quarter of a 
league further down to turn a mill. Wlien he was on this bridge, he 
said to them who were with him : " Let us stay hère, my lords ; for 
cur enemy will not gain this bridge of us in an hour." 

Then he called one of his archers, to whom he said : " Hasten to our 
camp and tell the Lord of La Palisse that I hâve stayed the eneniy, 
for at least half an hour hence, and in the meantime bid him set 
every man in order of battle, and let them not be afraid. Tell him 
I think he ought to march hithcr gently ; for if the men who are so 
routed pushed on as far as his men, the latter would find themselves 
undone." 

The archer went straight to the camp, and left the good Chevalier 
with the few men he had, holding this small bridge, where he achieved 
the greatest exploits possible. The Burgundians and Hainaulters came 
up ; but they found they had to fight, for plainly thcy could not pass 
over at their ease ; and the delay that was made there gave time to 
the French who had returned to their camp to set themselves in order 
and ready for defence, if need were. 

When the Burgundians saw that so few men were bearding them, 
they began to cry out to hâve some archers fetched forthwith, and somc 
of them went to hasten them. In the meanwhile more than two hundred 
horse rode alongside the brook and came to the mill, where thcy passed 
over. Thus the good Chevalier was shut in on both sides ; so he said 
to his men: ** My lords, let us surrendcr to thèse gentlemen, for our 
prowess would serve us nothing. Our horscs arc foundcred, they are 
ten against one, our own pcoi)le arc thrcc leagues hence ; and if we 
wait but a little longer, and the English archers arrive, they will eut 
us to pièces." 

As he spake, the said Burgundians and Hainaulters begin to corne 
up, shouting " Burgundy ! Burgundy ! " and they made a fierce assault 
upon the French, who, as they had no means of further defence, 
surrendered themselves, some hère and some there, to the niost 
distinguished of their foes. 

While every man was striving to secure his prisoner, the good Chevalier 
perceived, under some small trees, a gentleman high in rank, who, becausc 
of the great and extrême heat from which he sufifered so that he could 
do no more, had taken off his helmet, and was so drooping and w^eary^ 
that he did not deign to amuse himself with the prisoners. He spurred 
his horse straight at this gentleman, grasping his sword which he hcld 
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to thc othcr's throat, while he cxclaimed: "Surrcnder, man-at-arms, or 
you an; dead ! " 

Who was then dismaycd, if not the gentleman? for he thought indeed 
tliat ail wcrc captured. Neverthcless ho was in fear of dcath, and saîd : 
"I yicld tlicn, sincc I am caught in this way. Who arc you?" 




Seal '■< Henry VIII., King or Kn^ti 



" 1, " saiil the good Chevalier, " am the Captain Bayard, who yield 
myself to you. So take my sword, and I pray you that it be your 
pleasurc to lead me with you. But one courtcsy shali you do me ; if 
we find any EngHsh on the road who would kîll us, you shall retum 

it to nie." 

2 A 2 
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And so the gentleman promised, and held thereto; for as they drew 
near the camp, they both were compelled to use theîr weapons against 
some English who sought to kill the prisoners, but they gained nothîng 
thereby. 

So the good Chevalier was brought înto the camp of the Kîng of 
England, to the tent of this gentleman, who made him right good cheer 
for three or four days. On the fifth, the good Chevalier said to him : 
" Sir, I should be exceeding glad if you would hâve me conducted safely 
to the camp of the King, my master, for I am already wearied to be 
hère." 

" How so ! " said the other ; " as yet we hâve not considered con- 
ceming your ransom.*' 

" My ransom ? " cried the good Chevalier ; " nay, hâve you spoken to 
me of yours ? For you are my prisoner ; and if, since I had your word, 
I hâve yielded myself unto you, that hath been to save my life, not 
otherwise." 

If any one was amazed, it was the gentleman ; for further the good 
Chevalier added : " Thus it was, sir. Should you not keep promise with 
me, I am confident that in some way or other I shall escape ; but be 
assured that afterwards I shall hâve the combat of you." * 

The gentleman knew not what to answer ; for he had heard enough 
spoken of the Captain Bayard, and for a combat he had no désire. 
However he was a right courteous knight, and at last said : ** My Lord 
of Bayard, I seek to treat you only with reason. I will be ruled by 
the captains." 

It must be understood that it was not possible to conceal the good 
Chevalier so entirely but that his présence was known througliout the 
camp, and, to hear the talk of the enemy, they seemed to think that 
they had gained a battle. The Emperor sent for him, and when he 
was brought to his quarters, gave him a grand and noble welcome, and 
addressed him thus : " Captain Bayard, my friend, I hâve very great 
pleasure in seeing you. Would to God I had many such men as you 
are ! I doubt not that in a short time I should find means to take 
full revenge for the fine tricks the King, your master, and the French 
hâve played me in the past." 

Further, he said to him with a laugh : " Methinks, my Lord of Bayard, 
that in former days we hâve been at war together, and I fancy they 
said at that time that Bayard never fled." 

^ That is, I shall challenge you to single combat. 
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To whîch the good Chevalier answered : " Sire, if I had fled, I should 
not be hère." 

Meanwhile the King of England arrived, to whoni the Emperor made 
known the good Chevalier, and the King gave him hearty greeting. 
And then the good Chevalier did him révérence, as was due to such a 
prince. Thcy began to talk of this retreat, and the King of England 
said that never had he seen men run so well and in such numbers as 
the Frcnch, who were put to flight by but four or five hundrcd horsc ; 
and the Emperor and he spoke poorly enough of them. 

*• On my soûl," said the good Chevalier, ** the gendarmerie of France 
ought not to be blamed at ail ; for they had express command from their 
captains not to fight, becausc it was thought that if you came to blows, 
you would bring forth ail your power, as you did do, while \ve had 
neithcr foot-men nor artiller>'. And you know already, high and puissant 
lords, that the nobility of France. is renowned throughout the world ; I 
say not that I deserve to be .of their number." 

" Of a truth," quoth the King of England, " if ail were like you, my 
Lord of Bayard, the siège I hâve laid bcfore this town would soon* be 
raised. But, however that may be, you are a prisoner." 

" Sire," said the good Chevalier, ** I do not confess it, and I fain would 
submit the matter to the Emperor and you." 

Now the gentleman was présent who had brought him in, and to 
whom he had yielded himself after he had received the other's word. 
So the good Chevalier related the whole matter just as it is told above, 
and the gentleman contradicted it in no |X)int, but said : " It is just as 
the Lord of Bayard states." 

The Emperor and the King of England looked at one another ; and 
then the Emperor began to speak, and said that in his opinion the 
Captain Bayard was no prisoner, but rather the gentleman should be 
his. Nevertheless, in considération of the courtesy the latter had shown 
him, they should rcmain quit of their pledges, each to each, and the 
good Chevalier should be at liberty to départ when it should seem good 
to the King of England. And the King said that he was assuredly of 
the same opinion, and that if the good Chevalier would give his word 
to rest six weeks without bcaring arms, after that time he would grant 
him leave to retum, and that in the meanwhile he mîght visit the towns 
of Flanders. For this gracious treatmcnt the good Chevalier gave his 
vcry humble thanks to the Emperor and the King of England, and 
then set forth to divert himself in the country until the day that he 
had promiscd 



358 HisTORY OF Bavard. 



Durîng thîs time the King of England made attempts to gain hîm 
over to be in his service, ofifering him many advantagcs. But ît was 
labour lost, for his heart was wholly French. 

Now you must know one thing, that, although the good Chevalier 
had not great possessions, in his time there is not to be found any man 
who kept a better house than he ; and ail the while he was in the 
country of the Emperor, he entertained the Hainaulters and Burgundians 
munificently. And although the wine there was exceedingly dear, they 
wanted of nothîng when they retired to bed,^ and the day was when he 
hath spent twenty crowns on wine. Many would hâve been very glad 
if he had never left them ; nevertheless when he had fulfilled his term, 
he retumed to France, and he was conducted and accompanied right 
gallantly to within three leagues of his master's country.^ 

For some days the Emperor and the King of England remained 
before Thérouanne, which at last surrendered for want of provisions. 
And the composition was that the captains and men of war should 
départ with their lives and property spared, and that no hurt should be 
done to the inhabitànts of the town nor the place destroyed. 

The promise made to the men of war was well kept, but not that 
made to the inhabitants, for the King of England caused the walls to 
be thrown down and fire kindled at several points, which was a gross 
shame. Afterwards, however, the French restored it to its former state 
and in greater strength than ever. So from that place the Emperor 
and the King of England raised their siège and went and planted it 
before the town of Tournay, which would hâve been well enough 
defended, if the inhabitants had consented to acccpt the aid of the 
French which was offered them, but they said they could make a good 
defence by themselves. Wherefore evil came upon them, for their town 
was taken and delivered into the hands of the King of England, who 
fortified it very strongly. The winter was now advanced ; wherefore the 
army was disbanded, and the King of England retired to his kingdoni, 
and the Emperor into Germany. In likc manner the camp of the Kin'^^ 
of France was broken up, and the men wcre quartcrcd among the 
garrisons on the frontiers of Picardy. 

* That is, there was as much as they could drink and to sparc. 

^ According to Champier, he returned by way of Lorraine, wliero great honour was 
paid to his renown, and also to his position as captain of the conipany of ordnance under 
the ensign of the Duke. Champier says : " I beheld him highly esteemed of ail the nobles 
of the province of Bar and of Lorraine. My Lord of Lorraine gave him some horses 
exceedingly handsome and strong, and made him many fine présents besides ; and he 
presentcd and had made for him at Nancy a bcautiful silver vesscl.'' 
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You ought to bc told of one evcnt which is worthy to bc set down 
in writing ; it is this, that, during thc encampment of the King of 
England and thc Emperor in Picardy. the Swiss. who were then at 
cnmity with the King of France, the Lord of Vergy and many 
lansquenets, to the number of full thirty thousand men of war, made a 
descent into Burgundy, of which the Governor was the virtuous Lord of 
La Trémoille, who at the tinie was in the country. As he had not 
power enough to fight them in the open, he was constrained to retire 
into Dijon, before which town he hoped to check this huge army, which 
soon afterwards came and laid siège to it in two places, and, having 
donc so, bombarded it furiously. 

The good Lord of La Trémoille did his devoir in every way possible, 
and was himself day and night on the ramparts. But when he saw the 
breaches made and how ill-furnished with men of war he was, he knew 
at a glance that the town was on the point of being lost, and in 
conséquence the kingdom of France was in great danger ; for if Dijon 
had been taken, the enemy would hâve gone even as far as Paris. So 
he secretly entered into treaty with the Swiss, and made many fair 
représentations of the benefits and honours they had received from the 
house of PVance, and how he hojX'd that in a short time they would again 
be greater friends than ever ; and that if they rightly understood their in- 
terests, the ruin of the house of France would be to their great détriment. 

They listened to this proposition, and further agreed that, under safe- 
conduct, he should come and speak with them : which he did. And he 
managed them so well, and with such fair words, and also by the aid 
of a certain large su m of money which he promised them (as a surety 
for which he gave them as hostages his nephew, the Lord of Mczières, 
the Lord of Rochefort, the son of the Chancellor of France, and some 
burgesses of the town), that they returned home. 

For this comjK)sition the said Lord of La Trémoille was blamed by 
many, but very wrongly ; for never did any man so great service in 
France in one day as when he caused the Swiss to withdraw from before 
Dijon. Since that too he hath well distinguished himself in many ways. 

The good King Louis XII., in this year fifteen hundred and 
thirteen, suffered dire disasters, and his allies as well, of which one of 
the most conspicuous was the King of Scotlan.d, who, intending to 
invade England, was defeated in a battle by thc Duke of Norfolk, 
lieutenant of the King of England, and was himself slain.^ 

* Floddcn Ficld, August i8, 1513. 
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" But whatcver happcned, the King of France was so beloved of hîs 
subjects that, at their request, God gave him hclp. So that although 
the greatcr part of the Princes of Europe had sworn his ruin, and in 
particular ail hîs neighbours, he kept his realni in safety. From the 
department of Picardy he returned by short stages to his town of Blois, 
which he loved exceedingly, for there he had been bom ; but he abode 
thcre but a short time before a great and irréparable misfortune befell 
him, as you shall hear. 





CUude and Renî-e ol France. From Iwo MeJili. 



CHAl'TKR XLVn. 



or thc dc.Uh of thc niagnaninious nnd virluous Princcsï Anne, Quccn or France, nnd 
Uiichissaf Dritany. 01 Ihc ii)irri,i};c uf iht; King Louis XII. with Mary ofEnijland, 
anJ of [hc dc.iih o( thc said Kin^ Louis. 




; had 



RKB^WIHI-: good Kin^ of France. Louis Xtl., after that hc 

v^iil9CHHË-u ' pas^cd through ail tlicsc mrsfortuncs in this 

year fiftccn hundrcd and thirtccn, and had sctticd 
liis garrisons in Picardy, rclumcd to his lown of Bloî.s, 
whLTt; hc dcsircd to rccroatg hinisclf awhilc. But the 
plcasurc hc thoujjht to takc tumcd to his grcat grief 
and sadni:ss ; for, about thc bcginning of January, 
his good wifc and consort Anne, Quccn of France 
and Duchess of liritany, fcll very gricvousiy sick. For dcspitc of the 
I>hysiciatis, whoni thc King hcr husband or shc had to aid hcr to 
recovcr hcallh, in Icss than ci^ht days shc gave up her soûl to God, 
which was a calamity without cqual for thc Kingdom of France and 
cvcrlastiiig mourning for thc Bretons. The nobility of the two countrics* 

' That is, France and Itrit.ii))'. 
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thereby sufTered inestimable loss ; for a more magnanîmous, more 
virtuous, more prudent, more generous, or more accomplished princess 
had not wom crown in France, since the title of queen hath been. 




c of the Casde of lilois. 



Not only did the Frcnch and Bretons lameiU lier deccasc. but in 
Gcrmany, the Spains, England, Scotland, and througliout the rcst of 
Europe tlicrc was wailing and weeping. 
The King her husband was not wont to iiiake gifts of large sunis of 
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money, for fear of galling his people ; but this worthy lady dîd enough 
in that matter ; and there were few men of vîrtue in her two countries, 
to whoni she had not once in her life given some présent Not thirty- 
eight years had the noble Princess accomplished when cruel death 
through her wrought so great injury to ail nobility. And if any man 
would describe her virtucs and her life according to her déserts, then 
must God resuscitate Ciccro for the Latin tongue and Master Jean de 
Meung for the French, becausc the modems could never attain thereto. 

By this so lamentable and exceeding piteous decease the good King 
Louis was so cast down, that, for the space of eight days, he did but 
weep, praying cvcry hour that it might be our Lord's pleasure that he 
might départ and hold her company. AU the comfort which remained 
to him was that therc was issue living of him and the good deceased 
two good and fair Princesses, Claude, and Renée, who was about three 
years of âge. The Queen was brought to St. Denis and there 
buried ; and the service for her was performed, as well at the said 
Blois as at the said place of St. Denis, with the utmost possible 
solcmnity. For more than three entire months, throughout ail the 
Kingdom of France and the Duchy of Britany, you could hâve heard 
speak of naught else but this moumful decease. Nay, I certainly 
believe that it doth still abide in the memory of many persons, for the 
great gifts, the sweet réception, and gracious speech she gave to every 
one, will render her immortal. 

About the month of May cnsuing, that is to say fifteen hundred and 
fourteen, my Lord Francis, Duke of Valois and Angouléme, next heîr 
to the crown, married the Lady Claude, cldest daughter of France and 
Duchess of Britany, at the place of Saint Germain-en-Laye. 

In the said year, and about the month of October, under the conduct 
of the Lord of Longueville, who, being himself a prîsoner, had made 
treaty in Kngland for the marriage between King Louis and the Lady 
Mary, sister of the aforesaid King of England, the said lady was 
brought to Abbeville, where the said lord espoused her. The King 
had no great nced to be married, for many reasons ; moreover he had 
no great désire thcreunto. But because he saw himself engaged on ail 
sides in war which he could not maintain without pressing heavily on 
his people, he likened himself to the pélican.* 

For after the Queen Mary had made her entry into Paris, which she 
did with great pomp, and after that the many jousts and toumeys, 



* That is, sacrificed himself for his people. 
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lasting for more than six weeks, had corne to an end, the good King, 
who on account of his wife had changed his whole manner of living 
(for, whereas he had been woiit to dine at eight o'clock, he had to dine 
at noon ; and whereas hc was accustomed to retire at six in the 
evening, he oftcn went to bed at midnight), at the end of the month of 
December fell sick. From which sickness cvcry human remedy was of 
no avail to préserve him from yielding bis soûl to God on the first of 
January followîng, after midnight 

He was in his lifetime a good prince and wise and vîrtuous, who 
maîntaîncd his pcople in peacc without oppressing them in any way, 
save of nccessity. He had in his tinie both good and bad fortune in 




l>lcnty, wheruforc lie gaincd ample knowlodge of the world. He 
obtained many victorics over his ciicmics, but, towards the end of his 
days. Fortune somcwhat turncd to him hcr alTrightcd countenance.' 
The good Prince was lamented and mcurncd by ai! his subjects and 
not without reason; for lie had kcpt theni in pcace and in grcat justice, 
in such wise ihat, after liis death and ail eulogies spoken of him, he 
was called the Father of the l'eople. This title was given him for 
good reason. Me was not yet fifty-six years of âge when hc paid the 
tribute of nature. He was borne to his grave at St Denis alongside of 
his good prcdccessors, in ihe niidst of great weeping and lamentation 
and to the decp regret of his subjects. 

' i n otlicr H'ords, frowncd up<m him or liimed hcr back un him. 
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After him, Francis, the first of his name, succeeded to the crown, at 
the agc of twenty, as handsomc a prince as there was in the world ; 
who had cspouscd the Lady Claude of France, elder daughter of the 
King his predecessor, and Duchcss of Britany. Never had there been 
secn a King in France with whom the nobility was so wcll pleased. 
He was brought to Rheinis to be consecratcd, accompanied by ail the 
princes, gentlemen, and officers, of whom there was so great a number 
that it is a matter almost surpassing belief. And it must be saîd that 
the houscs were crowded, for there was not a great or mean or poor 
man but dcsired to be présent at the fcstivity. 
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BOOK THE THIRD. 



A'E/G.V OF FRANCIS l. 



CHAPTER I. 



How ihc King of France, Francis, fini of (his nanic, passcd ovcr i 
and how hc sent bcTorc hini thc good Chevalier sans peur et tans reproche. And 
conccrning thc capture ofthc Lord l'rospcro Culonna by liis cunning. 



FTER thc ctinsccrution of the King Francis, the first of this 
nanic, and lus cnronatîun at St. Doni.s, he returned to 
make his cntry into Paris, .ind that was thc most spicndid 
and glorious cntry that has cvcr bccn seen in France ; for 
of princes, dukes, counts, and gentlemen at arms, thcrc 
u'crc more than a thotisand or twelve hundred. The entry 
was follou'cd by many jouitts and toumeys in thc street of 
St. Anthony, whereîn evcr>' man did the utmost he could. 
saîd lord remained until afler Ëaster at Paria, where in the 
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meantîme the treaty was made between hîm and the Archduke, the 
Count of Flanders, touchîng the marriage of the latter and the Lady 
Renée of France, sister-în-law of the King. Some other marriages 
were also made, such as that of Mary of England, then wîdow of 
the late King Louis XII. and dowager of France, with the Duke 
of Suffolk (Sir Charles Brandon, who was greatly beloved of the King 
of England his master), and that of the Count of Nassau to the sîster 
of the Prince of Orange. The Duke of Bourbon was made Constable 
of France. Then about the month of May, in the year fifteen hundred 
and fifteen, they set forth from Paris, and came by easy stages to 
Amboise, where the noble Duke of Lorraine espoused the own sîster of 
the saîd Duke of Bourbon. 

During ail thèse matters, the King of France was busy secretly 
preparing his expédition for the conquest of his Duchy of Milan. And 
little by little he despatched his army towards the Lyonnais and 
Dauphiny, whither already had come the good Chevalier, then his 
lieutenant in that district, by the people whereof he was as much 
beloved as if he had been their natural lord. Now, as you hâve heard 
before in several passages, in advancing agaînst the enemy the good 
Chevalier accordîng to his désire was ever placed with the vanguard, 
and in the retreat in the rcar, and so again it happened on this 
expédition. For he was sent with his company and three or four 
thousand foot-men to the confines of Daupliiny and the territories of the 
Marquis of Saluzzo, whereof the latter had lost ail save a castle called 
Revello, a vcry strong place. 

In the strong places of the Marquis of Saluzzo a large number of 
Swiss were garrisoned, and thcrc also tlic Lord Prospero Colonna, who 
was at that time Lieutenant-Gcneral of the Pope, had taken up his 
abode ; and he held ail the country at his mercy, and dealt thercwith 
according to his plcasure. Right well was he accompanied, for he had 
with liim three hundred men-at-arms, ail picked soldiers and mounted 
likc St George, and also some light-horse. The good Chevalier 
secretly discovered through his spies to which place this Lord Prospero 
the most often rcpaircd ; and he made so good enquiry that he knew 
for a truth, that if he had equal strength with his enemy in respect 
of men-at-arms, he would bear the said lord ill company. 

He sent word thereof to the Duke of Bourbon, who was at Brîançon 
in Dauphiny, and he made the same known to the King, who had 
already come to Grenoble to accomplish his expédition. Whereupon. 
according to the demand of the good Chevalier, three splendid captains 



HisToRv oF Bayakd. 



were forthwîth sent with thcir bands, to wît, thc Lords of La l'alissc, of 
Imbercourt and of Aubigny. 

Now certain good news wcre brought to thc good Chevalier,' by 
reason whcrcof h« passed over the mountains at a place callcd Droncro, 




The Duke o( Boorbon. Fiom » Trint o( ihe Sixteentb Cenlury. 

and dcsccndcd into thc plain of Picdmont ; u'hcrcuf thc Lord Prospcro 
was informcd But because hc understood that thc good Chevalier had 
but his own company with him, hc recked lightly thercof, and oftcn said 

' By a Picdmcmtcse chamois-hunter, who oflered lo guide them by a path known only 
to him, and which, accordiag to M. TerrcbasM, ii thc modcra Pas de ki Dragonnière. 
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in his own language : " Questo Bayardo a passato gly monte ynanee 
poco de lauro como uno pipione in la gabia."^ 

The good Chevalier was well informed of ail thèse sayings, and also 
knew for certain that the good captains were advancing to accomplish 
the undertaking. New the Lord of Moretto, of the house of the Solieri, 
and a Piedmontese cousin of his, busied themselves with a fine strata- 
gem, and right well did their devoir therein, in such sort that it was 
determined to go and catch the Lord Prospero within the town of 
Carmagnola, which they should enter at night by way of the castle, 
with which they had communication. 

Now when the French captains, who did not linger by the way, had 
arrived, they ail assembled in the plain of Piedmont, at a small town 
called Savigliano. Therein they found the good Chevalier, who 
welcomed them to the best of his power. But he said to them : 
" My lords, we must not rest hère ; for if the Lord Prospero discover 
your arrivai, our enterprise falleth to pièces, for he will retreat, or 
perchance he will call to his aid the Swiss, of whom he has a goodly 
number at Pignerol and at Saluzzo. I am of opinion that we should 
bait our horses well to night, and then at break of day we will achieve 
our design. There is a wide stream to cross, but the Lord of Moretto* 
hère présent knoweth a ford whither he will conduct us without 
danger." 

Thus was the matter determined, and every man retired for a little 
rest ; but care was first taken to see that the stecds wanted for nothing. 
Then when it came to two or three hours after midnight, they ail 
mounted to horse without much noise. 

The Lord Prospero was in Carmagnola, and had been certainly in- 

^ We give the Italian as it stands in the original text. The y/oràsytiance poco de lauro 
bcing untranslatablc, Terrebasse substitutcs lo premier o. The présent editor prefers to 
read in vane e poco de lauro (or lavro for lavoro, in accordance with anothcr*s suggestion) ; 
and he translates thus : " This Bayard has crossed the mountains without profit and with 
little glory (or with little toil), as a pigeon passes into a cage." He admits, however, that 
the reading of M. de Terrebasse (" This Bayard has crossed the mountains ; I shall 
catch him like a pigeon in a cage ") rcceives support froni the author*s subséquent 
référence to the phrase on p. 379 ; although he does not think the insertion oï prendero 
necessary to make sensé of the words. 

^ According to Champier, it was the brother of the Lord of Moretto : " They mounted 
to horse four hundred men-at-arms. Then said the marshal : * How shall we pass the river 
Po, which is so impetuous and broad? * Hère, my lord,* said Bayard, * is the brother of 
the Lord of Moretto, who knoweth the ford, and he shall pass over it the first and I after him.* 
So they passed this grcat river, which is vcry dangerous, and impossible to pass without 
knowing the ford. But, like daring and couragcous men, they wcnt so that they passed 
ovcr the river without losing a soûl/' 
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formée! by hîs spies that the French werc in thc country. He was, 
howcvcr, little alarmed, for he did not think any company was in the 
plain save that of the good Chevalier. So he had not intended to re- 
move from Carmagnola until the evenîng, while the French thought to 
corne upon him in the moming. He had, however, received some news 
which determined him to withdraw to Pignerol, in order to look after 
affairs, as it was known of a truth that the French were in the [mountain] 
passes. So not very early in the morning he left his quarters and took 
the road, in very good order, intending to dine at a small town about 
scvcn or eight miles thencc, called Villafranca. 

Whcn the French had arrived before the castle of Carmagnola, they 
spake with thc govemor, who told them how it was only a quarter of an 
hour since the Lord Prospero and his mon had set out ; whereat they 
were cxccedingly annoycd beyond belief, and they took counsel as to 
what they ought to do. Somc wished to go after them ; others doubted ; 
but when each had spoken, the good Chevalier said : " My lords, since 
we havc come so far, I am of opinion that we should pursue. If we 
meet them in the opcn country, it will be a fine cry if we do not 
make some of them rest there." 

" By God ! " said the Lord of Imbercourt, ** man never spake better." 

The Lords of La Palisse and of Aubigny did not run counter thereto ; 
and they bcgan to march ; but they sent beforehand the Lord of 
Moretto in disguise, to leam in what state their enemies were. He 
made so good speed, that he discovered for certain that the Lord 
IVospcro and his band were dining at Villafranca. The French were 
well plcased, and resolved to carry out their design in this way : that 
the Lord of Imbercourt should march in front with a hundred archers, 
and, an arrow's flight behind, the good Chevalier should foUow him 
with a hundred men-at-arms, while the Lords of La Palisse and of 
Aubigny should come after with ail the rest of their men. Now hear 
what happened. 

The Lord Pros{x;ro had good spies, and he was informed, as he went 
to mass in this small town of Villafranca, that the French were in the 
field in great number. He made answer in his own tongue that he 
knew well there was but the Captain Bayard and his band, unless the 
others had flown ovcr the mountains. Then, as he retumed from mass, 
again came other spies, who said to him : " My lord, I wam you that 
I hâve left near at hand more than a thousand horse of the French, 
and they are about to scek you hère." 

He was a little surprised ; he looked at a gentleman of his company, 
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to whom he said, " Take twenty horse and go alorig the road to Car- 

magnola, as far as two or three miles hence; and look out if you see 
aught that can cause annoyance." 
In the meantime he commanded 
the quartermastef of hïs troops to 
hâve the tnimpet sounded and 
to go and prépare the quarte rs 
at P igné roi, whither he would 
follow him, as soon as he had 
eaten a morsel. The other in- 
stantly did hîs command, The 
French kept continually advancing 
according to the disposition afore- 
said, and approached wïthin about 
a mile and a half of Villafranca, 
vvhere on issuing from a soiall 
coppice, they corne face to face 
with the men whom the Lord 
Prospcro sent to discover them. 
Thèse, when they became aware 
of them, began to tum theîr 
backs, and at fuU gallop to rctum 
towards Villafranca. The noble 
Lord of Imbercourt gave cliasc 
to them at his best speed, and 
sent Word by an archer to the 
good Chevalier to hastcn fonvard. 
It was not neccssary to tell him 
twice. Before the men of the 
Lord Prospcro had gained Villa- 
franca, or at the very least just 
as they sought to enter the gâte, 
the Lord of Imbercourt over- 
took them, and began to shout . 
" France ! " " France ! " 
They tricd to close the gâte, but he prcvcnted them as well as he 

could, and did ail that was possible in arms, without being wouiidcd 

save a little in the face. 

In the meanivhile the good Chevalier came up, and made a mar- 

vellous clamour, in such sort that they gained possession of the gâte- 
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The said quartermaster, who was already mounted to horse with somc 
men-at-arms, and întended to départ for Pignerol, heard the tumult, and 
threw himself into the square and sought to stand upon bis defence ; 
but ail bis force was borne to eartb and a portion tbereof slain. The 
Lords of Aubigny and La Palisse arrived, and setting a guard over 
the first gâte went to guard another, in order that no one sbould 
escape, for there were but thèse two gâtes in the town. But it was not 
possible to watch them so well but that there escaped across the small 
foot-plank which is adjoining the draw-bridge two Albanians, who ran, 
as if ail the devils were carrying them, to tell a troop of four thousand 
Swiss, who were but three miles off, of the mischance that had 
happened to the Lord Prospero. 

The said lord in the meantime was attacked in his abode, where he 
was dimng, and he was prepared to défend himself like a man of war 
as he was. But when he perceived that his effort would avail him 
little, and heard the names of the captains who were there assembled, 
he yielded, with the greatest regret in the world, cursing his fortune to 
hâve been so surprised and that God had not done him this favour to 
hâve found the French in the open country.^ 

The good Chevalier, hearing thèse words, recomforted him the best 
he could, saying to him : " Lord Prospero, it is the fortune of war ; at 
one time to lose, at another to gain." But always brought he in some 
joyous Word, and he added : " Lord Prospero, you wish to hâve found 
us in the open ; I pledge you my faith that you ought not so to wish 
for the half of your wealth, for with the rage and talent for good fighting 
which possessed our men, it would hâve been very difficult for you or 
any of yours to hâve escaped alive." 

The Lord Prospero answered coldly : " I should hâve been right glad, 
if it had pleased our Lord, to undertake the adventure upon that risk." 

Along with the Lord Prospero were capturcd the Count of Policastro, 
Pietro Morgante, and Carlo Cadamosto, who were captains of the men 
of war there, who were also prisoners. Aftenvards every man took to 

* Champicr givcs a fcw more détails ; " Bayard found before the housc of the Lord 
Trospcro his guard of archers. He straightway cried : ' Vield, and utter not a sound. 
Otherwise you die.' Some put themselves on their defence, but were soon overthrown. 
The othcrs ran to the Lord Prospero, who was at table and dining ; they cried 
* Arise, lord ; hère are the French in a huge band.' Then the lord cried : ' My children, 
guard this door a short time until we be accoutred to défend ourselves.' . . . But the noble 
Bayard on one side made his men attack the door, and with the others scaled the 
Windows and entered within well-armed, and himself the fîrst. • . . When the Lord Prospero 
saw that the house was fUled, he callcd out : ' Lords of France, who is your captain ? ' " 
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pillage, and the plunder was exceedingly great for so small a company ; 
for if it had been ail brought away they would hâve drawn a hundred and 
fifty thousand ducats therefrom, Among other things, there was a treasure 
in the horses which were captured, for there wcre six or seven hundred, 
whereof four hundred were of value, ail coursers or horses of Spain. 
Indecd I hâve sînce heard tell of the Lord Prospère that thîs capture 
cost him fifty thousand crowns, as well in vessels of gold and silver, 
and in money, as in other goods. 

The French had not leisure to carry off ail ; for news came that the 
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Swiss, to whom those two Albanîans had gonc, wcrc niLirching at full 
trot and were already close at hand. Tlicy dctcrmincd among thirni- 
selvcs to set out iipon thcir retum, and soundcd the trunipct to tUat end. 
Each nian seizcd the bcst of his bootyj they sent on thcir prîsoners 
before thcm and thcn bcgan theîr return. And as they went out by 
onc gâte, the Swiss entered by the other; but the latter were on foot 
and the others niounted, and thcreforo they cared little. 

This was onc of the faircst cnterprises that had bceii made for two 
hundred ycars pust, Moreovcr the Lord Prospéra who boasted that hc 
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would catch the good Chevalier Hke a pigeon in a cage, sufTered thc 
contrary hîmself, and ail by the vigilance of this good Chevalier. 

The King of France was already among the mountaips, where never 
had army passed, and at the mountain of St Paul he received the 
news of this fine dcfeat, whereat he was exceeding joyous; as was al! 
his Company. Indeed nothing is so certain as that the capture of 
Prospero Colonna did grcat service to the French ; for without that he 
would hâve bccn présent at thc battle which took place some tîme 
afteru'ards. Through him also there would hâve bcen présent ail the 
Spanish and thc rest of the army of the Pope, who, if thcy had 
assemblcd, would hâve numbercd a thousand men-at-arms, but they had 
to spend their days in wcarincss and vexation, wherewith one was well 
content 
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CHAFTER II. 



Of thc battle which the King of France, Francis, first of this nanie, fougitt against thc 
Swiss, in the conquest of his Duchy of Milan, wlitrein he remaincd victorious. And 
how after thc battle was won, he desired to bc niade knighl by ihe hand of the good 
Cheviller sans peur et sans reproche. 



iHE King of France, who was cxccedingly rojoiced at 
the capture of the Lord Prospero (and îndecd he liad 
rcason), marched with his army as swiftiy as he could, 
and came through Picdniont to Turin, where the Duke 
of Savoy, hîs unclc, received him with courtesy. The 
Swiss, who had lodged thcmsclvcs in the passes, vvhcn 
they knew of the capture of the Lord Prospero and the 
rout of his band. abandoncd thcm and retreated towards 
Milan, whithcr they were cver pursued. Sonie talk of a truce arose- 
and it was thought to be almost concluded. Wherefore the Duke of 
Gueldres, ally and always loyal servant of the house of France, who 
had brought a troop of ten thousand lansquenets for the service of tlic 
King, returned to his own country. But he left his men with his 
ncphew, the Lord of Guise, the brother of that noble prince, the Duke 




HiSTORY OF Bavard. 381 



of Lorraine, and wîth a lieutenant of his who was called the Captain 
Miguel. 

This talk, that the truce would corne about, continued always, until 
the army of the King approached within twelve or fifteen miles of 
Milan, whither the Swiss had withdrawn, along with that good prophet, 
the Cardinal of Sion, who ail his life had becn a mortal enemy of the 
French, as he well proved again this time. For, notwithstanding that 
the Lord of Lautrec had gonc to bcar the money to Galera in order to 
carry out the proposed truce, one Thursday at even, the Cardinal so 
wcll Iccturcd his Swiss, and made them so many remonstrances, that, 
like dcsperate men, they sallied forth from Milan, and came and hurlcd 
themselvcs upon the camp of the King of France. 

The Constable, the Duke of Bourbon, who led the vanguard, 
.straightway set himself in order, and sent word to the King, who was 
about to sit down to his supper;* but hc left it there, and went 
straight against his foes, who were already joined in the skirmîsh, whîch 
lasted a long while before they came to the main action. The King 
of France had a large number of lansquenets, and they attempted the 
daring feat to pass over a ditch in order to seek out the Swiss, who 
Ict pass seven or eight ranks of them and then beat you them back in 
such sort that cvery man who had passed over was thrown into the 
ditch. ThcreujXïn the .said lansquenets were exceedingly dismayed 
And had it not been for the Lord of Guise (who made a marvellous 
résistance and was at last Icft for dead),' the Duke of Bourbon, the 
Constable. the noble Count of St. Paul, the good Chevalier, and 
scveral others, who chargcd through this band of Swi.ss, they would 
hâve causcd great trouble, for it was now night and night hath no 
shanic.^ 

This body of Swiss was routcd by the gendarmerie of the vanguard 
in the evcning. A party of about two thousand passed face to face 
with the King, who gallantly chargcd them, and a .stubbom conflict 

* " My lord the Duke of Lorraine, who was about to place himself at table for supper, 
hcard the shout, Icnped to horse supperless, and wc also aftcr him, for there was no longer 
time to sup and one had to think of other things. Bayard, who was the Duke*s lieu- 
tenant, laid vigorously about him, shouting : ' Traitor Swiss and cursed churls, go home 
and cat chccse among your mountains if you can. Cry to God for mercy on your 
troason.* " — Champier. 

* " He receivcd,** says Champicr, "the thnist of a pike in the upper part of the thigh, 
which cntcred thrce Angers decp, and he was thrown down as if dead ; but a Germon, a 
dnmîmcr of my Lord of Lorraine, recognised him, his soldiers raised him up, and hc was 
borne to the tent of my Lord of Lorraine, wherc I dresscd him." 

' That is, one can flce without détection. 
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took place, in such sort that he was in great danger of his person, for 
his beevor was pierced by the blow of a pike, 

It was now so late that men could not see one another ; and they 
were constrained to retire for this evening, the Swiss on one sïde and 
the French on another. And they rested as they could, but I verily 
belîeve that no man reposed at his ease. Wherein Fortune showed as 




much favour to the King of France as to the least of hîs soldiers, for 
he remaincd mountcd ail night Hke the others. 

You must hear one advcnture of the good Chevalier san.s peur et 
sans reproche, which was strange indced and vcry perilous for him. Ai 
the last charge that was made iipon the Swiss in the evening, he was 
mountcd upon a gallant steed, which was the second, for at the first 
chaire he had one killcd betwecn his legs. As he was about to 
charge, he was ail surrounded with pikes, in such manner that his saîd 
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horsc was unbrîdled When thc horse fclt himself without a rein, he 
set to a gallop, and dcspite ail the Swîss and tlieir ranks, passed right 
through them. And he was bearing the good Chevalier straight upon 
another troop of Swiss, had it not been that in a field he came upon 
some vines, stretching from tree to tree, where, perforée, he stopped. 

The good Chevalier was much alarmed, not without cause ; for he 
was dead, beyond remedy, if he had fallen into thc hands of the 
enemy. 

He in no way lost hîs wits, but gently dismounted and threw oft* his 
helmet and thîgh-pieccs, and then along the ditches, on hands and feet, 
retired, according to his judgment, towards the camp of the French, and 
\\ hère he heard them shouting " France." 

God granted him the favour to arrive without danger, and more- 
over, what w«is better for him, it happened that the first man he met 




Swiss Trum{>ct. 

was the noble Duke of Lorraine, one of hîs mîisters. who was astonished 
indeed to sec him thus on foot. Thc said Duke straightway lent 
him a gallant steed named Le Carman, whereof he himself had 
formcrly made the Duke a présent, and which was captured at the 
taking of Brescia. Moreover on the day of Ravenna [this horse] was 
left as dead, and the good Chevalier dismounted from him, because he 
had two pike-thrusts in his flanks, and on the head more than twenty 
sword-cuts. However. on the morrow some j)erson found him as he 
was grazing and he began to neigh, wherefore he was brought in to 
the quarters of the good Chevalier, who caused him to be cured. But 
his behaviour was a thing beyond belief ; for, like a man, he let them 
put him to bed and place bandages on his wounds, without stirring at 
ail. And afteru'ards, whenever he saw a sword, he rushed to grasp it 
in his strong teeth ; and never was seen a more couragcous horse, 
though it were Bucephalus, the horse of Alexander. 

However this might be, the good Chevalier was right glad to find 

2 C 
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himself escaped from so great danger, and remounted on so good a 
steed. But ît vexed him that he had no headpiece ; for, in such 
affairs, it is exceeding dangerous to hâve the head bare. He perceîved 
a gentleman, a great friend of his, who had his page carrying his, and 
he said to him : " I fear to take cold because I am a-sweat from 
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having been so long on foot I pray you, lend me your helmet that 
your man carries, for an hour or two." 

The gentleman, who gave no thought to that which the good 
Chevalier meant, lent him the helmet, whercwith he was well pleased; 




for he did iiot lay ît aside aftenvards uctil the battle was endcd, which 
was on the Friday, about ten or eleven o'clock. For, from the break 
of day, thu Swîss wcre ready to bcgin again, and came straight 
against the arlillery of the French,' by which thcy wcre vvcll treated- 

' Champicr, who was présent at this baitlc, relaies liow Trom the inorning of the 
morroiv llayard had conceivcd ihc idea of eniployinj; the artillery to ndvanlagf. 
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Nevertheless, never men fought better, and the affair lasted for three or 
four hours. At last they were broken and defeatcd, and tcn or twelve 
thousand of them died on the ficid. The remainder, in good order 
enough, retreated along a great road to Milan, whither they were 
escorted by sword-blows, as well by the French as by the Captain- 
General of the Seigniorie of Venice, Messer Bartolomeo Alviano, who 
a lîttlc before had arrived with the succour of Venetians, and there, in 
a charge which he made, he lost two or three captains, among whom 
was the son of the Count Petigliano. The French suffered great loss 
thcre ; for, on the Thursday or the Friday, there were slain my Lord 
Francis of Bourbon, the noble Captain Imbercourt, the Count of Sancerre, 
and the Lord of Mouy ; while the Prince of Talmont and the Lord 
of Bucy rcceivcd wounds, whereof they aftcrwards died 

The King took counsel to see if they should pursue the Swiss or not. 
Many were of divers opinions ; at last it was determined to be the 
best to let them go, for it might be possible to make use of them in 
time to corne. The day that the Swiss left thcîr camp, they remained 
at Milan, and on the morrow they departed thence, withdrawing to 
their own country. They were pursued by some few men, but not to 
the extremity ; for if the King had willed it, there would not hâve 
escaped one. 

On the evening of the Friday on which the battle ended to the 
honoui of the King of France, there was joy exceeding through the 
camp, and men talked thereof in many ways ; and some were con- 
sidercd better doers than the others. But above al! it was considered 
that the good Chevalier, on the whole two days, had shown himself 
such as he had been wont in other places where he had been in like 
case. The King was pleased to honour him greatly, for from his hand 
he took the rank of knighthood ; and he had good reason, for from a 
better hand he could not hâve received it 

The Lord Maximilian Sforza, who held the duchy, as his father the 
Lord Ludovico had donc formerly, remained in the castle of Milan, 



** Hayard came to the master of artillery and said to him: '* My lord, you must 
shoot upon this quarter, on the right hand. The main body of the Swiss is there, but I 
pray you discharge seven or eight pièces ail together to awake them better, for they are 
ovcr fuU of slcep." At thèse words, the master of artillery badc them charge eight huge 
pièces, and discharged them ail upon the Swiss. And so great slaughter was made that 
the Swiss ail abandoned this side. Then the battle began." This fragment shows the 
humour of the good Chevalier. None the less, however, the Swisi attacked in the direc- 
tion of the artillery, as is proved by our text, and by the bas-relief on tlic tomb of Francis 
I., which represcnts this phase of the conflict. 

2 C 2 



HiSTORY OF BaYARD. 



to which siège was laid ; but he waited not long before he yîelded 
himself. A composition was made with him, wherewith he was satisfied, 
and those who were wîthîn departed wîth theîr property. 

I will omit to speak of ail that whîch happened during two months ; 
but in the month of December the King of France went to visît the 
Pope in the city of Bologna, who gave him great welcome. They held 
converse together of many matters, wherewith I wîll in no wise en- 
cumber this history. 




Buckler of Francis I. 
Krran Ihe KnjtX Armnuiy al Mailrid. 




liiulio de Médicis and Louise île Savuic, 



which h.ippciied in Fr.incc, Italy, and Spain, iluring ihrcc 



PS iiis rcturn from llolojjna, thc King of France came to 
Milan,* whcnce, aftcr having Itft tlie Duke of Bourbon, 
Constable of France, as his lieutenant-general, lie re- 
tumed to his own counlry, and wcnt straight into 
Provence, whcre hc found his good' and loyal wife and 
tlie lady his mothcr, whoiii at his departure lie had 
left rtgent in his realm. About this season died 
Ferdinand, King of Arragon, who in his life had won 
sonic fine and grcat victorics. He was vigilant, wary, and cunning. and 

' Thc end of thc prcccding chapler shewcd us Francis bcing dubbcd knighl by Bayard. 
This cdcbratcd cpisodc is rclalcd by Chanipicr wiih a ft-w more dclails. Afltr having 
prolcsiod ag.ijnst so grcat an honour, and having undcrtakcn thc cercmony only upon ihe 
kin^'s rcpcatcd injunction, Bayard raiscd his sword, wilh ihc flat of which, according to 
thc rite, hc struclc thc royal shoukiers thricc. Thcn hc cxcUinicd joyously ; " Kîght 
happy art thou to^ay to havc given sa noble and puissant a king ihe ordcr of knight- 
hood. Certes, my good sword, yoii shall bc righl well guardcd likc a relie, and honourcd 
abovc ail othcrs. And ncver wiU I bear you, satc againsi Turks, Saraccns, or Moors." 
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you fînd but few historiés which make mention that he had been 
deceived in his life ; but during the same he marvellotisly augmented 
the estâtes of his successor. The Lord Gïuglio de Médicis also, who 
was called Duke of Modena, brother of Pope Léo, passed from life to 
death ; he had espoused the Duchess of Nemours, daughter of Savoy 
and aunt of the King of France. 

The Emperor Maxîmilian, îll-pleased wîth the fair victory which the 
King of France had gaîned ovcr the Swiss, and that he had conquered 
his duchy of Milan, assembled a great number of lansquenets and some 
Swiss of the Canton of Zurich and the League of the Grisons.' More- 
over he came în person to the said duchy of Mîlan, where, because of 
the great power which he had, the Constable was counselled not to 




Soal of Ihe Uuke of Bourbun. 



await hini in the field, and he retircd wîth his army into the town of 
Milan, whcrc, a few days after, thcrc came to him a succour of cight or 
ten thousand Swiss. Sccing which, the Em[x;ror, who was the niost 
suspicious man in the world, retircd into his own country; ho had no 
great honour in his enterprise, but the Constable acquired high rcnown 
therein. The good Chevalier niadc niany forays upon the Gcrnians, and 



This legendary weapon îs said to be still preservtd in England. This much is certain, 
that ihe sword of the grandfalher of Bayard was prescrved, and thaï it was of great 
wcighl. " Thou wilt find cven in our lime '' (1527), says Syniphorien Chanipîcr, '- in ihe 
housc of the noble Gaspard Terrait two swords, which the grandsire of the sa.id Gaspard 
and nf ihc said Bayard bore ; and they are of a niarvellous ni.ike and of great prico, 
and fcw nien are found who can use them by reason of the weighl of thu sanie." 

' La Ligue Grise, Ihc t^rcy League, coiiiposcd of lliree siii.iU cunfedcrations, which 
togelher colisliliiltd ihe Ciiitoii of Ihe Grisons. 
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therein capturcd niany prtsoncrs ; but he never took froni them but 
thcir pike and dagger.' 

The following ycar John, Kîng of Navarre, who had been despoilcd 
of his rcalni by Ferdinand, Kîng of Arragon, passcd froni lifo to death. 
In the said ycar, ubout thc month of July, a certain trcaty was made 
betwecn thc KJiig of France and the King of Castile, Charles, hcrcto- 
forc Archduke of Austria, touching his marriagc with Louise, eldest 
daughter of France. It was concluded in thc town of Noyon, but it 
lastcd net long. I will not discourse of the said trcaty, for enough 
is wrîtten tliereof clsewhere. 

About the month of Octobcr the indulgence of the crusadc was givcn 
tliroughout l-'rance by l'n|x; Léo, whencc tlicre arosc niany scandais and 




Sinniih Kipjet. Frurai llic Kuyal .VTmuurjr al MadriJ. 



niockeries by reuson of the preachers, who said niuch more than thc bull 
contained. 

On the last day of Fcbniary, hftecn hundrcd and seventeen, the good, 
prudent, and right perfect Quecn of France, Claude, was delivcred of 
her first .son, Francis, Dauphin of Viennois, in the town of Amboise, 
which caused great rejoicing through ail the rcalm of France. And among 
other towns, that of Orléans did marvels ; for, during an entire day, 
there were before the town^hall two fountains which poured forth claret 
and white winc, while front a sniall ]>i[M: issucd hjppocras, to which 
niany men, after they had ta.sted thereof, lield fast 

The Dauphin was baptîsed in the said town of Ambuisc, and thc 
s|K>nsors were Pope I^o (but his nephew, thc niagnifîcent Lorcnzo de 

' Sonie commeotators rnlcc this lo be aii allusion to ihe gcnerosity of Bayant ; the 
vdiiur secs railter an allusion to ihc povcrty of thu Ccrman lansquenets, who, having no 
valujbk'S bcside thcir pikcs and dangers, wcrc toa poor to pay nitisom. Uayard always 
wiibout L-xccptivn cxactoi nmsun) ; only hc gcni;ruu!ily distributcd thc moncy among thoM 
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Médicis, held it for him), and the Duke of Lorraine, and Madam the 
Duchcss of Alençon was the godmotlier. There was exceedîng great 
cheer made. This Lord Lorenzo de Médicis during this time espouscd onc 
of the daughters of Boulogne and took her into Italy. However, she 
lived not long, nor he after her ; nevertheless one daughter issue of thcm 
survived. 

In the year fifteen hundred and nineteen the Emperor Maxîmilian 
passed from life to death, vvhicli caused sorrow to many. In his lifc- 
time he had been of a good disposition, libéral as ever prince was, and 
if he had been niighty in vvealth, he v/ould hâve achieved many things ; 
but he was poor after his heart. The son of his son, Charles, Kîng of 
the Spains, was chosen Emperor after hini. 




Ancieat View o( Mouron. 



CHAl'TER IV. 



Iliiw MtsKr RoUcn Jo La M.irck m.idu divers for.iys upon ihc counitics of the Emperor 
clixt, who rnisuJ a hutfc .iriiiy, nnd of thaï which happcncd thercin. 



SHORT whilc aftcrwarils, I know not who counsellcd hîm 
thcrcto, thc Lord of Sedan, who was named Robert de La 
Marck, and who at that timc was in the service of the 
Kîng of France, niade sundry forays upon the country of 
ihe Emperor clect, who began to raise a hugc army, and 
such that he was rnaster and lord of the field, 

The chiefs of hts army were the Count of Nassau, and 
another captain named Frantz,' a gallant man în war, who 
'cputc among the companions. They were in number, both 
of horse and of foot, full forty thousand men or more. 

During this afTair, the King of France and the said Emperor elect 
were at |>cace, and had no demands against each other; wherefore the 
army of the Gcrmans niarchcd straight againât the strongholds of the 




had good 



' This \» Ok f^inous Kranu vor SickingcR, or whom Albert Durer'i wcU-Iuiowd Knij^ht 
of Dc.ith hus bceu ».iid to he the portrait 
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said Lord of Sedan, and some of them were besieged and well defended. 
Nevertheless at last he lost four, to wit, Fleurange, Bouillon, Logne, 
and Messaincourt, and but few men escaped alîve from the said 
places, 
The said Lord of Sedan was in liis stronghold of Sedan, which îi 




Seal ol Charles V. 



alinost iniprcgnablo ; wlicreforc lie was frcc from siège, and lîkcwise those 
vvlio were witliin one of liis otticr places, called Jametz, 

The King of France, duly informed of this great arniy which was 
coasting lus coiinty of Chaiiipagnc, had fear ihat they woukl play him 
sonie Irick. Ile suiit liîs brotlier-in-luw, the Diiko of Alençon. with a 




Aftcr Tiliao. 
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number of men to the frontier, and himself went to Rheîms. The 
Germans practised a subtlety to corne to their ends, for they 
took nothîng in the country of the King of France without good 
payment And the Count of Nassau caused it to be spread through- 
out hîs camp that the Emperor his master had thus charged him, 
bcîng resolute to abide cver in the friendship which he had with 
France. 

This notvvithstanding. without otherwise niaking proclamation of war, 
he came and planted his siège before a small tovvn called Mouzon, 
whcreof the govcmor and captain on bchalf of the King of France was 
the Lord of Montmorcau, Master of the Horse of Britany. He had 
some foot-mcn with his company in the town, which was far froni wcll 
provided with artillery or with victuals. And what is worse, the 
companies that were within wcre not found to be of one mind with 
their captain and governor, who purposed to hold the town even to 
death. And whatever rcmonstrances he could make to the foot-men, he 
found himself in danger both within and without ; wherefore, to avoid a 
greater misfortune, he surrendered the town, their lives being spared. 
VVhereat murmurs arose in many ways, and some said that the captain 
had not borne himself well ; but ail men of honour and virtue knew 
wcll that he could not do otherwise, and that ît was not the fault of 
the said Lord of Montmoreau that he did not die in the breach. For if 
ail those who wcre with him had been of the same heart, the Germans 
would havc marchcd no farther. 

Now the town of Mouzon having been so quickly surrendered caused 
some little astonishment to the French, who never thought that the 
KmiKTor would havc sought to break the truce. In such matters, how- 
cver, the sovereign rcmedy is prompt provision. It was seen that 
Mézicres was the nearest town after Mouzon, and that they must take 
thought to guard and défend it ; for, if that were lost, Champagne was 
in evil case. The King of France was informed thereof, and he forth- 
with gave word to send the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche 
into the said town of Mézières, saying that he knew no man in his 
realm in whom he had more trust ; and further. that his hope was that 
he would guard it so well and so long that his host would be come 
togethcr to resist the déceptions that the EmjKror wished to put uix)n 
him. 

This command the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche was 
more willing to receive than a hundred thousand crowns, for ail his 
désire was to do service to his master and to acquîre honour. Ile set 
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forth to throw himself înto Mézîères, wîth the young Lord of Mon 
morency and suiidry other young gentlemen, who of their own will accoi] 
panied him, and with a number of foot-men, under the charge of tv 
young gentlemen, the one named the Captain Boncal, of the house < 
Refuge, and the other the Lord of Montmoreau. 




Coffer of Franr von Sickingen. 




AncicDt View of Ihe Towd of Méiïcres. 



CHAI'TER V. 



K the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche hcld thctown of M<!iiÈrcs against thc 
niight of thc Einpcrnr, whertin hc acquircd grcal honour. 



M EN the good Chevalier had cntered ïnto Mézières, he 
found the town in very ill ordcr to withstand a siège, 
tho which he expccted to havc from one day to thc 
ncxt Hc forthwîth shewcd such diligence as in this 
great nced passcth ail human understanding. and 
began day and nîght to raise the ramparts. And 
therc was not a man-at-arms or a foot-soldier. whom 
hc did not set to work. Hc himscif aiso often laboured thcrc,' in ordcr 
to give them courage, and said to his com]>3nions in war, "How now, 
gentlemen ! shall we sufTer reproach that thc town îs lost by our fault. 




' Champicr, who ncver loses the chance of a pun, says that in cairying ajid having 
c.irricd thc cnrth (lerrc), Bayard provcd himself worthy of his namc of Terrail. Rivail 
adds that Itayard expcnded out of his own (xicket in this niatter thrcc thou&and crowns, 
and thaï w'ith rcadyjesl h e said, " If victuids fait us, wc will then cat our stecds, and 
aftcr theni oitr scn-ing-nwn." 
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seeîng that we are so few a company met together and of such wort 
men ? Methinks, if we were în a field and had before us a ditch f 
feet în breadth, we should still fight a whole day wîthout beîng undo 
Now, God be praised ! we hâve ditch, wall, and rampart, and before i 
foes set foot thereon, many of their companies, I trust, will sleep." 

In short, such courage he gave hîs men that they ail thought tt 
were in the best and strongest fortress of the world. 

Two days afterwards, the siège was set before Mézières în two plac 
the one on this side the water, and the other on the farther sîde. C 
of the sièges the Lord Frantz commanded, having wîth hîm fourteen 
fifteen thousand men. On the morrow of the siège, the saîd Count 
Nassau and the Lord Frantz sent a herald to the good Chevalier, 
represent to him that he ought to surrender the town of Mézîères, wh; 
could not be held against their power, and that, for the great a 
praiseworthy chivalry that was in him, they would be sore dîspleased 
he were taken by assault (for his honour would greatly dîminîsh therel 
and peradventure ît might cost hîm his life), and that it was wrong tl 
any misfortune in this world should come to a man to niake one forj 
ail the glorious deeds that he had brought to an end in hîs life-tîm 
and that if he would listen to reason, they would give hîm so good 
composition that he ought to be content. 

Many other fine propositions they made him by this herald. Aft 
having hcard and well listened to him, the good Chevalier began 
laugh, and sought not counsel of any man lîving for his answer, but ; 
suddenly he said, *' My friend, I marvel at the kindness whîch n 
Lord of Nassau and the Lord Frantz do and offer unto me, considerii 
that ncver had I dealing or great acquaintance with them, and th< 
hâve so great fcar of my person. My good herald, you shall retum ar 
tell them that the King my master had many other able men in h 
realm beside me to send to hold this town which now opposeth yo 
But since he hath done me this honour to trust himself to me, I ha\ 
hope, with the help of our Lord, to préserve him the town so long thi 
it will weary your masters far more to be at the siège than me to l 
bcsieged ; say also that I am no more a child to be afifirighted wit 
words." ^ 

^ According to Chanipier, the summons was rcpcatcd a fortnight later, and that mu 
havc bccn the occasion of Bayard's uttcring the play of words so often related sinci 

*' Bayard of France feareth no runt nor fat paunch of Germany Think you that it 1 

some village boutefeu such as you arc wont to deal with If we had been at M ouzo 

you would hâve soon returned to plunder your ncighbours in Germany." Bayard de Fran 
ne craitit pas rossin ni grosse pause d\'\neinague, etc. Hcrc Bayard means a bav stci 
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He bade hîs men feast the herald right well and conduct hini beyond 
the town. 

The herald retumed to the camp, and reported the answer of the 
good Chevalier, which was little pleasing to the lords. In their présence 
was a captain, named Grandjean, a Picard, who ail his life had been in 
the service of the kings of France in Italy (and likewise at the time 
when the good Chevalier had held a charge), who, addrcssing his words 
to the Count of Nassau and the Lord Frantz, spake aloud thus : My 
lords, do not think, so long as my Lord of Bayard shall live, to enter 
into Mézièrcs. I know him, and many a time hath he led me to 
war ; and he is of such quality that, if he had the most cowardly men 
of the world in his company, he would make them valiant. Be assured 
also that ail those who are with him will die in the breach, and he the 
first, beforc we set our foot in the town. As for me, I would rather 
that there were two thousand men-of-war more and that his person 
were not there." 

The Count of Nassau answered, ** Captain Grandjean, the Lord of 
Bayard is not made of iron or steel, any more than another man. If 
he be a brave soldier, let him shew it For, before four days be passed, 
I will hâve him given so many cannon-shot that he will not know to 
which sidc to turn." 

•* Well, we shall sec what will happen," quoth the Captain Grandjean ; 
"but you will not take him as you think." 

Their converse ceased, and the Count of Nassau and the Lord Frantz 
set in order their batteries, each on his side, and bade them make ail the 
efforts they could to take the town. This was done, and in less than 
f(Hir days there were discharged more than five thousand cannon-shot. 

The men of the town made right g<K>d answer, according to the 
artillery which they had ; but from the camp of the Lord Frantz great 
damage was done to the town, because he was lodged on a height, and 
hit with f«ir more ease than did the Count of Nassau. 

The g<x>d Chevalier, albeit he was held one of the most valiant men 
of the world, had also in him another quality as worthy of praise ; 
inasmuch as he was one of the most vigilant and cunning warriors that 



and rossin, or roussin, a short thick-sct horsc ; as sccn clscwhcre, and note i of the Appcn- 
dix. Frantz had a réputation for faithlessness. and at this very moment was a pensioner 
of France. Champier even accuses himof havinjj often endcavoured todraw Hayard into 
a trap, undcr prctcxl of a single combat bctween six champions ; but the commandant of 
M<?zières was Unt much imbued with the responsibility of his charge to arccpt a 



challenge. 
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could be found. He consîdered wîthin himself how he might find 
means to cause the Lord Frantz to repass the river, for he w^as greatly 
damaged from his camp. He wrote a letter to Messer Robert de La 
Marck, who was in Sedan, whereof this was the substance : 

"My Lord Captain, 

" I deem that you are well informed how that I am besieged 
in this town from two quarters ; for on one side is the Count of Nassau, 
and on the hither side of the river is the Lord Frantz. Methinks that 
for a half-year past you hâve told me that you fain would find means 
to bring him into the service of the King our master, and that he was 
your ally. In that he hath the réputation to be a right gallant knight, 
I would earnestly désire the same. But if you know that this can 
come about, you will do well to inquire thereof from him, but rather 
to-day than to-morrow. If he hâve the désire, I shall be well pleased 
thereat, and if he will otheruise, I advise you that ère four-and-twenty 
hours shall pass, he and ail his camp will be eut to pièces. For at 
three short leagues hence, twelve thousand Swiss and eight hundred 
men-at-arms are lying ; and to-morrow, at point of day, they ought to 
fall upon his camp. I also will make a sortie from this town by one 
of his flanks, in such fashion that he will be a right able man if he 
escape. I hâve desired indeed to send you word thereof; but I prav 
you that the matter be kcpt secret." 

Whcn the letter was writtcn, he found a peasant, to whoni he gave a 
crown, and said, " Go to Sedan (it is but three leagues hence), and 
bear this letter to Messer Robert, and tell him that it is the Captain 
Bayafd who sendeth to him." 

The good man straightway set forth. Now the good Chevalier knew 
well that it would be impossible for him to pass without being taken 
by the men of the Lord Frantz, as indeed he was before he had gone 
two bow-casts from the town. He was forthwith brought before the 
said Lord Frantz, who demanded of him whither he was going. The 
poor man was in great fcar of dcath ; and in truth he was in great 
danger. He said, " M y lord, the great captain who is in our town 
sent me to Sedan to bear a letter to Messer Robert," which the honest 
fellow drew from a littlc pouch wherein he had laid it. 

When the Lord Frantz got this letter, he opencd it and began to 
read, and was greatly astonishcd when he had seen the contents. He 
bcgan to hâve suspicion that through cnvy the Count of Nassau had 
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made him pass the water, to the end that he mîght be defeated ; for 
formerly there had been some little quarrel bctween them, because the 
said Lord Frantz would not rcadily obey the Count. 

Scarcely had hc endcd readîng the letter than he began to exclaim 
aloud, ** I know well that at thîs moment my Lord of Nassau strives 
to ruin me ; but, by the blood of God, it shall not be so." 

He called five or six of his grcatest friends, and revealed to them 
the contents of the l':tter, and thcy were as amazed as he. He asked 
not for advice, but bade the drum sound and call to the standard and 
ail the baggage be loaded, and set himself to pass to the farther side 
of the water. 

Whcn the Count of Nassau heard the noise, he was greatly surprîsed, 
and sent to leam what it was by a gentleman, who, when he arrived, 
found the camp of the Lord Frantz in arms. He inquired whaC it was, 
and he was told that he was about to pass over to the bank of the 
Count of Nassau. The gentleman went and told him this, whereat he 
was much astonished ; for in this .way the siège was raiscd from before 
the town. He sent one of his most particular friends to tell the Lord 
Frantz not to move his camp before, in the first place, they had spoken 
together, and that, if he dîd otherwise, he would not be doîng good 
service to his master. 

The messcnger went and spake his message ; but Frantz, full of wrath 
and anger, answered him : " Retum and say to the Count of Nassau 
that I will do nought thereof, and that at his désire I will not abide at 
the shambles. And if he would forbid me to lodge near to him, wc 
will see by fighting with whom the field shall rest, with him or wîth 



me. 



The gentleman of the Count of Nassau returned and told him ail that 
he had heard from the mouth of the Lord Frantz, Never was man so 
astonished as he was ; nevertheless, so as not to be surprised, he drew 
up ail his men in order of battle. In the meanwhile the men of the 
Lord Frantz passed over. and when they had gone over, set them.selves 
likewise in array. And to see them, it seemed as if they would fight 
one against the other, and the drums sounded furiously. * 

' It is rcniarkable that contcniporary documents make no mention of this secret 
cause of the raising of the siège. Nevertheless it cannot be called in question, when we 
fmd the following passage in a letter written from Rethcl on September 26 by M. de 
Chastillon to Francis I. *' Yesterday, about nine o*clock of the moming, the two bands, 
that is to say the Count of Nassau and Frantz, placcd themselvcs in the field in order of 
battle, and parleyed together, the said Count of Nassau mingling high words and re- 
proaches, in such sort that the Count of Iforn and the Count of Félix were forccd to 
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The poor man who had borne the letter, by reason whereof thîs 
tumult had arisen, I know not how God so willed, escaped. And he 
returned, sore amazed, as a man who thought to be escaped from 
death, înto Mézîères, to the présence of the good Chevalier, to whom he 
began to make his excuses, saying that he had not been able to go to 
Sedan, and that he had been taken on the road and brought before the 
Lord Frantz, who had seen his letter, and that forthwith he had moved 
his camp. 

The good Chevalier began to laugh heartily, and knew well that his letter 
had put it înto his mind. He betook himself to the rampart wîth some 
gentlemen, and saw thèse two armies arranged, the one facing the other. 

"By my faith," said he, "since they will not begîn to fight, I will 
myself begin." 

He caused five or six cannons to be shot off among the enemy, who, 
by the means of men who went from one side and then from the 
other, abated their quarrel and retired to their quarters. 

On the morrow they packed oflf and raised the siège, without even 
venturing to deliver an assault, and ail by fear of the good Chevalier. 
Peace was not made so speedily between the Count of Nassau and the 
Lord Frantz ; for more than eight days were they without joînîng forces. 
Thus Frantz departed towards Picardy, by way of Guise, setting fire 
everywhere, while the Count of Nassau marched higher up ; but shortly 
aftcrwards they were appeased and became friends. 



throw themselves between the two, otherwise they would fall upon each other ; and thev 
both said that never would they be in the Emperor's service together." Thus it remains 
certain that the misunderstanding between tlie besiegers caused the failure of their attack, 
and that it was not thought opportune to divulge the ruse employed to increase their différ- 
ence. It niust also be noted that Francis I., in an order issued on September 28, announcino^ 
the raising of the siège, seems to attribute it to the news of his approach alone, without 
paying the least homage to the defcnders of the town. He does not even mention the names 
of Bayard and Anne de Montmorency, who howcver both signed the ofifîcial despatches. 
The only captain named by the King is the Lord of Lorges, whom he boasts to hâve made 
enter Mézières "à la barbe de l'ennemi,'' with a thousand foot-men. Perhaps we can hère 
see the birth of that distrust which seems henceforth to keep Bayard from the posts 
where he could bcst serve his country. Champier, although no carper, is strong upon 
this point. After having declared that the King was prevented by his courtiers from 
taking Valenciennes as Bayard had desircd, he adds, " Some captains were displeased 
in that Bayard was so loved and praised of every man, and that more good was spoken 
of Bayard than of the others, and some henceforth conceived a great hatred against him. 
Bayard held no great charge or trust, and afterwards was not chief in any place of war. 
Whereby hath been great hurt to many who thus thought, and to theirs also. For of more 
worth is an army of deer rulcd by a lion, than an army of lions ruled by a stag." It is 
probable, too. that the courtiers hostile to Bayard employed to discrédit him his intimacv 
with the Constable de Bourbon. 
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Thus ïn the manner you hâve heard abovc was the siège raîsed rrom 
before Mézièrcs, whercby the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche 
gained a crown of laurcl. For although they delivercd no assault, he 
hcld the enemy at bay for threc wecks, during which time the Ktng of 
France raised a mighty army of powcr cnough to fight the enemy. 
And hc came himscif iti [jcrson to his camp, uhither the good 




Chcvaher went to do him revcrcncc, and in |>assing r<:took the town o( 
Mouzon. 

The King his niastc-r gave him an cxcceding kind réception, and 
could nevcr wcary of praising him before ail the world. Hc desîred honour- 
ably to récompense hîm for the great and commcndable service which 
he had frcshly done htm. Ile madc him a knîght of his order, and 
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gave him the right to command a hundred men-at-arms.^ Then he 
marched after his foes, whom he drove out of his country and pursued 
them right into Valenciennes, where the good Chevalier demeaned him- 
sclf as hc was ever wont to do. The Germans did much harin in 
Picardy by fire ; but the French were in no wise ungrateful, and doubly 
repaid it them in Hainault 

On his return the King went to Compiègne, where he had some 
news from Genoa, and found there was need to send there some 
prudent and valiant and wise knîght Wherefore the saîd lord, know- 
ing the good disposition of the good Chevalier sans peur et sans 
reproche, and how he never tired of doing service, offered him this com- 
mission, praying him earnestly that for love of him he would make this 
journey, for he had great trust in his person. He accepted it with as 
good heart as it was offered him ; then he passed the mountains, and 
was right well received at Genoa, as well by the governor and the 
gentlemen as by ail the inhabitants, and while he remained there he 
was honoured and prized by ail men. 

Many things happened in Italy, whereof I will make no mention to 
you for many reasons ; but I will proceed to relate to you the death of 
the good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, which was an irréparable 
loss. Alas ! a moumful and unhappy day for ail the nobility of France ! 

^ It was on this occasion that his brothers received onc a bishopric, the other a tine 
abbey. 
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T thc bL-yiniiing of llie ycar fiftccn hundrcd and twcnty- 
four.' thc King of France had a mîghty arniy în Italy 
iindcr thu »irdtrs of hîs admirai, thc Lord of Bonnîvct, to 
'-^\ tthoni hc hiul givcn thc command, for hc wished cx- 
jy" cccdinj^ly wcll tovvard him. Hc had in his comiJany many 
excellent captaiiis ; likcwisc llicrc had latcly corne thcrc a 
younfj prince, a son of thc hoiisc of Lorraine, named tlie 
Coiint of Vaudciiiont, who desircd grcatly to Icarn arms 
rtiious Works to walk after his anccstors. 



' llolh iht.' hislori;inï cf llikyard, Ckimpicr and ihc l^yal Scn'ilcur, déclare their 
intention nut to ïpcMk of (hc cvenis of the iireccding ycars. We will givc an cpitoinc of 
theiii. Aftcr h.ivin^ set righl thc trouble causeti at Gcnoa hy an altenipt at sedilîon, 
K.iy.ird took part in thc disastrous tîght of ihc Bicocca, and, bcing posicd at Si»teron with 
a ïiii.ill troop, prcvenlcd ihc victorious enctnyfrom crossing thc Krench fronticr. En 1513 
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Now the army of the King of France abode at that tîme in a little 
•town named Biagrasso, and while they were there the commander of 
the army, that was the admirai, one day summoned the good 
Chevalier, and said to him, "My Lord of Bayard, ît is needful for you 
to go and occupy Robecco, with two hundred men-at-arms and the 
foot-men of Lorges ; for by this means we shall marvellously trouble 
those men in Milan, both on account of provisions, and also in order to 
hâve better knowledge of their aflfairs." 

It must be known that, albeit the good Chevalier never murmured 
at any commission that was given him, he could not honestly be content 
with that one, because he knew it to be dangerous and doubtful. So 
hc made answcr as to his king's lieutenant : " My lord, I know not 
how you mean the matter ; for, to hold Robecco, seeing the position 
wherein it lieth, one half of the mqn vvho are in our camp would be 
necessary. I know our enemies ; they are watchful, and I am assured 
that it is, so to speak, difficult not to suffer shame thereîn. For it is 
my certain opinion that, if any number of our foes were there, I could 
go some night and rouse them to their disadvantage. Wherefore, my 
lord, I pray you to think well whither you désire to send me." 

The admirai held much discourse with hirti, and said that he need 
not be troubled, for not a mouse would départ from Milan but he 
would be informed thercof And so many reasons he spake to him 
of one sort and another, that tbc good Chevalier, with grcat vexation, 
bctook himsclf with the men that had becn givcn him into Robecco. 
Howcver, hc took there but two good stccds ; for his mules and ail the 
rest of his train he sent to Novara, as if forcsccing the loss of ail that 
he kept with him. 

When they were conie to this village of Robecco, they took counsel 
how they should fortify it. They found no means save to make 
barriers at the approaches ; but it was possible to enter the place from 
ail sides. The good Chevalier wrote many tinies to the admirai that 
he was in a very dangerous position, and that, if he wished him to 
maintain himself there long, he should scnd him succour ; but he 
reccived no answer.* 

he is found at Grenoble taking care of those sick of the plague, hunting down the troops 
of brigands vvho were dcvastating the Viennois, and asking for some command from 
Francis I., who answered him with abundant compHments, but entrusted the comniajid to 
the incapable Bonnivet. Which, however, did not prcvent Bayard from capturing Trevi 
and Lodi, and from once again receiving a wound. 

* According to Champier, Bonnivet had promised a considérable rcinforcement within 
three days, but did not keep his word. 
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The enemy, who werc in Milan to the number of fourtccn or fiftecn 
thousand men, were infornied by their spies that thc good Chevalier 
was în Robccco, with a small company, whereat thcy werc excceding 
glad. They resolved one night to surprise and defeat him ; and 
pursuant to this désire, they took the field about midnight, in number 
from six to sevcn thousand foot-men and four to five hundred men-at- 
arms ; thcy were guided by men who knew thc village and the houses 
of the chicf persons. 

The good Chevalier, who was evcr mistrustful, almost cvery night set 
the half of his men on watch and guard, and he himself passed two or 
three nights thus, so that he fcll sick, as much of melancholy as of 
cold. far more than hc madc appcar. Nevertheless he was constrained 
to kecp his chamber this day.^ When it came to the cvening, he 
ordcred certain captains, who werc with him, to go on watch and to 
look well on ail sides that they were not surprised They went, or 
madc semblance of going ; but because it rained a little, ail those who 
were on guard retired to their quarters, save three or four poor archers. 

The Spanish marched onwards, each man, to be the better known in 
the night, having a shirt girded over his hamess. When they 
approached within an arrow's flight of the village, they were greatly 
astonished to find no man thcrc, and they thought that the good 
Chevalier had been advised of their enterprise, and had withdrawn to 
Biagrasso, Nevertheless thcy marched on, and were not a hundred 
paces distant when they found those fcw archers who had remaincd on 
guard, and without a cry, they began to charge. The i)oor men madc 
no résistance, but took to flight, shouting. " To arms, to arms ! " 

But they were so eagerly pursued that the enemy werc at the 
barriers as soon as they. The good Chevalier, who in such danger 
never slept save clothed, arrayed in his armlets and thigh-pieces, and 
with his hauberk near him, straightway arose, and bridled a steed 
which was already saddled, on the which hc mounted. Then he came, with 
five or six of his men-at-arms, straight to the barrier, whither forthwith 
arrived the Captain Lorges, and a certain number of his foot-men, who 
demeaned themselves right well. 

The enemy were going about the village, seeking the lodging of the 
good Chevalier;^ for if they had taken him, the remaindcr mattercd 

' Champier says that Bayard had on this day takcn medicinc, and that it was the 
knowlcdgc of his sickncss that dctcrmincd thc Spanish to try a night attack. 

' Thcy could not find it, by rcason of thc ditchcs that Bayard had dug round about, and 
which cnablcd him to sustain thc tirst onsct. iic was forcwarned by thc private watch 
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little to them ; but yet they caught him not The shouting was loud 
and the alarm hot. During this contest at the barrier, the good 
Chevalier heard the drums of the foot-men of the enemy, which werc 
sounding to amis with exceeding vigour. Thereupon he saîd to the 
Captain Lorges, "Lorges, my friend, hère is a game ill set If they 
pass this barrier, we are undone. I pray you, withdraw your men, and 
close up as best you can. March straight to Biagrasso ; for, with the 
horsemen that I hâve, I will remain at the rear. We must leave our 
baggage to the enemy, there is no help for it Save our persons if it 
be possible." 

So soon as the good Chevalier had spoken, the Captain Lorges did 
his bidding and retreated, while they made this résistance at the barrier. 
The greater part of the French mounted to horse, and retired as fortune 
favoured them, fighting right gallantly, and they did not lose ten mea 
The enemy had for the most part dismounted, and among the houses 
and on ail sides were seeking the good Chevalier. But he was already 
at Biagrasso, where, on his arrivai, he had some strong words with the 
admirai. However, I will make no mention thereof, but if both of them 
had lived longer than they did, they would perchance hâve gone 
further.^ 

The good Chevalier thought to die of sorrow for the misfortune that 
had befallen him, none the less because it was not by his fault 
But in war there is fortune and misfortune more than in ail other 
affairs. 

Somc short timc after this retreat from Robecco, the lord admirai, 
percciving his army lessened day by day as well by want of provisions 
as by sickness, which was rife among his mcn, took counsel with his 
captains, among whom the best opinion was that they should retreat 
Thcrcforc hc marshalled his battalions, with whose rear-guard, as was 
cvcr his custom in retreats, the good Chevalier remained. 

The Spanish followed them from day to day, and marchcd in fair 
array after the French. Often, too, they ventured to skirmish, but, when 
they came to charge, they found thcmselves ever bearded by the o-ood 
Chevalier with a certain numbcr of mcn-at-arms, and he showed them so 
bold a countcnance, that he made them rest quiet, and many a time 



he had posted at his own door. He arose forthwith and summoned his cousin Gaspard 
Tcrrail, who brought the horses. During this time ail he could do was to arni himself 
entircly, cxccpt the legs. — Champier. 

^ Ile means that after the campaign Bayard would probably hâve demandcd satisfaction 
from Bonnivct for leaving him in a trap, as Bayard considered hc had donc. 




(Arncria K»le, Mtclrî.l.) 
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and often <lrove thcm back ui>on tlicir main troop. Thcy threw out upon 
the two finnks of a certain highway many hackbuttcrs and arquebusiers, 
who cast bullcts' lai^e enough for a hackbut with a rcst, whereof they 
dischargcd many. Ry one of thcm was the noble Lord of Vendenesse 
stnick, and some time after he died of the hurt, whîch was a grcat loss 




for France. Hc was of sicnder body, but for loftincss of spirit and valeur 
no nian surpasscd him, 

That young Lord of Vaudcmont, who had of latc bcgun the pursuit 
of war, bore hinisc-lf with wondrous gallantrj-, and made many fine 

■ Pierres, the conimon namc at thaï time for ail projectiles, although made of lead or 
■ron. The dîfiercace betwcen the hackbut and the arquebuse appears hère, the fonner 
bcing a hcavicr wcapon, mountcd on a carnage or treslle, and weighing about fifiy 
pnunds, while the other was a port.ible arm, ahhouf>h the auihor herc ncilcs soir.e of 
ciccptUmal siie. 
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charges, so much so that it seemed as if he had never done auf 
else. 

In the meanwhile, the good Chevalier, as confident as if he had ht 
in his own house, caused the men-at-arms to march on, and retired 
a good pace, having his face ever straight towards the foe ; and, sw< 
in hand, he caused them more fear than a hundred others. But, as G 
so willed, an arquebuse was discharged, whereof the bullet struck h 
across the loins, and broke the great bone of his spine. When he 1 
the blow, he cried, "Jésus!" 

Then he saîd, " Ah ! my God, I am killed ! " 

He took his sword by the hîlt, and kissed the guard, în token of i 
cross, saying aloud the while, "Miserere meî, Deus, secundum magn; 
misericordiam tuam!" 

Forthwith he became ail pale, as if he had given up the ghost, a 
he thought to fall. But he had still the courage to grasp the bow 
his saddle, and he remained thus until a young gentleman, his stewa 
helped him to dismount and laid him under a tree. 

It was not long ère it was known among both frîends and foes that 
Captain Bayard had been slain by an artillery-shot, whereat ail th 
who heard the news thereof were exceeding grieved. 








Ilijrftrd visited by the Spanùh. 



CHAPTER VII. 






niscd for the dtccase of ihc good Chcvalici 
et s.ins reproche. 




w 



hu trcatcd thcm 
rnnsom. that uvt 



IIKN tlic news was sj>r<;a(l abroad through tlic two 
arnii<js tli;it tlic good Chevalier had bct-n killcd, or 
at k-ast wmindcd to dcatli (cvcn in tho camp of 
thc Spnnîsli, atthuugh hc was thc onc iiian in tlic 
world of wlioni thcy had thc grcatcst fcar'), ail mcn, 
both gentlemen and soldiers, wcrc excceding grieved 
thereat for niany rcasons. For whcnevcr during his 
life hc niadc forays and took any prisoners ihcrein, 
th w'ondrous hunianity, and su gontly in re^^ard of 
nian was contentcd with him. Thcy kncw that by 



' This is shtwn by ihe folliiHins passngc in a Ictitr, nhich Adrien de Croy wrotc to 
Charks V, froni the Ciinip in (he viilley of l'crugia, d.ited 5lh of May, 1524 : "Sire, 
^\lihoti|{h ihc sjid I.ord H.iyard was tht servant of your encmy, therc is grcal loss by his 
^ath, for he was .1 gcmie knight, «ell belovcd of ail mcn, and one who had lived so good a 
hfe ^ never ilid m.in in his station. And of a truth, hc shtwed it well in his- end, for 
that was ihf mosl noble ihal 1 cvtr htard spvak of." 
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his death nobility was greatly weakened ; for, wîthout blâme to others, 
he had been a perfect Chevalier in this world ; and by serving along 
with him, their young gentlemen formed themselves. 

Thus, one of their principal captains, named thc Marquis of Pescara, 
who came to see him before he gave up the ghost, uttered a lofty 
speech in his praise, which in his own language was such as this : 
" Would to God, noble Lord of Bayard, though it had cost me a quart 
of my blood without meeting death, that I were not to eat flesh for 
two years, and could hold you my prisoner in good health. For by 
the treatment I would give you, you would know at what rate I 
hâve esteemed the high prowess that was in you. The great praise 
which my nation gave to you, when they said, Muchos grisones 
y pocos Bayardos^ was not granted you wrongly ; for sînce I hâve 
had knowledge of arms, I hâve not seen nor heard spcak of a 
knîght who hath approached you in ail virtues. And although I 
ought to be well pleased to see you thus (being assured that the 
Emperor my master in his wars had not a greater or more stubbom 
foe), nevertheless, when I consider the great loss which ail chîvalry 
doth suffer this day, may God never bear me aid if I would not hâve 
given thc half of my worth, so that ît were otherwise. But sînce 
against death there is no remedy, I pray Him who hath created us ail 
in His likeness that He will take your soûl to His close keepîng.** 

Such piteous and sorrowful regrets did the noble Marquis of Pescara 
and many other captains make over the body of the good Chevalier sans 
peur et sans reproche. And I believe that there were not six men of 
ail the army of the Spanish, who did not corne to look upon him one 
after another.^ 

^ " Many grays and few bays ; '' with a play upon thc further use of the words çrisoncs 
and bayardos for asses and steeds rcspcctivcly. (Sec note to p. 400.) 

2 Hcre pcrhaps we may insert the visit of the Constable de Bourbon, which the Lovai 
Serviteur, no doubt intentionally, has passed over in silence. Champier has narratcd 
the incident, but without rendering it as the sevcre and patriotic lesson for which it has 
been so often told. The moral is, as it were, gilded. " When the Lord of Bourbon, who 
at that time was in command of thc enemy, heard that Bayard was wounded to death, he 
came to him and said, ' Bayard, my fricnd, I am sorr>' for your mishap ; you must havc 
patience. Do not give yourself to melancholy. I will send for the best physicians of 
this country, and, with the aid of God, you will soon be cured.* When Bayard had 
heard thèse words, and had recogniscd him, he said to him : * My lord, it is not the 
time for me to seek the physicians of the body, but those of the soûl ; I know that I am 
wounded unto death and beyond cure. But I pray God to give me grâce to know Him at 
the end of my lifc ; . . . . for ail my life I hâve followed war, and hâve donc many wicked and 

sinful thiHgs I hâve no displeasure or regret to die, save that I can do no service in 

the future for the kingmy sovereign, and I must leave him, whereat I am excceding grievcd 
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Now since it is thus that the enemy so mightily bcwailed his death, 
can onc rightly measure the great sorrovv vvhich arosc on account 
thereof through ail the camp of the French, as well the captains and 
men-at-arms as the foot-men ? ^ For by every man, in his condition, had 
hc made himself marvellousiy beloved. You would hâve said that there 
was not a person who had not lost his father or mother ; in like 
manncr the poor gentlemen of his company made lamcnt beyond 
measure. 

** Alas ! perfidious Fury," cried they, addressing Death, " what harm 
had this so perfect and virtuous Chevalier done unto thee ? Thou hast 
not avenged thyself upon him alone, but ail of us hast thou cast into 
grief, until thou shalt hâve wrought thy last stroke upon us as upon 
him. Under what shepherd shall \ve henceforth go to the field ? What 
guide can God hereafter give us, with whom we could be in such safety 
as when we were with him ? For there was not a man who was not as 
confident in his présence as in the strongest fortress of the world. 
Where in the future shall we find a captain to redeem us when we 
shall be prisoners, to re-mount us when we shall be dismounted, and to 
cherish us as he did ? It is impossible. Ah, cruel Death ! it îs ever 
thy fashion, that the more perfect a man is, the more dost thou take 
thy récréation in destroying and undoing him. But thou couldst not 
play so well but that, in despite of thee, although thou hast deprived 
him of life in this world, renown and glory undying shall abide with 
him so long as that world shall last. For so virtuous hath been his 
life, that it will leave a mémorial to ail the gallant and virtuous 
knights who shall come after him." 

So piteous was the demeanour of thèse poor gentlemen, that if the 
hardest heart in the world had been présent, they would hâve 
constrained him to take part in their mouming. His poor domestic 
serving-mcn were ail bcnumbed with grief, among whom was his poor 



and mournful. I pray to God the Sovcrcign, that aftcr my death hc may havc such 
servants as I would bc.* Again, after many words, he said to him, * M y lord, I beg of 
you, leave me to pray to God my Redeemer, and to bcwaii and lanient my sins, for I am 
rcady to yield to Him my soûl.* Whereupon the said lord departed with tears in his 
cyes." Du Bellay is far more outspoken than Champicr, for he makes Bayard answer to 
the tokens of interest shewn by the Constable : ** My lord, there is no necd of pity for 
me, for I die as an honest man ; but I hâve pity for you, to sec you serve against your 
prince and your country and your oath." The icstimony of Du Bellay ought apparently 
10 oulweigh that of Champier, and yet it is not probable that Bayard would hâve been 
so slern in the présence of a prince whom he loved. 
* See Appendix. 

2 E 2 



420 HisTokv oF Bavard. 



steward, who ncvcr Icft him. To him thc good Chevalier confcssot 
hiniscir, for want of a prîcst. 

Tlîc poor [gentleman burst into tcars whcn hc saw hîs master so niortall} 
woundcd that thcrc was no cure in life. But so gcntly dîd thc goo< 
Chevalier encouraj^e him. saying to him, "Jacques, my fricnd, leave th] 
sorrow. It is the will of God to take me from this world. I havc b; 
Jlis grâce remained thercin a long while. and havc receîvcd there mor 
goods and honours than belong to me. Ail the regret I hâve to die î 
* this, that I havc not donc my devoir so well as I ought ; and indcei 

it was my hope. if I had longer lived, to amend my past faults. Bu 
since it is thus, I pray my Creator, by 11 is infinité mercy, to hâve pît; 

■ 

on my poor soûl ; and I hâve hope that Hc will so do, and that, b 
Ilis great and incompréhensible goodness, He will not use toward m 
the rigour of justice. I beg of thee, Jacques, my friend, to Ict no on 
rcmove me from this place ; for, whcn I stir, I feel ail the pains whic 
it is possible to feel. save death, which will seize me soon." 
\ . Shortly before the Spanish arrived at the place where the goo 

'M Chevalier had been wounded. the Lord of Alegre, Provost of Pari 

spake to him, and he had declared to him something of hîs testamen 
There came also a captain of Swiss, named Jean Dicsbach, who ha 
desired to carry him off upon some pikes, with five or six of hîs ma 
to seek to save him ; l)ut the good Chevalier, who knew well how 
was with him, i)raye(l him to leave him awhile to think upon hi 
conscience ; for to remove him thence would be but an abridgment ( 
his life. 

The two gentlemen were forced, with much weeping and lanientî 
% tion. to leave him in the hands of tlieir enemies. lïowevcr. you ma 

believe that it was not without making great regret, for by no nicar 
r would lhc\' abandon him. lUit he saiil to tliem, "My lords, I pra 

i; you, dci)art. C)llier\vi>c \-ou will fall into thc hands of thc encniy, an 

that will j)rorit niu nothing, for it is ail over with me. To (îod I con 
mend you, my i;ood lords and frlLiuls. To you I recc^mnicnd m 
poor soûl. i)raying you besides (addrcssiiig his words to thc Lord ( 
Alègre), that \'ou salute me the King our master, and say that I ai 
ill-pleased that I can no longer do him service, for I had j^ood \\i 
thereunto. Commend me also to my lords the jn-inces of h^rancc, and 1 
ail the lords my comi)anions, and generally to ail the gentlemen of tl 
right-lîonoured realm of J-^'ance, whcn you shall sec them." 

As he said thèse words, the noble Lord <^f Alègre wcpt cxccodii 
piteously. and in this stale to(»k leave of him. 
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Hc rcniained alîvc for two or thrce hours more ; and a fine pavilion 
vvas pitchcd for him by the eneniy, and a camp-bed, upon which he 
was laid. A pricst also was brought to him, to whom hc dcvoutly 
confcssed hinisclf, and said thèse very words : " My God ! being assurcd 
that thou hast said that he who of good heart shall turn towards thee, 
whîitever sinncr hc may havc bccn, thou art cvcr ready to rcccivc him 
with nicrcy and to pardon him (alas ! my God, Creator and Rcdccmcr, 
I havc grievously offcndcd thce during my lifc, whercof I am distressed 
with ail my heart), I know well that, though I should bc in the désert 
a thousand years on bread and water, still that is not enough to gain 
entrance into thy realm of Paradise, if of thy great and infinité good- 
ness it pleased thee not to receive me therein ; for no créature in tliis 
world can merit so high reward. My Father and Saviour, I pray thee 
that it may please thee to havc no regard to the faults committed 
by me, and that thy great pity may rather bc given me than the 
rigour of thy justice/' 

Upon the end of thèse words, the good Chevalier sans peur et sans 
reproche gave up his soûl to God, whereat ail the enemy felt sorrow 
beyond belief. 

Certain gentlemen werc ap|K>inted by the leaders of the army of the 
Spanish to bcar him to the church, where a solemn service was madc 
for him during two days. Then he was brought by his serving-men 
into Dauphiny,* and in passing through the lands of the Duke of Savoy, 
in the place where his body rested, the Duke caused as much honour 
to bc paid to him as if he had been his brother. 

When the news of the death of the good Chevalier was known in 
Dauphiny, there is no need particularly to describe the mouming that 
was there made ; for the prelates, churchmen, nobles, and people made 
it equally. And I believe that for a thousand years there has not died 
a gentleman of the country in such wise lamented. Men went before 
the body right to the foot of the mountain, and it was brought from 
church to church with great honour, until they came close unto 
Grenoble, where to meet the body, at half a leaguc distance, stiKxl my 
lords of the Court of Parliament of Dauphiny, my lords of the Ex- 
chequer, almost ail the nobles of the country, and the greater part of 
the burgesses, people, and inhabitants of Grenoble, who convoyed the 
deceased as far as the church of Our Lady in the said Grenoble, where 
the body reposed a day and a night, and with great solemnity service 
was performed for him. 

' Sec Appcndix. 
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On the morrow, with the same honour with which they had brought 
him into Grenoble, he was conducted as far as a monastcry of the 
Minims, half a league from the town (which his good uncle, the Bisbop 
of the said Grenoble, Laurent AUeman, had formerly founded), where 
he was honourably interred. Then every man rctumed to hïs own 
house. 

But for the spacc of a month you would hâve said that the people 
of Dauphiny werc expecting immédiate ruin ; for they did nought save 
lament and weep ; and feasts, dances, banquets, and ail other pastïmes 
ccased. Alas ! they werc right indced, for a greater loss could not 
happcn for the country ; and every man soever was grieved to the 
heart thereby. Be assured that it touched right closcly the poor gentle- 
men, gentkwomen, widows, and poor orphans, to whoin he secretly 
gave and distrîbuted of his goods. But with time ail things pass away, 
save the love of God. The good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche 
had feared and loved Him during his life ; after his death, may his 
rcnown abidc, accordîng as he hath livcd in this world, umong ail con- 
ditions of men. 





(IIAl'lHR V[ll. 




1,L luibilily w.is in trutli bcholdun to put on mourntn^ 
rainictit on llic day i)f llic ilcath k>( tlii; (^ooii Chevalier sans 
jH-iir L-t sans rirpriicliL- ; for I dccm tliat since thi: création 
'^\ of llif wi>rld. as well uithin tlio Christian pale as tllc 
ï"^ I^nii". there îs not to bc TunnO a sinj^lc man who loss 
than lie hatli \vroii|,'ht ili.shi>nour or acliieved more honour, 
riiuri: is a cutninoii pro\erb which says that the life of 
ni) iiian is w iihuiit vite. 'I lus rule lias failed in thc 
•f tlie t;o*»il Chevalier; fur I lake to witness al! thosc who havc 
hitn, s|>eakin<{ of a truth if they ever kncw of a sinyle onc in 
lïiit, on the contrary. (ùhI had endowed him witli ail the viitucs 
eould e.\ist in a |Krfect nian. in which, according to the rank 
:h, he knew riyht well how to govcm hiniself. 
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He loved and feared God above ail things ; * he never swore nor 
blasphemed Him ; and in ail his aflairs and needs, to Him only did he 
hâve recourse, beîng rîght certain that from Him and His care and 
infinité goodness ail things proceed He loved his neighbour as 
himself, and this hath he clearly showed ail his life ; for never a crown 
had he that was not at the command of the first who had want thcreof, 
even without his asking for it. Very often in secret he made gifts to 
the poor gentlemen who had need thereof, according to his power. 

He hath followed the wars under the kings Charles the Eighth, Louis 
the Twelfth, and Francis the First of this name, kings of France, for 
the space of thirty-four years, and during this time there is not found a 
man who hath surpassed him in ail matters serving unto the noble 
exercise of arms. For daring few men hâve approached him ; in 
discrétion he was a Fabius Maximus ; in cunning enterprises a 
Coriolanus ; and in strength and magnanimity a second Hector, furious 
against his foes, swcet, gentle, and courteous to his friends. Never was 
any soldier whom he held under his charge dismounted, but he 
remounted him, and, to make thèse présents the more courteously, he 
very often exchanged a courser or Spanish steed which was worth two 
or three hundred crowns for a curtal hack worth six crowns. Mean- 
whilc he gave the gentleman to understand that the horse he had 
bcstowed on him was marvcllously suitcd to him. A robe of velvct, 
satin, or damask, he changed at ail hazards against a small cloak, in 
ordcr that hc might make his gifts the more graciously and to tho 
contentmcnt of each. 

It might be said that he could not give any great matter, for he was 
poor ; yet hc was as much reputed to be exceeding libéral, accordin-'^ 
to his power, as the greatcst prince in the world. Moreover he hath 
gaincd during the wars, in his life, a hundred thousand francs in 
prisoners, which he hath distributcd to ail those who hâve had need 

* On this point Champicr relates the foUowing anecdote ; " One day he saw two 
young pages swearing by God's name ; he reprehended them very sternly. A genileman 
said to him, " Lord Bayard, you blâme the pages hardly for a little matter, and rcprc- 
hend thcin with exceeding rigour/' " Certes,'* quoth Bayard, " this is not a little matter. 
but an evil custom learnt in youth." Champier has sundry other partîculars which wiil 
not be out of place hère : " The noble Bayard in his youth was shy, gentle, and gracious, 
humble, and courteous to every one. No man evcr saw him in" passion or in great an^^cr, 
he was sober, .... had but little of the melancholy disposition, was merry with ail men, 
loving Company, récréations, and pleasant things. As for his gravity, it was alwavs 
mingled with gentleness and affability. In the camp he always made pcacc bctwecn 
the men-at-arms, and so genily did he manage and conduct his men that his companv 
seemcd rather to be monks than warriors." 
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thereof. Hc was a great almoner, and made hîs alms in secret There 
is nothing so certain as that he hath married, in his life, without 
bruiting the same, a hundred poor orphan maids, gentlewomen, or others. 
The poor widows he consoled and gave to them of his goods.^ 

Before ever he issued from his chamber, he commcnded himself to 
God, and said his hours on his knees with great humility; but, while 
hc did this, he would hâve no pcrson présent. At even when he was 
a-bed, and knew that his attendants were asleep, be it wintcr or . 
summer, he arose and in his shirt and ail at full length prostrated himself 
and kissed the earth. 

Ncver was he in a conquered country, but, if it were possible to 
find the man or woman of the house wherein he lodged, he paid that 
which he thought he had consumed. And many a time hath it bcen 
said to him, " My lord, it is money lost that you bestow ; for, on your 
departure hencc, they will set fire to this place and will carry off what 
you hâve given." 

He answered, ** My lords, I do that which I ought God hath not 
set me în this world to live by pillage or rapine. And, moreover, this 
poor man can go and hide his money at the foot of some tree, and 
when the war shall be passed out of this country, he will bc able to 
help himself therewith, and will pray to God for me." 

Hc hath been in many wars where Gcrmans were présent, who, on 
thcir departure, of their own accord set fire to their dwclling ; the 
good Chevalier ncver left his until he knew that ail had passed, or 
unlcss he left guards in order that they might not set fire thercto. 

Among ail sorts of men hc was the most gracious pcrson in the 
world, in that he most honoured men of virtue and spake least of the 
vicious. Hc was an cxceeding ill flatterer and adulator. AH his being 
was foundcd on truth, and, with whatsoever pcrson it might bc, grand 
prince or other man, he never bent to s|>eak aught save the right. Of 
worldly goods he ncver thought in his life, and wcll hath he shown the 
same, for at his death he was scarcely more rich than when hc was 
bom. When onc spake to him of men puissant and wcalthy, in whom 
hc thought thcre was no great virtue, hc turned a dcaf car and 
answered littlc thercto. But, on the contrary, hc could not surfeit him- 
self of speaking of the virtuous. Hc csteemed in his hcart a perfect 
gentleman who had but a hundred francs a ycar, as much as a prince 
of a hundred thousand, and hc held it in his judgment that riches in 
nowisc ennoble the hcart 

* Sec Appcndix. 
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The Captain Louis d'Ars reared him in youth, and 1 think indecd 
that under him hc passed his apprenticeship in arms. Moreover ail bis 
life he hath shown him as much honour as if he had been the 
grèatest king of the world ; and when mcn discoursed concerning him, the 
good Chevalier took niarvellous pleasure therein, and was never weary 
of speaking vvell of him. There was nevcr a man foUowing the pursuit 
of arms who better knew the hypocrisy thereof, and he often said that 
it was the thing in this world in which mcn are the most dcccived ; 
for many a one putteth the valiant to shame in a chamber, who in the 
field before the cnemy is meek as a maid. Little esteem had he in 
his time for mèn-at-arms who abandon their ensigns to counterfeit the 
brave or to takc to pillage. He was the most confident man in war 
that hath ever been known, and by his words he would bave made 
the grèatest coward in the world fight. 

He had gained some glorious victories in his time, but one never 
heard him boast thereof; and if it happened that he spake of them, he 
cver gave the praise thereof to -some othcr person. During his life he 
hath been at the wars with English, Spanish, Germans, Italians, and 
other nations, and in many battlcs both gained and lost ; but where 
they hâve been gained, Bayard was always in part cause thereof; and 
where they were lost, he is ever found doing such feats that great 
honour rcsted with him therein. 

Never would hc serve but his own prince, under whom he did not 
acquire great bcnefits, and many more hâve bccn bestowed on him 
from eiscwherc in his lifetime. But he ever said that he would die to 
uphold the public welfare of his country. Never could one oflfer him a 
commission that hc would refuse, and he hath been offered some 
exceeding strange. But because he hath ever had God before his eyes, 
He hath aided him to maintain his honour : and therein, even to the day 
of his deceeise, no one had deprived him of the point of an aiglet,^ 

He was lieutenant for the King his master in Dauphiny, where he so 
fuUy gained the heart as well of the nobles as of the commonalty, that 
they would ail hâve died for him. If he hath been prized and 
honoured in his own country, you need not marvel thereat ; for hc 
hath bccn far more so by ail the other nations. And that hath not 
endured for one or two ycars, but as long as he lived, and it cndureth 
still after his death ; for the good and virtuous life that he hath led 
doth bear him immortal praise. It was never seen that he had sou<^ht 

^ That is, could not abate one jot of his honour. 
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to uphold cvcti thc };rcatcst friend hc had in thc world ajjaJnst the 
right And thc good gentleman cvcr said that "a!l empires, realms, 
and provinces, without justice, are forests full of brigands." ' 

In warfare lie hath evcr hcld thrcc excellent things which wcll 
become a perfect knight, " onsct of greyhound, fence of boar, and 
flight of wolf' 

In short, he who would describe ail his virtiies, hath full nccd of tho 
life of a good orator ; for I. who ani weak and tittic fumished with 
Icarning, I could noi attain thereto, Hut of that which I hâve told 
theroof, 1 humbly pray ail rcaders nf this présent history to take thc 
samc in good part, l-'or I hâve donc the best that I could, but not 
that which was indced due for the praise of so pcrfect and virtuous a 
lx:rson as tlie good Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche, the noble 
I.ord of Hayard, of whoni may God by His grâce kccp hts soûl in 
l'aradise. Amen. 

Hcre CHiidh tite rii^ht jnyoïis. pleasatil. and récréative history com- 
piled by the Loyal Serviteur, of the deeds, feats, triiimp/is, and prowesses 
of the goûd Chex-alier sans peur et sans reproche, the noble Lord of 
Hayard. 

' Tous empires, roy.iiJnics et provinces sans jusiice sont forcis pleines de brigands. 
' Assaut de l<5vrLcr, ili^rciisc de san^^lier, e( fiiiu- de Iciup. 
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} LTHOUGH in ihe fcw autograjihs that arc known our hero signs 
himsctr Bayart, wc shall «riie thc name Boyard with a final d, 
for four reasons. First, if the l^yol Serviteur writes Bayart, 
Champier has lîayard, Now Champier knew ihe good Chevalier, 
he «rote hiï history immcdiatdy after his deaih, and further, he 
was a man of ItHcrs. Sccondly, in former days no attenlion 
was paid eithcr lo accuracy or consistency in signatures. Thus 
in llie fullowing century we find cven such pcrsons as Peircsc. 
Monlaigîtc, and I^ lSo(!lie writing ihcir names in four différent styles. Bayard 
himsfif, whoîie a])pellaiion was in realily du Terraii, signs himself de Terrel. 
'l'iic name of Bayard was only the name of the ancestral estate. Thirdly, 
Ilayanl is a i)lace-name, and is found in tliree departmenis spelt in this manner. 
Bayanl in Dauphiny, in 1404, ligures in Latin as locus dictus de Bayardo. 
Fourthly. a final d agrées with the Latin fortn of the word, which is always 
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worth considering in such cases. I am aware that ViHchardouin speaks of an 
emperor as being mounted upon un cheval baiarty a bay steed, because of a 
lack of chevaux moriaus, dark brown horses. But Ducange's Glossary contains 
two exemples of the other spelling, taken from a deed of Dauphiny : Humberto 
marescaîlo roficirms suus bayardus^ and donavit duos equos^ videlicd lyardum d 
bayardum (to wit, a liard or dark brown and a bay). Two other examples, 
taken from an inventory of 1476, will suffice to prove the gênerai use of the 
letter </. They run thus : unum ronsinum pili bayhardi, and alium equum^ sivc 
rottsinum pili bayhard. 

In the langue d*oil, bayard or bay^ like the modem bai^ signified generally a 
reddish-brown. Putting horses aside, and tuming to the name of the castle 
which Bayard rendered immortal, we may note the fact that Bay^ like Bayard^ 
is the name of several hamlets, clearly in allusion to a certain colour of the 
rock or the stone of the walls. In the same way we hâve Châteaubrun, 
Châteauroux, Rougemont, Montbrun, Montrouge. A like explanation attaches 
to the varions puns that will be met with in the course of this history, such as 
" Muchos grisones y pocos Bayardos " (page 418), and "Le bayard de France 
ne craint pas le roussin d' Allemagne " (page 400, note). In thèse places bayard, 
apart from the allusion to the colour, always désignâtes a noble steed, as 
opposed to grison, the grey ass, or roussin, a dwarf or small thick-set horse. 



IL 

Piigc 2. 

Seven successive générations of the family were, in fact, slain or severely 
wounded on the field of battle. Aubert Terrail was killed in 1326 at the battle 
of Varey, where he engaged the Dauphin in single combat in the ranks of the 
army of Savoy ; 2. Robert was slain in the service of the Dauphin Humbert 
IL; 3. Philip fell at the battle of Poictiers, 1350; 4. Pierre at Agincourt, 1415, 
while his brother Jean was killed at Verneuil ; 5. Pierre was slain at the batile 
of Montlhéry, 1465 ; 6. Aymon, Bayard's father, was wounded at Guinegate, in 
1479; the seventh was our hero. Besides his three brothers, Bayard had four 
sisters. Tw^o of them took the veil ; the youngest married Antoine de Thcvs ; 
and the third, Marie, was mother of the Captain Pierre du Pont, or Pierrepont, 
whom Bayard appointed his lieutenant, and who fully justified this trust, as is 
proved by our history, wherein he is often namcd. 
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III. 

^'*W 5- 

Hayard's castle is situate at the bottom of the valley of Gresivaudan, six 
leagucs from (irenoble, and about a mile or somewhat less from the station of 
Pontcharra. In 1855 ^^^^ historical dwelling was in ruins, as appcars from the 
following exlract from a (Grenoble journal of that date, quoted by M. de Terrebasse : 
** Would our rcaders know the présent state of the domain of the Chevalier 
sans peur et sans reproclie ? A placard aftîxed to the door of the civil 
tribunal of Grenoble givcs it in the following terms : — 

" *A builii'ut^ situate at the place called Château-Bayart, in the commune cf 
Pontcharra, used formerly as a dwelling and now as a storehouse, . . . consist- 
ing of a cellar, a ground-floor and a first-tloor, in which one can hardly 
distinguish the number of rooms . . . ; it is marked on the survey-plan with 
the number 172. 

** * Ruins situate at the same place, .... whcrc there still remain some of 
the walls of the castle of the Chevalier Bayart, marked on the survey-plan 
with the number 173. 

** * Iwo round tim'ers^ situate at the same place, connected by the stone roof 
of the gateway, which formed the entrance to the castle. That lying to the 
west serves as a storehouse, and that to the east as the dwelling-house, consist- 
ing of a kitchen on the ground-Hoor ami two rooms on the first floor, occupied 
by the fanner. Thcy are marked on the survey-plan with the numbers 174 
and 175. In this court there is a large shed roofed with tiles and slabs of 
mica-schist (lau/es), resting upon pillars and upon one of the walls of the castle, 
and also two vats and a wooden press : thèse last three articles are built as 
fixturcs.' " 

The description in the Guide Joannr confirms thèse soiry détails: — ** The 
entrance is through a dilapidated gateway, between two square buildings 
(esix.*( es de pavillons) : the one, which was a chapel, is to-day a stable ; the 
other serves as the dwelling of the cultivator of the estate. The principd body 
of the buHding had threc tloors ; only the first remains. Bayard's chamber is 
shown, and the room in which he was boni ; the stables, the cellar, and the 
kitchen are ail that hâve been preserved.* 

** The Duke of Bcrry is said to hâve formed the intention, shortly before his 
death, of buying up this château and making a princeiy dwelling of it M. 
Feillet, to whom we owe this information, adds that, at a later period, the 
department had the iilea of obtaining possession of it ; but in 1 860 the gênerai 

* Kxcf pi one vaultcd chamber, convcrted inlo a rcceplion-room, nonc of ihese now remain. 
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council passed a resolution that, 'in face of the exorbitant claims of the pro- 
prie tor, a commemorative obelisk should be raised upon some site in the 
territory of the commune of Pontcharra.' " 

This resolution, like many others, has remainect a dead lelter. 

The château continued, from Bayard's lifetime, to be occupied by his brother 
George, ivho married Claudine d'Arvillars. According to Terrebasse, " she, 
having become George's widow, in 1541 did horaage for the lordship of Baprt 
with its appartenances and dependencies. Françoise passed a great part of her 
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life in litigation before the parlîanient of Grenoble, and the ill success with 
which no doubt she met, drove her, as bhe had no children, to sell the château 
of Bayard to Jean de Saint-Marcel, Lord of Avançon. His son, Guillaume 
d'Avançon, Archbishop of Embrun, repaired and maintained with religious care 
the square tower in which the good Chevalier was bom. In 1581 this lordship 
passed to the bouse of Simiane, by the mairiage of Anne d'Avançon, on!)- 
daughter of Laurent d'Avançon, with Balthasar de Simiane, Marquis de Gordes. 
Several of iheir descendants dîd not disdain to add to iheir name that of Loni 
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and Count of Bayart.* In 1735, Pauline de Simiane brought the estate into the 
family of Durey de Noinville, who possessed it down to the time of the Révo- 
lution. Its last proprietor, the Count de Noinville, having fled, it was sold by 
the nation. Some débris still mark the site of the abo3e of the good Cheva- 
lier; its thick walls and the élégant turrets, which were built in 1404 by his 
great grandfalher, havc served as a (juarry for the inhabitants of a neighbour- 
ing village." 

M. de Terrebasse wrote the above under the Restoration. Nevcrtheless 
illustrated works of a later d itc, including evcn * La France pittores(jue/ which 
was published in 1833, continued to give some imposing views of the château, 
which, as a niatter of fact, no longer existed. 



IV. 
Pa^e 10. 

Doubt has been expressed conceming thèse carly studies. Champier, however, 
makes mention of them in the following passage : ** The noble Pierre Terrail 
was born in a strong dwelling named Bayard, situate in the district of Dau- 
phiny named Grisivodam, near to a royal castle called Avalon. . . . Of this noble 
Pierre Terrail, the father was the noble Aymes Terrail, I^rd of Bayard, and the 
mother was the noble lady Hélayne des Allemans, sister of the noble Lord of 
Laval, and sister of I^urent, Lord and Bishop of Grenoble. . . . The said noble 
Pierre from his childhood was brought up by his father in ail virtues and kept 
at the schools in Grenoble by his said uncle the bishop. . . ." (Champier, *Lcs 
Gestes du preux Chevalier Biyard,' fol. 13.) In the above extract jChampier 
particularly calls Pierre by his family name of Terrail, which at first sight 
suggesu the name of a lordshij) more than Bayard dœs. Terrail signified a 
causeway or enibankment 

MM. de Terrebasse and Roman hâve published a certain number of Bayard's 
leiters cxtratted from the collections m the MSS. room of the Bibliothèque 
Nationale. From the sevenieenth century downwards, forgers hâve been at 
work tr>'ing to add to tlic number of letters. Only recently M. Charavay again 
denounced as a forgeiy a lelttr issuing from the Chambry collection. 
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CfCiicalo|*ie de la maison de Simiane,' by rèrc Dominique. Robert, Lyons, 16S0. 
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V. 

Pa^e 100. 

In saying that he intends not to treat further of the events which took place 
in the kingdom of Naples during two or three years, the Loyal Serviteur 
leaves a lacuna, which Terrebasse has, according to his wont, found means to 
fill by the discreet use of contemporary documents. We cannot do better 
than reproduce his words : — 

" The conquest ended, it was not long ère discord found a footing among the 
victors, under cover of the délimitation of ihe provinces fallen to the share 
of each. Gonsalvo, initiated into ail the secrets of Ferdinand, of whom his bad 
faith made him a worthy lieutenant, began hostilities by surprising in time of 
perfect peace the town of Tripalda, and laying violent hands upon the French 
garrison. D'Aubigny retook the place, after having in his turn drowned it in 
blood ; and by degrees, without being formally declared, war arose between 
the tvvo nations. It was in thèse constant aggressions that Bayart began to 
make himself a réputation among the Spanish, who, it is well known, are 
sparing enough in their praise of foreigners.^ His captain, Louis d'Ars, had, 
in the name of the Count of Ligny, seized possession of Venosa and many 
other strongholds which formed part of the inheritance of his wife, the Princess 
of Altamura. Favoured by certain lords of the Angevine faction, and valiantly 
seconded by Bayart and his friend Bellabre, he pursued his course of conquests in 
spite of Gonsalvo. In vain did this gênerai sumnion him to evacuate Apuli.i, 
and to give up the towns which were held, as he alleged, against the lawful 
claini of the King of Arragon ; Louis d'Ars made ahswer that he was guar Jing 
in good right the possessions of his master, the Count of Ligny, who hell 
immediately from Naples, whereof the King of France was the Lord in fee. 
He supportée! this argument by the defeat of ail who were sent against him^ 
and, in spite of ail force and menace, he continued to recovcr the dependencies 
of the duchy of Altamura.'-^ 

" Louis XII., informed of the disloyal conduct of his allies, sent word to his 
viceroy, Louis d'Armagnac, Duke of Nemours, to summon Gonsalvo to 
surrender the towns that he had seized within four-and-twenty hours, or to 
déclare war against him. Receiving an evasive answer from that gênerai, 
the French army took the field, and laid siège to Canosa. This town, surrounded 
by thick walls and broad ditches, and abundantly furnished with provisions 
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Kt inler alios Gallos Petrus Terralius Bayardus delphinus sune vinutis periculum in illis 
pneliis fecit." Aymari Rivallii * De Ailobrogibus libri,' p. 542. Vieiinœ AUobrogum, 1S44, 
octavo. 

* Jehan d'Anton, * llibtoire de Louis XII.' (Paris, 1620, quarto), chs. iii. and vii., pp. 21 and 29. 
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and munitions of war, was défende;! by the élit: of the Spanish troops umler 
the comniand of the Captain Peralta and the celebrated Pedro Navairo. 

On the i6th of July, 1502, the French laid their approaches before the 
fortress, and lodged themselves in the surrounding monasteries, and 
soon the clamorous storm of the artillery began. On the fourth day, the 
breach having been judged practicable, the lords and captains, mixed with 
the foot soldiers, assailed the Spanish so furiously, that the tcwn would hâve 
been taken but for the niarvellous résistance of the Captain Peralta. He 
cncouraged his men by his example and his words, kcpt them up to the attack 
with his sword ai their backs, and caused blazing matorials, cauKlrons of boiling 
oil, and quicklime to be cast upon the besiegers. Louis d'Ars, Bayart, Bellabre, 
Chastelart, and sundry other good nicn-at-arms, who sought out the places where 
the danger was greatcst, were sonie of them wounded and others burnt and 
scalded ; nevertheless they would not retreat, for the animosity on both sides was 
such that while life remained the French abandoned not the attack nor the 
Spanish the defence. However, afler three hours of one of the most sanguinary 
conflicts, the ground remained with the besieged, and the French were compelled 
to return to their quarters. 

** For two days and two nights the artillery battered the town in another 
quarter, and opened a gréa ter breach than the previous one. Bayart and 
Bellabre were among the first to rush in by it, and the standard of France 
was aiready being raised upon the débris of the ramparts, when the Spinish, 
rallied by their captain, made so vigorous a charge, that they drove the 
besiegers out again. The good Chevalier was so flir advanced that he was 
ovcrtaken and wounded by several pikc-thrusts ; his friend Bellabre had his 
face ail burnt; Luc Le Groing, a brave gentleman of their company, was 
thrown down into the ditch from the top of the wall and was carried ofï for 
dead. The captain, after they had lost a number of their best nien-at-arms, 
put a stop to so exceeding murderous an assault. 

" Knraged that twelve hundred Spanish kept them so long at bay, the French 
on the morrow with loud cries demanded another attack, swearing ail to perish 
before the place or to carry it by main force. The Captain Peralta, not 
less prudent than brave, fclt that he ought not to expose the remnant of his 
soKliers to certain loss, and so, having oi>Uiined honourable ternis of aipitulalion, 
he surrendered die plac e to the Duke of Nemours. 

** Louis d'Ars, after the capture of Canosa, finding himself alx)ut three 
leagues from the town of Biseglia, asked the Viceroy d'Armagnac for some 
mcn-at-amis, in order to attempt a coup-de main against that place, with the 
inhabitants of which he had opened some intercourse. Although, notwithstand- 
ing his urgent cntreaties, he could not obtain any men, he did not renounce 
his cnterprise, but set out for Biseglia with only sixty light-horse of his own 
company. 
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"This town, whose walls are washed by the Adriatic sea, was in a condition 
to make a long résistance; but the inhabitants, who had not forgotten their 
good lorcl, the Count of Ligny, despite the Spanish opened their gâtes to his 
lieutenant. AH the people joined themselves with Louis d'Ars, and with cries 
of * France, France ! * charged upon the Spanish, who were forced to take refuge 
in the citadel. The latter then began to discharge so fierce an artillery-fire 
upon the town, that the noise of the cannon was heard as far as Canosa, Luc 
Le Groing, whose wounds kept him there, ran forthwith to the quarters of the 
Duke of Nemours, and said to him, * My lord, you hear the cannon roaring 
from the direction of Biseglia ; I pray you in the name of the King and for 
love of my Lord of Ligny, to scnd some succour to his brave lieutenant, who 
must hâve great need thereof at this moment' As the Viceroy would not 
listen to him, he addressed himself to the gênerons La Palice, who was pre- 
paring to start, when he received a prohibition against it 

" The brave gentleman, seeing that he must seek elsewhere for succour for his 
master, ran in ail haste to a nei^hbouring town, where he found a hundred 
men-at-arms in garrison. * To horse, to horse, men-at-arms of France ! ' shouted 
Luc Le Groing through the streets, as he entered Ruvo ; * or you will 
hâve to reproach yourselves with Ihe loss of the Captain Louis d'Ars, who with 
few men is sustaining a heavy attack within Biseglia.' Bayart, who met him 
in his way, listened no further. Without looking who would follow, he and 
three of his men set forth at full gallop, at the risk of killing their horses. 
Arrived at the gâtes of Biseglia, the good Chevalier began to shout with ail 
his might, * France, France ! ' and Iraversing the town at full speed, he directed 
his steps to the side of the castle where the tumult was heard. There he ranged 
himself beside of Louis d'Ars, and set himself to deal blows as far as he could 
reach, and by ail endeavours to succour the French, who had great need of aid. 

" During the conflict, there arrived to the relief of the castle three hundred 
Spanish, under command of the Admirai Villamarino, who with three galleys 
was cruising in thèse parts. The courage of Louis d'Ars grew in proportion to 
the number of his assailants; but the latter, seeing no succour come to the 
French, redoubled their ardour and confidence. Repulsed, after too unequal a 
struggle, to the entrance of the town, the Captain d'Ars, preferring death to the 
loss of his conquest, shut the gâte with his hand, and set himself before it, 
The Spanish thought themselves sure to overpower him, but not a man 
approached him within the shadow of his blade, but was felled to the ground.^ 
* On, on, my lords ! ' again and again cried the brave captain, foaming with 
rage and toil ; * 'tis better to die chivalrously than to live with taint of 
cowardice. Let us not, for want of defending it, lose the fruit of our labour ; 
and let us be for ourselves the succour that others hâve denied us.' 

' " Nul ne l'approi hait, de uni que son glaive tenait d'ombre, qu'il ne fûl assomme." 
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** Bayart, following his example, dealt about him desperately ; Gilbert de 
Chaux, and Jean de Montieux, gentlemen of his company, seconded him wiih 
the remainder of their strength, but their blunted blades were no longer 
formidable save by their weight ; men and horses were sinking from fatigue, 
and they saw no aid arrive. Of a sudden, a thick cloud of dust appeared v.\ 
the distance, and soon the familiar sound of the French trumpets came to 
reanimate their cxhausted énergies. '1 he Spanish in their turn recoilcd and 
retreated, some towards the castle, tlie others in the direction of the port 
But the hundred men-at-arms, whom the indefatigable Luc Le Groing was 
leading, barred the road of those who sought to regain their vessels, and 
slaughtered nearly three hundred of them. The others, to the number of two 
hundred, succeeded in throwing themselves into the castle ; but ten or t»velve 
of the j)rincipal inhabitants, who, bcing suspected of an attachment to the 
King of France, had been shut up therein, had taken advantage of the dis- 
order to seize the great tower, whence they assailed the Spanish with stones 
and tiles. Profiting by this diversion, Louis d'Ars scaled the walls and i)ut 
the rest of the Spanish to the swonl. 

"The castle, being furnished with abundant provisions, otfered the French 
wherewiihal to recruit themselves from the fatigues of such a day. Louis d'Ars 
afterwards distributed money and ail the horses that he found, among the men- 
at-arms, who for the most part had killed their own steeds in flying so rapidly 
to his aid. His generosity gained him the hearts of ail, while their admiration 
was won bv his valour. On their return to Canosa, there was not a man in 
the army who did not come and compliment him for having thus withstood 
for the space of six hours, with sixty men, ail the efforts of six hundred Spanish ; 
the good captain, no less modcst than bravo, rcplicd that but hr Hiyart they 
would hâve arriveil too laie to help him." 



VI. 

J*Ji^^c 141. 

Hère again we will <|uote Terrebasse, who has gathered from Jehan 
tl' Anton (* Chroniques de Louis XIL') some valuable détails concerning the 
** past events '* whereof the Loyal Serviteur speaks ; they concern Bayard too 
direct ly to be omitted hère. 

** But what exploits could retard the ruin of the army which had fallen from 
the command of the i)erfidious Manjuis of Mantua under that of the incapable 
Marquis of Saluzzo? Gonsalvo soon surprised the French troops scattered 
in distant cantonments, ;ind compelled them to begin a retreat, which dcgene- 
rated into a complète rout Those whom disease and destitution had sjxired 
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on the unhealthy banks of the Garigliano retreated in the direction of Gaeta, 
under the orders of Yves d'Alègre and the Lord of Sandricourt. 

" Fifteen men-at-arms, ail pîcked and well mounted, among whom were fouod 
Messer Roger de^arn, Pierre de Tardes, Ballabre, and Pierre de Bayait, were 
placed in thé rear-guard in order to withstand the attaclfs of the Spanish 
van-guard. This handful of French, harassed by ail the light cavalry of 
Gonsalvo, not only kept them at bay, but often drove them back to a distance, 
so as to facilitate the màrch of the infantry and the baggage. 

" In one of thèse charges, Bayart*s horse was killed under him, and he 
remained sword in hand, refusing to surrender, in the midst of the Spanish. 
The Lord of Sandricourt perceived it opportunely, and charged the enemy 
so fiercely that he rescued the good Chevalier from their hands, and enabled 
him to get another horse. However, the main body of Gonsalvo's army was 
now overtaking the French, and the retreat became more and more diffîcnlt 
Arrived at the bridge of Mola di Gaeta, some leagues from the latter town» 
Bayart and his companions received orders to make a firm stand while the 
artillery was filing across. Upon one side the assurance of victory, upon the 
other despair, rendered the conflict terrible. The good Chevalier, who for his life 
would not pass over the bridge, penetrated so far into the hostile ranks that 
his horse was again killed, and he was re-mounted with great difficulty by 
his companions. Pierre de Tardes, Jess fortunate, was made prisoner at his 
side, as he was defending himself like a lion. Constrained to abandon their 
artillery after a combat as long as it was unequal, the French beat a retreat 
to the other end of the bridge. Exasperated at falling back, Bellabre turned upon 
a Spanish knight, who was pressing him too closely, with such fury that with a 
blow of his lance he cast him from the summit of the bridge into the river. 

" Hitherto the retreat had been effected with some degree of order ; but now 
the rumour spread that the route was eut by the enemy. It was no longer 
possible to hold in the soldiers; ihey broke rank forthwith and took to flight, 
carrying their officers in their train. The third horse that Bayart mounted that 
(lay was struck with a mortal wound, and fell dead at the gâtes of Gaeta, which 
there was barely timc to shut against the Spanish." 



VIT. 
^(tge 334. 

HAVARD's LtlTER TO LAURENT ALLEMAN, HIS UNCLE, CONCERNING THE 

BATTLE OF RAVENNA. 

"SIR, — With ail the humility I can I commend me to your good grâce. 
"Since I last wrote to you, we hâve had, as you hâve already some sli^ht 
knowledge, the battle against our foes. But to advise you thereof at length, 
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the inatter was this. Our army came and lodged near to this town of Ravenna ; 
our enemy was there as soon as we, in order to give heart to thc said town ; 
and by reason not only of certain news which came day by day of the descent 
of the Swiss, but also of the want of provisions that we had in biur camp, M. 
de Nemours resolved to give battle, and on Sunday lust he passed over a small 
river which was between our said enemy and us. Thus did we encounter them;* 
they marched in right good order, and werc more than seventeen hundred men- 
at-arms, the most noble and splendid that hâve ever been seen, and full fourteen 
thousand foot, as galhmt men (aussi gentils-galands) as coulil be describcd. 
Anon there came about a thousand of their men-at-arms, ancl, ail desperatc in 
that our artiliery was driving them to madness, fell upon our main battle, 
whercin was M. de Nemours in person, his company, that of M. de Lorraine, 
of M. d'Ars, and others, to the nuniber of four hundred men-at-arms or thcre- 
about, who received the said enemy with so great courage that never was seen 
better fighting. Bctwecn our van-guard, which was a thousand men-at-arms, and 
us, there were some great diiches; and further, ihere was work elsewhere to 
prcvent succour coming. Thus the said main battle was forced to bear the 
burdcn of the said thousand men-at-arms or thereabouts. In this quarter, M. de 
Nemours broke his lance between the two armies, and pierced one of their 
men-at-arms right through and half an arm's-length beyond. Thus were the 
said thousand men-at-arms defeated and put to flight; and as we gave chase to 
them, we came upon their foot-men near to their artiliery, and ûve or six 
hundred men-at-arms who were parked ; and before them they had some cars 
with two whcels, on which stood two great wings of iron, of the length of two 
or three fathoms; and our foot-men were fought hand to hand. Their said 
foot-men had so many hackbuts that, when it came to the assault, they siew 
al most ail our captains of foot, iu such a way as to shake them and make 
them turn their backs. But they were so well succoured by men-at-arms that, 
after tlghting wcll, our said enemies were defeated, and lost their artiliery, and 
stvtrn or eight huncired men-at-arms, who were slain, and the greater part of 
tlieir captains, together with seven or eight thousand foot-men. Indeed, il is not 
known that any captains be escapcd s;ive the Viccroy ; for we hold prisoners 
the Lords Fabricio Colonna, the Cardinal de Mcdicis, papal legate, Pedro 
Xavarro, the Marquis of TeMura, the Manjuis of Peduhi, the son of the prince 
of Melfe, Don John de Cardone, the son of the Manjuis of Bitonto, who it» 
woundcd to death, and others of whom I know not the name. Those who 
escajKîd were pursued eight or ten miles, and were scattcred among the 
mountains, and indeed it is said that the villeins hâve eut them to pièces. 

"Sir, if the King hâve gained the battle, I swear to you that thc poor 
gentlemen hâve assuredly lost the same; for, as we were giving chase, M. de 
Nemours chanced ui)on certain foot-men who werc rallying, and so he chargcd 
upon them; but the noble prince found himself so ill accompanied that he was 
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slain thereinj whereat ail the sorrowings and mournings that ever were made, 
were not equal to that which was raised and is still raised in our camp, for it 
seemeth that we hâve lost the battle. Indeed, I promise you, sir, that it is the 
greatest loss of any prince who hath died for a hundred years past ; and if he 
had lived the âge of man, he would hâve achieved such deeds as never prince 
did. Those who are on our side may well say that they hâve lost their father ; 
and as for me, sir, I could not live but in melancholy, for I hâve lost more 
than I am able to write. 

" In other quarters there were slain M. d'Aligre and his son, M. du Molar, 
six German captains, and the Captain Jacob, their colonel ; the Captain Maugiron, 
the Baron du Grant-Mont, and more than two hundred gentlemen of name and 
ail of worth, beside more than two thousand foot-men of ours ; and I assure you 
that in a hundred years the realm of France will not recover the loss that we 
hâve suffered. 

" Sir, yesterday morning the body of my late lord was brought to Milan, 
accompanied by two hundred men-at-arms, witti the greatest nonour tnat couid 
be devised ; for before him they bore eighteen or twenty ensigns, the most 
splendid that were ever seen, which hâve been won in this battle. He will 
remain at Milan until the King hâve sent word whether he will that he be 
carried into France or not. 

** Sir, our army is leisurely journeying through this Romagna, capturing ail the 
towns on behalf of the Council. They wait not to be summoned to yield, by 
reason that they fear to be pillaged, as hath been this town of Ravenna, wherein 
there is naught reniaining. And we shall not budge from this quarter, until 
the King bave sent word what he would his army should do. 

**Sir, touching the brother of the post, concerning whom you hâve written to 
me, as scon as you shall send him, there shall be no delay ère I provide for 
him. Since this matter is dispatched, I believe that we shall hâve abstinence 
from waîfare; the Swiss, however, still cause some disturbance ; but, when 
they hear of this defeat, perchance they will put a little water in their wine. 
As soon as matters shall be soniewhat settled, I will corne and see you. Praying 
God, sir, to give you right good life and long. Written at the camp of Ravenna 
this fourteenth day of April. Your humble servant, 

" BAVART." 
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VIII. 

Page 407. 

M. Feillet (* Histoire populaire de Bayard *) gives a full description of 
Riyard's cup, and pleads in elo(iuent words for the revival of an old custom 
of the Ardennes. " For many years on the 271!! of Septeraber they celebrated 
the anniversary of the dcliverance of the town ; this civic ceremony consisted 
in a soleinn procession, in which the civic authorities took part, together with 
the garrison and the national guard under arms. At the church, after the gospel, 
an ecclesiastic delivered a panegyric of Bayart" \Ve see in the Revue des 
Ardennes^ the publication of M. E. Senemaud, that this ceremony still took 
place in 1806; M. de Terrcbasse s;iys that it also cxisted under the Restoration. 
Why has it been allowed to fall into disuse ? 

" M. Valleranl-Payon, canon of Rheims, grandson of Georges, one of the 
governors of the town of Mézières in 1521, during the siège, bequeathed to the 
town a large cup, intended to perpetuate the meniory of this glorious incident ; 
the cup is silver-gilt and richly chased. 

"The letter of advice of his cxecutors, under date the 22nd October, 1627, 
States that the cup weighs four ounccs three tierces, and that it cost 218 livres 
5 sous. 

** The following inscription is engraved on the rim : — 

" * On this cup is the design of the sicgc of Maizières by the Count of Nassau, 
lieutenant of the Emi>eror Charles V., in the year 1521, defended by the Chevalier 
Bayart, Nicolas Georges being governor of the town. M. Vallerant-Payon, in the 
year 1625, hath ordained me to be given to the chamber of MM. the Eschevins 
of Maizicres by the hands of MM. Serval and Pierre Meslier, canon of the said 
Rheims, and exccutors of the said testament of the said M. Payon.* 

" On the circumference of the cup, below the inscription, the town, the environs, 
and the besieging army are represented in relief; it is fumished with a cover, 
which is likewise cha.sed, and surniounted by a sniall figure of the Virgin. 

" This cup, now known as Bayard's cup, is i)reser\'ed in the archives of Mczières. 

** Formerly it uscd to be brought out on the anniversary of the 27th of Septembcr, 
on which day it was the custom to give a dinner. The cup was placed beforc 
the senior eschevin, and aftcrwards before the mayor, who proposed a toast to the 
memory of the brave and loyal defendcrs of the town under the orders of B*iyart." 

For this account of the cup, and also for the unpublished drawing of it, we 
are indebled to the kindness of M. Senemaud, Archivist of the De^Kirtment 
of the Ardennes. 
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IX. 



Page 419. 

The foHowing lament is given by Champier at the end of his * Gestes de Bayart/ 
Lyons, 1525. It is inaccurate enough and simple enough to be genuine, and 
accordingly we reproduce it as a curiosity. It must be remembered that the 
name of adventurers was given to the soldiers of the eariy bodies of infantry, 
and Bayard was one of their leaders. 



** LAMENTATION ET COMPLAINTE PAR MANIÈRE DE CHANSON DE LA MORT DU BON BAYARD, 
FAICTE PAR LES AVENTURIERS AU RETOUR DE LOMBARDIE APRES SA MORT. 



** Aidez-moi tous à plaindre, 
Pauvres aventuriers, 
Sans point vous vouloir feindre, 
Un si noble pilier. 
C'était le singulier 
Sur tous les gens d'armes. 
Car, dedans un millier, 
Un tel n'avait en armes. 

Le jour de Saint- Eutropc, 
liayard, noble seigneur, 
Voyant les Suisses en troupe, 
Il montra sa valeur. 
C'était par la faveur 
De la fausse canaille 
Dont lui vint le malheur. 
Maudite soit la bataille ! 



Pleurez ! pleurez, gens d'armes 

A cheval et à pied ! 

Car jamais d'homme d'armes 

Ne vous en vint pis. 

Il a tenu bon pied 

Sans faire au roi tort. 

Dont à lui fut le pis. 

Car gagoé a la mort. 

Ce vaillant chevalier. 
Il pensait nuit et jour 
Comme pourrait bailler 
Aux gens du roi secours. 
Adonc, il prit le cours 
Contre ses ennemis, 
Dont ses jours en sont courts. 
Vous voyez, mes amis ! " 



Ha! pauvre Dauphiné, 
Tu peux bien dire hclas l 
Avant qu'il soit fini, 
ïu en seras bien las. 
Tu as perdu ton solas 
Kt encore de rechef, 
Tu peux bien dire hélas! 
Il te coûtera cher î " 
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X. 

Pas:e 423. 

In his notice upon the church of Saint-Andrc at Grenoble, M. Pilot has 
given sonie interesting détails concerning the burial place of Bûyard, which may 
be suitably inserted hère : — 

** No inscri|)tion was put upon his tomb. It was not until long afterwards that 
Scipion de Polloud, Lord of Saint-Agnian, High Provost of Dauphiny, raised a 
monument in honour of Bayard ; this was placed in the choir of the church of 
the Minims, above the door which led to the sacristy ; and it remained there 
until 1790, at which date the aforesaid church and convent were sold as 
national proi)erty. The monument of Bayard was not included in the sale ; the 
conditions attached to the paniculars of auction of thèse effects, prepared and 
signed by the procureur-général syndic of the department, contains the following 
exi)res3 réservation : — 

** * Art. 6. Inasmuch as the mânes of Bayard belong to the nation which he 
made illustrious by his virtues, the mausoleum which contains them, together 
with its appurtenances, will not be comprised in the sale. The administration 
will immediately seek ])ermission from the Législature and the King to transfer 
this object, dear alike to ihe country and the department, to a public place, to 
l)c preserved there until more favourable circumstances i)ermit the érection to 
this great man of a monument such as the public has long desired.* 

" The valuer's rei)ort, attached to the same particulars of auction of the effects 
bclonging to the former convent of the Minims of the Plain, shows that the 
tomb was placed above the door of communication between the choir of the 
church and the cloister. 

** This monument 10 Bayard was one of the first objects of art deposited in the 
muséum of Grenoble at the tirae of its establishment, less on account of its 
capability to contribute any interest to the history of art, than because it recalled 
a name with which one of the most glorious pages of our local history is con- 
ne< ted. I^ter it was transferred from the muséum of the town to the church 
of Saint Andic, where it now is. The monument is formed of a tablet of black 
marble adorned with an escutcheon, which is surmounted by a bust of life-size 
ail in white Italian marble. Below, a death's head with two bat's-wings serves 
as a support to the tablet, upon which is engraved a Latin inscription in 
memory of the Knight of Dàuphiny. 

** Bayard's monument had remained for many years in the church of Saint- 
AndrtS when a certain prefect of the de|>artment, M. d'Haussez, undertook the 
task of reuniting to the monument the ashes of the warrior whom it com- 
mémora ted. 
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" Accordingly thèse remains were deposited in the vault of Saint-André in the 
présence of the Bishop of Grenoble, who awaited them at the church-door. The 
stone with which the grave is covered bears this inscription : 

CI-GIT BAVARD 

Srt rata, ntrouvii dans réj^Ust dti Minimis de la Plaint 

et authtntiqutmtnl rtconmis, ont ili recutillii par la leins 

dé M. Il baron d'Haussft, frJ/it dt Fhiri 

et défoiis !0M ctitt pierre 

le 14 août i8:z. 

" This inscription asserts that the ashes contained in the coflin are those of 
Bayard. In spite, bowever, of this testimoiiy, and in spite of the procès-verbal 
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of the 5lh July, 1822, which speaks of the undisputed and aulhentic remains, 
we beg leave to doubt this authenticity. Our doubt will cause no surprise when 
it is known that Bayard's body was in fact buried not in the church of the 
Minims of the Plaiii, but in the chapel of the Allemans, wliilst ihe excavations 
hâve been carried out in the choir, at the foot of the steps of the high alur. 
Thus, too, it is not surprising that no one bas found in the pretended tomb of 
Bayard any trace of îron or armour, which could suggest that it was the resiing- 
place of a warrior slain on the tîeld o( baltle." 
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The uncertainty would probably never hâve arisen if déférence had been 
shown to the hst wishes of the hero. **At his death," says Champier, " the 
Lord of Bayart had ordered that he should be buried wilh his father and 
molher at the place of Grignon. His relations were called together to déter- 
mine where he ought to be interred. And it was said that inasmuch as he 
had been the heuienant of tlie governor of the province, and that Grenoble was 
the chicf place of the provincial jurisdiction, it would be better that he were 
buried at the convent of the Minims." 

The cloistcr of the Minims is siluatc between the road to Gières and that to 
Eybens, at two kilomètres from Grenoble. It was almost entirely destroyed by 
fire about fifteen years ago, and that not for the first time. The pillars of the 
cloister, connected by arches of brick, are still standing, as well as three rooms 
. in which the key-stoncs of the vaulting bear the arms of the family of the 
Allemans. It is now a manufactory of piper b.igs. 



XI. 
Ptl^c' 427. 

M. de Terrebasse recurs with further détails to Bayard's generosity. 

He says, ** Riyard was not wont to seek opportunities for gainin money, and 
was hardly richer on his departure from the world than when he entered it. 
He did not increase the patrimony of his forefathers, save by his acquisition 
from the royal domain of the feudal rents and the assessmcnt of the lordships 
of (irignon and Saint-Maximin, which hc bought for four thousand pounds 
Tournay, in ordcr to cmbellish his estaie of Hayard with a seignorial jurisdic- 
tion. AU that he left at his death, including this purchase, was not worth four 
hundred pounds a year. Rare example of disinterestedness m a man who was 
for nine years the King's lieutenant-general in a rich province, and who had 
handled considérable ransoms from his j)risoners. Moreover he often said, 
* What the gorget gathers, the gauntlet si^nds.' " * 

Many autliors hâve testifieil their surprise thaï so renowned and able a 
captain had not during his life held more important commands. Brantôme, one 
of thcm, givcs as a rcason that ** of such charges he had never been ambitious, 
and that by his disj>osition he prefcrred to be a capiain and soldier of advcn- 
ture, and to plunge into ail dangers that pleased him, than to be bound down 
by a weighty charge and stra'tened of his liberty in fighting. But," he adds, 
" he had at Icast this honour, thaï never a gênerai of an army in his time made 
ex|)editions, cnterprises, or conquests, but he must ever hâve M. de Bayart 

* " Ce <|ue le gorgcrin amftMie, le gantelet le dépense." 
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wîih him, othenvise ihe party was incomplète ; and his advîce and counsels in 
war were always foUowed rather than those of the others. Thus was his 
honour therein the greater, for if he were not taken to command an army, he 
was taken to command the gênerai." 

M. de Terrebasse accepts Brantôme's assertion without remark, and ihat 
suiprises us considerably on the part of a man who was so well acquainted 
with the text of the Loyal Serviteur. In Picardy with d'Espiennes and with 
Francis I., and in Italy with Bonnivet, we 5ee how on the contraiy Bayaid's 
advice was tbrice rejected in grave crises. On the other hand, at Mézières he 
does not appear at ail so hampered by a command ; but doubtless the place 
was in too bad a state for anyone to désire that perilous honour. It seems 
more probable ihat Bayard's frankness and modesty stood in the way of his 
mihtary ad van cément. 




